Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CsS for SB 2310

By the Committee on Education; and Senators Atwater, W] son

and Cowi n
304-2669- 04
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to reading deficiencies;
3 anmendi ng s. 1002.20, F.S.; providing certain
4 rights to parents of students with reading
5 deficiencies; requiring that parents receive
6 under st andabl e i nformati on and are consulted
7 regarding a child' s academ c progress; anending
8 s. 1008.25, F.S.; renpving an obsol ete date
9 provi ding notification of additiona
10 information to parents of students who exhi bit
11 a substantial reading deficiency; revising
12 certain good cause exenptions from mandatory
13 retention; requiring school districts to
14 provi de certain reading interventions to
15 students who have been retained; providing
16 school district requirenments relating to
17 remedi ati on of student readi ng deficiencies,
18 parental notification, inplenentation of a
19 m d-year pronotion policy, provision of
20 i nstructional options for students,
21 establ i shnment of a Readi ng Enhancenment and
22 Accel eration Devel opment (READ) Initiative,
23 establ i shment of an intensive accel eration
24 class for retained 3rd grade students, and
25 reporting; providing an effective date.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Subsections (11) through (22) of section
30| 1002.20, Florida Statutes, are renunmbered as subsections (12)
31
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1| through (23), respectively, and a new subsection (11) is added
2| to that section to read:

3 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of

4| public school students nust receive accurate and tinely

5| information regarding their child' s acaden c progress and nust
6| be informed of ways they can help their child to succeed in

7| school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded numerous
8| statutory rights including, but not limted to, the follow ng:
9 (11) STUDENTS W TH READI NG DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Each

10| elementary school shall regularly assess the reading ability
11| of each K-3 student. The parent of any K-3 student who

12| exhibits a reading deficiency shall be inmediately notified of
13| the student's deficiency with a description and expl anation
14| in terns understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of
15| the student's difficulty in |earning and |ack of achi evenent
16| in reading; shall be consulted in the devel opnent of a

17| detail ed acadenic inprovenent plan, as described in s.

18| 1008.25(4)(b); and shall be inforned that the student will be
19| given intensive reading instruction until the deficiency is
20| corrected. This subsection operates in addition to the
21| remediation and notification provisions contained in s.
22| 1008.25 and in no way reduces the rights of a parent or the
23| responsibilities of a school district under that section
24 Section 2. Subsection (5) and paragraph (b) of
25| subsection (6) of section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, are
26| anended, subsections (7), (8), and (9) are renunbered as
27| subsections (8), (9), and (10), respectively, and a new
28| subsection (7) is added to that section, to read:
29 1008.25 Public school student progression; renedia
30| instruction; reporting requirenents.--
31 (5) READI NG DEFI Cl ENCY AND PARENTAL NOTI FI CATI ON. - -
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(a) It is the ultimate goal of the Legislature that
every student read at or above grade |evel. Any student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon
locally determ ned or statew de assessnents conducted in
ki ndergarten or grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through
t eacher observations, mnust be given intensive reading
instruction immediately following the identification of the
readi ng deficiency. The student's readi ng proficiency nmust be
reassessed by locally determ ned assessnments or through
t eacher observations at the beginning of the grade follow ng
the intensive reading instruction. The student nust continue
to be provided with intensive reading instruction until the
readi ng deficiency is renedied.

(b) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, if the
student's readi ng deficiency, as identified in paragraph (a),
is not renedied by the end of grade 3, as denonstrated by
scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statew de assessnent test
in reading for grade 3, the student nust be retained.

(c) Begianinrg—with—t+he 20022003—secheel—yrear— The
parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
readi ng, as described in paragraph (a), nust be notified in
writing of the foll ow ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having
a substantial deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are
provi ded to the child.

3. A description of the proposed suppl enenta
i nstructional services and supports that will be provided to
the child that are designed to renediate the identified area

of reading deficiency.
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1 4. That if the child s reading deficiency is not

2| renediated by the end of grade 3, the child nust be retained
3| unless he or she is exenpt from mandatory retention for good
4| cause.

5 5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their

6| child succeed in reading proficiency.

7 6. That the Florida Conprehensive Assessment Test
8|(FECAT) is not the sole determiner of pronotion and that

9| additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessnents are
10| available to the child to assist parents and the schoo

11| district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade
12| level and ready for grade pronption

13 7. The district's specific criteria and policies for
14| mid-year pronotion. Md-year pronption neans pronotion of a
15| retained student at any tinme during the year of retention once
16| the student has denpnstrated ability to read at grade |evel.
17 (6) ELI M NATI ON OF SOCI AL PROMOTI ON. - -

18 (b) The district school board may only exenpt students
19| from mandatory retention, as provided in paragraph (5)(b), for
20| good cause. Good cause exenptions shall be linted to the

21| follow ng:

22 1. Limted English proficient students who have had
23| less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of
24| Ot her Languages program

25 2. Students with disabilities whose individua

26| education plan indicates that participation in the statew de
27| assessnment programis not appropriate, consistent with the

28| requirenments of State Board of Education rule.

29 3. Students who denonstrate an acceptable | evel of

30| performance on an alternative standardi zed readi ng assessnent
31| approved by the State Board of Educati on.
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4. Students who denonstrate, through a student
portfolio, that the student is reading on grade |evel as
evi denced by denmpnstration of nastery of the Sunshine State
Standards in reading equal to at |least a Level 2 perfornmance
on the FCAT.

5. Students with disabilities who participate in the
FCAT and who have an individual education plan or a Section
504 plan that reflects that the student has received the
intensive renmediation in reading, as required by paragraph
(4)(b), for nmore than 2 years but still denonstrates a
deficiency in reading and was previously retained in
ki ndergarten, grade 1, e+ grade 2, or grade 3.

6. Students who have received the intensive
remedi ati on in reading as required by paragraph (4)(b) for 2
or nore years but still denonstrate a deficiency in reading
and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, e+

grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years. Intensive reading

i nstruction for students so prompoted nust include an altered
i nstructional day based upon an academ c inprovenent plan that
i ncl udes specialized diagnostic information and specific
readi ng strategies for each student. The district school board
shal | assist schools and teachers to inplenment reading
strategi es that research has shown to be successful in
i mprovi ng readi ng anong | ow perform ng readers.

(7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSI ON FOR RETAI NED READERS. - -

(a) Students retained under the provisions of

par agraph (5)(b) nmust be provided intensive interventions in

reading to aneliorate the student's specific reading

deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic

assessnent. This intensive intervention nust include effective

instructional strategies, participation in the schoo
5
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district's sunmer reading canp, and appropriate teaching

net hodol ogi es_necessary to assist those students in beconi ng

successful readers, able to read at or above grade |evel, and

ready for pronption to the next grade.

(b) Bedinning with the 2004-2005 school year., each

school district shall

1. Conduct a review of student acadeni c inprovenent

plans for all students who did not score above Level 1 on the

readi ng portion of the FCAT and did not neet the criteria for

one of the good cause exenptions in paragraph (6)(b). The

review shall address additional supports and services, as

described in this subsection, needed to renedi ate the

identified areas of reading deficiency. The school district

shall require a student portfolio to be conpleted for each

such student.

2. Provide students who are retained under the

provisions of paragraph (5)(b) with intensive instructiona

services and supports to renediate the identified areas of

readi ng deficiency, including a m ninmum of 90 m nutes of

daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading

instruction and other strateqgies prescribed by the schoo

district, which may include, but are not limted to:

a. Small group instruction.

b. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

c. Mre frequent progress nonitoring.

d. Tutoring or nentoring.

e. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade

students.

f. Extended school day, week, or vyear

d. _Summer_readi ng _canps.
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3. Provide witten notification to the parent of any

student who is retained under the provisions of paradraph

(5)(b) that his or her child has not nmet the proficiency |eve

required for pronotion and the reasons the child is not

eligible for a good cause exenption as provided in paragraph

(6)(b). The notification must conply with the provisions of s.

1002. 20(14) and nust include a description of proposed

interventions and supports that will be provided to the child

to renediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

4. Inplenent _a policy for the md-year pronption of

any student retained under the provisions of paragraph (5)(b)

who can denpnstrate that he or she is a successful and

i ndependent reader, reading at or above grade |evel, and ready

to be pronmpted to grade 4. Tools that school districts may use

in reevaluating any student retained may include subseguent

assessnents, alternative assessnments, and portfolio reviews,

in accordance with rules of the State Board of Education.

St udents prompted during the school vyear after Novenmber 1 nust

denpbnstrate proficiency above that required to score at lLeve

2 on the grade 3 FCAT, as deternined by the State Board of

Education. The State Board of Education shall adopt standards

that provide a reasonable expectation that the student's

progress is sufficient to master appropriate 4th grade | eve

reading skills.

5. Provide students who are retained under the

provi sions of paragraph (5)(b) with a high-perfornming teacher

as deterni ned by student performance data and

above-satisfactory perfornmance appraisals.

6. In addition to required readi ng enhancenent and

accel eration strategies, provide parents of students to be
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1| retained with at |east one of the following instructiona

2| options:

3 a. Supplenental tutoring in scientifically

4| research-based reading services in addition to the requl ar

5| reading block, including tutoring before or after school

6 b. A "Read at Hone" plan outlined in a parenta

7| contract, including participation in "Famlies Building Better
8| Readers Workshops" and requl ar parent - gui ded hone readi ng.

9 c. A nmentor or tutor with specialized reading

10| training.

11 7. Establish a Readi ng Enhancenent and Accel eration
12| Devel opment (READ) Initiative. The focus of the READ

13| Initiative shall be to prevent the retention of grade 3

14| students and to offer intensive accel erated reading

15| instruction to grade 3 students who failed to neet standards
16| for pronotion to grade 4 and to each K-3 student who is

17| assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency. The READ

18| Initiative shall

19 a. Be provided to all K-3 students at risk of

20| retention as identified by the statew de assessnent system
21| used in Reading First schools. The assessnment nust neasure
22| phonem ¢ awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and

23| conprehension.

24 b. Be provided during reqgular school hours in addition
25| to the reqular reading instruction.

26 c. Provide a state-identified reading curriculumthat
27| has been reviewed by the Florida Center for Reading Research
28| at Florida State University and neets, at a mininmm the

29| follow ng specifications:

30 (1) Assists students assessed as exhibiting a reading
31| deficiency in developing the ability to read at grade |evel.
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1 (11) Provides skill devel opnent in phoneni c awareness,
2| phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and conprehension.
3 (111) Provides scientifically based and reliable
4| assessnent.
5 (1V) Provides initial and ongoing analysis of each
6| student's reading progress.
7 (M 1Is inplenented during regular school hours.
8 (VI) Provides a curriculumin core academ c subjects
9| to assist the student in maintaining or nmeeting proficiency
10| Levels for the appropriate grade in all acadenic subjects.
11 8. Establish at each school, where applicable, an
12| intensive acceleration class for retained third graders who
13| subsequently score at Level 1 on the reading portion of the
14| ECAT. The focus of the intensive acceleration class shall be
15| to increase a child's reading level at |least two grade |evels
16| in 1 school year. The intensive acceleration class shall
17 a. Be provided to any student in grade 3 scoring at
18| Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was
19| retained in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring at Leve
20| 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT.
21 b. Have reduced teacher-student ratios.
22 c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the
23| mpjority of student contact tinme each day and incorporate
24| opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards
25| in other core subject areas.
26 d. Use a reading programthat is scientifically
27| research-based and has proven results in accelerating student
28| reading achievenent within the same school year
29 e. Provide intensive |anguage and vocabul ary
30| instruction using a scientifically research-based program
31| including use of a speech-|anguage therapist.
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f. Include weekly progress nonitoring neasures to

ensure that progress is being nade.

d. Report to the Departnent of Education, in the

manner _descri bed by the departnment, the progress of these

students at the end of the first senester

9. Report to the State Board of Education, as

requested, on the specific intensive reading interventions and

supports inplenented at the school district |evel. The

Commi ssi oner _of Education shall annually prescribe the

requi red conponents of requested reports.

10. Provide a student who has been retained in grade 3

and has received intensive instructional services but is stil

not ready for grade pronption, as determ ned by the schoo

district, the option of being placed in a transitiona

instructional setting. Such setting shall specifically be

designed to produce learning gains sufficient to neet grade 4

performance standards while continuing to renedi ate the areas

of reading deficiency.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2310

Renmoves designated tine length for summer readi ng canps.

Makes a technical change.
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