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1

2 An act relating to a public records exenption

3 for identifying information; anmending s.

4 125.901, F.S.; providing that persona

5 identifying information of a child or the

6 child' s parent or guardian held by a children's

7 service council, juvenile welfare board, or

8 other entity created under that section or by

9 special law is exenpt fromthe requirenment that

10 public records be open to inspection and

11 duplication; providing for retroactive

12 application; providing for future repeal and

13 | egi sl ative review under the Open Gover nnent

14 Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995; providing a

15 statement of public necessity; providing an

16 effective date.

17

18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Subsection (11) is added to section
21| 125.901, Florida Statutes, to read
22 125.901 Children's services; independent specia
23| district; council; powers, duties, and functions.--
24 (11)(a) Personal identifying information of a child or
25| the child's parent or guardian, held by a children's service
26| council, juvenile welfare board, or other sinmilar entity
27| created under this section or by special law,_ or held by a
28| service provider or researcher under contract with such
29| entity, is exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of
30| the State Constitution. This exenption applies to such
31
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personal identifying information held on, before, or after the

effective date of this exenption.

(b) This subsection is subject to the Open Governnent

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15, and

shal|l stand repealed on October 2, 2009, unless reviewed and

saved from repeal through reenactnent by the lLegislature.

Section 2. The legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that personal identifying information of a child or

the child's parent or quardian held by a children's service

council, juvenile welfare board, or other simlar entity

created under section 125.901, Florida Statutes, or by specia

law, or held by a service provider or researcher under

contract with such entity, nust be exenpt from section

119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a) of Article | of

the State Constitution. The Leqgislature finds that public

availability of information that directly reveals the identity

of a child, or that indirectly identifies the child through

the identification of the child's parent or guardian, would be

contrary to the state's conpelling interest in protecting the

public safety. The Legislature finds that it is necessary to

exenpt such personal identifying information so that such

informati on cannot be used to facilitate stalking, harassnent,

abduction, or abuse of any child who is the subject of such

information. The Leqgislature finds that this interest

out wei ghs any public benefit derived fromreleasing such

identifying information. The Leqgislature further finds that

nonidentifying informati on regarding services provided to, or

research concerning, children shall not be exenpted from

di scl osure by this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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