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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the statewi de and | oca

3 advocacy councils; anending s. 402.164, F.S.

4 provi di ng definitions; amending s. 402.165,

5 F.S.; requiring the Florida Statew de Advocacy
6 Council to be located in the Executive Ofice

7 of the Governor; renoving the requirenent for

8 the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
9 to provide admnistrative support; revising the
10 menber shi p of the statew de advocacy counci l

11 providing priority consideration for certain

12 candi dates for the statewi de council; requiring
13 the Governor to select an executive director

14 provi ding that such director shall serve at the
15 pl easure of the Governor; renobving a

16 restriction on the preparation of the annua

17 budget; requiring the council to consult with
18 the Governor before generating a conplaint;

19 revising council duties and responsibilities;
20 directing the council to establish interagency
21 agreenents with certain state agencies;
22 requiring copies of certain files, records, and
23 reports to be provided to the council at the
24 agency's expense; anending s. 402.166, F.S.
25 deleting references to administration by the
26 departnent; providing clarification for duties
27 performed by a l|ocal council; revising the
28 period in which the Governor may approve or
29 di sapprove an appoi ntnment; renoving authority
30 to review certain prograns; providing that the
31 | ocal council has the same authority to access

1
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1 records fromfacilities, progranms, and clients

2 as does the statew de advocacy counci l

3 anending s. 402.167, F.S.; directing each state

4 agency that provides client services to provide

5 certain information about the statew de

6 advocacy and |l ocal councils; transferring the

7 Fl ori da Statew de Advocacy Council, certain

8 positions, local councils, and a toll-free

9 conplaint line by a type two transfer fromthe

10 Department of Children and Family Services to

11 the Florida Statew de Advocacy Counci |

12 directing the departnent to identify positions

13 to be transferred by a type two transfer to the

14 Fl ori da Statew de Advocacy Council for support

15 of the local councils; providing an effective

16 dat e.

17

18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

19

20 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 402.164, Florida
21| Statutes, is anended to read:

22 402.164 Legislative intent; definitions.--

23 (2) As used in ss. 402.164-402. 167, the term

24 (a) "Access" neans a visual inspection or the copying
25| of the records mmintained by the state agency, facility,

26| provider, or contractor

27 (b)ay "Cient" neans a client as defined in s.

28| 393.063, s. 394.67, s. 397.311, or s. 400.960, a forensic

29| client or client as defined in s. 916.106, a child or youth as
30| defined in s. 39.01, a child as defined in s. 827.01, a famly
31| as defined in s. 414.0252, a participant as defined in s.

2
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1| 400.551, a resident as defined in s. 400.402, a Medicaid
2| recipient or recipient as defined in s. 409.901, a child
3| receiving childcare as defined in s. 402.302, a disabled adult
4| as defined in s. 410.032 or s. 410.603, or a victim as defined
5]/ ins. 39.01 or s. 415.102 as each definition applies within
6| its respective chapter
7 (c)fby "Cdient services" nmeans services which are
8| provided to a client by a state agency or a service provider
9| operated, funded, or contracted by the state.
10 (d) "Council" or "statewi de council" nmeans the Florida
11| Statewi de Advocacy Counci |
12 (e) "lLocal council" or "local advocacy council" neans
13| one of the |ocal advocacy councils located in this state,
14| under the supervision of the Florida Statew de Advocacy
15| Council.
16 Section 2. Section 402.165, Florida Statutes, is
17| amended to read:
18 402.165 Florida Statew de Advocacy Counci l
19| confidential records and neetings.--
20 (1) Fhe—StatewideHurarR-ghts—AdvecacyComrittee
21| withinthe Pepartrent—efChildren—andtamty—Services—+s
22| redesighrated—as The Florida Statew de Advocacy Council shall
23| be located in the Executive Ofice of the Governor, but may be
24| assigned by the Governor for administrative support purposes
25| to any Governor's agency. Menmbers of the council shal
26| represent the interests of clients who are served by state
27| agencies that provide client services. Fhe—DPepartrent—of
28| chitdren—andtamty—Servieces—shall—provide—admnistrative
29| suppert—and-servieetothe statewrde——counreirt—totheextent
30| reguestedbythe—executive—director—wthinavat-table
31| reseurees— The statewi de council is not subject to control
3
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1| supervision, or direction by any state agency providing client
2| services thebepartrwent—ofChildren—andtamty—Serviees in the
3| performance of its duties. The council shall consist of not
4| |l ess than 15 and not nore than 20 residents of this state, one
5| from each service area designated by the statew de council
6| who broadly represent the interests of the public and the
7| clients of the state agencies that provide client services.
8| The nenbers shall be representative of fewr groups of state
9| residents as follows: a ene provider who delivers client
10| services as—definedinr—s—402-164{2); a twe nonsal ari ed
11| representati ve representatives of nonprofit agencies or civic
12| groups; a representative feur—+epresentatives of consumer
13| groups who is are currently receiving, or has have received,
14| one or nore client services within the past 4 years—at—teast
15
16| and two residents of the state who do not represent any of the
17| foregoing groups, but may represent a enre—-eofwhomtepresents
18| t+he health-rel ated profession or prefessions—anrd—one—ef—whom
19| represents the | egal profession. |In appointing the
20| representative of the health-related professions, the
21| appointing authority shall give priority of consideration to a
22| physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459; and, in
23| appointing the representative of the | egal profession, the
24| appointing authority shall give priority of consideration to a
25| menmber in good standing of The Florida Bar. O the renaining
26| menmbers, no nmore than one shall be an elected official +—hre
27
28
29
30
31
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1l , : , : : : : :
2| a—eHent——serviees—group—that—+tsnetrepresentedontheecounci
3| at—thetiwe—of appotnrtrent. Except for the nmenber who is an
4| elected public official, each nenber of the statew de counci
5| nust be given priority consideration if he or she has have
6| served as a nmenber of a |ocal H-erda—advecacy council —with
7| prHerty—econsideration—givento—an—apptH-cant—whohas—served—a
8| fuvHH—termon—atecal—ecounecit. Persons related to each other
9| by consanguinity or affinity within the third degree may not

10| serve on the statew de council at the sane tinme.

11 (2) Menbers of the statew de council shall be

12| appointed to serve terms of 4 years. A nenber nmay not serve

13| nore than two full consecutive ternmns.

14 (3) If a nmenber of the statewi de council fails to

15| attend two-thirds of the regular council neetings during the

16| course of a year, the position held by the nmenber nmay be

17| deened vacant by the council. The Governor shall fill the

18| vacancy accordi ng pursdant to subsection (4). If a nenber of

19| the statewi de council violates this section or procedures

20| adopted under this section, the council may recomend to the

21| Governor that the nenmber be renoved.

22 (4) The Governor may shatk+ fill a eaeh vacancy on the

23| statewide council froma list of nom nees subnitted by the

24| statew de council or appoint any qualified person. A list of

25| candidates may be submitted to the statew de council by the

26| local council in the service area from which the vacancy

27| occurs. Priority of consideration shall be given to the

28| appoi ntnment of an individual who is receiving one or nore

29| client services and whose primary interest, experience, or

30| expertise lies with a major client group that is not

31| represented on the council at the time of the appointnent. |If

5
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an appointrment is not made within 60 days after a vacancy
occurs on the statew de council, the vacancy may be filled by
a mpjority vote of the statewi de council w thout further
action by the Governor. A person who is enployed by any state
agency in client services nay not be appointed to the
st at ewi de counci |

(5)(a) Menbers of the statew de council shall receive
no conpensation, but are entitled to be reinbursed for per
diem and travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061

(b) The Governor eeunret shall select an executive
di rector who shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor
eotnrett and shall performthe duties del egated to himor her
by the council. The conpensation of the executive director
and staff shall be established in accordance with the rul es of
the Sel ected Exenpt Servi ce.

(c) The council may apply for, receive, and accept
grants, gifts, donations, bequests, and other paynents
i ncl udi ng nmoney or property, real or personal, tangible or
i ntangi bl e, and service from any governnmental or other public
or private entity or person and nake arrangenents as to the
use of sane.

(d) The statew de council shall annually prepare a

budget request that, is—net—tebe chanrgedbydepartrwent—staff
after it is approved by the council, but shall be subnmtted to

t he Governor fer—transmttalteothetegistature. The budget
shall include a request for funds to carry out the activities
of the statew de council and the |ocal councils.

(6) The nenbers of the statew de council shall elect a
chair and a vice chair to terms of 1 year. A person nmay not
serve as chair or vice chair for nore than two ful

consecutive ternmns.

6
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1 (7) The responsibilities of the statew de counci

2| include, but are not limted to:

3 (a) Serving as an independent third-party nmechani sm

4| for protecting the constitutional and human rights of clients
5| within prograns or facilities operated, funded, or contracted
6| by any state agency that provides client services.

7 (b) Monitoring, by site visit and through access to

8| Hhspeetien—of records the delivery and use of services,

9| prograns, or facilities operated, funded, or contracted by any
10| state agency that provides client services, for the purpose of
11| preventing abuse or deprivation of the constitutional and

12| human rights of clients. The statew de council may conduct an
13| unannounced site visit or nonitoring visit that involves the
14| inspection of records if the visit is conditioned upon a

15| complaint. A conplaint my be generated by the counci

16| itself, after consulting with the Governor's office, if

17| information fromany state agency that provides client

18| services or fromother sources indicates a situation at the
19| programor facility that indicates possible abuse or neglect
20| or deprivation of the constitutional and human rights of
21| clients. The statew de council shall establish and foll ow
22| uniformcriteria for the review of information and generation
23| of conplaints. Routine program nonitoring and reviews that do
24| not require an exam nation of records nmay be nade unannounced.
25 (c) Receiving, investigating, and resolving reports of
26| abuse or deprivation of constitutional and human rights
27| referred to the statewi de council by a local council. If a
28| matter constitutes a threat to the life, safety, or health of
29| clients or is multiservice-area mHtidistriet in scope, the
30| statewide council nmay exercise its sueh powers without the
31| necessity of a referral froma local council

7
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(d) Review ng existing prograns or services and new or
revi sed prograns of the state agencies that provide client
servi ces and meki ng recommendati ons as to how the rights of
clients are affected.

(e) Submitting an annual report to the Legislature, no
| ater than Decenber 30 of each cal endar year, concerning
activities, recomrendati ons, and conplaints reviewed or

devel oped by the council during the year

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

(f) Conducting neetings at least six tines a year at

iy
o

the call of the chair and at other tines at the call of the

=
(=Y

Governor or by witten request of six memnmbers of the council

iy
N

(g) Devel opi ng and adopting uni form procedures to be

iy
w

used to carry out the purpose and responsibilities of the

statewi de council and the | ocal council s;—wheh—procedures

[y
SN

Ml
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19 (h) Supervising the operations of the |ocal councils
20| and nmonitoring the performance and activities of all |oca

21| councils and providing technical assistance to nenbers anrd

22| staf+ of |ocal councils.

23 (i) Providing for the devel opnment and presentation of
24| a standardi zed training program for menbers of |ocal councils.
25 (j) Devel oping and mmintaining interagency agreenments
26| between the council and the state agencies providing client
27| services. The interagency agreenents shall address the

28| coordination of efforts and identify the roles and

29| responsibilities of the statewi de and | ocal councils and each
30| agency in fulfillment of their responsibilities, including

31| access to records.

9
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1 (8)(a) In the performance of its duties, the statew de
2| council shall have

3 1. Authority to receive, investigate, seek to

4| conciliate, hold hearings on, and act on conplaints that

5| all ege any abuse or deprivation of constitutional or human

6| rights of persons who receive client services fromany state
7| agency.

8 2. Access to all client records, files, and reports

9| fromany program service, or facility that is operated,

10| funded, or contracted by any state agency that provides client
11| services and any records that are material to its

12| investigation and are in the custody of any other agency or
13| departnment of government. The council's investigation or

14| monitoring shall not inpede or obstruct matters under

15| investigation by | aw enforcenent agencies or judicia

16| authorities. Access shall not be granted if a specific

17| procedure or prohibition for reviewing records is required by
18| federal |aw and regul ation that supersedes state |l aw. Access
19| shall not be granted to the records of a private licensed
20| practitioner who is providing services outside the state
21| agency, or outside a state facility, and whose client is
22| conpetent and refuses disclosure.
23 3. Standing to petition the circuit court for access
24| to client records that are confidential as specified by |aw.
25| The petition shall state the specific reasons for which the
26| council is seeking access and the intended use of such
27| information. The circuit court may authorize council access
28| to the sueh records upon a finding that sueh access is
29| directly related to an investigation regarding the possible
30| deprivation of constitutional or human rights or the abuse of
31| aclient. Oiginal client files, agency records, and reports

10
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may shabk- not be renpved froma state agency, but copies nust

be provided to the council and the |ocal councils at the

agency's expense. Under no circunstance shall the counci

have access to confidential adoption records once the adoption
is finalized by a court in accordance with ss. 39.0132,

63. 022, and 63.162. Upon conpletion of a genera

i nvestigation of practices and procedures of a state agency,
the statewi de council shall report its findings to that

agency.

(b) Al information obtained or produced by the
statewi de council that is made confidential by law, that
relates to the identity of any client or group of clients
subject to the protections of this section, or that relates to
the identity of an individual who provides information to the
counci | about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, is confidential and exenpt
froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution.

(c) Portions of meetings of the statew de council that
relate to the identity of any client or group of clients
subject to the protections of this section, that relate to the
identity of an individual who provides infornmation to the
counci | about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, or wherein testinony is
provided relating to records otherwi se nmade confidential by
law, are exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. | of the
State Constitution.

(d) Al records prepared by nmenmbers of the statew de
council that reflect a nmental inpression, investigative
strategy, or theory are exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a),

Art. | of the State Constitution until the investigation is

11
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1| conpleted or until the investigation ceases to be active. For
2| purposes of this section, an investigation is considered

3| "active" while the sueh investigation is being conducted by

4| the statewi de council with a reasonable, good faith belief

5| that it may lead to a finding of abuse or of a violation of

6| human rights. An investigation does not cease to be active so
7| long as the statewi de council is proceeding with reasonabl e

8| dispatch and there is a good faith belief that action nay be
9| initiated by the council or other adm nistrative or |aw

10| enforcenent agency.

11 (e) Any person who knowi ngly and willfully discloses
12| any sueh confidential information conmits a misdeneanor of the
13| second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

14| 775.083.

15 Section 3. Section 402.166, Florida Statutes, is

16| amended to read:

17 402.166 Florida |local advocacy councils; confidentia
18| records and neetings.--

19 (1) Eseh—distriect—hurarrights—advocacycomrttee
20 | within—-each—serviee—area—-ofthe Pepartrent—ef Children—and
21| Famby—Services—+sredestgnratedas—theHorida—tocal—Advocacy
22| eeuneit— The |l ocal councils are subject to direction from and
23| the supervision of the statewide council. The statew de
24| council Bepartrwent—ofChildren—andtamtbyr—Serviees shal
25| assign staff to provide admnistrative support to the loca
26| counci | s—and—staff—assignredteothese—positions—shall—perform
27 | thefunetions—regquiredbythetocal—ecouneHs—without
28| inaterferencefromthedepartrent. Fhetoecal—ecounecits——shal
29| direet—the—activities—ofstaffassighredtothemtotheextent
30| neeessary—for—thetocal—ecouneitsto—ecarry—out—thelr—duties—
31| The nunber and areas of responsibility of the |local councils,

12
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not to exceed 46 councils statew de, shall be determ ned by
the statew de council and shall be consistent with judicia
circuit boundaries. Local councils shall neet at facilities
under their jurisdiction whenever possible.

(2) Each local council shall have no fewer than 7
menbers and no nore than 15 nmenbers, no nmore than 4 of whom
are or have been recipients of one or nore client services
within the last 4 years, except that one nenber of this group
may be an inmmediate relative or |egal representative of a
current or fornmer client; two providers who deliver client
services as defined in s. 402.164(2); and two representatives
of professional organizations, one of whomrepresents the
heal t h-rel ated professions and one of whom represents the
| egal profession. Priority of consideration shall be given to
t he appoi ntment of at |east one medical or osteopathic
physi ci an, as defined in chapters 458 and 459, and one nenber
in good standing of The Florida Bar. Priority of consideration
shall also be given to the appointnment of an individual who is
receiving client services and whose primary interest,
experience, or expertise lies with a major client group not
represented on the [ocal council at the tinme of the
appoi ntnent. A person who is enployed in client services by
any state agency may not be appointed to the |ocal council. No
nore than three individuals who are providing contracted
services for clients to any state agency nay serve on the sane
| ocal council at the sane tine. Persons related to each other
by consanguinity or affinity within the third degree may not
serve on the same |ocal council at the same tinme. All nmenbers
of local councils nust successfully conplete a standardized
training course for council menbers within 3 nonths after

their appointnment to a local council. A nenber may not be

13
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assigned to an investigation that requires access to
confidential information prior to the conpletion of the
training course. After he or she conpletes the required
trai ning course, a nmenber of a local council nay not be
prevented from participating in any activity of that |oca
council, including investigations and nonitoring, except due
to a conflict of interest as described in the procedures
established by the statew de council under purstant—te
subsection (7).

(3)(a) Wth respect to existing local councils, each
menber shall serve a termof 4 years. Upon expiration of a
termand in the case of any other vacancy, the | ocal counci
shal | appoint a replacenent by nmajority vote of the |oca
council, subject to the approval of the Governor. A nenber
may serve no nore than two full consecutive ternmns.

(b)1. The Governor shall appoint the first four
menbers of any newly created | ocal council; and those four
menbers shall select the remaining nmenbers, subject to
approval of the Governor. |f any of the first four nenbers
are not appointed within 60 days after a request is subnitted
to the Governor, those nenbers may be appointed by a majority
vote of the statew de council wi thout further action by the
Gover nor .

2. Menbers shall serve for no nore than two ful
consecutive terns of 4 years, except that at the tine of
initial appointnent, terms shall be staggered so that
approxi mately one-half of the nenbers first appointed shal
serve for ternms of 4 years and the renmining nenbers shal
serve for ternms of 2 years. Vacancies shall be filled as

provi ded in subparagraph 1

14
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(c) If no action is taken by the Governor to approve
or di sapprove a replacenent of a nmenber under purstanrt—te this
subsection within 60 38 days after the |local council has
notified the Governor of the appointnent, then the appointnment
of the replacenment may be consi dered approved by the Governor
statewide—couneit.

(4) Each local council shall elect a chair and a vice
chair for a termof 1 year. A person may not serve as chair or
vice chair for nore than two consecutive ternms. The chair's
and vice chair's terns expire on Septenber 30 of each year

(5) If a local council nenber fails to attend
two-thirds of the regular |ocal council neetings during the
course of a year, the local council may replace the nenber.

If a menber of a |ocal council violates this section or
procedures adopted under this section, the local council may
recommend to the Covernor that the nenmber be renopved.

(6) A nenber of a local council shall receive no
conpensation but is entitled to be reinbursed for per diem and
travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061. Menbers may be
provi ded rei mbursenent for |ong-distance tel ephone calls if
the sueh calls were necessary to an investigation of an abuse
or deprivation of constitutional or human rights.

(7) A local council shall first seek to resolve a
conplaint with the appropriate |local admnistration, agency,
or progran any matter not resolved by the |local council shal
be referred to the statew de council. A local council shal
conply with appeal procedures established by the statew de
council. The duties, actions, and procedures of both new and
exi sting local councils shall conformto ss. 402. 164-402. 167.
The duties of each local council shall include, but are not

limted to:

15
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(a) Serving as an i ndependent third-party nechani sm
for protecting the constitutional and human rights of any
client within a programor facility operated, funded, or
contracted by a state agency providing client services in the

|l ocal services area

(b) Mnitoring by site visit and access to inspeetion
of records the delivery and use of services, prograns, or
facilities operated, funded, or contracted by a state agency
that provides client services, for the purpose of preventing
abuse or deprivation of the constitutional and human rights of
clients. A local council nmay conduct an unannounced site
visit or nmonitoring visit that involves access to the
rspeetien—of records if the visit is conditioned upon a
conplaint. A conplaint nay be generated by the council itself
if information froma state agency that provides client
services or fromother sources indicates a situation at the
programor facility that indicates possible abuse or neglect
or deprivation of constitutional and human rights of clients.
The local council shall follow uniformcriteria established by
the statewi de council for the review of information and
generation of conplaints. Routine program nonitoring and
reviews that do not require an exam nation of records nmay be
made unannounced.

(c) Receiving, investigating, and resolving reports of
abuse or deprivation of constitutional and human rights by a

state agency or contracted service provider in the |loca

service area

(d) Review ng and meki ng reconmendati ons regardi ng how
a client's constitutional or human rights might be affected by
the client's participation in a proposed research project,

prior to inplenmentation of the project.

16
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1

2

3

4

5 (e Appealing to the statew de council any

6| conplaint unresolved at the local level. Any nmatter that

7| constitutes a threat to the life, safety, or health of a

8| client or is multiservice area mHtidistriet in scope shal

9| automatically be referred to the statew de council

10 (f)éer Submitting an annual report by Septenber 30 to
11| the statew de council concerning activities, recomrendations,
12| and conplaints reviewed or devel oped by the | ocal counci

13| during the year

14 () Conducting neetings at least six tinmes a year
15| at the call of the chair and at other tines at the call of the
16| Governor, at the call of the statewi de council, or by witten
17| request of a npjority of the nmenbers of the | ocal council

18 (8)(a) In the perfornmance of its duties, a |oca

19| council shall have the same authority to access client

20| records, state agency files, reports fromany program or

21| service, records of contractors and providers, and records
22| fromany facility operated, funded, or under contract with a
23| state agency as specified in s. 402.165(8)(a)+

24 +—Aeecess—to—al—el-ent—reecords—Ffies—andreports
25| f+romanypregram——serviee—er—facitHty thatis—-eperated;-

26 | f+unded—or—econtractedby—anystate—ageney—that—provides—eclent
27| serwvees—and—anyrecords—that—arermatertal—toits

28| tAvestigatien—and—areinrtheecustody—of anyother—agenrey—o+r
29| departrwent—ef—governrent— Fhe counci-—sinvestigation—or

30| menitering—shal—nrot—irpede—or—obstructratters—under

31| nvrestigation—bytaw enfercerent—agencies—or—judieial-
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CS for SB 2674 First Engrossed

(b) Al information obtained or produced by a |oca

council that is made confidential by law, that relates to the
identity of any client or group of clients subject to the
protection of this section, or that relates to the identity of
an individual who provides information to the | ocal council
about abuse or about alleged violations of constitutional or
human rights, is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and

s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution.

18
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CS for SB 2674 First Engrossed

(c) Portions of neetings of a local council that
relate to the identity of any client or group of clients
subject to the protections of this section, that relate to the
identity of an individual who provides infornmation to the
local council about abuse or about alleged violations of
constitutional or human rights, or when whereilr testinony is
provided relating to records otherwi se nmade confidential by
law, are exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. | of the
State Constitution.

(d) Al records prepared by nenbers of a | ocal counci
that reflect a nmental inpression, investigative strategy, or
theory are exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of
the State Constitution until the investigation is conpleted or
until the investigation ceases to be active. For purposes of
this section, an investigation is considered "active" while
the sueh investigation is being conducted by a |l ocal counci
with a reasonable, good faith belief that it may lead to a
finding of abuse or of a violation of constitutional or human
rights. An investigation does not cease to be active so |ong
as the local council is proceeding with reasonabl e dispatch
and there is a good faith belief that action may be initiated
by the |l ocal council or other adm nistrative or |aw
enf or cenent agency.

(e) Any person who knowi ngly and willfully discloses
any such confidential information commts a m sdeneanor of the
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083.

Section 4. Section 402.167, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:

19
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402.167 Duties of state agencies that provide client
services relating to the Florida Statew de Advocacy Counci

and the Florida | ocal advocacy councils.--
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N
o

3> The secretaries or directors of the state agencies

N
»

shall ensure the full cooperation and assistance of enpl oyees

N
~

of their respective state agencies with nmenbers and staff of

N
(o]

the statew de and | ocal councils. The secretary or director of

N
©

each state agency providing client services shall notify its

w
o

contract, service, and treatnent providers of the powers,

w
e

duties, and responsibilities of the statew de and | oca

20
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1| councils. Further—the Seeretary—of Children—andtamty

2| Serviees—shall—ensurethat—totheextent—possible—staft

3| asstghredteothestatewrde—ecouncit—andtocal—couneits—arefree
4| ef—nterferencefromor——control—bythe departrent—in

5| perfermngtheir—duties—relativetothosecounreits—

6 Section 5. The Florida Statew de Advocacy Council, its
7| three full-tine equival ent positions and associ ated expense

8| funding, the local councils, and the toll-free conplaint line
9| are hereby transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant to

10| section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnment of

11| Children and Family Services to the Florida Statew de Advocacy
12| Council. The Department of Children and Family Services is

13| directed to identify 10 additional full-time equival ent

14| positions funded fromthe General Revenue Fund, which

15| positions are hereby transferred by a type two transfer

16| pursuant to section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to the Florida
17| Statewi de Advocacy Council for support of the |ocal councils.
18 Section 6. This act shall take effect October 1, 2004.
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

21
CODI NG Wbrds strieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




