Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2470
By Senator Crist

12-1487- 04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to indictnent of a juvenile;

3 anending s. 985.225, F.S.; requiring the court

4 to nake a determ nation of conpetency when a

5 mnor is indicted for an of fense puni shabl e by

6 death or by life inprisonnent; providing an

7 ef fective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 985.225, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 985.225 Indictrment of a juvenile.--

14 (1) Achild of any age who is charged with a violation
15| of state |aw punishable by death or by life inprisonnent is
16 | subject to the jurisdiction of the court as set forth in s.
17 ] 985.219(8) unless and until an indictnent on the charge is

18 | returned by the grand jury. When such indictnent is returned,
19 | the court on its own notion shall nmake a determ nation of
20 | conpetency under s. 985.223. Thereafter,the petition for
21| delinquency, if any, nust be dism ssed and the child nust be
22 | tried and handled in every respect as an adult:
23 (a) On the offense punishable by death or by life
24 | i npri sonnent; and
25 (b) On all other felonies or msdeneanors charged in
26 | the indictnment which are based on the sane act or transaction
27 | as the offense punishable by death or by life inprisonnment or
28 | on one or nore acts or transactions connected with the offense
29 | puni shabl e by death or by life inprisonnent.
30 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
31
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the court to make a determ nation of conpetency
when a minor is indicted for a capital offense.
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