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17-879B- 04 See HB 1469
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Lake Regi on Lakes
3 Managenent District, Polk County; codifying,
4 reenacting, and anmending the district's speci al
5 acts; specifying purpose and territorial
6 boundaries of the district; providing for
7 el ection of a board of conm ssioners; providing
8 powers and duties of the board; providing oath
9 of office; providing for filling of vacancies;
10 providi ng for conpensation of the board;
11 providing for officers; providing for |evy of
12 ad valoremtaxes by the district; specifying
13 duties of county and state officers; providing
14 for collection of taxes; authorizing the
15 district to obtain loans with maturities of up
16 to 5 years for purposes of paying other
17 out st andi ng i ndebt edness, neeting extraordi nary
18 expenses, funding tenporary budget deficits, or
19 i mpl erenting the general powers and authority
20 of the district board of conmi ssioners;
21 providing for issuance of revenue bonds,
22 general obligation bonds, and other
23 i ndebt edness; providing for refundi ng bonds;
24 providing for planning; providing for certain
25 di scl osures and notices; providing for
26 liability insurance; specifying use of tax
27 recei pts and bond proceeds; providing for a
28 di strict manager; providing for rules
29 regulating the use of district property;
30 prohibiting certain discharges into waters or
31 interference with waters; providing penalties;
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1 providing qualifications of electors; providing

2 severability; providing for dissolution and

3 anmendnent; limting extra-territorial authority

4 of the district; providing for immunity from

5 liability; repealing chapters 8378 (1919),

6 23491 (1945), 31189 (1955), 65-2134, 84-517,

7 90- 499, 97-344, and 2000-407, Laws of Florida,

8 relating to the district; providing an

9 ef fective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida

14| Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
15| acts relating to the Lake Regi on Lakes Managenent District. It
16 | is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to

17 | provide a single, conprehensive special act charter for the
18 | district, including all current legislative authority granted
19| to the district by its several |egislative enactnents and any
20| additional authority granted by this act. It is further the
21| intent to preserve all district authority, including the

22 | authority to increase the short-termborrowing listed in

23| section 10 from2 years to 5 years for the added purpose of
24 | i npl enenting those existing general powers and authority of
25| the district.

26 Section 2. Chapters 8378 (1919), 23491 (1945), 31189
27 |(1955), 65-2134, 84-517, 90-499, 97-344, and 2000-407, Laws of
28| Florida, relating to the Lake Regi on Lakes Managenent

29 | District, are codified, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as
30| provided in this act.

31

2
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Section 3. The charter for the Lake Regi on Lakes
Managenent District is re-created and reenacted to read:
Section 1. Purpose and territorial boundaries.--That

for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, operating,

nmai nt ai ni ng, and protecting a system of boat canals, drainage

canal s; dans, |ocks, and other proper and necessary works in

connection therewith, for the purpose of aiding in fl ood

control, |ake | evel nanagenent, and protecting, nmintaining,

and inproving the water quality in the |akes and canals in

conjunction with state, county, and city agencies, for the

pur pose of connecting the lakes within or adjacent to the

boundari es herei nafter prescribed, and for noving waters out

of such | akes, and for the purpose of pronoting access to the

| akes and the public convenience, utility, and welfare, the

Lake Regi on Lakes Managenent District (the "district"), in

Pol k County has been created and established, and is hereby

confirnmed, as an independent special district, the territorial

boundari es of which are as follows, to wit:

Begi nning at the center of east line of section

2, or township twenty-eight (28) south, of

range twenty-six (26) east; thence south with

section |ine between section one (1) and two
(2), eleven (11) and twelve (12), thirteen (13)
and fourteen (14), twenty-three (23) and

twenty-four (24), to the northeast corner of

section twenty-six (26) said townshi p and

range; Thence east on section line to northeast

corner of northwest quarter of section

twenty-five (25), thence south with the half

section line to the center of section thirteen
3
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1 (13), township 29 south, range 26 east; Thence
2 west on the half section line to the sout hwest
3 corner of the northwest quarter of section |line
4 to the sout hwest corner of the northwest

5 guarter of section sixteen (16) said township
6 and range; Thence north with section line to

7 t he nort hwest corner of the southwest quarter

8 of section four (4), said townshi p and range;

9 Thence west with the half section line to

10 center of section six (6) said township and

11 range; Thence north with half section line to
12 t he nort hwest corner of northeast quarter (NE
13 1/4) of section thirty-one (31), township 28
14 south, range 26 east; Thence west with section
15 line to southeast corner of section twenty-five
16 (25), township 28 south, range 25 east; Thence
17 north with the section line to the northeast

18 corner of section twenty-four (24), said

19 townshi p and range; Thence west to center of

20 north Iine of section twenty-four(24); thence
21 north with half section line to center of

22 section one (1), township 28, range 25; Thence
23 east with the half section line to the

24 nort heast corner of southeast quarter (SE 1/4)
25 of section two (2), township 28 south, range 26
26 east, the point of beginning; enbracing within
27 said district the following |lands, viz; The

28 south half of sections two, three, four, five
29 and six and all of sections seven, eight, nine,
30 ten, eleven, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen

31 sevent een, ei ghteen, nineteen, twenty,

4
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1 twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three,

2 twenty-si x, twenty-seven, twenty-eight,

3 twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-two, thirty-three,
4 thirty-four, and thirty-five and the west half
5 of sections twenty-five and thirty-six and the
6 east half of section thirty-one in township 28
7 south, range 26 east and all of sections two,
8 three, four, nine, ten and el even, and the west
9 hal f of sections one and twelve and the north
10 hal f of sections five, fourteen, fifteen and
11 si xteen and the northeast quarter of section
12 si x and the northwest quarter of section

13 thirteen in township 29 south, range 26 east,
14 and the east half of sections twelve and

15 thirteen, and the southeast quarter of section
16 one in township 28 south, range 25 east.

17

18 And:_

19
20 Begi nning at the Northwest corner of Section 2
21 Townshi p 28 South, Range 26 East, Pol k County,
22 Fl ori da;
23
24 Run thence Easterly, along the north line
25 thereof, to the Northeast corner of the West
26 one-half of the Northeast quarter of said
27 Section 2;
28
29 Thence Southerly, along said east |ine of the
30 west one-half of the Northeast quarter of said
31 Section 2, to the Sout heast corner thereof;
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1

2 Thence Westerly, along the south line of the

3 west one-half of the Northeast quarter and the
4 south line of the Northwest quarter of said

5 Section 2, to the Sout heast corner of the north
6 one-half of Section 3, Townshi p 28 South, Range
7 26 East;

8

9 Thence continue Westerly, along the south line
10 of the North one-half of said Section 3, to the
11 sout heast corner of the north one-half of

12 Section 4, Township 28 South, Range 26 East;

13

14 Thence continue Westerly, along the south line
15 of the north one-half of said Section 4, to the
16 sout heast corner of the north one-half of

17 Section 5, Township 28 South, Range 26 East;

18

19 Thence continue Westerly, along the south line
20 of the north one-half of said Section 5, to the
21 sout heast corner of the north one-half of
22 Section 6, Township 28 South, Range 26 East;
23
24 Thence continue Westerly, along the south line
25 of the north one-half of said Section 6, to the
26 sout heast corner of the Northeast quarter of
27 Section 1, Township 28 South, Range 25 East;
28
29 Thence continue Westerly, along the south line
30 of the Northeast quarter and the south |ine of
31 the Northwest quarter of said Section 1, to the
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1 sout hwest corner of the East one-half of the

2 Nort hwest quarter of said Section 1

3

4 Thence Northerly, along the west line of the

5 East one-half of the Northwest quarter of said
6 Section 1, to the northwest corner thereof;

7

8 Thence Easterly, along the north line of the

9 East one-half of the Northwest quarter of said
10 Section 1, to the southwest corner of the South
11 one-hal f of the Southeast quarter of Section
12 36, Township 27 South, Range 25 East;

13

14 Thence Northerly, along the west line of the
15 South one-half of the Southeast quarter of said
16 Section 36, to the northwest corner thereof;
17

18 Thence Easterly, along the north line of the
19 South one-half of the Southeast quarter of said
20 Section 36, to the northeast corner thereof,
21 al so being a point on the westerly line of

22 Section 31, Township 27 South, Range 26 East;
23

24 Thence Northerly, along the west line of said
25 Section 31, to the sout hwest corner of Section
26 30, Township 27 South, Range 26 East;

27

28 Thence continue Northerly, along the west line
29 of said Section 30, to the sout hwest corner of
30 Section 19, Townshi p 27 South, Range 26 East;
31
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1

2 Thence continue Northerly, along the west line
3 of said Section 19, to the northwest corner

4 t her eof ;

5

6 Thence Easterly, along the north line of said
7 Section 19, to the northwest corner of Section
8 20, Township 27 South, Range 26 East;

9

10 Thence continue Easterly, along the north line
11 of said Section 20, to the sout hwest corner of
12 t he Sout heast quarter of the Sout heast quarter
13 of Section 17, Township 27 South, Range 26

14 East;

15

16 Thence Northerly, along the west line of the
17 Sout heast quarter of the Southeast quarter of
18 said Section 17, to the northwest corner

19 t her eof ;
20
21 Thence Easterly, along the north line of the
22 Sout heast quarter of the Southeast quarter of
23 said Section 17, to the northeast corner
24 t her eof ;
25
26 Thence Southerly, along the east line of the
27 Sout heast quarter of the Southeast quarter of
28 said Section 17, to the Northwest corner of
29 Section 21, Township 27 South, Range 26 East;
30
31
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1 Thence Easterly, along the north line of said
2 Section 21, to the northeast corner thereof;
3

4 Thence Southerly, along the east line of said
5 Section 21, to the northwest corner of the

6 Sout hwest quarter of Section 22, Township 27
7 Sout h, Range 26 East;

8

9 Thence Easterly, along the north line of the
10 Sout hwest quarter of said Section 22, to the
11 nort heast corner thereof;

12

13 Thence Southerly, along the east line of the
14 Sout hwest quarter of said Section 22, to the
15 sout heast corner thereof, al so being a point on
16 the north line of Section 27, Township 27

17 Sout h, Range 26 East;

18

19 Thence Easterly, along the north line of said
20 Section 27, to the northeast corner thereof;
21

22 Thence Southerly, along the east line of said
23 Section 27, to the northeast corner of Section
24 34, Township 27 South, Range 26 East;

25

26 Thence continue Southerly, along the east line
27 of said Section 34, to the southeast corner
28 t hereof and the Point of Beginning.

29

30 All of the above lands lying in Pol k County,
31 Fl ori da

9
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O~ W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SB 2862
17-879B- 04 See HB 1469

Section 2. Elections.--The governi ng body of the

district shall consist of three comm ssioners who shall be

gqualified electors residing within said district and they

shal |l be known and desi gnated as the "Board of Conmi ssioners

of the Lake Regi on Lakes Managenent District." The board of

conm ssioners shall be the governing body of the district,

whose duty, authority, and power shall be as provided in this

act. Each present conmissioner shall continue to hold office

until his or her current termexpires in 1990. For the

pur poses of qualification and running for office in 1990 and

thereafter, conm ssion seats shall be designated as seat 1

seat 2, and seat 3. Menbers elected to seats 1 and 3 at the

1990 general election shall hold office for a period of 4

years until the general election in 1994. The nenber el ected

to seat 2 shall hold office for a period of 2 years until the

general election of 1992 whereupon the nenber elected for that

seat in 1992 shall hold office for a period of 4 years.

Thereafter, all conm ssioners shall hold office for terns of 4

years each. At the general election every 4 years, a successor

shall be elected by the electors of the district. Menbers

shall be elected in a nonpartisan fashion with no politica

party affiliation shown on the ballot, and nust receive a

majority vote of those electors voting in the el ection.

El ecti on of nenbers shall be held at the sane tine as the

first primary election as provided by law. |f no candidate

receives a majority of the votes cast in such primary, a

runoff el ection of the two candi dates receiving the greatest

nunber of votes will be held at the sane tine as the genera

el ection. Elected comm ssioners shall take office on the first

10
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1| Tuesday following the first Monday in January following their
2| el ection.

3 Section 3. General powers and authority. --

4 (1) The board of conmissioners is authorized and

5 | enpower ed:

6 (a) To adopt bylaws, rules, and regul ations for the

7| adninistration of its affairs and the conduct of its business.
8 (b) To adopt and alter an official seal

9 (c) To purchase, |ease, sell, exchange, or otherw se

10 | acquire or dispose of real property and rights-of-way and to
11 | construct, reconstruct, inprove, extend, enlarge, relocate,

12 | equi p, operate, repair, and maintain such boat canals and

13 | drai nage canal s, dans, |ocks, canal banks, |ake shores, water
14 | control structures, stormmater control and treatnent

15 ) facilities, and other facilities necessary or proper to

16 | further the purposes of this act. However, any such stormnater
17 | control or treatnent facility project shall be undertaken only
18 | with the concurrence of the governing body having jurisdiction
19 | over the area invol ved.

20 (d) To beautify and nmmintain the rights-of-way, cana

21 | banks and berns, |akes, public | ake shores, and other property
22 | of the district as may enhance the appearance thereof and be
23 | beneficial to the property of the district. To the extent this
24 | work takes place on property owned by private entities or

25 | other public agencies, the prior permssions of such entities
26 | or agenci es shall be required.

27 (e) To construct and mai ntain boat ranps, boat

28 | | andi ngs, and | aunchi ng basi ns and bases and any and all other
29 | works necessary or proper for the purpose of naintaining or

30 | providing access to the canals and | akes and any and all other
31| property and facilities of the district.

11
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(f) To take those neasures necessary for the control

of undesirable aquatic and canal bank plants or pests, as

determ ned by the board of conmi ssioners, using best

managenment practices.

(g) To take all neasures as nay be conducive to the

conservation of water, to the protection and inprovenent of

water quality, and to the nmi ntenance of navi gabl e water

levels in the | akes and canals within or adjacent to the

district.
(h) To borrow noney and issue bonds and ot her

certificates of indebtedness pursuant to the terns of this act

as hereinafter set forth.

(i) To sue and be sued.

(j) To nake and enter into all contracts and

agreenents necessary or incidental to the performance of the

duti es i nposed and execution of the powers granted under this

act, and to enploy a district manager and such engi neers,

attorneys, accountants, enployees, and agents as nay, in the

judgnent of the board of conmissioners, be deened necessary or

convenient, and to fix their conpensation

(k) To cooperate with and contract with the governnment

of the United States or the state or any agency or

instrunentality of either thereof, or with any nmunicipality,

district, private corporation, partnership, association, or

i ndi vidual providing for, relating to, or affecting publicly

owned canal s, dans, boat ranps, public access, parks, |ocks,

| akes, stormmater control and treatnent facilities, and water

guality within the district, or the i ssuance of bonds or other

i ndebt edness rel ating thereto.

(1) To prepare and adopt a | ong-range | akes managenent

plan as set forth in section 13.
12
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1 (m To exercise the power of eninent dommin, pursuant

2| to chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtine

3|to tinme, for the purposes of reconstructing, inproving,

4 | extendi ng, enlarging, equipping, repairing, and nmintaining

5| existing dans, |ocks, public canals, and administrative

6| facilities of the district.

7 (n) To do all acts or things necessary or conveni ent

8| to carry out the powers expressly granted in this act.

9 (2) The construction and mai ntenance of canal s

10 | connecting and nmanagi ng the | akes, the devel opnent and

11 | mai ntenance of areas adjoining the | akes and canals within the

12 | district, the construction of stormmater control and treatnent

13| facilities, the construction and operation of water contro

14 | structures as needed within canals affecting |l akes within the

15| district, and other works of the district in connection

16 | therewith, are hereby found to be of great inportance,

17 | benefit, and utility to the inhabitants of the district. The

18 | district is specifically authorized and enpowered to exercise

19 | the powers granted under this section outside the geographica

20| limts of the district, but within the drai nage basins

21| containing the lakes within the district, when such exercise

22 | is necessary or convenient to further the purposes of the

23 | district and upon the concurrence of the governing body having

24 | jurisdiction over the area involved.

25 Section 4. Qath of office and vacancy. - - Each

26 | comm ssi oner under this act, before he or she assunes the

27 | duties of such office, shall take and prescribe to an oath,

28 | before an officer authorized to adm ni ster oaths, that he or

29| she will honestly, faithfully, and inpartially performthe

30 | duties devol ving upon himor her as comi ssi oner of said

31| district and that he or she will not neglect any of the duties
13
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i mposed upon himor her by this act. The failure of any person

el ected as comni ssioner to take such oath prior to the

appointed tine for their taking office shall create a vacancy

and such vacancy, and any vacancy caused by the death,

resignation, or renoval fromsaid district of any

conm ssioner, shall be filled by appointnment by the Governor

of a person who shall be a resident and duly qualified el ector

of said district. Such appointee shall serve for the bal ance

of the termuntil his or her successor is elected and

gualifi es.
Section 5. Conpensation.--

(1) Each conmissioner shall receive, fromthe funds of

the district, conpensation for his or her services as

establi shed by resolution of the board in the anpbunt not to

exceed $300 per nobnth, except that the chair of the board of

conm ssioners nay be paid an additional sumof not nore than

$100 per nonth for his or her services. The board may

establi sh conpensation greater than $300 per nonth if approved

by referendum held in accordance with general |aw.

(2) The conmissioners shall be entitled to receive per

diem and travel expense rei nbursenent as provided by genera

| aw.

Section 6. Oganization.--As soon as possible after a

new y el ected conmi ssi oner takes office, the board of

comm ssioners shall elect one of its nenbers as chair, one as

vice chair, and one as secretary/treasurer. Such officers

shall serve for a termof 1 year and until their successors

are elected and qualified. The secretary/treasurer of the

district, prior to entering upon his or her duties as such

officer, or any other officer or enployee designhated by the

conm ssion, shall execute a surety bond in an anobunt to be
14
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determ ned by the board of conmi ssioners and conditioned upon

the faithful performance of the duties of the office or

enpl oynent, such bond to be signed by a surety conpany

aut hori zed to do business in Florida and approved by the board

of commi ssioners, and thereafter filed with the derk of the
Circuit Court of Polk County. A majority of the board shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any business of the

district. The board of conmi ssioners nmay additionally

desi gnate, by resolution, such additional offices and

of ficers, who need not be nenbers of the board, as nay be

necessary or convenient. Only duly el ected comm ssioners

shall have the right to vote.
Section 7. Duties of board.--It shall be the duty of
t he board of conmi ssioners to:

(1) Cause to be kept a conplete record of all its acts

and district affairs and nake such record available to the

general public in accordance with general |aw.

(2) Enploy a district nmanager and ot her enpl oyees of

the district and see that their duties are properly perforned.

(3) Approve an annual budget for the district and make

appropriations for each fiscal year which, in any one year

shall not exceed the anmpbunts avail able fromcurrent incone and

ot her revenue sources and unexpended funds fromprior fisca

years.
(4) Coordinate and cooperate with all other public

agenci es having jurisdiction over the |akes |located within the

district boundaries in the enforcenent by those agencies of

all duly pronul gated | aws and regul ati ons.

(5) Cooperate and provide information to Pol k County,

the City of Wnter Haven, and other appropriate governnent al

15
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agencies to assist themw th | ong-range conprehensive pl anni ng
whi ch woul d affect the |lakes within the district.

(6) Oherwise nmanage the affairs of the district.

(7) Commissioners and all enpl oyees of the district

shall be guided in their conduct of district business by the

Code of Ethics for Public Oficers and Enpl oyees, part Il of

chapter 112, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

Section 8. Taxes. --

(1) The board of conmi ssioners is hereby authorized

and enpowered to |levy upon all of the real and persona

taxabl e property in said district a special tax of such anpunt

as may be necessary, for the current year and for each and

every year thereafter, to pay the interest beconing due and

payabl e annually upon any general obligation bonds issued or

noney borrowed by said district, and also to create a sinking

fund for the paynent of the principal thereof at maturity, and

al so to pay the notes or other obligations coning due, and to

annually levy a tax upon all of the real and personal taxable

property in the district not exceeding 1 nill for the purpose

of paying the expenses incurred in perforning its duties and

in carrying into effect the purposes of this act and al

amendnents thereto. The board of conmi ssioners shall have the

power to nmake such |l evy for the purpose of providing a surplus

or accumul ation of funds prior to creating indebtedness so

that the sane will be available for discharging or paying for

t he i ndebt edness whenever the sane nay be created.

(2) The levy of said tax shall be nade not |ater than

the first day of Septenber of each year by resolution of said

board or a majority thereof duly entered at large upon its

m nutes. For the purpose of such |evy the assessnent roll nade

by the property appraiser for said county and as returned to
16

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SB 2862
17-879B- 04 See HB 1469

1| the Conptroller of the state for each year shall be used; the
2| value of the property of railroads, tel egraphs, and tel ephone
3 | conpani es shall, as assessed for state and county purposes, be
4| the basis upon which said levy shall be nade. Said |evy shal
5] be certified in the nane of said board by its chair and

6 | secretary/treasurer and under its corporate seal to the

7 | property apprai ser and the Board of County Commi ssi oners of

8 | Polk County, and to the Conptroller of the state, not |ater

9| than the 15th day of Septenber of each and every year. It

10| shall be the duty of the board of county conmi ssioners to

11 | order the property apprai ser to assess, and the tax collector
12 ) to collect the anbunt of tax |evied upon the property within
13| said district, at the rate of mllage designhated by the board
14 | of conmissioners of said district.

15 (3) It shall be the duty of the county property

16 | apprai ser to assess against the property within said district
17 | the taxes so levied and certified by said board of

18 | conmissioners of said district, and to extend sane upon the
19 | assessnent roll in a colum for that purpose, and said |evy
20| shall be included in the warrant of the property appraiser

21 | attached to the assessnent roll of taxes for said Pol k County
22 | each year. It shall be the duty of the Tax Coll ector of Pol k
23| County to collect such taxes so |levied, and assessed in the
24 | manner and at the sane tine as state and county taxes are

25| collected, and he or she shall pay the sane to the

26 | secretary/treasurer of the district within the tinme prescribed
27 | by law for the paynent of state and county taxes.

28 (4) It shall be the duty of the Conptroller of the

29 | state to assess and levy on all the railroad |ines and

30| railroad property, telegraph lines and tel egraph property, and
31| tel ephone lines and tel ephone property, situated in said

17
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district, the amount of each such levy as in cases of state

and county and ot her special district taxes, and to collect

the said taxes thereon in the sane manner as he or she is

required by law to assess and collect taxes for state and

county purposes and to renit the sanme to the

secretary/treasurer of said district. All said taxes shall be

hel d by said secretary/treasurer for the credit of said

district, and shall be paid out by himor her as provided

her ei n.
Section 9. Collection of taxes.--The taxes |evied and

assessed by the district upon the taxable property within said

district shall be and becone delinquent if not paid on or

before the date on which other ad val oremtaxes | evied by the

county shall be delinquent, shall thereafter bear the sane

penalties, and the paynent thereof be enforced by the tax

collector in the sane manner and at the sane tine as the

county taxes upon said property, and said property appraiser

and tax collector shall have and receive the sane conpensati on

for said assessnent and collection of said taxes as provided

by general law for the assessnent and coll ection of a special

tax which shall be allowed and paid out of the taxes so

collected for said district.

Section 10. Short-termborrowing.--The district at any

time nay obtain |loans with maturities of up to 5 years, in

such ampunts and on such terns and conditions as the board of

conm ssioners nay approve, for the purposes of paying other

out st andi ng i ndebt edness, neeting extraordi nary expenses,

fundi ng tenporary budget deficits, or inplenenting those itens

i ncl uded under section 3, which | oans shall bear such interest

as the board of conmissioners may deternine in conpliance with

section 215.84, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtine to
18
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time, and may be payable fromand secured by the full faith

and credit of the district or a pledge of particular funds,

revenues, taxes, and noneys available to the district. For

such purposes, the district may i ssue negotiabl e notes,

warrants, or other evidences of indebtedness to be payabl e at

such tines, to bear such interest as the board of

conmi ssioners nay deternmine in conpliance with section 215. 84,

Fl orida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine, and to be sold

at such price or prices and on such terns as the board of

conm ssioners nay deem advi sable. The prior approval of the

el ectors residing in the district shall not be necessary to

i ssue such short-termindebt edness, unless so required by the
Constitution of the State of Florida.

Section 11. Bonds of the district.--

(1) The district shall have the power and is hereby

authorized fromtine to tine to i ssue revenue bonds, genera

obligation bonds, notes, or certificates of indebtedness

(hereinafter "bonds"), in such principal anount as, in the

opinion of the district, shall be necessary to provide

sufficient noneys for achieving its purposes, including,

without limtation, the cost of construction, reconstruction,

i nprovenent, extension, repair, and relocation of canals,

| ocks, stormmater control and treatnent facilities, and such

ot her inprovenents as nay be deened necessary or desirable for

carrying out the purposes and objects of the district. As used

herein, the word "costs" includes the cost of | abor

mat erials, and equi pnent; the cost of all |ands, property

rights, easenents, and franchises required; financing charges,

i nterest, and debt service prior to, during, and for a

reasonabl e period after construction; the cost of plans and

speci fications; services and estinmates of costs and of
19
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revenues; costs of engineering and | egal services; al

expenses necessary or incident to deternining the feasibility

or practicability of such acquisitions or constructions;

admi ni strative expenses and rebate obligations, if any,

payable to the United States Treasury; and such other expenses

as may be necessary or incidental to the acquisition or

construction or the financing herein authorized.

(2) No bonds may be issued pursuant to this section

unl ess the question of the issuance of such bonds shall be

submitted to and approved at a referendum held in accordance

with the requirenments for such referendum as prescribed by

general law. A referendumshall be called by the Board of

County Conmi ssioners for Polk County upon the request of the

board of commi ssioners. The expenses of calling and holding a

referendum shall be borne by the district, and the district

shal |l reinburse the county for any expenses incurred in

calling or holding the referendum |f the board of

conmm ssioners shall deternmne to i ssue bonds for nore than one

pur pose, the approval of the issuance of the bonds for each

and all such purposes nay be submitted to the el ectors on one

and the sane ballot. The failure of the electors to approve

t he i ssuance of bonds for any one or nore purposes shall not

defeat the approval of bonds for any purpose which shall be

approved by the el ectors.

(3) Bonds shall be authorized by resolution of the

board of comm ssioners and shall bear such date or dates,

mature at such tine or tines, not exceeding 40 years from

their respective dates, bear interest at a rate or rates as

the board of conmissioners may determine in conpliance with

section 215.84, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtine to

time, be in such denom nations, be in such form either coupon
20
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or registered, or both, carry such registration

exchangeability, and interchangeability privileges, be payabl e

in such nedium of paynent and at such place or places, be

subj ect to such ternms of redenption and be entitled to such

priorities of lien on the revenues and ot her avail abl e noneys

as such resolution or any resol uti on subsequent thereto nmay

provide. The bonds shall be executed either by manual or

facsinile signature by such officers as the district shal

determ ne, provided such bonds shall bear at |east one

signature of an authenticated agent of the district or of an

officer of the district which is nmanually executed thereon

The coupons attached to such bonds, if any, shall bear the

facsinle signature or signatures of such officer or officers

as shall be designated by the district. Such bonds shall have

the seal of the district affixed, inprinted, reproduced, or

| ithographed thereon. Any resol ution authorizing the i ssuance

of bonds may contain such covenants as the board of

conm ssioners nay deem advi sable and all such covenants shal

constitute valid and legally binding and enforceabl e contracts

between the district and the bondhol ders. The bonds nay be

sold at public sale or at a negotiated sale after such

advertisenent, if any, deened advi sable by the board of

conm ssioners, at such price or prices as the board of

conmi ssioners nay deternine to be in the best interest of the

district.
(4) Pending the sale of bonds which have been

aut hori zed by resolution of the board of conmi ssioners, bond

anticipation notes may be i ssued, on such terns and conditions

as the district nay deternmine, to |l enders or purchasers of

such notes and pendi ng the preparation of definitive bonds,

tenporary bonds or interimcertificates nay be issued to the
21
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pur chaser or purchasers of such bonds and may contain such

terns and conditions as the district nay determ ne.

(5) Al bonds issued under the provisions of this act

shall be and have, and are hereby declared to be and have, al

the qualities and i ncidents of negotiable instrunents under

t he Uni form Commerci al Code-I| nvest nent Securities Law of the

state.
(6) The district may enter into any deeds of trust,

i ndentures, or other agreements with any bank or trust conpany

within or without the state, as security for such bonds, and

may, under such agreenents, assign and pledge all or any of

t he revenues and ot her avail abl e noneys pursuant to the terns

of this act.

(7) The bonds issued under this section shall recite

that they are issued under the authority of this act. Neither

t he board of conmi ssioners nor any person executing the bonds

shall be liable personally on the bonds or be subject to any

personal liability or accountability by reason of the issuance

thereof. Bonds issued under the provisions of this act shal

not constitute a debt of Polk County or any nmunicipality

therein or a pledge of the full faith and credit of Polk

County or any nunicipality therein, and a statenent to that

effect shall be recited on the face of the bonds.

(8) The bonds issued under authority of this act shal

not be invalid for any irregularity or defect in the

proceedi ngs for the i ssuance and sal e thereof and shall be

i ncontestable in the hands of bona fide purchasers for val ue.

Any owner or holder of said bonds or coupons may, either at

law or in equity, by suit, action, or nmandanus, enforce and

conpel the performance of any of the duties required by this

act or any of the officers or persons nentioned herein in
22
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1| relation to said bonds, or the levy, collection, enforcenent,
2| and application of the taxes, revenues, or noneys avail able or
3| pl edged for the paynent thereof.

4 (9) This act constitutes full and conplete authority

5] for the issuance of bonds and exercise of powers of the

6| district provided herein. No procedures or proceedings,

7 | publications, notices, consents, approvals, orders, acts, or

8 | things by the board of conmi ssioners or any board, officers,

9 | commi ssi on, departnent, agency, or instrunentality of the

10 | district, other than those required by this act, shall be

11| required to i ssue bonds under this act.

12 (10) Bonds issued pursuant to this act, including the
13 | refundi ng bonds authorized pursuant to section 12, are hereby
14 | nade securities in which all public officers and public bodies
15 ) of the state and its political subdivisions, all insurance

16 | conpani es, trust conpani es, banki ng associ ati ons, investnent
17 | conpani es, executors, administrators, trustees, and other

18 | fiduciaries may properly and legally invest funds, including
19 | capital in their control or belonging to them Such bonds are
20 | hereby made securities which may properly and legally be

21| deposited with and received by any state or nunicipal officer
22 | or any agency or political subdivision of the state for any
23 | purpose for which the deposit of bonds or obligations of the
24 | state is now or nay hereafter be authorized by | aw

25 Section 12. Refunding bonds.--The district is

26 | authori zed, without prior referendum to provide by resolution
27 | for the issuance fromtine to tinme of bonds for the purpose of
28 | refundi ng any bonds outstandi ng. The aut hori zation, sale, and
29 | i ssuance of such obligations, the maturities and details

30| thereof, the rights and renedi es of the holders thereof, and
31| the rights, powers, privileges, duties, and obligations of the

23
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1| district with respect to the sanme shall be governed by the

2| provisions of section 11 insofar as the sane nmay be

3| applicable. It is the express intention of this act that

4 | out standi ng bonds may be refunded and retired by and upon the
5] issuance of bonds notwithstanding that all or a portion of

6 | such outstanding bonds will not mature or becone redeennbl e
7luntil after the date of issuance of such refundi ng bonds, and
8 | the issuance of such advance refundi ng bonds shall conply with
9| the provisions of the Advance Refundi ng Law, sections

10 | 132.33-132.47, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtinme to tine.
11 Section 13. Planning.--In addition to other planning
12 | responsibilities that may be inposed on the district hy

13 | general |aw, the board of commi ssioners shall each year, prior
14 | to the passage of the tax levy resolution referred to in

15| section 8, review the |ong-range | akes managenent plan of the
16 | district established by resolution to pronote the purposes of
17 | this act. Not less than 90 days prior to the passage of said
18 | tax levy, the board of comm ssioners shall hold a public

19 | hearing for the purpose of exanining, updating, and/or
20 | revising the | ong-range | akes managenent plan and for
21 | receiving public input related thereto.
22 Section 14. Disclosure, notice, and reporting.--In
23| carrying out its activities hereunder, the board of
24 | conmi ssioners and the district shall conply with al
25 | applicabl e disclosure, notice, and reporting procedures
26 | required by general | aw
27 Section 15. Liability insurance.--The board of
28 | conmi ssioners nay secure and keep in force in anpbunts they may
29 | determine, in conpanies duly authorized to do business in
30| Florida, liability insurance covering vehicles, properties,
31| premises, and legal liability. The board of commi ssi oners,

24
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1| however, nmay purchase such insurance from conpani es not duly

2| authorized to do business in Florida if equival ent insurance

3| coverage is not available from conpanies duly authorized to do
4 | business in Florida.

5 Section 16. Application of taxes and investnment of

6| funds.--1t shall be the duty of said board of conmmni ssioners

7 | out of the proceeds of the taxes |evied, inposed, and

8| collected by or pursuant to the provisions of this act, which
9 | noneys so far as necessary are hereby set apart for the

10 | purpose, to apply said noneys and pay the interest on said

11| bonds as the sane fall due, and at the maturity of said bonds
12 | of said noneys to pay the principal thereof. Any funds of the
13| district, including, without linitation, bond proceeds, nay be
14 | deposited in any bank or trust conpany organi zed under the

15 ) laws of the United States for the State of Florida and may be
16 | i nvested and rei nvested by the board in obligations authorized
17 | by general law for the investnent of public funds. Funds of

18 | the district shall be disbursed only upon the warrant or order
19 | of the board of comni ssioners signed by the

20 | secretary/treasurer and countersigned by the chair of the

21 | board

22 Section 17. District nanager.--A|l work done under the
23| provisions of this act and the general operations of the

24 | district shall be carried on under the supervision of a

25 | conpetent district nmanager to be enpl oyed by the board of

26 | conmi ssioners. The district nanager may be enpl oyed pursuant
27 | to an enpl oynent agreenent or may serve at the pleasure of the
28 | board, as the board nay deternine. Wthout linitation, the

29 | district manager shall be responsible for the preparation of a
30 | proposed annual budget to be approved by the board, for the

31| hiring and firing of regular enployees of the district, for

25
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1| reporting to the board of conmi ssioners at their regular and

2 | special neetings, and for inplenenting and enforcing policies
3 | established by the board.

4 Section 18. Rules regulating district property.--The

5| district shall have the right to make all such proper and

6 | reasonabl e rules and regul ations for the care, protection, and
7 | use of the boat canals and drai nage canals, water contro

8| structures, berns, |ocks, docks, and other facilities and

9| property of the district, as may be prescribed by the board of
10 | conmissioners; and to charge and coll ect for the use of the

11| canal s, structures, |ocks, docks, and for other services and
12 | facilities constructed and nai ntained or furnished and

13 | rendered by the district, such reasonable fees, rates, and

14 | charges as shall fromtinme to tine be fixed and established by
15| said board, and all funds so collected shall be deposited into
16 | the treasury and used for any and all purposes of the

17 | district. Al rules and regulations of the district shall be
18 | adopted pursuant to the procedures set forth in chapter 120,
19| Florida Statutes, the Adm nistrative Procedure Act, as anended
20| fromtine to tinme. Notw thstandi ng the above, the district

21| shall nmake no rule or regulation that would require any person
22| to obtain the permission of the district or a permit fromthe
23| district prior to the performance of an otherw se | awful act
24 | or an act that is otherw se regul ated by other federal, state,
25| or local agencies or governnental entities.

26 Section 19. Enforcenent.--Woever shall willfully

27 | damage the quality of water by dunping trash, garbage, or

28 | other pollutants or by discharge or allowi ng the discharge

29 | therein of any liquids or other matter that could | ower the

30| quality of |ake water or dammge plant life or cause damage to
31| any canal, water control structure, lock, levy, jetty, berm

26
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1| dock, or other works established or constructed under this act
2| or property otherwi se covered by this act, or who shall fill
3| or obstruct the flow of water in or the passage of boats

4 | through any drai nage canal or boat canal, renpve any stone or
5| earth or other material fromany boat canal, drainage canal

6 | water control structure, berm levy, locks, jetty, dock, or

7| other work, without having first obtained pernmission in

8| witing fromsaid board to renpbve such material, or who shal
9| wllfully violate the reasonable rules and regul ati ons

10 | established by the board of commissioners, is guilty of a

11 | ni sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in
12 | section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida Statutes. This

13 | section shall not apply to any properly authorized activities
14 | engaged in by a governmental authority having jurisdiction

15| Neither shall this section apply to any properly authorized
16 | activities authorized by a governnental authority having

17 | jurisdiction if the activity does not affect a public canal
18 | water control structure, berm dam |ock, or canal bank

19 Section 20. Qualifications of an elector of the

20 | district.--Electors, qualified pursuant to general |laws of the
21| State of Florida, residing within said district, shall be

22 | qualified electors at any el ection held under this act. Each
23| qualified elector shall be properly registered pursuant to the
24 | procedures provided by general |aw and by Pol k County.

25 Section 21. Invalidation and severability.--Any

26 | section, portion, or clause of this act which for any reason
27 | may be declared invalid may be severed therefrom and the

28 | remmi ning portions thereof shall be in renaining force and be
29 | valid as if such clause, section, or invalid portion had not
30 | been incorporated herein.

31
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1 Section 22. Dissolution of district and anendnent of

2| charter.--The district nmay be dissolved only by special act of
3| the Legislature or by special dissolution procedures

4 | established by general law. This act nmay be anended only by

5| special act of the Legislature.

6 Section 23. Jurisdictional conflict.--No capita

7 | inmprovenent shall be constructed by the district outside the
8| territorial boundaries of the district as described in section
9|1, and no rule of the district shall be enforced outside said
10| territorial boundaries, wi thout the formal concurrence of the
11| affected jurisdiction. In addition, nothing contai ned herein
12 | shall be construed to exenpt the district from securing any
13 | pernmits, authorizations, or devel opnent approvals, including,
14 | without limtation, zoning approvals, required by a

15| governnental entity having jurisdiction. The district shal

16 | not have the authority to mandate the expenditure of funds by
17 | any | ocal governnent.

18 Section 24. Inmmunity fromliability.--No action shal
19 | be brought against the district, or any agents or enpl oyees of
20| the district, for the recovery of damages caused by the

21 | partial or total failure of any water nmanagenent structure,

22 | dam canal, |evee, dock, or other works upon the ground that
23| the district is liable by virtue of its control, operation, or
24 | regul ati on of such works, or neasures taken to protect agai nst
25| the failure of such works during an energency.

26 Section 4. Chapters 8378 (1919), 23491 (1945), 31189
27 |(1955), 65-2134, 84-517, 90-499, 97-344, and 2000-407, Laws of
28 | Florida, are repeal ed. Such repeal does not affect the

29 | prosecution of any cause of action that accrued before the

30| effective date of the repeal and does not affect rules,

31| policies, actions, decisions, contracts, agreenents,

28
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obligations, or properties of the district existing prior to

the effective date of this act. This act does not repeal

abrogate, inpair, or adversely affect the rights and renedies

of the holders of any obligations of the district issued

pursuant to the existing acts or any other applicable

provision of |aw.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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