Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2824
By Senator Garcia

40-1749-04

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pari-nmutuel wageri ng;

3 anendi ng s. 550.09515, F.S; del eting provisions

4 that require a thoroughbred horse pernit to be

5 voi ded and to escheat to the state for failure

6 to operate perfornmances; deleting provisions

7 for the reissuance of such escheated pernit;

8 anendi ng s. 550.5251, F.S.; revising provisions

9 for application and issuance of certain

10 t hor oughbred horse pernits; providing for

11 penalties for failure to operate full schedul e

12 of performances by such pernithol ders;

13 provi di ng procedures for election not to

14 operate live performances; providing that such

15 el ection shall not affect the validity of a

16 permt; exenpting from penalties thoroughbred

17 perm thol ders who failed to operate ful

18 schedul e of perfornmances during specified

19 seasons; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsections (3), (4), (5, (6), and (7) of
24 | section 550. 09515, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 550. 09515 Thor oughbred horse taxes; abandoned i nterest
26| in a permt for nonpaynent of taxes.--
27
28
29
30
31
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(3)t4- In the event that a court of conpetent

jurisdiction determ nes any of the provisions of this section
to be unconstitutional, it is the intent of the Legislature
that the provisions contained in this section shall be nul
and void and that the provisions of s. 550.0951 shall apply to
al | thoroughbred horse permthol ders begi nning on the date of
such judicial determnation. To this end, the Legislature
declares that it would not have enacted any of the provisions
of this section individually and, to that end, expressly finds
them not to be severable.

(4) £5); Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of s.
550. 0951(3)(c), the tax on handle for intertrack wagering on
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rebroadcasts of sinmulcast horseraces is 2.4 percent of the
handl e; provi ded however, that if the guest track is a

t horoughbred track | ocated nore than 35 mles fromthe host
track, the host track shall pay a tax of .5 percent of the
handl e, and additionally the host track shall pay to the guest
track 1.9 percent of the handle to be used by the guest track
solely for purses. The tax shall be deposited into the
Pari - mut uel \Wagering Trust Fund.

(5)¢6) Acredit equal to the anpunt of contributions
made by a thoroughbred permthol der during the taxable year
directly to the Jockeys' @iild or its health and welfare fund
to be used to provide health and wel fare benefits for active,
di sabled, and retired Florida jockeys and their dependents
pursuant to reasonable rules of eligibility established by the
Jockeys' Guild is all owed agai nst taxes on |live handl e due for
a taxabl e year under this section. A thoroughbred permthol der
may not receive a credit greater than an anount equal to 1
percent of its paid taxes for the previous taxable year

(6) A If a thoroughbred permitholder fails to operate
all performances on its 2001-2002 license, failure to pay tax
on handle for a full schedule of live races for those
perfornmances in the 2001-2002 fiscal year does not constitute
failure to pay taxes on handle for a full schedule of live
races in a fiscal year for the purposes of subsection (3).
Thi s subsection may not be construed as forgiving a
t hor oughbred pernithol der from payi ng taxes on perfornances
conducted at its facility pursuant to its 2001-2002 |icense
other than for failure to operate all performances on its
2001-2002 license. This subsection expires July 1, 2003.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 550.5251, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
3
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1 550. 5251 Florida thoroughbred racing; certain pernmts;
2 | operating days. --

3 (2) Each pernmitholder referred to in subsection (1)

4 | shall annually, during the period commenci ng Decenber 15 of

5| each year and ending January 4 of the follow ng year, file in
6| witing with the division its application to conduct one or

7 | nore thoroughbred racing neetings during the thoroughbred

8 | raci ng season comenci ng on the followi ng June 1. Each

9| application shall specify the nunber and dates of al

10 | perfornmances that the pernitholder intends to conduct during
11 | that thoroughbred raci ng season. ©an—er—beforetebruary—15-o6f
12 S . . -

13 | pernithold s H D Of M8 0

14 | +ts—appHeation—Up to March 31 of each year, each

15 | permithol der may request and shall be granted changes in its
16 | aut hori zed performances and the division shall issue a license
17 | on or before April 30 of each year authorizing each

18 | pernmithol der to conduct performances on the dates specified in
19 ]| its application; but thereafter, as—a—condi-tionprecedent—to
20 | the—vabdirty—of—+ts—t+ieense—antd—+ts—+ight—to+retainits

21 | perwitseach permithol der nust operate the full nunber of days
22 | authori zed on each of the dates set forth in its license or be
23 | subject to discipline pursuant to ss. 550.01215(4) and

24 | 550. 0251(10). On or before February 15 of each year, a

25 | permitholder may el ect not to operate |live perfornmances during
26 | the ensui ng t horoughbred raci ng season by filing an anendnent
27| to its application indicating its irrevocable election not to
28 | operate and the division shall not issue a |license to such

29 | permitholder. An election not to operate shall not affect the
30| continuing validity of the permit of such pernitholder. For

31| the 2004-2005 Fl orida Thoroughbred Raci ng Season only, an
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el ection not to operate will be effective if delivered to the

di vision on or before July 1, 2004. Any thoroughbred

perm thol der who failed to operate all performances that it

was authorized to operate under the license or |licenses issued
to it by the division for the 2002-2003 or 2003-2004 Florida
Thor oughbred Raci ng Seasons shall be excused from di scipline

by the division for its failure to operate such perfornances,

and its permt shall be deened valid and in good standi ng.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
EE IR I b S b S I S b I b b S S b b S I I b R S b
SENATE SUMMARY

Del et es Provisions that require thoroughbred horse
permts to escheat to the state for_the failure to
operate performances and for the reissuance of such
Pernlts. Provi des a deadline for the i ssuance of

i censes. Provides penalties for failing to operate a
full schedul e of performances. Provides procedures to.
el ect not to oPerate I'ive performances. enpts certain
perm tholders Trompenalties for not operating a fu
schedul e, of perfornances in specified years. ?See bi |
for detalls.?
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