Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2918

By the Committee on Governnental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senator Atwater

302-2642-04
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Florida School for the
3 Deaf and the Blind; anmending s. 11.45, F.S.
4 requiring the Auditor Ceneral to conduct audits
5 of the accounts and records of the Florida
6 School for the Deaf and the Blind; anending s.
7 1001.20, F.S.; including the Florida School for
8 the Deaf and Blind in the entities subject to
9 i nspection by the Departnent of Education's
10 I nspector General; anmending s. 1002.36, F.S.
11 relating to the Florida School for the Deaf and
12 the Blind; providing that the school is a
13 conmponent of the delivery of public education
14 within Florida's K-20 education system
15 requiring certain conpliance; revising audit
16 requi renents; revising provisions specifying
17 authority of the Board of Trustees for the
18 Fl ori da School for the Deaf and the Blind to
19 performcertain actions; revising the power and
20 authority of the board of trustees; revising
21 duties of the board of trustees; anending s.
22 1011.55, F.S.; revising the procedure for
23 | egi sl ative budget requests of the Florida
24 School for the Deaf and the Blind; creating s.
25 1013. 351, F.S.; providing definitions;
26 provi ding a policy statement concerning the
27 coordi nati on of planning between the board of
28 trustees and | ocal governments on property
29 acquired after a certain date; authorizing the
30 board of trustees to enter into an interloca
31 agreenent with the municipality where the
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1 school is located; providing for the nakeup of
2 the interl ocal agreenent; requiring the

3 submi ssion of the interlocal agreenment with the
4 O fice of Educational Facilities and the state
5 | and pl anni ng agency; providing for a review of
6 the interlocal agreenent by the office and the
7 agency; providing for amendnents of the

8 i nterlocal agreenment; authorizing an

9 alternative process to the interlocal agreenent
10 concer ni ng expansi on of the school's canpus;

11 provi ding for inproved coordinati on between the
12 board of trustees and the affected |oca

13 governments concerning future acquisitions of
14 real property; providing for the board of

15 trustees to request a determ nation of

16 consi stency with the | ocal government's

17 conprehensive plan and | ocal devel opnent

18 regul ations for the proposed use of property
19 acquired after a certain date; providing for a
20 | ocal governnment that regulates |and use to
21 make that determination; requiring that
22 di sputes concerning the inplenmentation of an
23 executed interlocal agreenment be resolved in
24 accordance with ch. 164, F.S.; creating s.
25 1002. 361, F.S.; authorizing the board of
26 trustees to create a direct-support
27 organi zation; requiring the organization to
28 operate under a contract with the board of
29 trustees; providing for the el enents of the
30 contract; providing for audits of the
31 organi zation; providing for nenbership to the
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1 board of directors of the organization

2 requiring the board of trustees to adopt rules;
3 anending s. 413.011, F.S.; providing

4 | egi slative policy and intent; providing duties
5 of the Division of Blind Services; requiring

6 the division to develop and i nplenent a state
7 pl an for vocational rehabilitation services;

8 requiring the division to devel op and i npl enent
9 a state plan for independent |iving services;
10 providing for the division to purchase and

11 di stribute specialized equi pnent wi thout using
12 state centralized purchasing procedures;

13 exenpting such equi pnrent fromcertain record

14 and inventory requirenments; creating a

15 children's program requiring background

16 i nvestigations of division personnel; requiring
17 di vi si on personnel and applicants for

18 enpl oynment to neet |evel 2 screening standards
19 as a condition of enploynent; redesignating the
20 Advi sory Council for the Blind as the

21 Rehabilitation Council for the Blind; anmending
22 ss. 413.014, 413.041, 413.051, and 413. 091,

23 F.S.; nodernizing term nology; requiring the
24 di vision to conduct a periodic survey of state
25 properties; creating s. 413.095, F.S.

26 providing for the division to retain title to
27 certain real and personal property intended for
28 use by peopl e who have visual inpairnents and
29 certain personnel; allowi ng the division to

30 repossess, transfer, and di spose of such

31 property; providing for rul emaki ng by the

3
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di vision; authorizing the division to create a
bli nd services direct-support organization;
provi di ng purposes and objectives; providing
for nmenbers of the board of the direct-support
organi zation; providing that the organization
is subject to s. 24, Art. | of the State
Constitution, ch. 119, F.S., and s. 286.011
F.S.; requiring expenses of the organization to
be paid by private funds; providing guidelines
for the use of the funds; repealing ss.

413. 061, 413.062, 413.063, 413.064, 413. 065,
413. 066, 413.067, 413.068, and 413.069, F.S.
relating to pernmits for soliciting funds to

benefit the blind; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (f) through (k) of subsection
(2) of section 11.45, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
par agraphs (g) through (1), respectively, and a new paragraph
(f) is added to that subsection to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports;
rules. --

(2) DUTIES. --The Auditor General shall

(f) Annually conduct audits of the accounts and

records of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.

The Auditor General shall performhis or her duties

i ndependently but under the general policies established by

the Legislative Auditing Comrittee. This subsection does not

limt the Auditor Ceneral's discretionary authority to conduct
4
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1| other audits or engagenents of governnental entities as

2| authorized in subsection (3).

3 Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
4| 1001.20, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 1001. 20 Departnent under direction of state board.--
6 (4) The Department of Education shall establish the

7| following offices within the Ofice of the Conmm ssioner of

8| Education which shall coordinate their activities with al

9| other divisions and offices:

10 (e) Ofice of Inspector General.--0Organized using

11| existing resources and funds and responsible for pronoting

12| accountability, efficiency, and effectiveness and detecting
13| fraud and abuse within school districts, the Florida Schoo

14| for the Deaf and the Blind, community colleges, and state

15| universities in Florida. If the Conmi ssioner of Education

16| determines that a district school board, the Board of Trustees
17| for the Florida School for the Deaf the Blind, or a public

18| postsecondary educational institution board is unwilling or
19| unabl e to address substanti ated all egati ons nade by any person
20| relating to waste, fraud, or financial m smanagenent, the

21| office shall conduct, coordinate, or request investigations
22| into substantiated all egati ons made by any person relating to
23| waste, fraud, or financial m smanagenment within schoo

24| districts, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,

25| comunity coll eges, and state universities in Florida. The

26| office shall have access to all information and personne

27| necessary to performits duties and shall have all of its

28| current powers, duties, and responsibilities authorized in s.
29| 20. 055.

30 Section 3. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section
31| 1002.36, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

5
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1002.36 Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.--
(1) RESPONSIBILITIES.--The Florida School for the Deaf
and the Blind_ located in St. Johns County, is a

stat e-supported residential public school for hearing-inpaired
and visually inmpaired students in preschool through 12th
grade. The school is a conponent of the delivery of public
education within Florida's K-20 education system part—ef—the
state—systemof—publec—edueation and shall be funded through

t he Departnent of Education. The school shall provide

educational prograns and support services appropriate to neet
the education and rel ated eval uati on and counsel i ng needs of
hearing-inpaired and visually inpaired students in the state

who neet enrollnment criteria. Unless otherw se provided by

law, the school shall conply with all laws and rules

applicable to state agencies. Education services may be

provi ded on an outreach basis for sensory-inpaired children
ages 0 through 5 years and their parents. Graduates of the
Fl ori da School for the Deaf and the Blind shall be eligible
for the WlliamL. Boyd, |V, Florida Resident Access Grant
Program as provided in s. 1009. 89.

(3) AUDITS.--The Auditor General shall conduct annua

audits of adweit+ the accounts and records of the Florida Schoo

for the Deaf and the Blind as—provided—in—chapter—31. The

Departnent _of FEducation's |Inspector General is authorized to

conduct investigations at the school as provided in s.
1001. 20(4) (e).

(4) BOARD OF TRUSTEES. - -

(a) There is hereby created a Board of Trustees for

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind which shal

consi st of seven menbers. Of these seven nenbers, one
appoi ntee shall be a blind person and one appoi ntee shall be a
6
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deaf person. Each nenber shall have been a resident of the
state for a period of at least 10 years. Their terms of office
shall be 4 years. The appoi ntnent of the trustees shall be by
the Governor with the confirmation of the Senate. The Governor
may remove any nenber for cause and shall fill all vacancies
that occur.

(b) The board of trustees shall elect a chair
annual ly. The trustees shall be reinmbursed for travel expenses
as provided in s. 112.061, the accounts of which shall be paid
by the Chief Financial Oficer upon item zed vouchers duly
approved by the chair.

(c) The board of trustees has authority to adopt rules
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenment provisions
of law relating to operation of the Florida School for the
Deaf and the Blind. Such rules shall be submitted to the State

Board of Education for approval or disapproval. After a rule

is approved H—ary—ruteis—not—disapprovedbythe State Roard
of—FEdueation—within—60—days—efits—reeeipt by the State Board

of Education, the rule shall be filed i mediately with the

Department of State. The board of trustees shall act at al
times in conjunction with the rules of the State Board of
Educati on.

(d) The board of trustees is a body corporate and

shal |l have a corporate seal. Unless otherw se provided by |aw

all actions of the board of trustees shall be consistent with

all laws and rules applicable to state agencies. Title to any

gi ft, donation, or bequest received by the board of trustees

pursuant to subparagraph (e)11l. subseetienr—<{5) shall vest in
the board of trustees. Title to all other property and other

assets of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind shal
vest in the State Board of Education, but the board of

7
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trustees shall have conplete jurisdiction over the managenent
of the school . anrd

(e) The board of trustees is invested with full power

and authority to.

1. Appoint a president, faculty, teachers, and other
enpl oyees and renove the sanme as in its judgnment nay be best
and fix their conpensation_—te

2. Procure professional services, such as nedical
nental health, architectural, and engi neering. —anrd—tegal
servieces—+e

3. Procure legal services without the prior witten

approval of the Attorney General

4. Determine eligibility of students and procedure for
adnm ssi on,_—+e6

5. Provide for the students of the school necessary
beddi ng, clothing, food, and nmedical attendance and such ot her
things as may be proper for the health and confort of the
students without cost to their parents, except that the board
of trustees may set tuition and other fees for nonresidents,+
to

6. Provide for the proper keeping of accounts and
records and for budgeting of funds, —te
Enter into contracts.,—+—+e
Sue and be sued. —+te
Secure public liability insurance, +—and+teo

o I° P F

10. Do and performevery other matter or thing

requi site to the proper managenent, nmaintenance, support, and
control of the school at the highest efficiency econonmically

possi bl e, the board of trustees taking into consideration the

pur poses of the establishment.

8
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11. eyt~ Fheboardof trusteesis—autherizedto
Recei ve gifts, donations, and bequests of nobney or property,
real or personal, tangible or intangible, fromany person,
firm corporation, or other legal entity. However, the board
of trustees may not obligate the state to any expenditure or
policy that is not specifically authorized by |aw

2—- |f the bill of sale, will, trust indenture, deed,
or other |egal conveyance specifies terns and conditions
concerning the use of such noney or property, the board of
trustees shall observe such terns and conditions.

12. 3— TFhe beardeoftrustees—ray Deposit outside the
State Treasury such nobneys as are received as gifts,
donations, or bequests and may di sburse and expend such
noneys, upon its own warrant, for the use and benefit of the
Fl orida School for the Deaf and the Blind and its students, as
the board of trustees deens to be in the best interest of the
school and its students. Such noney or property shall not
constitute or be considered a part of any legislative
appropriation, and such noney shall not be used to conpensate
any person for engaging in |obbying activities before the
House of Representatives or Senate or any conm ttee thereof.

13. 4~ TFhe beardeoftrustees—ray Sell or convey by bil
of sale, deed, or other legal instrunent any property, real or
personal, received as a gift, donation, or bequest, upon such
terms and conditions as the board of trustees deenms to be in
the best interest of the school and its students.

14. 5~ TFhe beardeoftrustees—ray | nvest such noneys in
securities enunerated under s. 215.47(1), (2)(d), (3)., (4),
and (9) s—2454+%, and in The Common Fund, an |nvestnent

Management Fund exclusively for nonprofit educationa
institutions.
9
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1 (f) The board of trustees shall

2 1. Prepare and subnit |egislative budget requests for
3| operations and fixed capital outlay—retudingFixed—<capittal
4| eutlay—+requests, in accordance with chapter 216 and ss. s—

5| 1011.56 and 1013.60, to the Department of Education for review
6| and approval. The departnent nust analyze the anpunt requested
7| for fixed capital outlay to deternmine if the request is

8| consistent with the school's canpus master plan, educationa

9| plant survey, and facilities master plan

10 2. Approve and adm nister an annual operating budget
11| in accordance with ss. 1011.56 and 1011. 57.

12 3. Require all funds received other than gifts,

13| donations, bequests, funds raised by or belonging to student
14| clubs or student organizations, and funds held for specific
15| students or in accounts for individual students to be

16| deposited in the State Treasury and expended as authorized in
17| the General Appropriations Act.

18 4. Require all purchases to be in accordance with the
19| provisions of chapter 287.

20 5.2~ Adninister and nmaintain personnel prograns for
21| all enployees of the board of trustees and the Florida Schoo
22| for the Deaf and the Blind who shall be state enpl oyees,

23| including the personnel classification and pay plan

24| established in accordance with ss. 110.205(2)(d) and

25| 216.251(2)(a)2. for academ ¢ and acadeni c administrative

26| personnel, the provisions of chapter 110, and the provisions
27| of law that grant authority to the Departnent of Managenent
28| Services over such progranms for state enpl oyees.

29 6. Gve preference in appointment and retention in

30| positions of enploynment as provided within s. 295.07(1).

31
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7. Ensure that the Florida School for the Deaf and the

Blind conplies with s. 1013.351 concerning the coordination of

pl anni ng between the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind

and | ocal governi ng bodies.

8. Ensure that the Florida School for the Deaf and the

Blind conplies with s. 112.061 concerning per diem and trave

expenses of public officers, enployees, and authorized

persons.
9.3~ Adopt a master plan which specifies the m ssion

and objectives of the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind. The plan shall include, but not be limted to,
procedures for systematically neasuring the school's progress
toward nmeeting its objectives, analyzing changes in the
student popul ation, and nodi fyi ng school prograns and services
to respond to such changes. The plan shall be for a period of
5 years and shall be reviewed for needed nodifications every 2
years. The board of trustees shall submit the initial plan and
subsequent nodifications to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President of the Senate.

4—Seek—the—adviece—-ofthe bBvisienof PubliecScheols
wH-thin—the DPepartrent—of FEducation—

10. {g Fhe Boardof TFrusteesforthe FHorida—School
for—thePeaf—andthe BHnrd—loecatedi+nr—St—Johns—County—shal
Desi gnate a portion of the school as "The Verle Allyn Pope
Conmpl ex for the Deaf," in tribute to the |ate Senator Verle
Al lyn Pope.

Section 4. Section 1011.55, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1011.55 Procedure for |egislative budget requests for

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.--

11
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(1) The legislative budget request of the Florida
School for the Deaf and the Blind shall be prepared using the
same format, procedures, and tinelines required for the
submi ssion of the |egislative budget of the Departnent of

Education. The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind shal

submt its |legislative budget request to the Departnent of

Education for review and approval. Subsequent to the

Department of Education's approval, the Conm ssioner of

Education shall include the Florida School for the Deaf and
the Blind in the departnment's |egislative budget request to
the State Board of Education, the Governor, and the
Legi sl ature. The | egislative budget request and the
appropriation for the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind shall be a separate identifiable sumin the public
school s budget entity of the Departnent of Education. The
annual appropriation for the school shall be distributed
monthly in paynents as nearly equal as possible.
Appropriations for textbooks, instructional technol ogy, and
school buses nmay be rel eased and distributed as necessary to
serve the instructional programfor the students.

(2) The school shall submt its fixed capital outlay

request to the Departnent of Education for review and approva

in accordance with s. 1002.36(4)(f)1. Subsequent to the

departnent's approval, the school's request shall be included

within the departnent's public education capital outlay

| eqgi sl ative budget request FH-xed—capital—outlayneeds—of—the
. w . I .
. . . I : : :
Edueation
Section 5. Section 1013.351, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
12
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1013.351 Coordination of planning between the Florida

School for the Deaf and the Blind and | ocal governing

bodi es. - -

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Board of Trustees" neans the Board of Trustees of

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.

(b) "local governnent" neans the nmunicipality or

county in which the school is |ocated.

(c) "School" neans the Florida School for the Deaf and

the Blind.

(2) 1t is the policy of this state to require the

board of trustees to coordinate planning for new facilities

with |ocal governnents to ensure that plans for site

acqui sition, construction, and opening of new facilities of

the school are facilitated, concurrent with other necessary

services. The planning shall include the integration of the

educational plant survey for the school and applicable

policies and procedures of the board of trustees with the

| ocal conprehensive plan and | and devel opment requl ati ons of

the | ocal governnents. The planning nust consider the effect

of the location of new facilities to be |ocated on property

acquired on or after January 1, 1998, including the efficient

use of local infrastructure, the proximty of the proposed new

facilities to the school's existing canpus, and the effect and

i npact _of any property proposed to be acquired by the schoo

after the effective date of this act. In addition, all parties

to the planning process nust consult with state and | ocal road

departnments to assist in inplenenting the Safe Paths to

School s Program adm ni stered by the Departnent of

Transportation.

13
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(3) The board of trustees and the nunicipality in

which the school is located may enter into an interloca

agreenent to establish the specific ways in which the plans

and processes of the board of trustees and the | oca

governnent _are to be coordinated. |If the school and | oca

governnent _enter into an interlocal agreenent, the agreenent

nust be submtted to the state | and pl anni ng agency and the

Ofice of Educational Facilities.

(4 At a mininmum an interlocal agreenent nust address

the follow ng issues:

(a) The process by which each | ocal government and the

board of trustees will agree and base their plans on

consistent projections of the growth and needs of the school's

student _enrol | nent.

(b) A process to coordinate and share information

relating to planned expansions of the school's facilities.

(c) Participation by affected | ocal governments when

the board of trustees is evaluating potential |and

acquisitions before the land acquisition occurs and when the

board of trustees proposes uses for property acquired by the

board of trustees on or after January 1, 1998. The | oca

governnents shall advise the board of trustees as to the

consistency of any future | and acquisitions and the uses

proposed by the school for | ands acquired on or after January

1, 1998, including appropriate circunstances and criteria

under _which the board of trustees nmay request an anendnent to

the conprehensive plan for the expansion of the school's

canpus or for school facilities to be |ocated on property

acquired by the board of trustees on or after January 1, 1998.

(d) A process for determning the need for and timng

of onsite and offsite inprovenents to support new facilities
14
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that are to be located on property acquired by the board of

trustees on or after January 1, 1998, except new facilities

for which a construction contract was entered on or before the

effective date of this act. The process shall address

identification of the party or parties responsible for the

i nprovenents.

(e) A process for the board of trustees to inform

| ocal governnents of the school's enroll ment denographics and

its capacity to nmeet it. The capacity reporting nust identify

how the board of trustees will neet the demands for enrol |l ment

at_the school, based on the educational plant survey required

by s. 1013. 31.

(f) A process for determ ning where and how j oi nt use

of the school or local governnent facilities can be shared for

nmut ual _benefit and efficiency.

(q) A procedure for resolving disputes between the

board of trustees and | ocal governnents, which may include the

di spute resol ution processes contained in chapters 164 and
186.

The board of trustees and the | ocal governnents nay choose not

to include a provision neeting the requirenents of paragraph

(e). However, this decision nmay be made only after a public

heari ng on the proposed decision, which may include the public

hearing at which the board of trustees or the |oca

governnents adopt the interlocal agreenents. An interloca

agreenent _entered into under this section nust be consistent

with the adopted conprehensive plan and | and devel opment

requl ati ons of the |ocal governnents.

(5)(a) The Ofice of Educational Facilities shal

subm t any comments or concerns regardi ng the executed
15
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interlocal agreements to the state | and pl anni ng agency no

later than 30 days after receipt of the executed interloca

agreenents. The state | and planni ng agency shall review the

executed interlocal agreenents to determ ne whether it is

consistent with the requirenents of subsection (4), the

adopted | ocal governnent conprehensive plans, and other

requi rements of law. Not |later than 60 days after receipt of

an_executed interlocal agreenent, the state | and pl anni ng

agency shall publish a notice of intent in the Florida

Admi ni strative Weekly. The notice of intent nust state that

the interlocal agreenent i s consistent or inconsistent with

the requirenents of subsection (4) and this subsection as

appropriate.

(b)1. The state | and planning agency's notice is

subject to challenge under chapter 120. However, an affected

person, as defined in s. 163.3184, has standing to initiate

the adm nistrative proceeding, and this proceeding is the sole

neans available to challenge the consistency of an interloca

agreenent with the criteria contained in subsection (4) and

this subsection. In order to have standing, a person nust have

subm tted oral or witten comments, recommendations, or

objections to the appropriate |ocal governnent or the board of

trustees before the adoption of the interlocal agreenent by

the board of trustees and | ocal governnent. The board of

trustees and the appropriate |ocal governnent are parties to

any such proceeding.

2. In the adm nistrative proceeding, if the state | and

pl anni ng agency finds the interlocal agreement to be

consistent with the criteria in subsection (4) and this

subsection, the interlocal agreenent nust be determ ned to be

16
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consistent with subsection (4) and this subsection if the

| ocal governnent and board of trustees is fairly debatable.

3. If the state land planning agency finds the

interlocal agreenent to be inconsistent with the requirenents

of subsection (4) and this subsection, the determ nation of

consi stency by the |ocal governnent and board of trustees

shall be sustained unless it is shown by a preponderance of

the evidence that the interlocal agreenent is inconsistent.

(c) 1f the state | and planning agency enters a fina

order that finds that the interlocal agreenent is inconsistent

with the requirenents of subsection (4) or this subsection,

the state |and planning agency shall identify the issues in

di spute and submit the matter to the Admi nistration Comm Ssion

for final action. The report to the Administration Conm SSion

nmust |ist each issue in dispute, describe the nature and basis

for each dispute, identify alternative resolutions of each

di spute, and nmake recommendations. After receiving the report

fromthe state land planning agency, the Adnministration

Commi ssion _shall take action to resolve the issues. In

deci ding upon _a proper resolution, the Adninistration

Commi ssion _shall consider the nature of the issues in dispute,

the conpliance of the parties with this section, the extent of

the conflict between the parties, the conparative hardships,

and the public interest involved. In resolving the matter, the

Admi nistration Conmi ssion nmay prescribe, by order, the

contents of the interlocal agreenent which shall be executed

by the board of trustees and the | ocal governnent.

(6) An interlocal agreenent nmay be anmended under

subsections (2)-(5):

(a) In conjunction with updates to the school's

educational plant survey prepared under s. 1013.31; or
17
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(b) 1If either party delays by nore than 12 nonths the

construction of a capital inprovenent identified in the

agr eenent .
(7) This section does not prohibit a |ocal governing

body and the board of trustees from agreeing and establishing

an_alternative process for review ng proposed expansions to

the school's canpus and offsite inpacts, under the interloca

agreenent _adopted in accordance with subsections (2)-(6).

(8) School facilities within the geographic area or

the canpus of the school as it existed on or before January 1,

1998, are consistent with the | ocal governnent's conprehensive

pl an devel oped under part ||l of chapter 163 and consi stent

with the plan's inplenenting | and devel opnent reqgul ati ons.

(9) To inprove coordination relative to potentia

educational facility sites, the board of trustees shal

provide witten notice to the |ocal governnents consistent

with the interlocal agreenents entered under subsections

(2)-(6) at |least 60 days before the board of trustees acquires

any additional property. The |ocal government shall notify the

board of trustees no later than 45 days after receipt of this

notice if the site proposed for acquisition is consistent with

the | and use categories and policies of the |ocal governnent's

conprehensive plan. This prelinmnary notice does not

constitute the |ocal governnent's determ nation of consistency

under subsection (10).

(10) As early in the design phase as feasible, but no

|later than 90 days before commencing construction, the board

of trustees shall request in witing a determ nation of

consistency with the |ocal governnent's conprehensive plan and

| ocal devel opnent requl ations for the proposed use of any

property acquired by the board of trustees on or after January
18
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1| 1, 1998. The |ocal governing body that regulates the use of

2| Land shall determine, in witing, no later than 45 days after
3| receiving the necessary information and a school board's

4| request for a determ nation, whether a proposed use of the

5| property is consistent with the |ocal conprehensive plan and
6| consistent with local |and devel opnent requlations. If the

7| lLocal governing body determnmines the proposed use is

8| consistent, construction may commence and additional |oca

9| governnent approvals are not required, except as provided in
10| this section. Failure of the |local governing body to make a
11| deternmination in witing within 90 days after receiving the
12| board of trustees' request for a deternination of consistency
13| shall be considered an approval of the board of trustee's

14| application. This subsection does not apply to facilities to
15| be located on the property if a contract for construction of
16| the facilities was entered on or before the effective date of
17| this act.

18 (11) Disputes that arise in the inplenentation of an
19| executed interlocal agreenent or in the determ nations

20| required pursuant to subsection (9) or subsection (10) nmust be
21| resolved in accordance with chapter 164.

22 Section 6. Section 1002.361, Florida Statutes, is

23| created to read:

24 1002.361 Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind
25| direct-support organization; authority.--

26 (1) The board of trustees of the Florida School for

27| the Deaf and the Blind may establish a direct-support

28| organi zation that is:

29 (a) A Florida corporation, not for profit,

30| incorporated under chapter 617 and approved by the Secretary
31| of State.

19
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(b) Organized and operated exclusively to receive,

hold, invest, and adm nister property and to nake expenditures

to or for the benefit of the Florida School for the Deaf and

the Blind or the board of trustees.

(c) An organization that the board of trustees, after

review, has certified to be operating in a manner consi stent

with the goals of the Florida School for the Deaf and the

Blind and the board of trustees and in the best interests of

the state. Unless so certified, the organi zation nay not use

the name of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.

(2) The direct-support organization shall operate

under written contract with the board of trustees. The

contract nust provide for:

(a) Approval of the articles of incorporation and

byl aws of the direct-support organization by the board of

trustees.

(b) Subnission of an _annual budget for the approval of

the board of trustees. The budget nust conply with rules

adopted by the board of trustees.

(c) Certification by the board of trustees that the

direct-support organization is conplying with the terns of the

contract and in a manner_consistent with the goals and

purposes of the board and in the best interest of the state.

The certification nust be nmade annually and reported in the

official mnutes of a neeting of the board of trustees.

(d) The reversion to the board of trustees, or to the

state if the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind or the

board of trustees cease to exist, of noneys and property held

in trust by the direct-support organi zation for the benefit of

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind or the board of

trustees, if the direct-support organization is no |onger
20
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approved to operate for the Florida School for the Deaf and

the Blind or board of trustees or if the Florida School for

the Deaf and the Blind or the board of trustees ceases to

exi st.

(e) The fiscal year of the direct-support

organi zati on, which nmust begin July 1 of each year and end

June 30 of the follow ng vear

(f) The disclosure of material provisions of the

contract and of the distinction between the board of trustees

and the direct-support organi zation to donors of gifts,

contributions, or bequests, and the disclosure on al

pronotional and fundraising publications.

(3) The direct-support organization shall provide for

an_annual financial audit in accordance with s. 215.981. The

board of trustees and Auditor General mmy require and receive

fromthe organization or its independent auditor any detail or

suppl enental data relative to the operation of the

organi zati on.

(4) The chair of the board of trustees and the chief

adnm nistrative enployee of the Florida School for the Deaf and

the Blind shall be directors of the direct-support

organi zation and shall jointly nane, at a mninmum_ three other

individuals to serve as directors of the organi zation

(5) The board of trustees may authorize the

direct-support organi zation established in this section to use

property of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind or

of the board of trustees, except noney, and use facilities and

personal services subject to this section. |f the

di rect-support organi zati on _does not provi de equal enpl oynent

opportunities to all persons regardl ess of race, color

religion, gender, age, or national origin, it may not use the
21
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property, facilities, or personal services of the Florida

School for the Deaf and the Blind or of the board of trustees.

For the purposes of this section, the term "personal services"

includes full-tinme personnel and part-tine personnel as wel

as payroll processing as prescribed by rule of the board of

trustees. The board of trustees shall adopt rules prescribing

the procedures by which the direct-support organization is

governed and any conditions with which a direct-support

organi zati on nust conply to use property, facilities, or

personal services of the Florida School for the Deaf and the

Blind or of the board of trustees.

Section 7. Section 413.011, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

413.011 Division of Blind Services, leqgislative
policy, intent; internal organizational structure and powers;
Rehabilitati on Aéwisery Council for the Blind.--

(1) Policy.--1t is the policy of the Legislature that

all progranms, projects, and activities of the division are to

be carried out in a manner consistent with the foll ow ng

principles:
(a) Respect for individual dignity, persona

responsibility, self-determ nation to live independently, and

pursuit of neaningful careers, based on inforned choice;

(b) Support for the involvenent of an individual's

representative if an individual requests, desires, or needs

such support;

(c) Respect for the individual's privacy and equa

access, including the use of information in accessible

formats:; and

(d) Integration and full participation of individuals

who are blind in society on equal ternms with others.
22
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(2) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to establish a

coordi nated program of services which will be available to

individuals throughout this state who are blind. The program

nust be designed to maxim ze enploynent opportunities for such

individuals and to increase their independence and

sel f-sufficiency.

(36 The internal organizational structure of the

Di vision of Blind Services shall be designed for the purpose
of ensuring the greatest possible efficiency and effectiveness
of services to the blind and to be consistent with chapter 20.
The Division of Blind Services shall plan, supervise, and
carry out the followi ng activities:

(a) Reconmend personnel as nay be necessary to carry
out the purposes of this section.

(b) Develop and i nplenent a state plan for vocationa

rehabilitation services for individuals who are blind,

pursuant to section 101 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as

anended.

(c) In conjunction with the Florida | ndependent Living

Council, develop and inplenment a 3-year state plan for

i ndependent |iving services and provide independent |iving

services for blind and visually inpaired individuals,

i ncludi ng _services for older individuals who are blind,

pursuant to Title VII, chapter 2 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, as anended.

(d) Provide services that contribute to the

mai_ nt enance of or the increased i ndependence of ol der

i ndividuals who _are blind.

(e) Establish, equip, and maintain an orientation and

adj ustment center or centers to provide independent |iving

skills training and other training such as, but not limted
23

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2918
302-2642-04

1| to, instruction in Braille; use of the |long white cane for

2| independent travel:; honmensking and hone- managenent skills: and
3| communication skills, including the use of conputer

4| technology, to prepare individuals who are blind or visually
5| inpaired for eventual vocational training, job placenent, and
6| independence.

7 (f) Establish and inplenment a small business

8| enterprises program and serve as the state |icensing agency

9| for individuals who are blind, pursuant to the federa

10| Randol ph- Sheppard Act.

11 (g) Purchase and distribute specialized equipnent,

12| devices, and technology, including |ow-vVision aids, obtained
13| directly fromspecialty vendors without using state

14| centralized purchasing procedures.

15 (h) In cooperation with the Library of Congress,

16| provide library services to persons who are blind and persons
17| who have other print-related disabilities.

18 (i) In cooperation with other appropriate agencies,

19| provide to enployers, the state educati on agency, and |oca
20| education agencies technical assistance in the provision of
21| auxiliary aids and services to people who are blind, students,
22| and their parents in conplying with the Anericans with
23| Disabilities Act and the Individuals with Disabilities
24| Education Act, as anended.
25 (j) Provide technical assistance to agencies within
26| the state in order to assure that information technol ogy
27| purchased or used by such agencies is accessible to and usable
28| by individuals who are blind, at the tine the technology is
29| purchased or used.
30 (k) Participate, through the designation of the
31| director or an appropriate staff nmenber of the division, on

24
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boards, conmi ssions, or bodies in this state for the purpose

of coordinating and pl anni ng services.

(1) Adopt rules for adnministering the prograns of the

di vi sion.

(m__ Apply for and receive nmoney fromany state or

federal agency to support the prograns of the division

(n) Devel op and adni ni ster _any other program that w ||

further the provision of services to people who are blind and

that the division determnes falls within its scope of

responsibility.

(0)ée> Inquire into the cause of blindness, inaugurate
preventive neasures, and provide for the exam nation and
treatment of the blind, or those threatened with blindness,
for the benefit of such persons, and shall pay therefor
i ncl udi ng necessary incidental expenses.

(p)ée Aid the blind in finding enploynment, teach them
trades and occupations within their capacities, assist themin
di sposi ng of products nmade by themin home industries, assist
themin obtaining funds for establishing enterprises where
federal funds reinburse the state, and do such things as will
contribute to the efficiency of self-support of the blind.

(g)€ey> Establish one or nore training schools and
wor kshops for the enploynment of suitable blind persons; nake

25
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expenditures of funds for such purposes; receive noneys from
sal es of commmodities involved in such activities and from such
funds make paynents of wages, repairs, insurance prem uns and
repl acenents of equipnent. Al of the activities provided for
in this section may be carried on in cooperation with private
wor kshops for the blind, except that all tools and equi pnent
furni shed by the division shall remain the property of the
state.

(r)€6H Provide special services and benefits for the
blind for developing their social |ife through community
activities and recreational facilities.

(s)€éegr Undertake such other activities as may
anmeliorate the condition of blind citizens of this state.

(1) Cooperate with other agencies, public or
private, especially the National Library Service for the
Piw-sten—ef—the Blind and Physically Handi capped of the

Li brary of Congress and the Division of Library and
Informati on Services of the Departnment of State, to provide
library service to persons with visual, physical, or reading
disabilities theblHndandother—handicapped—persens as

defined in federal |aw and regulations in carrying out any or

all of the provisions of this |aw.

(U Recommend contracts and agreements with
federal, state, county, municipal and private corporations,
and i ndi vi dual s.

(V)€ Receive nmoneys or properties by gift or bequest
fromany person, firm corporation, or organi zation for any of
the purposes herein set out, but wi thout authority to bind the
state to any expenditure or policy except such as may be
specifically authorized by law. All such noneys or properties
so received by gift or bequest as herein authorized my be

26
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di sbursed and expended by the division upon its own warrant
for any of the purposes herein set forth, and such noneys or
properties shall not constitute or be considered a part of any
| egi sl ative appropriation made by the state for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this |aw
(W) Prepare and nmeke available to the blind, in
braille and on el ectronic recordi ng equi prrent, Florida
Statutes chapters 20, 120, 121, and 413, in their entirety.
(X)) Adopt by rule.
1. Procedures for providing vocational rehabilitation
services for the blind__and-
2.t/ Adept—by—riHeforams—and Instructions to be used
by the division in its general adm nistration.
()62 As used in this section, the term
(a) "Act," unless the context indicates otherw se,

means the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U S.C. ss. 701-797.

(b) "Blind" or "blindness" neans the condition of any
person for whom blindness is a disability as defined by the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U. S.C. s. 706(8)(b).

(c) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education

(5) There is created within the Division of Blind

Services a children's programto serve children who are blind

from5 vears of age through transition to the Vocationa

Rehabilitation Program This program nust suppl enent services

already offered by the school systemto foster the child's

learning and ability to function independently. The child's

parents, gquardian, and family nenbers should be an integra

part of the programin order to foster independence.

(6) A state agency may use funds fromall possible

sources to make accommpdations for individuals who are blind.

27
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(7) The division shall require all enployees and

applicants for enploynent to undergo personnel screeni ng and

security background investigations as provided in chapter 435,

using the level two standards for screening set forth in that

chapter, as a condition of enploynent and conti nued

enploynent. All division enployees and applicants for

enpl oynent _nust neet level 2 screening standards as provided

ins. 435.04 prior to enploynent and as a condition of

conti nued enpl oynent.
(8)€3> There is hereby created in the departnent the
Rehabilitati on Aédwisery Council for the Blind,_ which is an

advi sory council as defined in s. 20.03, to assist the

division in the planning and devel opment of statew de
vocational rehabilitation progranms and services pursuant to

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as anended, to recomend

i mprovenents to such progranms and services, and to performthe
functions provided in this section.

(a) The advisory council shall be conposed of:

1. At least one representative of the |ndependent
Li ving Council, which representative may be the chair or other
desi gnee of the council

2. At least one representative of a parent training
and i nformati on center established pursuant to s. 631(c)(9) of
the Individuals with Disabilities Act, 20 U S.C. s.
1431(c) (9);

3. At least one representative of the client
assi stance program established under the act;

4. At |east one vocational rehabilitation counselor
who has know edge of and experience in vocationa

rehabilitation services for the blind, who shall serve as an

28
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ex officio nonvoting nmenber of the council if the counselor is
an enpl oyee of the departnent;

5. At least one representative of community
rehabilitation program service providers;

6. Four representatives of business, industry, and
| abor;

7. At least one representative of a disability
advocacy group representing individuals who are blind;

8. At |east one parent, famly nenber, guardian
advocate, or authorized representative of an individual who is
blind, has nultiple disabilities, and either has difficulties
representing hinself or herself or is unable, due to
disabilities, to represent hinself or herself;

9. Current or fornmer applicants for, or recipients of,
vocational rehabilitation services; and

10. The director of the division, who shall be an ex
of ficio menber of the council

(b) Menbers of the council shall be appointed by the
Governor, who shall select nmenbers after soliciting
reconmendati ons fromrepresentatives of organizations
representing a broad range of individuals who have
disabilities, and organi zations interested in those
i ndi vi dual s.

(c) A nmjority of council nmenbers shall be persons who

are
1. Blind; and
2. Not enployed by the division.
(d) The council shall select a chair fromanong its
menber shi p.

(e) Each nmenber of the council shall serve for a term
of not nore than 3 years, except that:
29
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1. A menber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of the termfor which a predecessor
was appoi nted shall be appointed for the remai nder of such
term and

2. The terns of service of the nenbers initially
appoi nted shall be, as specified by the Governor, for such
fewer nunber of years as will provide for the expiration of
terms on a staggered basis.

(f) A Ne nmenber of the council may not serve nore than
two consecutive full terms.

(g) Any vacancy occurring in the nenbership of the
council shall be filled in the same nmanner as the origina
appoi ntnent. A vacancy does not affect the power of the
remai ni ng menbers to execute the duties of the council

(h) In addition to the other functions specified in
this section, the council shall

1. Review, analyze, and advise the division regarding
the performance of the responsibilities of the division under
Title I of the act, particularly responsibilities relating to:

a. Eligibility, including order of selection;

b. The extent, scope, and effectiveness of services
provi ded; and

c. Functions perforned by state agencies that affect
or potentially affect the ability of individuals who are blind
to achieve rehabilitation goals and objectives under Title I.

2. Advise the departnent and the division, and, at the
di scretion of the departnent or division, assist in the
preparati on of applications, the state plan, the strategic
pl an, and anendnents to the plans, reports, needs assessnents,

and evaluations required by Title |

30
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1 3. To the extent feasible, conduct a review and
2| analysis of the effectiveness of, and consuner satisfaction
3| with:
4 a. The functions perforned by state agenci es and ot her
5| public and private entities responsible for perforning
6| functions for individuals who are blind.
7 b. Vocational rehabilitation services:
8 (I') Provided or paid for fromfunds rmade avail abl e
9| under the act or through other public or private sources.
10 (I'l)y Provided by state agencies and other public and
11| private entities responsible for providing vocationa
12| rehabilitation services to individuals who are blind.
13 4. Prepare and submit an annual report on the status
14| of vocational rehabilitation services for the blind in the
15| state to the Governor and the Conmi ssioner of the
16| Rehabilitative Services Administration, established under s.
17| 702 of the act, and make the report available to the public.
18 5. Coordinate with other councils within the state
19| including the | ndependent Living Council, the advisory pane
20| established under s. 613(a)(12) of the Individuals with
21| Disabilities Education Act, 20 U S.C. 1413(a)(12), the State
22| Pl anning Council described in s. 124 of the Devel opnenta
23| Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act, 42 U S.C s.
24| 6024, and the state nental health planning council established
25| under s. 1916(e) of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U S.C
26| 300X-4(e).
27 6. Advise the departnment and division and provide for
28| coordination and the establishnment of working relationships
29| anong the departnent, the division, the |Independent Living
30| Council, and centers for independent living in the state.
31
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7. Perform such other functions consistent with the
purposes of the act as the council deternmines to be
appropriate that are conparable to functions perforned by the
counci | .

(i)l. The council shall prepare, in conjunction with
the division, a plan for the provision of such resources,

i ncludi ng such staff and other personnel, as nmay be necessary
to carry out the functions of the council. The resource plan
shall, to the maxi num extent possible, rely on the use of
resources in existence during the period of inplenmentation of
t he pl an.

2. If there is a disagreenent between the council and
the division in regard to the resources necessary to carry out
the functions of the council as set forth in this section, the
di sagreenent shall be resolved by the Governor

3. The council shall, consistent with | aw, supervise
and eval uate such staff and other personnel as nay be
necessary to carry out its functions.

4. \Wile assisting the council in carrying out its
duties, staff and other personnel shall not be assigned duties
by the division or any other state agency or office that would
create a conflict of interest.

(j) A Ne council nenber may not shal+ cast a vote on
any matter that would provide direct financial benefit to the
menber or otherw se give the appearance of a conflict of
i nterest under state |aw.

(k) The council shall convene at |east four neetings
each year. These neetings shall occur in such places as the
council deens necessary to conduct council business. The
council may conduct such forums or hearings as the counci
consi ders appropriate. The neetings, hearings, and foruns
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shall be publicly announced. The neetings shall be open and
accessible to the public. The council shall meke a report of
each neeting which shall include a record of its discussions
and recommendations, all of which reports shall be nade
available to the public.

Section 8. Section 413.014, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

413.014 Comunity Cewrunrity—based rehabilitation
prograns.--The Division of Blind Services shall enter into

cooperative agreenments with conmunity eemmunity—based
rehabilitation prograns as defined by the Rehabilitati on Act

of 1973, as anended, to be the service providers for the blind

citizens of their communities. The division shall, as rapidly
as feasible, increase the amount of such services provided by
comuni ty eewrunity—based rehabilitation prograns. The goa
shall be to decrease the anmpunt of such services provided by
di vi si on enpl oyees and to increase to the maxi mum extent
al l oned by federal |aw the anpunt of such services provided
t hrough cooperative agreenments with comunity eewrrity—based
service providers. The division shall seek, to the maxi mum
extent allowed by federal and state | aw and regul ation, al
avail abl e federal funds for such purposes. Funds and in-kind
mat chi ng contri butions fromcomrunity and private sources
shall be used to maxim ze federal funds. Unless prohibited by
federal |law or regulation, the share of the federal vocationa
rehabilitation grant apportioned for services to the blind may
shal—be not be | ess than 17 percent.

Section 9. Section 413.041, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

413.041 Eligible blind persons; placenent in vending
facilities in public places.--For the purpose of assisting
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bl i nd persons to becone sel f-supporting, the Division of Blind
Services is hereby authorized to carry on activities to
promote the enploynment of eligible blind persons, including
the licensing and establishnent of such persons as operators
of vending facilities on public property. The sad division
may cooperate with any agency of the Federal Governnent in the
furtherance of the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled
"An Act to authorize the operation of stands in federa
bui | di ngs by blind persons, to enlarge the econonic
opportunities of the blind and for other purposes,” Pub. L
No. 732, 74th Congress, and the sabd division nmay cooperate in
the furtherance of the provisions of any other act of Congress
providing for the rehabilitation of the blind which is that
ey now be in effect or is mey hereafter be enacted by
Congr ess.

Section 10. Subsections (1), (2), (4), (7), and (9),
of section 413.051, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

413.051 Eligible blind persons; operation of vending
st ands. - -

(1) This section may be cited shalH—beknrownr as the
Littl e Randol ph Sheppard Act.

(2) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Blind licensee" neans any blind person trained
and licensed by the Division of Blind Services of the
Department of Education to operate a vendi ng stand.

(b) "Vending stand" neans any manual | y operated
cafeteria, snack bar, cart service, shelter, counter, or other
manual |y operated facility for the sale of newspapers,
periodi cal s, confections, tobacco products, foods, beverages,
or other such articles or services.

(c) "State agency" neans any agency of the state.

34

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CS for SB 2918
302-2642-04

1 (d) "State property" neans any building or |and owned,
2| leased, or otherwi se controlled by the state, but does not

3| include any building or |Iand under the control of the Board of
4| Regents, a conmunity college district board of trustees, or

5| any state correctional institution as defined in s. 944.02.

6 (e) "Property custodian" or "person in charge" neans
7| any enpl oyee, agent, or person who is in control of or

8| responsible for the nmmi ntenance, operation, and protection of
9| any state property.

10 (4) The Division of Blind Services shall conduct be
11| respoensiblefor a periodic survey of all state properties and,
12| where feasible, shall establish vending facilities to be

13| operated by blind |icensees.

14 (7) A Ne person or persons may not shat be offered or
15| granted any concession by any property custodi an or person in
16| charge to operate a vending stand on any state property

17| acquired after July 1, 1979, unless the division is notified
18| of that proposed concession.

19 (9) This section does not H—is—thetegistativeintent
20| that—this—seetion——shal—not—apphbyr—oer—operate—in—anRy—way—oe+r
21| any—mwanner—teo di vest any person or organi zation presently
22| operating a vending stand on state, county, or nunicipa
23| property fromcontinuing to do so; however, the property
24| custodian or person in charge shall notify the Division of
25| Blind Services at |east 180 days prior to the expiration
26| whet her the sueh vending facility location is suitable for
27| operation by a blind licensee.
28 Section 11. Section 413.091, Florida Statutes, is
29| anended to read:
30 413.091 Identification cards.--
31
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(1) The Division of Blind Services of the Departnent
of Education shall #s—hereby—erpowered—teo issue identification
cards to persons known to be blind or partially sighted, upon
the witten request of such individual

(2) The individual shall submit proof of blindness as
speci fied by the division.

(3) The division is wit—be responsible for design and
content of the identification card and shall devel op and adopt
premtgate rules, regulations, and procedures relating to the
eligibility and application for, and issuance and control of,
these identification cards.

Section 12. Section 413.095, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

413.095 Retention of title to and di sposal of property

and equi pnent. - -

(1) The Division of Blind Services retains title to

any real or personal property, such as tools, instrunents,

training supplies, equipnent, notor vehicles, real property,

or_other itens of value acquired by the division for use by

peopl e who have visual inpairnents or personnel enployed in

operating prograns of the division, and nmay repossess and

transfer such property for use by other people who have visua

i npai rments or personnel enployed in the operation of the

di vi sion.

(2) The Division of Blind Services nmay offer for sale

any surplus itenms acquired in the operation of the program

when they are no | onger necessary or nmay exchange them for

necessary itens that can be used to greater advantage. Wen

any such surplus equipnent is sold or exchanged, a receipt for

the sale or exchange which shows the consideration given for

the equi pnent nust be taken from the purchaser, and the
36
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consi deration nust be forwarded to the division to be included

in the division's portfolio of investnents pursuant to s.

413.0115.

Section 13. Blind services direct-support

organi zation. - -

(1) As used in this section, the term"direct-support

organi zation" nmeans a not-for-profit corporation incorporated

under chapter 617, Florida Statutes, and organi zed and

operated to conduct programs _and activities; initiate

devel opnental projects; raise funds; request and receive

grants, qgifts, and bequests of npneys: acquire, receive, hold,

invest, and administer, in its own nane, securities, funds,

obj ects of value, or other property, real or personal:; and

make expenditures to or for the direct or indirect benefit of

the state and for blind persons in this state.

(2)(a) The Division of Blind Services is authorized to

organi ze and incorporate a direct-support organi zation

pursuant to the requirenents of this section and chapter 617,

Florida Statutes, to acconplish the purposes and objectives

set forth in this section.

(b) The first board of seven nenbers of the

di rect-support organi zation shall be appointed by the

Governor. Two nenbers shall be appointed to serve 2-year

ternms, three nenbers shall be appointed to serve 3-year terns,

and two nenbers shall be appointed to serve 4-year terns.

Thereafter, the board shall be self-appointed according to the

est abl i shed by-1 aws.

(c) The director of the division or his or her

desi gnee shall serve as an ex officio nenber of the board of

the direct-support organi zation
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(d) The direct-support organization is subject to the

requirenents of Section 24 of Article | of the State

Constitution, chapter 119, Florida Statutes, and section

286.011, Florida Statutes.

(e) Upon the dissolution of the corporation, al

properties of the corporation revert to the division.

(f) The direct-support organi zation shall nmaintain

donations and direct service expenditures in a bank account

outside of the State Treasury.

(d)  Any administrative costs of running and pronoting

t he purposes of the corporation nust be paid by private funds.

(3) The purposes and objectives of the direct-support

organi zati on _nust be consistent with the priority issues and

objectives of the Departnent of Education and nust be in the

best interests of the state, though the Division of Blind

Services may permt, without charge, the appropriate use of

property and facilities of the state by the direct-support

organi zation subject to this section. Such use nust be

directly in keeping with the approved purposes of the

di rect-support organi zation

(4) Funds designated for the direct-support

organi zati on nust be used for the enhancenent of prograns and

projects of the Division of Blind Services. Al npneys

received by the direct-support organi zati on nust be deposited

into an account of the direct-support organi zation and nust be

used by the organization in a manner consistent with the

pur poses and goals of the direct-support organi zation

(5) The direct-support organization shall conply with

the audit requirenents of section 215.981, Florida Statutes.

(6) The director of the Division of Blind Services nmay

desi gnate enpl oyees of the division to solicit donations from
38
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1| public or private sources to fund the authorized purposes of

2| the direct-support organization

3 Section 14. Sections 413.061, 413.062, 413.063

4] 413.064, 413. 065, 413.066, 413.067, 413.068, and 413. 069,

5| Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

6 Section 15. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

71 Iaw.

8

9 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

10 Senate Bill 2918

11

12| The Conmittee Substitute restates that the Florida School for
the Deaf and Blind is a public school |ocated in St. Johns

13| County. The School nust continue to adhere to state purchasing
and travel statutes but has its investnent authority altered

14| to restrict the allocation of funds to only the npst secure
asset classes. A restatenent of existing |aw on the

15| eligibility of School staff for certain state retirenment
programs is renoved. The School is required to adhere to

16| revised canpus planning standards that require closer
coordination with its host community. Student activity or club

17| funds are excluded from funds that are appropriated and
required to be in the State Treasury. The School is also

18| authorized to create a direct-support organization that

10 operates under contract with its governing authority.
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