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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2310

By Senator Atwater

25- 1649A- 04 See HB 1139
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to reading deficiencies;
anending s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing certain
rights to parents of students with reading
deficiencies; creating s. 1003.59, F.S.
requiring a Readi ng Enhancenent and
Accel eration Initiative to be established in
each school district; providing focus of the
initiative to prevent the retention of
third-grade students and to provide accel erated
readi ng instruction to students who fail to
neet certain standards; specifying student and
parent rights; providing for oversight and
enforcenent for nonconpliance; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (11) through (22) of section
1002. 20, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (12)
t hrough (23), respectively, and a new subsection (11) is added
to that section to read

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of
public school students nust receive accurate and tinely
information regarding their child' s academ ¢ progress and nust
be inforned of ways they can help their child to succeed in
school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded nunerous
statutory rights including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(11) STUDENTS W TH READI NG DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Each
el enmentary school shall regularly assess the reading ability

of each K-3 student. The parent of any K-3 student who
1
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1| exhibits a reading deficiency shall be immediately notified of
2| the student's deficiency with a description and explanation in
3| terns understandable to the parent of the exact nature of the
4| student's struggle with reading, shall be consulted in the

5| devel opnent of a detail ed academ c i nprovenent plan, as

6 | described in s. 1008.25(4)(b), and shall be inforned that the
7| student will be given intensive reading instruction until the
8| deficiency is corrected. This subsection operates in addition
9| to the renediation and notification provisions contained in s.
10 ] 1008.25 and in no way reduces the rights of a parent or the
11 | responsibilities of a school district under that section

12 Section 2. Section 1003.59, Florida Statutes, is

13 | created to read:

14 1003.59 Readi ng Enhancenent and Accel eration

15| Initiative.--

16 (1) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - A Readi ng Enhancenent and

17 | Acceleration Initiative shall be established in each schoo

18 | district. The focus of the statewide initiative shall be to:
19 (a) Establish a reading enhancenent initiative to

20 | prevent the retention of third-grade students by inpl enenting
21| a nethod and systemfor preventing illiteracy in grades K-3.
22 (b) Establish a reading acceleration initiative to

23 | provide intensive, accelerated reading instruction to

24 | third-grade students who fail to neet standards for pronotion
25| to the fourth grade.

26 (2) READI NG ENHANCEMENT | NI TI ATl VE REQUI REMENTS. - - The
27 | readi ng enhancenent initiative shall:

28 (a) Be provided to all K-3 students at risk of

29 | retention as identified by the Dynanic Indicators of Basic

30| Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), the statew de assessnent

31| systemused in Florida Reading First schools. DIBELS are five
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brief neasures of the inportant skills that formthe basis for

early success in reading.

(b) Include daily 30-minute to 45-nmi nute intensive

readi ng instruction delivered by professional and

par aprof essional staff trained to provide explicit, systematic

instruction in the five essential conponents of reading as

identified by Reading First, which are phonen c awareness,

phoni cs, fluency, vocabul ary, and conprehension, and in using

assessnent to indicate needed instruction

(c) Be provided during regular school hours in

addition to the regular reading instruction

(d) Provide a state-identified reading curriculumthat

i ncludes a nethod and system for preventing illiteracy that

has been reviewed by the Florida Center for Readi ng Research

at Florida State University and neets, at a mninmum the

foll owi ng specifications:

1. Assists struggling readers to attain readi ng at

grade | evel.

2. Provides skill developnent in the five essenti al

conponents of reading as identified by Reading First.

3. |Is research based and has a proven net hod and

systemfor preventing illiteracy.

4. Provides scientifically based and reliable

assessnent.
5. Provides correct placenent within the reading

program
6. Provides initial and ongoi ng anal ysis of each

student's readi ng progress.

7. Includes a conputerized nanagenent system for

i medi ate anal ysis and reporting to school officials and

parents.
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1 8. Includes DI BELS assessnent, or a conpletely
2 | equi val ent neasure, which is integrated into the curricul um
3 (3) READI NG ACCELERATI ON | NI TI ATI VE REQUI REMENTS. - - The
4 | readi ng acceleration initiative shall:
5 (a) Be provided through reading accel eration centers
6|to all third-grade students who fail to neet standards for
7| pronotion to the fourth grade.
8 (b) Include daily 60-minute to 90-ninute intensive,
9 | accel erated reading instruction delivered by high-quality
10| instructional staff who hold certification in elenentary
11 | education, certification in reading, or an endorsenent in
12 | readi ng and who have extensive training in explicit,
13 | systematic instruction in the five essential conponents of
14 | reading as identified by Reading First and in using assessnent
15| to indicate needed instruction
16 (c) Be inplenented during regular school hours.
17 (d) O fer core education services to enrolled students
18 | to enable students to stay on grade level in other acadenic
19 | areas.
20 (e) Adopt a reading curriculumthat neets al
21 | requirenents set forth in paragraph (2)(d).
22 (4) STUDENT AND PARENT RI GHTS. - -
23 (a) A student retained pursuant to s. 1008.25 may
24 | attend a readi ng accel erati on center
25 (b) Each retained student shall be assessed each 9
26 | weeks and shall be pronoted to fourth grade if he or she
27 | becones a successful and i ndependent reader by achi eving a
28 | passing score on a nationally recogni zed standardi zed test as
29 | determ ned by the Departnent of Education
30 (c) |If a student achieves a score on a test
31| adnini stered pursuant to paragraph (b) that does not result in
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1| the student's pronotion to the fourth grade, the school, in
2| consultation with the student's parent, shall nodify the
3| student's acadenic inprovenent plan entered into pursuant to
4] s. 1002.20(11) or s. 1008.25(4)(b) to reflect the student's
5] current level of performance in phoneni c awar eness, phonics,
6 | fl uency, vocabul ary, and conprehension. During this process,
7| the parent nust be inforned of all instructional and support
8 | services available to inprove the student's reading ability.
9 (5) COVPLI ANCE. - - Any school district that fails to

10 ) conply with the requirenents of this section shall be subject
11| to the oversight and enforcenment provisions contained in s.
12 | 1008. 32.

13 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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