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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to construction contracti ng;

3 anending s. 481.221, F.S.; requiring the Board
4 of Architecture and Interior Design to

5 prescribe, by rule, one or nore forns of seals
6 for use by a registered architect or interior

7 desi gner who holds a valid certificate of

8 registration; authorizing registration of the
9 seal electronically; authorizing electronic

10 transni ssion and sealing of final plans,

11 speci fications, or reports; prohibiting a

12 person fromsigning and sealing any final plan
13 specification, or report after her or his

14 certificate of registration has expired or is
15 suspended or revoked; providing procedures

16 after a registered architect's or interior

17 designer's certificate of registration has

18 expired or is suspended or revoked; anending s.
19 481.321, F.S.; requiring the Board of Landscape
20 Architecture to prescribe, by rule, one or nore
21 forns of seal for use by a registered | andscape
22 architect who holds a valid certificate of

23 registration; authorizing registration of the
24 seal electronically, authorizing electronic

25 transni ssion and sealing of final plans,

26 speci fications, or reports; reenacting s.

27 481.325(1)(a), (3), F.S., relating to

28 di sciplinary proceedings, to incorporate the
29 amendnent to s. 481.321, F.S., in a reference
30 t hereto; providing penalties; anending s.

31 489. 103, F. S.; exenpting persons |licensed under

1
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s. 633.061(1)(d) or (2)(b), F.S., fromch. 489,
F.S.; anmending s. 489.105, F.S.; authorizing
Class A or Cass B air-conditioning contractors
to di sconnect or reconnect |iquefied petrol eum
gas |line changeouts; deleting a prohibition
agai nst nechani cal contractors or plunbing
contractors perforning work on |iquefied
petroleumgas |ines; anending s. 489.133, F.S.
deleting authority for certain certification

wi t hout exami nation; providing additional

requi rements for pollutant storage systens
specialty contractors; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 481.221, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

481. 221 Seals; display of certificate nunber. --

(1) The board shall prescribe, by rule, one or nore
forns of distinetively—different seals to be used by
regi stered architects and interior designers, respectively,
holding valid certificates of registration

&)y Each registered architect shall obtain one an

iapresston—type—+retal seal in a formapproved by rule of the
board and nay, in addition, register his or her sea
el ectronically in accordance with ss. 668.001-668. 006. rand
Al'l final construction docunments and instrunents of service

whi ch include draw ngs, plans, specifications, or reports
prepared or issued by the registered architect and being filed
for public record shall bear the signature and seal of the

2
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regi stered architect who prepared or approved the docunent and
the date on which they were sealed. The signature, date, and
seal shall be evidence of the authenticity of that to which
they are affixed. Final plans, specifications, or reports

prepared or issued by a registered architect and interior

designer may be transnitted electronically and nay be signed

by the registered architect or interior designer and dated and

seal ed electronically with the seal in accordance with ss.
668. 001- 668. 006.

(2) by The board shall adopt a rule prescribing the
distinctly different seals to be used by registered interior

designers holding valid certificates of registration. Each

regi stered interior designer shall obtain a seal as prescribed
by the board, and all draw ngs, plans, specifications, or
reports prepared or issued by the registered interior designer
and being filed for public record shall bear the signature and
seal of the registered interior designer who prepared or
approved the docunent and the date on which they were seal ed.
The signature, date, and seal shall be evidence of the
authenticity of that to which they are affixed.

(3)t2) No registered architect shall affix, or permt
to be affixed, her or his seal or signature to any fina
construction docunment or instrument of service which includes
any plan, specification, drawi ng, or other docunent which
depicts work which she or he is not conpetent to perform

(4)3) No registered interior designer shall affix, or
permit to be affixed, her or his seal or signature to any
pl an, specification, drawi ng, or other docunent which depicts
wor k whi ch she or he is not conpetent or licensed to perform

(5)t4)> No registered architect shall affix her or his
signature or seal to any final construction docunent or

3
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i nstrunent of service which includes draw ngs, plans,
speci fications, or architectural docunments which were not
prepared by her or himor under her or his responsible
supervi sing control or by another registered architect and
revi ewed, approved, or nodified and adopted by her or himas
her or his own work according to rul es adopted by the board.

(6)t5); No registered interior designer shall affix her
or his signature or seal to any plans, specifications, or
ot her docunents which were not prepared by her or himor under
her or his responsible supervising control or by another
regi stered interior designer and revi enwed, approved, or
nodi fi ed and adopted by her or himas her or his own work
according to rules adopted by the board.

(7) 6y Final construction docunents or instruments of
servi ce which include plans, draw ngs, specifications, or
ot her architectural docunents prepared by a registered
architect as part of her or his architectural practice shal
be of a sufficiently high standard to clearly and accurately
indicate or illustrate all essential parts of the work to
whi ch they refer.

(8) 7 Studies, draw ngs, specifications, and other
rel ated docunents prepared by a registered interior designer
in providing interior design services shall be of a
sufficiently high standard to clearly and accurately indicate
all essential parts of the work to which they refer

(9) £8) Each registered architect or interior designer
and each corporation or partnership holding a certificate of
aut hori zation, shall include its certificate nunber in any
newspaper, tel ephone directory, or other advertising nmedi um
used by the registered architect, interior designer
corporation, or partnership. A corporation or partnership is

4
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not required to display the certificate nunber of individua
regi stered architects or interior designers enployed by or
working within the corporation or partnership.

(10) 9> Wien the certificate of registration of a
regi stered architect or interior designer has been revoked or
suspended by the board, the registered architect or interior
desi gner shall surrender her or his seal to the secretary of
the board within a period of 30 days after the revocation or
suspensi on has becone effective. |If the certificate of the
regi stered architect or interior designer has been suspended
for a period of tinme, her or his seal shall be returned to her
or hi mupon expiration of the suspension period.

(11) A person nmay not sign and seal by any neans any

final plan, specification, or report after her or his

certificate of registration has expired or is suspended or

revoked. A registered architect or interior designer whose

certificate of registration is suspended or revoked shall,

within 30 days after the effective date of the suspension or

revocati on, surrender her or his seal to the executive

director of the board and confirmin witing to the executive

director the cancellation of the registered architect's or

interior designer's electronic signature in accordance with
ss. 668.001-668.006. Wien a registered architect's or interior
designer's certificate of registration is suspended for a

period of tine, her or his seal shall be returned upon

expiration of the period of suspension
Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 481. 321,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

481. 321 Seals; display of certificate nunber.--
(1) The board shall prescribe, by rule, one or nore
forns a—form of seal for use te—be—used by a registered

5
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| andscape architect who holds a valid certificate of
registration. Each registered | andscape architect shal

obt ai n one an—fpresston-—type—+etal seal in a form approved by

rule of the board and may, in addition, register her or his

seal electronically in accordance with ss. 668-001-668. 006. -

and Al final plans, specifications, or reports prepared or
i ssued by the registered | andscape architect and filed for
public record shall be signed by the registered | andscape
architect, dated, and stanped with her or his seal. The
signature, date, and seal constitute evidence of the
authenticity of that to which they are affixed. Final plans,

specifications, or reports prepared or issued by a registered

| andscape architect may be transmitted electronically and nay

be signed by the regi stered | andscape architect, dated, and

seal ed electronically with such seal in accordance with ss.
668. 001- 688. 006.
(2) It is unlawful for any person to sign and seal by

any neans any final plan, specification, or report after her

or his certificate of registration is expired, suspended, or

revoked. A registered | andscape architect whose certificate of

registration is suspended or revoked shall, within 30 days

after the effective date of the suspension or revocation

surrender her or his seal to the executive director of the

board and confirmin witing to the executive director the

cancel l ation of the | andscape architect's electronic signature
in accordance with ss. 668.001-688. 006. Wen a | andscape
architect's certificate of registration is suspended for a

period of tine, her or his seal shall be returned upon

expiration of the period of suspension. Wien—the—certificate
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7 Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
8 | anendnent to section 481.325, Florida Statutes, in a reference
9 | thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and subsection (3) of
10 | section 481.325, Florida Statutes, are reenacted to read:
11 481. 325 Disciplinary proceedings. --
12 (1) The followi ng acts constitute grounds for which
13| the disciplinary actions in subsection (3) may be taken
14 (a) Violation of any provision of s. 455.227(1), s
15| 481. 321, or s. 481.323.
16 (3) When the board finds any registered | andscape
17 | architect guilty of any of the grounds set forth in subsection
18] (1), it may enter an order inposing one or nore of the
19 | followi ng penalties:
20 (a) Denial of an application for licensure
21 (b) Revocation or suspension of a |icense.
22 (c) Inposition of an administrative fine not to exceed
23] $1,000 for each count or separate offense and a fine of up to
24| $5,000 for matters pertaining to a nmaterial violation of the
25| Florida Building Code as reported by a local jurisdiction
26 (d) Issuance of a reprinmand.
27 (e) Placenent of the registered | andscape architect on
28 | probation for a period of tinme and subject to such conditions
29 | as the board may specify, including requiring the registered
30 | | andscape architect to attend continui ng educati on courses or
31
7
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to work under the supervision of another registered | andscape
architect.

(f) Restriction of the authorized scope of practice by
the registered | andscape architect.

Section 4. Subsection (20) is added to section
489. 103, Florida Statutes, to read:

489. 103 Exenptions.--This part does not apply to:

(20) A person licensed under s. 633.061(1)(d) or
(2)(b) performng work authorized by such |icense.

Section 5. Paragraphs (f), (g), (i), and (n) of
subsection (3) of section 489.105, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

489.105 Definitions.--As used in this part:

(3) "Contractor" neans the person who is qualified
for, and shall only be responsible for, the project contracted
for and neans, except as exenpted in this part, the person
who, for conpensation, undertakes to, submits a bid to, or
does hinself or herself or by others construct, repair, alter
renodel, add to, denolish, subtract from or inprove any
building or structure, including related inprovenents to rea
estate, for others or for resale to others; and whose job
scope is substantially simlar to the job scope described in
one of the subsequent paragraphs of this subsection. For the
pur poses of regul ation under this part, "denolish" applies
only to denolition of steel tanks over 50 feet in height;
towers over 50 feet in height; other structures over 50 feet
in height, other than buildings or residences over three
stories tall; and buildings or residences over three stories
tall. Contractors are subdivided into two divisions, D vision
I, consisting of those contractors defined in paragraphs

8
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(a)-(c), and Division Il, consisting of those contractors
defined in paragraphs (d)-(q):

(f) "Class A air-conditioning contractor" neans a
contractor whose services are unlinmited in the execution of
contracts requiring the experience, know edge, and skill to
install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or
desi gn, when not prohibited by law, central air-conditioning,
refrigeration, heating, and ventilating systens, including
duct work in connection with a conplete systemonly to the
extent such duct work is perforned by the contractor as is
necessary to nmake conplete an air-distribution system boiler
and unfired pressure vessel systens, and all appurtenances,
appar atus, or equi prment used in connection therewith, and any
duct cl eaning and equi pnent sanitizing which requires at | east
a partial disassenbling of the system to install, maintain,
repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, when not
prohi bited by | aw, piping, insulation of pipes, vessels and
ducts, pressure and process piping, and pneunatic contro
pi ping; to replace, disconnect, or reconnect power W ring on
the load side of the dedicated existing electrical disconnect
switch; to install, disconnect, and reconnect |ow voltage
heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning control wiring; and
to install a condensate drain froman air-conditioning unit to
an existing safe waste or other approved di sposal other than a
direct connection to a sanitary system The scope of work for
such contractor shall also include any excavation work
incidental thereto, but shall not include any work such as
liquefied petroleumor natural gas fuel lines w thin buildings
except for reconnecting changeouts of liquefied petrol eum or

nat ural gas appliances within buildings, potable water lines

9
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or connections thereto, sanitary sewer |ines, sw nming poo
piping and filters, or electrical power wring.

(g) "Class B air-conditioning contractor" neans a
contractor whose services are limted to 25 tons of cooling
and 500,000 Btu of heating in any one systemin the execution
of contracts requiring the experience, know edge, and skill to
install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or
desi gn, when not prohibited by law, central air-conditioning,
refrigeration, heating, and ventilating systens, including
duct work in connection with a conplete systemonly to the
extent such duct work is perforned by the contractor as is
necessary to nmake conplete an air-distribution system being
installed under this classification, and any duct cleaning and
equi pnent sanitizing which requires at |east a parti al
di sassenbling of the system to install, nmaintain, repair,
fabricate, alter, extend, or design, when not prohibited by
| aw, piping and insul ati on of pipes, vessels, and ducts; to
repl ace, disconnect, or reconnect power wring on the | oad
side of the dedicated existing electrical disconnect swtch;
to install, disconnect, and reconnect |ow voltage heating,
ventilating, and air-conditioning control wiring; and to
install a condensate drain froman air-conditioning unit to an
exi sting safe waste or other approved disposal other than a
direct connection to a sanitary system The scope of work for
such contractor shall also include any excavati on work
incidental thereto, but shall not include any work such as
liquefied petroleumor natural gas fuel lines w thin buildings
except for disconnecting or reconnecting changeouts of

liquefied petroleumor natural gas appliances within

bui | di ngs, potable water |ines or connections thereto,

10

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

CS for SB 2304 First Engrossed

sanitary sewer lines, swinmng pool piping and filters, or
el ectrical power wiring.

(i) "Mechanical contractor" neans a contractor whose
services are unlimted in the execution of contracts requiring
t he experience, know edge, and skill to install, mmintain,
repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, when not
prohibited by law, central air-conditioning, refrigeration
heating, and ventilating systens, including duct work in
connection with a conplete systemonly to the extent such duct
work is performed by the contractor as is necessary to nake
conplete an air-distribution system boiler and unfired
pressure vessel systens, |ift station equi pnent and piping,
and all appurtenances, apparatus, or equipnment used in
connection therewith, and any duct cleaning and equi pnent
sanitizing which requires at |least a partial disassenbling of
the system to install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter
extend, or design, when not prohibited by |aw, piping,

i nsul ation of pipes, vessels and ducts, pressure and process
pi pi ng, pneunmatic control piping, gasoline tanks and punp
installations and piping for sane, standpipes, air piping,
vacuum | i ne pi ping, oxygen lines, nitrous oxide piping, ink
and chemical lines, fuel transmi ssion lines, |iquefied
petroleumgas |lines within buildings,and natural gas fue

lines within buildings; to replace, disconnect, or reconnect
power wiring on the |load side of the dedicated existing

el ectrical disconnect switch; to install, disconnect, and
reconnect |ow voltage heating, ventilating, and
air-conditioning control wiring; and to install a condensate
drain froman air-conditioning unit to an existing safe waste
or other approved di sposal other than a direct connection to a
sanitary system The scope of work for such contractor shal

11
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1| also include any excavation work incidental thereto, but shal
2 | not include any work such as H-guetiet—petrotevmgas—TFuel

3 | Hres—wi-thin—buttdings,pot abl e water |ines or connections

4| thereto, sanitary sewer lines, sw nmng pool piping and

5| filters, or electrical power wiring.

6 (m "Plunbing contractor" neans a contractor whose

7 | contracting business consists of the execution of contracts

8 | requiring the experience, financial neans, know edge, and

9] skill toinstall, maintain, repair, alter, extend, or, when
10 | not prohibited by law, design plunbing. A plunbing contractor
11| may install, maintain, repair, alter, extend, or, when not

12 | prohibited by | aw, design the follow ng w thout obtaining any
13 | additional local regulatory license, certificate, or

14 | registration: sanitary drainage or stormdrainage facilities;
15| venting systens; public or private water supply systens;

16 | septic tanks; drai nage and supply wells; sw nm ng pool piping;
17 | irrigation systens; or solar heating water systens and al

18 | appurtenances, apparatus, or equi pnent used in connection

19 | therewith, including boilers and pressure process piping and
20 | including the installation of water, natural gas, {exctuding
21| liquid petrol eum gasesy, and storm and sanitary sewer |ines;
22 | and water and sewer plants and substations. The scope of work
23| of the plunbing contractor also includes the design, when not
24 | prohibited by law, and installation, naintenance, repair,
25| alteration, or extension of air-piping, vacuumline piping,
26 | oxygen line piping, nitrous oxide piping, and all related
27 | nedi cal gas systens; fire |line standpipes and fire sprinklers
28 | to the extent authorized by law;, ink and chemical lines; fue
29 | oil and gasoline piping and tank and punp installation, except
30| bul k storage plants; and pneunatic control piping systens, al
31| in such a manner as to conply with all plans, specifications,

12
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1| codes, laws, and regul ations applicable. The scope of work of
2 | the plunbing contractor shall apply to private property and

3| public property, shall include any excavation work i ncidental
4| thereto, and shall include the work of the specialty plunbing
5| contractor. Such contractor shall subcontract, with a

6| qualified contractor in the field concerned, all other work
7]incidental to the work but which is specified herein as being
8| the work of a trade other than that of a plunbing contractor
9] Nothing in this definition shall be construed to linmt the

10 | scope of work of any specialty contractor certified pursuant
11 ) to s. 489.113(6). Nothing in this definition shall be

12 | construed to require certification or registration under this
13 | part of any authorized enpl oyee of a public natural gas

14 | utility or of a private natural gas utility regulated by the
15| Public Service Conmm ssion when di sconnecting and reconnecti ng
16 | water lines in the servicing or replacenent of an existing

17 | wat er heater.

18 Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) and

19 | paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 489.133, Florida
20| Statutes, are anended to read:
21 489. 133 Pol lutant storage systens specialty
22 | contractors; definitions; certification; restrictions.--
23 (4) The board shall adopt rules providing standards
24 | for certification of pollutant storage systens specialty
25| contractors, including persons who renove such systens. The
26 | board shall provide the proposed rules to the Departnent of
27 | Environnental Protection for review and comment prior to
28 | adoption. The rules shall include, but not be linted to:
29 (c) Requirenents for certification w thout exam nation
30 | of pollutant storage systens specialty contractors for any
31 | person who has passed a local |icensure exanination—a

13
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v . . . I ’ .
exafmfat-on—of—anat+onrat—erganizat+on,-which is at | east as
stringent as the exanination adopted by the board.

(5)(a) Notwi thstanding any provision of this part to
the contrary, no person shall engage in contracting as a
pol | utant storage systens specialty contractor unless such
person is certified as a pollutant storage systens specialty
contractor pursuant to this part, and if the person installs

or renoves a petrol eum storage systemas defined in s.

376.301(33), that person nust conply with the requirenents of
s. 376.30711(2)(b) and (c), and maintain pollution liability
i nsurance of at least $1 nillion per occurrence and $1 nmillion

annual aggregate, nor shall any official authorized to issue

building or other related pernits issue a permt or pernits
for the installation or renoval of a pollutant storage tank
unl ess such official ascertains that the applicant for such
permt or pernits is certified as a pollutant storage systens
specialty contractor and that the applicant satisfies the

requi rements inposed by this paragraph
Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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