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Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2504
By Senator Hil

1-1879A- 04 See HB 1523
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida KidCare program
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, the Florida KidCare programwas created by the
Legislature in 1998 as a public-private partnership that
offers working famlies the opportunity to purchase | ow cost
health care for their children, and

WHEREAS, the Florida KidCare programis a proven
ef fective programserving over 1.5 mllion children under age
19, and

WHEREAS, the health and well -being of our children are
of highest priority, and ensuring that children are provided
adequate health care is a fundanental famly val ue, and

WHEREAS, providing children health insurance is a
prudent financial investnent, relieving a burden on the
state's over-crowded energency roons, providing to the state's
schools a healthy child who is better able to learn, and
enabl ing parents to be nore productive in their jobs, and

WHEREAS, the Federal Governnent pays over 70 percent of
the cost of the Florida KidCare programfor Title-XXl-eligible
children, and

WHEREAS, Medicaid and Title XXl spending has a
significant inpact on the state's econony, generating a rate
of return for fiscal year 2001 of $2.82 per dollar invested in
Medi cai d, creating new business activity, jobs, and wages, and

VWHEREAS, Congress provided this state with $413 mllion
in additional Medicaid dollars in 2003, with the intent that
it be used for health care and an additional $132 million in
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State Children's Health Insurance Program federal funds in
February of 2004, and

WHEREAS, the 2003 Legislature froze the enrollnent for
the Florida KidCare program creating a waiting list of over
100,000 Title-XXl-eligible and non-Title-XXl-eligible
chil dren, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund, the Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration Tobacco Settl enent Trust Fund, the Departnent
of Health Tobacco Settlenent Trust Fund, and the Health Care
Trust Fund to the Agency for Health Care Administration and

the Departnent of Health an anount sufficient to fully fund

the Florida KidCare programfor the renmai nder of this year and

for fiscal year 2004-2005, providing coverage for al
Title-XXl-eligible and non-Title-XXl-eligible children
i ncluding i medi ate coverage for the 2003-2004 waiting list as

of the effective date of this act, eligible children for the

renmai nder of the 2003-2004 fiscal year, future growth in the

program and future price |level increases.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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