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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to appeal of a municipa

3 annexation or contraction ordi nance; anendi ng

4 s. 171.081, F.S.; requiring a county,

5 muni ci pality, or special district to conplete

6 conflict resolution procedures before seeking

7 judicial review, providing for costs and

8 attorney's fees to be paid to the prevailing

9 party, not just to the prevailing conplai nhant;

10 providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Section 171.081, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 171.081 Appeal on annexation or contraction.--No |ater
17 | than 30 days followi ng the passage of an annexation or

18 | contraction ordi nance, any party affected who believes that he
19 | or she will suffer material injury by reason of the failure of
20 | the munici pal governing body to conply with the procedures set
21| forth in this chapter for annexation or contraction or to neet
22 | the requirenents established for annexation or contraction as
23| they apply to his or her property may file a petition in the
24 | circuit court for the county in which the nunicipality or
25| municipalities are | ocated seeking review by certiorari
26 | However, if the party affected is a governnent entity, it
27 | nust, before filing such a petition, initiate and proceed
28 | through the conflict resolution procedures in chapter 164.
29| The entity nmust initiate such procedures no later than 30 days
30| followi ng the passage of the annexation or contraction
31| ordinance. |If the conflict is not resolved, the governnent
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1| entity that initiated the conflict resol ution procedures nay,

2| no later than 30 days foll owi ng conclusion of the procedures,

3| file a petition in the circuit court for the county in which

4 the nunicipality or nunicipalities are | ocated seeking review

5| by certiorari.ln any |legal action instituted pursuant to this

6 | section, the prevailing party the—ecomptainant—shoutd—Hhe—-or

7 | she—prevaitsshall be entitled to reasonable costs and

8| attorney's fees. For purposes of this section, the term

9 |'governnent entity" neans a county, mnunicipality, or special

10| district.

11 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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14 SENATE SUMVARY

15 Requires a county, nunicipality, or special district to
conpl ete conflict resolution procedures before seeking
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17 the legal action"to the prevailing party, not just the
prevai 't ng conpl ai nant .
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