Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2908
By Senator W/I son

33-1579- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the school grading system
3 anmending s. 1008.34, F.S.; renpving letter
4 grades fromthe performance grade categories by
5 whi ch school s nust be identified in the
6 Conmmi ssi oner of Education's annual report of
7 the results of the statew de assessnent
8 program anendi ng ss. 1001.42, 1002. 38,
9 1003. 62, 1008.33, 1008. 345, and 1011.62, F.S.
10 correcting references to the letter grades, to
11 conform providing an effective date.
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 1008. 34,
16 | Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
17 1008.34 School grading system district perfornmance
18 | grade. --
19 (2) SCHOOL PERFORVMANCE GRADE CATEGORI ES. - - The annua
20 | report shall identify schools as being in one of the foll ow ng
21 | performance grade categories defined according to rules of the
22 | State Board of Education
23 (a) “A—"School s nmaki ng excell ent progress.
24 (b) *B~"School s nmaki ng above average progress.
25 (c) =&-*Schools maki ng satisfactory progress.
26 (d) *Bb~Schools nmaking | ess than satisfactory
27 | progress.
28 (e) =*Schools failing to nake adequate progress.
29
30 | Each school i i LA
31 | maki ng excell ent progress, or having inproved at | east two
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1| performance grade categories, shall have greater authority

2| over the allocation of the school's total budget generated

3| fromthe FEFP, state categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and
4| local funds, as specified in state board rule. The rul e nust
5] provide that the increased budget authority shall remain in

6| effect until the school's perfornmance grade declines.

7 (3) DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE GRADE

8 | CATEGORI ES. - - School performance grade category designations
9]item zed in subsection (2) shall be based on the foll ow ng

10 (a) Tinmefranes.--

11 1. School performance grade category designations

12 | shall be based on the school's current year perfornmance and
13 | the school's annual |earning gains.

14 2. A school's performance grade category designation
15 | shall be based on a conbi nati on of student achi evenent scores,
16 | student | earning gains as nmeasured by annual FCAT assessnents
17 | in grades 3 through 10, and inprovenent of the |owest 25th

18 | percentile of students in the school in reading, math, or

19 | writing on the FCAT, unless these students are performng
20 | above satisfactory perfornmance.
21 (b) Student assessnent data.--Student assessnent data
22 | used in determ ning school perfornmance grade categories shal
23 | i ncl ude:
24 1. The aggregate scores of all eligible students
25 ] enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT.
26 2. The aggregate scores of all eligible students
27 | enrolled in the school who have been assessed on the FCAT,
28 | including Florida Wites, and who have scored at or in the
29 | | onest 25th percentile of students in the school in reading,
30| math, or witing, unless these students are perforni ng above
31| satisfactory performance
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The Departnent of Education shall study the effects of
mobility on the performance of highly nobile students and
reconmend prograns to i nprove the performance of such
students. The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate
criteria for each school performance grade category. The
criteria nust also give added weight to student achi evenent in
readi ng. School s desi gnated as performance—grade—category—C—
maki ng satisfactory progress, shall be required to denonstrate
t hat adequate progress has been nade by students in the schoo
who are in the | owest 25th percentile in reading, math, or
writing on the FCAT, including Florida Wites, unless these
students are perform ng above satisfactory perfornance.
Section 2. Paragraphs (c¢) and (d) of subsection (16),
par agraph (d) of subsection (17), and subsection (18) of
section 1001.42, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |isted bel ow
(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
1008. 385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo
i mprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
not linmted to, the foll ow ng
(c) Assistance and intervention.--

3
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1. Develop a 2-year plan of increasing individualized
assi stance and intervention for each school in danger of not
neeting state standards or nmki ng adequate progress, as
defined pursuant to statute and State Board of Education rule,
toward neeting the goals and standards of its approved schoo
i mprovenent plan.

2. Provide assistance and intervention to a schoo

that is identified as naking | ess than satisfactory progress

being—n—performance—grade—category—bB-pursuant to s. 1008. 34

and is in danger of failing.

3. Develop a plan to encourage teachers with
denonstrated mastery in inproving student perfornmance to
remain at or transfer to a school designated as nmking |ess
than satisfactory progress or failing to nmake adequate
progr ess perfoermance—gratde—category—b—er—F"or to an
alternative school that serves disruptive or violent youths.
If a classroomteacher, as defined by s. 1012.01(2)(a), who
neets the definition of teaching nastery devel oped according

to the provisions of this paragraph, requests assignnment to a
school designated as making | ess than satisfactory progress or

failing to nake adequat e progress performance—grade—category

“~B—oer—"or to an alternative school that serves disruptive

or violent youths, the district school board shall nake every
practical effort to grant the request.

4. Prioritize, to the extent possible, the
expendi tures of funds received fromthe suppl enmental acadenic
i nstruction categorical fund under s. 1011.62(1)(f) to inprove
student performance in schools desighated as naking | ess than

satisfactory progress or failing to nake adequate progress.

EIC " F. "
4
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1 (d) After 2 years.--Notify the Commi ssioner of
2 | Education and the State Board of Education in the event any
3 | school does not nmake adequate progress toward neeting the
4 | goal s and standards of a school inprovenent plan by the end of
5] 2 years of failing to nake adequate progress and proceed
6 | according to guidelines devel oped pursuant to statute and
7| State Board of Education rule. School districts shall provide
8 | intervention and assistance to schools in danger of being
9 | desi gnat ed as performance—gratde—category—F—"failing to make
10 | adequat e progress.
11 (17) LOCAL-LEVEL DECI SI ONMAKI NG. - -
12 (d) Adopt policies that assist in giving greater
13 | autonony, including authority over the allocation of the
14 | school's budget, to schools desighated as perfoerrmance—grade
15 | eategory—A—naki ng excel |l ent progress;and schools rated as
16 | having inproved at | east two perfornmance grade categories.
17 (18) OPPORTUNI TY SCHOLARSHI PS. - - Adopt policies
18 | al l owi ng students attendi ng schools that have been desi gnated
19 | as performance—grade—category—F—"failing to make adequate
20 | progress;for 2 school years in a 4-year period to attend a
21 | higher performng school in the district or an adjoining
22 | district or be granted a state opportunity scholarship to a
23 | private school, in conformance with s. 1002.38 and State Board
24 | of Education rule.
25 Section 3. Subsection (2) and paragraphs (a) and (b)
26 | of subsection (3) of section 1002.38, Florida Statutes, are
27 | anended to read:
28 1002.38 Qpportunity Schol arship Program --
29 (2) OPPORTUNI TY SCHOLARSHI P ELIGBILITY.--A public
30 | school student's parent may request and receive fromthe state
31| an opportunity scholarship for the student to enroll in and
5
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attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of
this section if:

(a)1. By assigned school attendance area or by speci al
assi gnnent, the student has spent the prior school year in
attendance at a public school that has been desi gnhated
pursuant to s. 1008. 34 as performance—grade—ecategory—F—
failing to nake adequate progressyand that has had 2 schoo
years in a 4-year period of such | ow performance, and the
student's attendance occurred during a school year in which
such designation was in effect;

2. The student has been in attendance el sewhere in the
public school system and has been assigned to such school for
t he next school year; or

3. The student is entering kindergarten or first grade
and has been notified that the student has been assigned to
such school for the next school year

(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion
of the student to a private school eligible for the program
pursuant to subsection (4), and has notified the Departnment of
Education and the school district of the request for an
opportunity scholarship no later than July 1 of the first year
in which the student intends to use the schol arship.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to a student
who is enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
provi di ng educational services to youth in Departnent of
Juvenile Justice conmtnment prograns. For purposes of
continuity of educational choice, the opportunity schol arship
shall remain in force until the student returns to a public
school or, if the student chooses to attend a private schoo
t he hi ghest grade of which is grade 8, until the student

6
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matriculates to high school and the public high school to
which the student is assigned is an accredited school with a

perfornmance grade category designation as naking satisfactory

progress ef—€-or better. However, at any tine upon
reasonabl e notice to the Departnent of Education and the
school district, the student's parent may renove the student
fromthe private school and place the student in a public
school, as provided in subparagraph (3)(a)?2.

(3) SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - -

(a) A school district shall, for each student enrolled
in or assigned to a school that has been designated as failing

to nake adequate progress perfoernance—grade—category—+F-for 2

school years in a 4-year period

1. Tinely notify the parent of the student as soon as
such designation is nade of all options available pursuant to
this section.

2. Ofer that student's parent an opportunity to
enroll the student in the public school within the district
t hat has been designated by the state pursuant to s. 1008. 34
as a school perforning higher than that in which the student
is currently enrolled or to which the student has been
assi gned, but not |ess than the performance grade category of
school s nmaki ng satisfactory progress."*€—The parent is not

required to accept this offer in lieu of requesting a state
opportunity scholarship to a private school. The opportunity
to continue attendi ng the higher perfornming public schoo
shall remain in force until the student graduates from high
school .

(b) The parent of a student enrolled in or assigned to
a school that has been designated as failing to nake adequate

progr ess performance—gratde—categoery—F-for 2 school years in
7
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a 4-year period nmay choose as an alternative to enroll the
student in and transport the student to a higher-perform ng
public school that has avail able space in an adjacent schoo
district, and that school district shall accept the student
and report the student for purposes of the district's funding
pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003.62, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003. 62 Academ ¢ performance-based charter schoo
districts.--The State Board of Education nay enter into a
perfornmance contract with district school boards as authorized
in this section for the purpose of establishing them as
academ c performance-based charter school districts. The
purpose of this section is to exanine a new rel ationship
between the State Board of Education and district schoo
boards that will produce significant inprovenents in student
achi evenent, while conplying with constitutional and statutory
requi rements assigned to each entity.

(1) ACADEM C PERFORMANCE- BASED CHARTER SCHOOL
DI STRI CT. - -

(a) A school district shall be eligible for
desi gnati on as an acadeni c performance-based charter schoo
district if it is a high-performng school district in which a
m ni nrum of 50 percent of the schools are designated as making

excel |l ent progress or naki ng above average progress eart—a

performance—grade—ecategory—A—or—B-and in which no schoo

is designated as nmaking | ess than satisfactory progress or

failing to nake adequat e progress earns—aperforance—grade
category—b—oe+—F"for 2 consecutive years pursuant to s.

1008. 34. School s that receive a performance grade category "I"

or "N' shall not be included in this calculation. The
8
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perfornmance contract for a school district that earns a
charter based on school perfornmance grades shall be predicated
on mai ntenance of at |east 50 percent of the schools in the
school district being designated as nmaking excellent progress

or nmeki ng above average progress earning—aperfornance—grade
category—A—oe+—B~wi th no school in the school district

bei ng designated as making |l ess than satisfactory progress or

failing to nake adequat e progress earhing—aperforrance—grade
category—b—oe+r—F"for 2 consecutive years. A school district

in which the nunber of schools that are designated as naking

excel |l ent progress or naki ng above average progress eart—a

performance—grade—of—A—or—B~i s | ess than 50 percent nay

have its charter renewed for 1 year; however, if the

per cent age of “A—e+r—"B~schools that is designated as making

excel |l ent progress or naki ng above average progress is |ess

than 50 percent for 2 consecutive years, the charter shall not
be renewed.

Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1008. 33,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

1008.33 Authority to enforce public schoo
i mprovenent.--It is the intent of the Legislature that al
public schools be held accountable for students perform ng at
acceptable levels. A system of school inprovenent and
accountability that assesses student perfornmance by school
identifies schools in which students are not naking adequate
progress toward state standards, institutes appropriate
neasures for enforcing inprovenent, and provi des rewards and
sanctions based on performance shall be the responsibility of
the State Board of Educati on.

(1) Pursuant to Art. | X of the State Constitution
prescribing the duty of the State Board of Education to

9
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supervise Florida's public school system and notw thstandi ng
any other statutory provisions to the contrary, the State
Board of Education shall intervene in the operation of a

di strict school system when one or nore schools in the schoo
district have failed to nake adequate progress for 2 schoo
years in a 4-year period. For purposes of determ ning when a
school is eligible for state board action and opportunity
schol arships for its students, the ternms "2 years in any
4-year period" and "2 years in a 4-year period" nean that in
any year that a school is designated as failing to nake

adequat e progress, hras—a—grade—of—-+—"t he school is eligible

for state board action and opportunity schol arships for its

students if it also has been designated as failing to nmake

adequat e progress had—a—grade—of—F-in any of the previous 3

school years. The State Board of Education nay determn ne that

the school district or school has not taken steps sufficient
for students in the school to be acadenmically well served.
Consi deri ng reconmendati ons of the Comm ssioner of Education
the State Board of Education shall recommend action to a

di strict school board intended to i nprove educational services
to students in each school that is designhated as failing to

nmake adequat e progress. perfoermance—grade—category—+H—

Recommendati ons for actions to be taken in the school district

shal |l be made only after thorough consideration of the unique

characteristics of a school, which shall include student

mobility rates, the nunber and type of exceptional students

enrolled in the school, and the availability of options for

i mproved educational services. The state board shall adopt by

rule steps to followin this process. Such steps shal

provi de school districts sufficient tine to i nprove student

perfornmance in schools and the opportunity to present evidence
10
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1| of assistance and interventions that the district school board
2 | has i npl enent ed.

3 (2) The State Board of Education may recommend one or
4| nore of the following actions to district school boards to

5| enabl e students in schools designated as failing to make

6 | adequat e progress perfoermance—gratde—category—F-to be

7 | acadenmically well served by the public school system

8 (a) Provide additional resources, change certain

9| practices, and provide additional assistance if the state

10 | board deternines the causes of inadequate progress to be

11| related to school district policy or practice;

12 (b) Inplenent a plan that satisfactorily resolves the
13 | education equity problens in the school

14 (c) Contract for the educational services of the

15| school, or reorganize the school at the end of the school year
16 | under a new school principal who is authorized to hire new

17 | staff and inplenent a plan that addresses the causes of

18 | i nadequat e progress;

19 (d) Allow parents of students in the school to send
20| their children to another district school of their choice; or
21 (e) Oher action appropriate to inprove the school's
22 | performance.
23 Section 6. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (6)
24 | and paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section 1008. 345,
25| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
26 1008. 345 Inplenentation of state system of schoo
27 | i nprovenent and education accountability.--
28 (6)
29 (b) Upon request, the departnent shall provide
30 | technical assistance and training to any school, including any
31| school operating for the purpose of providing educationa

11
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services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns,
school advisory council, district, or district school board
for conducti ng needs assessnents, devel opi ng and i npl enenting
school inprovenent plans, devel opi ng and inplenenting

assi stance and intervention plans, or inplenenting other
conponents of school inprovenent and accountability. Priority
for these services shall be given to schools designated as
nmaki ng | ess than satisfactory progress or failing to make

adequat e progress perfortance—grade—category—b—or—+F-and

school districts in rural and sparsely popul ated areas of the

state.

(d) The departnent shall assign a conmunity assessnent
teamto each school district with a school designated as
nmaki ng | ess than satisfactory progress or failing to make

adequat e progress perfoernance—grade—category—b—oe+—F"-to

review the school performance data and determn ne causes for

the | ow performance. The team shall nake recommendations to
the school board, to the departnent, and to the State Board of
Education for inplenenting an assistance and intervention plan
that will address the causes of the school's | ow perfornance.
The assessnent team shall include, but not be linmted to, a
departnent representative, parents, business representatives,
educators, and comunity activists, and shall represent the
denogr aphi cs of the conmunity from which they are appoi nt ed.

(7)(a) Schools designated as irn—performance—grade

category—A—naki ng excell ent progressyshall, if requested
by the school, be given deregul ated status as specified in s.

1003.63(5), (7), (8), (9), and (10).
Section 7. Paragraphs (1), (m, and (n) of subsection
(1) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

12
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1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua
al l ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
OPERATI ON. - - The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in
determ ning the annual allocation to each district for
oper ati on:

(1) Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent
nmenber shi p based on international baccal aureate exam nation
scores of students.--A value of 0.24 full-tinme equival ent
student nenbership shall be cal cul ated for each student
enrolled in an international baccal aureate course who receives
a score of 4 or higher on a subject exanination. A value of
0.3 full-tinme equival ent student nenbership shall be
cal cul ated for each student who receives an internationa
baccal aureate di pl oma. Such val ue shall be added to the total
full-tinme equival ent student nmenbership in basic prograns for
grades 9 through 12 in the subsequent fiscal year. The schoo
district shall distribute to each classroomteacher who
provided international baccal aureate instruction:

1. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student
taught by the International Baccal aureate teacher in each
i nternational baccal aureate course who receives a score of 4
or higher on the international baccal aureate exanination

2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Internationa
Baccal aureate teacher in a school designated as nmking |ess

than satisfactory progress or failing to nmake adequate

progress performance—grade—category—b—er—+F"who has at
13
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| east one student scoring 4 or higher on the internationa
baccal aureate exami nation, regardl ess of the nunber of classes
taught or of the nunber of students scoring a 4 or higher on

the international baccal aureate exam nati on

Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher
received or is scheduled to receive.

(m Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent
nmenber shi p based on Advanced International Certificate of
Educati on exani nati on scores of students.--A value of 0.24
full-tinme equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student enrolled in a full-credit Advanced
International Certificate of Education course who receives a
score of 2 or higher on a subject exam nation. A value of 0.12
full-tine equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student enrolled in a half-credit Advanced
International Certificate of Education course who receives a
score of 1 or higher on a subject exanination. A value of 0.3
full-tine equival ent student nenbership shall be cal cul ated
for each student who received an Advanced | nternationa
Certificate of Education diplom. Such value shall be added to
the total full-tine equival ent student nenbership in basic
prograns for grades 9 through 12 in the subsequent fisca
year. The school district shall distribute to each cl assroom
teacher who provi ded Advanced International Certificate of
Education instruction:

1. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student
taught by the Advanced International Certificate of Education
teacher in each full-credit Advanced International Certificate

14
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1| of Education course who receives a score of 2 or higher on the
2 | Advanced International Certificate of Education exam nation. A
3| bonus in the amount of $25 for each student taught by the

4 | Advanced International Certificate of Education teacher in

5| each hal f-credit Advanced International Certificate of

6 | Educati on course who receives a score of 1 or higher on the
7 | Advanced International Certificate of Education exam nation
8 2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced

9| International Certificate of Education teacher in a schoo

10 | designated as nmking | ess than satisfactory progress or

11| failing to nake adequat e progress performance—gratde—category
12 FB—er—"+"who has at | east one student scoring 2 or higher on
13| the full-credit Advanced International Certificate of

14 | Educati on exami nation, regardless of the nunber of classes
15| taught or of the nunber of students scoring a 2 or higher on
16 [ the full-credit Advanced International Certificate of

17 | Educati on exani nation

18 3. Additional bonuses of $250 each to teachers of

19 | half-credit Advanced International Certificate of Education
20 | classes in a school designated as nmaking | ess than

21 | satisfactory progress or failing to nmake adequate progress
22 | performance—grade—category—b—oe+—+"whi ch has at | east one
23 | student scoring a 1 or higher on the half-credit Advanced

24 | International Certificate of Education exanination in that
25| class. The maxi num addi ti onal bonus for a teacher awarded in
26 | accordance with this subparagraph shall not exceed $500 in any
27 | given school year. Teachers receiving an award under

28 | subparagraph 2. are not eligible for a bonus under this

29 | subpar agr aph.

30

31
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1| Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
2| not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in

3| addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher

4 | received or is scheduled to receive.

5 (n) Calculation of additional full-tinme equival ent

6 | menber shi p based on coll ege board advanced pl acenent scores of
7 | students.--A value of 0.24 full-tinme equival ent student

8 | menbership shall be cal culated for each student in each

9 | advanced pl acenent course who receives a score of 3 or higher
10| on the Coll ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exam nation for the
11| prior year and added to the total full-tine equival ent student
12 | nenbership in basic progranms for grades 9 through 12 in the
13 | subsequent fiscal year. Each district nust allocate at |east
14 | 80 percent of the funds provided to the district for advanced
15| pl acenent instruction, in accordance with this paragraph, to
16 | the high school that generates the funds. The school district
17 | shall distribute to each classroomteacher who provi ded

18 | advanced pl acenent instruction

19 1. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student

20 | taught by the Advanced Pl acenent teacher in each advanced

21 | pl acenent course who receives a score of 3 or higher on the
22 | Col | ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exam nation

23 2.  An additional bonus of $500 to each Advanced

24 | Pl acenent teacher in a school designated as nmaking | ess than
25| satisfactory progress or failing to make adequate progress
26 | performance—grade—category—b—oe+—+F"-who has at | east one

27 | student scoring 3 or higher on the Coll ege Board Advanced

28 | Pl acenent Exami nation, regardl ess of the nunber of classes
29 | taught or of the nunber of students scoring a 3 or higher on
30| the Coll ege Board Advanced Pl acenent Exam nation

31

16
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2908
33-1579-04

1| Bonuses awarded to a teacher according to this paragraph shal
2| not exceed $2,000 in any given school year and shall be in
3| addition to any regul ar wage or other bonus the teacher

4 | received or is scheduled to receive.

5 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
6
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8 SENATE SUMVARY

9 Renoves | etter grades fromthe performance grade

10| B Shet ol Education S Mnnual Srepert' of Sher 685 ts
11 of the statew de assessnent program
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