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Florida Senate - 2004 SJR 2906
By Senator Klein

30- 1686- 04
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 16 of Article Ill of the State
Constitution to prescribe additional standards
for legislative and congressional apportionnent
and redistricting.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the foll owing anendnent to Section 16 of Article
Il of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be
presented to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or at an earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:

ARTI CLE | I']
LEG SLATURE

SECTI ON 16. Legislative apportionnent. --

(a) SENATORI AL AND REPRESENTATI VE DI STRI CTS. The
| egislature at its regular session in the second year
foll owi ng each decenni al census, by joint resolution, shal
apportion the state in accordance with the constitution of the
state and of the United States into not less than thirty nor
nore than forty consecutively nunbered senatorial districts of
ei ther contiguous, overlapping or identical territory, and
into not |less than eighty nor nore than one hundred twenty
consecutively nunbered representative districts of either
conti guous, overlapping or identical territory. Should that
session adjourn without adopting such joint resolution, the
governor by proclanmation shall reconvene the |egislature
within thirty days in special apportionnment session which
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shal | not exceed thirty consecutive days, during which no

ot her busi ness shall be transacted, and it shall be the
mandat ory duty of the legislature to adopt a joint resolution
of apportionnent.

(b) FAILURE OF LEG SLATURE TO APPORTI ON;, JUDI CI AL
REAPPORTI ONMENT. I n the event a special apportionnent session
of the legislature finally adjourns wi thout adopting a joint
resolution of apportionnment, the attorney general shall,
within five days, petition the suprene court of the state to
make such apportionnent. No later than the sixtieth day after
the filing of such petition, the suprene court shall file with
t he custodian of state records an order naking such
apporti onnent.

(c) JUDICI AL REVI EW OF APPORTI ONMENT. W thin fifteen
days after the passage of the joint resolution of
apportionnent, the attorney general shall petition the suprene
court of the state for a declaratory judgnent determ ning the
validity of the apportionnent. The suprene court, in
accordance with its rules, shall permt adversary interests to
present their views and, within thirty days fromthe filing of
the petition, shall enter its judgnent.

(d) EFFECT OF JUDGVENT | N APPORTI ONVENT; EXTRAORDI NARY
APPORTI ONMENT SESSI ON. A judgnent of the suprene court of the
state determning the apportionnent to be valid shall be
bi ndi ng upon all the citizens of the state. Should the
suprene court determine that the apportionnment nade by the
| egislature is invalid, the governor by proclamation shal
reconvene the legislature within five days thereafter in
extraordi nary apportionnent session which shall not exceed
fifteen days, during which the |legislature shall adopt a joint
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resolution of apportionnment conformng to the judgnent of the
suprenme court.

(e) EXTRAORDI NARY APPORTI ONMENT SESSI ON; REVI EW OF
APPORTI ONMENT. Wthin fifteen days after the adjournnment of
an extraordi nary apportionnent session, the attorney genera
shall file a petition in the suprene court of the state
setting forth the apportionnent resol uti on adopted by the
| egislature, or if none has been adopted reporting that fact
to the court. Consideration of the validity of a joint
resolution of apportionnent shall be had as provided for in
cases of such joint resolution adopted at a regular or special
apportionnment session.

(f) JUDI Cl AL REAPPORTI ONMENT.  Shoul d an extraordinary
apportionnent session fail to adopt a resol ution of
apportionnent or should the suprene court deternine that the
apportionnent nade is invalid, the court shall, not later than
si xty days after receiving the petition of the attorney
general, file with the custodian of state records an order
nmaki ng such apportionnent.

(g) STANDARDS FOR APPORTI ONMENT AND DISTRICTING In
apportioning |l egislative and congressional districts, the

following standards, in addition to requirenents provided by

this constitution and by the constitution of the United

States, apply:

(1) Districts shall be conpact and shall, where

practicable, use existing political and geographica

boundari es;
(2) Districts shall, where practicable, preserve

communities of interest; and

(3) Districts may not be drawn to favor an i ncunbent,

a political party, or any other person
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1 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
2| placed on the ballot:

3 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

4 ARTICLE |11, SECTION 16

5 STANDARDS FOR APPORTI ONVENT AND

6 | REDI STRI CTI NG. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the State

7| Constitution to require that, in legislative and congressi ona
8| redistricting, in addition to constitutional requirenents,
9| districts be conpact; where practicable, use existing

10| political and geographical boundaries; where practicable,
11 | preserve communities of interest; and not favor an incunbent,
12| a political party, or another person
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