Florida Senate - 2004 SB 2936
By Senator Hil

1-1514- 04 See HB 1565

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; anending s.

3 97.055, F.S.; elimnating the book-closing

4 period for voter registration; providing

5 regi stration and changes in registration at the
6 polls on el ection day; anmending ss. 97.021

7 97.053, 97.071, 98.065, 98.081, 98.231

8 101. 045, and 101.663, F.S., to conform

9 repealing s. 97.0555, F.S., relating to late

10 registration, to conform anending s. 100.011
11 F.S.; delaying the closing of the polls;

12 anendi ng ss. 101.65, 101.67, 101.6923, and

13 101. 6925, F.S., to conform anending ss. 99.061
14 and 105.031, F.S.; providing for earlier

15 qual i fying for nomnation or election to public
16 of fice; anending ss. 99.095, 99.0955, and

17 99.096, F.S.; providing for earlier filing of
18 the oath to qualify by the alternative nethod;
19 anendi ng ss. 100.061 and 100.091, F.S.
20 providing for earlier primary el ections;
21 anending s. 106.07, F.S.; providing for
22 addi ti onal canpaign finance reporting peri ods;
23 renoving a reference to conformto changes made
24 by the act; anmending s. 101.048, F.S.
25 aut hori zing the voting of a provisional ball ot
26 at a precinct in the county other than that of
27 a voter's legal residence under certain
28 ci rcunstances; anending s. 101.151, F.S.
29 restricting the length of ballots; anending s.
30 101.5606, F.S.; requiring voting systens
31 approved for use in this state to provide each

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




da Senate - 2004 SB 2936
4-04 See HB 1565

1 voter casting a ballot with a paper receipt

2 that indi cates each vote cast on the ballot;

3 providing for phase-in of such requirenent over
4 3 years and requiring the state to fully fund

5 the cost; anending s. 101.657, F.S.; revising

6 provisions relating to absentee voting to all ow
7 for weekend voting; requiring the supervisor of
8 el ections to provide additional |ocations for

9 absentee voting; authorizing the use of nobile
10 voting units for absentee voting; providing

11 limtations; anending s. 110.117, F.S.; naking
12 Ceneral Election Day a paid holiday observed by
13 all state branches and agencies; reenacting s.
14 683.01(1)(r), F.S., relating to the designation
15 of General Election Day as a | egal holiday;

16 anending s. 106. 161, F.S.; requiring broadcast
17 television and radio stations to provide

18 certain free air tine to candidates for public
19 office; creating a task force to rebut false or
20 i naccurate statenents in political canpaigns
21 anending s. 106.08, F.S.; prohibiting politica
22 committees from naking contributions to
23 candi dates for election to or retention in
24 office; providing alimt to contributions to
25 state and county executive commttees of
26 political parties; renoving provisions relating
27 to nonallocable itens for purposes of limts on
28 contributions frompolitical party committees
29 and a related reporting requirenent; providing
30 penal ties; anending s. 106.021, F.S.
31 prohi biting an individual from being appointed
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1 and serving as canpaign treasurer for a

2 candi date and a political comrittee or any

3 conbi nati on of candi dates and politica

4 commi ttees; renoving expenditure authorization

5 for certain joint endorsenents; anending s.

6 106.03, F.S.; requiring a political comittee

7 to report information relating to any candi date

8 or political party the committee opposes;

9 anending s. 106.087, F.S.; renoving expenditure
10 aut hori zation for certain joint endorsenents;
11 renoving references to conmmttees of continuous
12 exi stence; repealing s. 106.04, F.S., relating
13 to organization, certification, and duties of
14 comm ttees of continuous existence; anending
15 ss. 98.095, 98.0979, 101.62, 102.031, 106.07,
16 106. 12, 106.147, 106.148, 106.23, 106. 265,

17 106. 27, 106.29, 106.33, 111.075, 112.3148,

18 112. 3149, 1004.28, 1004.70, and 1004.71, F.S.
19 renoving or correcting references, to conform
20 anending s. 106.011, F.S.; revising and

21 renoving definitions, to conform expanding the
22 definition of "political advertisenment";

23 anending s. 106.082, F.S.; revising provisions
24 relating to canpaign financing restrictions on
25 candi daci es for Conmi ssioner of Agriculture;

26 renoving references to conmmttees of continuous
27 exi stence; repealing s. 106.32(3), F.S.

28 relating to deposit of certain obsolete

29 assessnents, to conform providing an effective
30 dat e.

31
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 97.055, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

97.055 Registration period open books; registration at
pol | s when—ectosed—+for—an—eltection. --

(1) The registration books shall remain open for

pur poses of registration and changes in registration as
authorized in this code and may not wust be cl osed en—the—29th
day before any each—eteetion—andrust—remain—ctosed—untit
after—that el ection. Any person who is eligible under s.
97.041 may register to vote or update a voter registration at

any tinme and in any nanner authorized in this code, including

on the day of an el ecti on. H—an—eteeti-on+is—catHetd—and—there

stbseguent—etections—However, party changes received between
t he boek—ctosing date of the first primary election and the

date of the second primary election are not effective unti
after the second prinary el ection
(2) Any person eligible under s. 97.041 who wishes to

register to vote or update a voter registration on the day of

an election may do so at the polls, while the polls are open

by conpleting a voter registration application to provide the

required informati on. However, if the person has previously

attenpted to register either by mail or through the division

a driver license office, a voter registration agency, or an

arnmed forces recruitnent office and that registrati on has not

been received by the supervisor in tine to include the
4
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1| person's nane on the registration books or precinct register
2| for that election, the person shall, prior to conpleting the
3| voter registration application at the polls, informthe

4 | supervisor, deputy supervisor, or other authorized

5] registration official of the prior attenpt to register. Any

6 | such prior registration or update of such a registration

7 | received by the supervisor after the el ection shall be

8 | consi dered obvi ated or superseded by the registration or

9| update of a registration at the polls on the day of that

10 | el ecti on. tHa——ecoenrputing—the—29—dayper+od—For—the—ctosingof

11 | the—registrationbooks—the—day—of—the—etection+is—exectuded
12 | ant—aH—other—days—are—inctuded—H—the29th—daypreceding—an
13 | eteetion—faH-s—on—a Sunday—or—ategat—hoti-day,—the

14 | registration—books—rust—be—closed—on—thenext—daythat—+s—not
15 | a—Sunday—er—a—tegat—hotiday—

16 Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 97.021, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:

18 97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
19 | except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

20 | term

21 (9) "Election costs" shall include, but not be linted
22| to, expenditures for all paper supplies such as envel opes,

23| instructions to voters, affidavits, reports, ballot cards,

24 | bal l ot booklets for absentee voters, postage, and notices to
25 | voters; advertisenents for registration—book—cltosings— testing
26 | of voting equi pnent, sanple ballots, and polling places; forns
27 | used to qualify candidates; polling site rental and equi prment
28 | delivery and pickup; data processing tine and suppli es;

29 | el ection records retention; and | abor costs, including those
30 | costs uniquely associated with absentee ball ot preparation

31| poll workers, and el ection night canvass.
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Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 97.053, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.053 Acceptance of voter registration
applications. --

(4) The registration date for a valid initial voter
regi stration application that has been nmail ed and bears a
clear postmark is the date of the postmark. If an initial
voter registration application that has been nmil ed does not

© 00 N o O W DN PP

bear a postmark or if the postmark is unclear, the

=
o

registration date is the date the registration is received by
any supervisor or the division—unrtess—it—+srecetved—wthin——>5

[N
[N

Y
w N

15 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 97.071, Florida
16 | Statutes, is anended to read:

17 97.071 Registration identification card.--

18 (3) In the case of a change of nane, address, or party
19 | affiliation, the supervisor nmust issue the voter a new

20 | registration identification card. However, a registration

21 | identification card indicating a party affiliation change nade
22 | between the beek-etosing date of fer the first primary

23 | election and the date of the second prinmary el ection may not
24 | be issued until after the second primary el ection

25 Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 98.065, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:

27 98.065 Registration |list nmaintenance prograns. --

28 (5) The supervisor nust designate as inactive al

29 | voters who have been sent an address confirmation final notice
30 | and who have not returned the postage prepaid preaddressed

31| return formw thin 30 days. A voter on the inactive |ist nust

6
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1| be allowed to vote and to change the voter's nane or address
2| of legal residence at the polls purstant—to—s—161+045. Nanes
3]l on the inactive list nay not be used to cal cul ate the nunber
4 | of signatures needed on any petition or the quantity of voting
5| equi pnent needed.

6 Section 6. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 98.081
7| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

8 98.081 Nanmes renoved fromregi stration books;

9| restrictions on reregistering; recordkeeping; restoration of
10| erroneously or illegally renoved nanes. --

11 (1) Any person who requested that his or her nane be
12 | renoved fromthe registrati on books between the book—ectosing
13 | date of the first primary and the date of the second prinary
14 | may not register in a different political party until after
15| the date of the second primary el ection

16 (3) When the nane of any el ector has been erroneously
17 ) or illegally renmoved fromthe registration books, the nane of
18 | the elector shall be restored by the supervisor upon

19 | satisfactory proof —eventhotugh—the—regstration—pertod—+for
20 | that—eleeti-on—is—ctosed.

21 Section 7. Section 98.231, Florida Statutes, is

22 | anended to read:

23 98.231 Supervisor of elections to furnish Departnent
24 | of State nunber of registered el ectors.--The supervisor of

25| each county, not |ess than wthin 15 days after—the—ctosingof
26 | registrati+on—books prior to the election, shall, for the

27 | county and for each | egislative and congressional district in
28 | whi ch such county or any portion thereof is |ocated, advise
29 | the Departnent of State of the total nunber of registered

30| el ectors of each political party in which any el ector has

31
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regi stered and the nunber of electors registered as
i ndependents or without party affiliation

Section 8. Section 101.045, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 045 Electors nust be registered in precinct;
provi sions for residence or nanme change. --

(1) No person shall be pernitted to vote in any
el ection precinct or district other than the one in which the
person has his or her |egal residence and in which the person
is registered. However, a person tenporarily residing outside
the county shall be registered in the precinct in which the
mai n of fice of the supervisor, as designated by the
supervisor, is |located when the person has no pernanent
address in the county and it is the person's intention to
remain a resident of Florida and of the county in which he or
she is registered to vote. Such persons who are registered in
the precinct in which the main office of the supervisor, as
desi gnated by the supervisor, is |ocated and who are residing
outside the county with no pernmanent address in the county
shall not be registered electors of a nmunicipality and
therefore shall not be pernitted to vote in any rmrunicipa
el ection.

(2)(a) An elector who noves fromthe precinct within
the county in which the elector is registered may be permtted
to vote in the precinct to which he or she has noved his or

her |egal residence or;—provided—stuch—elector—conpletes—an
e . . I ol he—foltow F

I I g . I
Yoter

8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




W W NNNNMNNNNMNNNRRRRRRR PR B R
P O © 0 ~N O U0 BN WNIEREPRO O ®ONO®D O M WN R O

© 00 N o O W DN P

d

o
'
o

Senate - 2004 SB 2936
4 See HB 1565

changeth——

tb) an el ector whose nane changes because of narriage
or other legal process may be pernitted to vote, provided such

el ector conpl et es an—affHrmat+-or—+n—substantat-y—the
foHowng—form
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ta)—or—paragraph—{b)—an—etector—ray——conptete a voter

registration application that indicates the change of namre—ot
change—of address of |egal residence or change of nane.
(b) ey A request for an absentee ballot pursuant to s.
101. 62 which indicates that the el ector has had a change of
10
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1| address of |egal residence fromthat in the supervisor's

2| records shall be sufficient as the notice to the supervisor of
3 | change of address of |egal residence required by this section
4 | Upon recei pt of such request for an absentee ballot from an

5| el ector who has changed his or her address of |egal residence,
6 | the supervisor shall provide the elector with the proper

7| ballot for the precinct in which the elector then has his or
8 | her | egal residence.

9 (3) When an elector's nane does not appear on the

10 | regi stration books or precinct register of the election

11 | precinct in which the elector clains to be +s registered, the
12 | el ector nmay have his or her nane restored by conpleting a

13 | voter registration application to provide the required

14 | information indicating eligibility under s. 97.041 +f—the

15 | supervisor—+s—otherwse—satitsfHed—that—the—etector—i+s—vatidby
16 | registered,—that—the—elector-s—nanre—hasbeen—erroneousty

17 | eni-tted—fromthebooks,—andthat—the—eltector—i+s—entitiedto
18 | have—hts—er—her—rname—restored. The supervi sor —F—he—or—she—+s
19 | sati+stt+ed—as—to—the—elector—sprevious—t+egstration-shal

20 | then all ow such person to vote and shall thereafter issue a
21 | duplicate registration identification card.

22 Section 9. Section 101.663, Florida Statutes, is

23 | anended to read:

24 101. 663 Electors; change of residence. --

25 (1) An elector who changes his or her residence to

26 | another county in Florida fromthe county in Florida in which
27 | he or she is registered as an elector nmust register in the

28 | county of his or her new residence prior to being allowed to
29 | vote in any election and may not vote, either in person or hy
30 | absentee ballot, in the county of his or her forner residence
31 | after—thebooks—+nthe—county—to—whichthe—etector—has—changed

11
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5 | efHHeces—and—statewde—+ssues—Such—person—shatt—not—be

5 . I . I e 4y Lo s

7 | residence—after—the—generat—eltection.

8 (2) An elector registered in this state who noves his
9| or her permanent residence to another state and who is

10 | prohibited by the laws of that state fromvoting for the

11 | of fices of President and Vice President of the United States
12 | my shatt be permitted to vote absentee in the county of his
13 | or her forner residence for those offices.

14 Section 10. Section 97.0555, Florida Statutes, is

15 | repeal ed

16 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 100.011, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:

18 100. 011 Opening and closing of polls, all elections;
19 | expenses. - -

20 (1) The polls shall be open at the voting places at 7
21| #9066 a.myon the day of the electionyand shall be kept open
22 | until 9 #6066 p.m;of the same day, and the tinme shall be

23 | regulated by the customary tine in standard use in the county
24 | seat of the locality. The inspectors shall nake public

25 | proclamation of the opening and closing of the polls. During
26 | the el ection and canvass of the votes, the ball ot box shal

27 | not be conceal ed.

28 Section 12. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, is

29 | anended to read:

30

31
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101.65 Instructions to absent el ectors.--The
supervi sor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate
printed instructions in substantially the followi ng form

READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.

1. VERY | MPORTANT. |In order to ensure that your
absentee ballot will be counted, it should be conpleted and
returned as soon as possible so that it can reach the
supervi sor of elections of the county in which your precinct
is located no later than 9 7 p.m on the day of the election

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
ball ot. You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to
do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or wite.

3. Mark only the nunber of candi dates or issue choices
for a race as indicated on the ballot. If you are allowed to
"Vote for One" candidate and you vote for nore than one
candi date, your vote in that race will not be counted.

4. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
envel ope.

5. Insert the secrecy envel ope into the encl osed
mai | i ng envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor

6. Seal the mailing envel ope and conpletely fill out
the Voter's Certificate on the back of the nmmiling envel ope.

7. VERY | MPORTANT. I n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, you nust sign your nane on the |ine above
(Voter's Signature).

8. VERY | MPORTANT. If you are an overseas voter, you
nmust include the date you signed the Voter's Certificate on
the line above (Date) or your ballot nmay not be counted.

13
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9. VERY | MPORTANT. I n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, it mnust include the signature and address of a
Wi tness 18 years of age or older affixed to the Voter's
Certificate. No candidate may serve as an attesting w tness.

10. Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpl eted
mai | i ng envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if
mai | ed.

11. FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida law to
accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your
vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to
vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
or under any ot her circunstances nmaki ng your ballot fal se or
fraudul ent .

Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 101.67, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 67 Saf ekeeping of mmiled ballots; deadline for
receiving absentee ballots. --

(2) Al marked absent electors' ballots to be counted
nmust be received by the supervisor by 9 # p.m the day of the
election. Al ballots received thereafter shall be marked with
the tinme and date of receipt and filed in the supervisor's
of fice.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 101. 6923,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 6923 Speci al absentee ballot instructions for
certain first-tine voters.--

(2) A voter covered by this section shall be provided
with the following printed instructions with his or her
absent ee ball ot:

14
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READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE
MARKI NG YOUR BALLOT. FAI LURE TO FOLLOW THESE
I NSTRUCTI ONS MAY CAUSE YOUR BALLOT NOT TO
COUNT.

1. In order to ensure that your absentee ballot wll
be counted, it should be conpleted and returned as soon as
possible so that it can reach the supervisor of elections of
the county in which your precinct is |located no |ater than 9 #
p.m on the date of the election

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
ball ot. You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to
do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or wite.

3. Mark only the nunber of candi dates or issue choices
for a race as indicated on the ballot. If you are allowed to
"Vote for One" candidate and you vote for nore than one, your
vote in that race will not be counted.

4. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
envel ope and seal the envel ope.

5. Insert the secrecy envel ope into the encl osed
envel ope bearing the Voter's Certificate. Seal the envel ope
and conpletely fill out the Voter's Certificate on the back of
t he envel ope.

a. You nust sign your nane on the |ine above (Voter's
Si ghature).

b. You nust have your signature w tnessed. Have the
W tness sign above (Signature of Wtness) and include his or
her address. No candidate may serve as an attesting w tness.

15
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c. |If you are an overseas voter, you rust include the

date you signed the Voter's Certificate on the |ine above
(Date) or your ballot may not be counted.

6. Unless you neet one of the exenptions in Item?7.
you nust nmake a copy of one of the follow ng forns of
identification:

a. ldentification which nust include your nane and
phot ograph: current and valid Florida driver's license;
Florida identification card issued by the Departnent of
H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles; United States passport;
enpl oyee badge or identification; buyer's club identification
card; debit or credit card; mlitary identification; student
identification; retirenent center identification; neighborhood
association identification; entertai nnent identification; or
public assistance identification; or

b. ldentification which shows your nanme and current
residence address: current utility bill, bank statenent,
governnent check, paycheck, or governnment document (excl uding
voter identification card).

7. The identification requirenents of Item 6. do not
apply if you neet one of the follow ng requirenents:

a. You are 65 years of age or ol der

b. You have a tenporary or pernanent physica
disability.

c. You are a menber of a unifornmed service on active
duty who, by reason of such active duty, will be absent from
the county on el ection day.

d. You are a nenber of the Merchant Marine who, by
reason of service in the Merchant Marine, will be absent from
the county on el ection day.

16
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1 e. You are the spouse or dependent of a nenber

2| referred to in paragraph c. or paragraph d. who, by reason of
3| the active duty or service of the nenber, will be absent from
4] the county on el ection day.

5 f. You are currently residing outside the United

6| States.

7 8. Place the envel ope bearing the Voter's Certificate
8| into the mailing envel ope addressed to the supervisor. |nsert
9| a copy of your identification in the mailing envel ope. DO NOT
10 | PUT YOUR | DENTI FI CATI ON | NSI DE THE SECRECY ENVELOPE W TH THE
11 | BALLOT OR I NSI DE THE ENVELOPE WHI CH BEARS THE VOTER S

12 | CERTI FI CATE OR YOUR BALLOT W LL NOT COUNT.

13 9. Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpl eted

14 | mailing envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if

15 | mai | ed.

16 10. FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida law to
17 | accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your

18 | vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to
19| vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
20 | or under any ot her circunstances naki ng your ballot fal se or
21 | fraudul ent.

22 Section 15. Subsection (3) of section 101.6925

23| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

24 101. 6925 Canvassi ng speci al absentee ballots. --

25 (3) If the identification is not enclosed in the

26 | mai li ng envel ope and the voter has not indicated that he or
27 | she is exenpt fromthe identification requirenents, the

28 | supervi sor shall check the voter registration records to

29 | determine if the voter's identification was previously

30| received or the voter had previously notified the supervisor
31| that he or she was exenpt. The envelope with the Voter's

17
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Certificate shall not be opened unless the identification has
been received or the voter has indicated that he or she is
exenpt. The ballot shall be treated as a provisional ball ot
until 9 # p.m on election day and shall not be canvassed

unl ess the supervisor has received the required identification
or witten indication of exemption by 9 # p.m on el ection
day.

Section 16. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 99. 061,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

99.061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election
to federal, state, county, or district office.--

(1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nonination
or election to a federal, state, or nmulticounty district
of fice, other than election to a judicial office as defined in
chapter 105 or the office of school board nmenber, shall file
his or her qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying
fee, which shall consist of the filing fee and el ection
assessnent, and party assessnent, if any has been levied, to,
the Departnent of State, or qualify by the alternative nethod
with the Departnent of State, at any tinme after noon of the
1st day for qualifying, which shall be as follows: the 120th
day prior to the first primary, but not later than noon of the
116th day prior to the date of the first primary, for persons
seeking to qualify for nomination or election to federa
office; and noon of the 64th 56tH day prior to the first
primary, but not |ater than noon of the 60th 46th day prior to
the date of the first primary, for persons seeking to qualify
for nomination or election to a state or multicounty district
of fice.

18
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(2) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nonination
or election to a county office, or district or special
district office not covered by subsection (1), shall file his
or her qualification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee,
whi ch shall consist of the filing fee and el ection assessnent,
and party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the
supervi sor of elections of the county, or shall qualify by the
alternative nethod with the supervisor of elections, at any
time after noon of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be
the 64th 56th day prior to the first primary or special
district election, but not |ater than noon of the 60th 46th
day prior to the date of the first primary or special district
el ection. However—If a special district election is held at
the sane tine as the second primary or general election
qual i fying shall be the 50th day prior to the first prinary,
but not later than noon of the 46th day prior to the date of
the first primary. Wthin 30 days after the closing of
qgualifying time, the supervisor of elections shall remt to
the secretary of the state executive committee of the
political party to which the candi date bel ongs the anpunt of
the filing fee, two-thirds of which shall be used to pronote
t he candi dacy of candidates for county offices and the
candi dacy of menbers of the Legislature.

Section 17. Subsection (1) of section 99.095, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--

(1) A person seeking to qualify for nonmination to any
office may qualify to have his or her nanme placed on the
ballot for the first primary el ection by neans of the
petitioning process prescribed in this section. A person

19
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gqualifying by this alternative nethod shall not be required to
pay the qualifying fee or party assessnent required by this
chapter. A person using this petitioning process shall file an
oath with the officer before whomthe candi date would qualify
for the office stating that he or she intends to qualify by
this alternative nethod for the office sought. If the person
is running for an office which will be grouped on the ball ot
with two or nore sinmilar offices to be filled at the sane

el ection, the candidate nust indicate in his or her oath for
which group or district office he or she is running. The oath
shall be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in Novenber Jantary of the year i mediately
preceding the year in which the first primary is held, but

prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of the
qgqual i fying period for the office sought. The Departnent of
State shall prescribe the formto be used in adninistering and
filing such oath. No signatures shall be obtained by a

candi date on any nominating petition until the candi date has
filed the oath required in this section. If the person is
running for an office which will be grouped on the ballot with
two or nore sinmilar offices to be filled at the sanme el ection
and the petition does not indicate the group or district
office for which the person is running, the signatures
obt ai ned on such petition will not be counted.

Section 18. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
99. 0955, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

99. 0955 Candidates with no party affiliation; nane on
general election ballot.--

(3)(a) A candidate with no party affiliation may, in
lieu of paying the qualifying fee, qualify for office by the
alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate

20
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using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the

of ficer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office
stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative
nethod. If the person is running for an office that requires a
group or district designation, the candidate nust indicate the
designation in his or her oath. The oath shall be filed at any
time after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
Novenber January of the year i mmediately preceding the year in

which the election is held, but before the 21st day preceding
the first day of the qualifying period for the office sought.
The Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm nistering and filing the oath. Signatures may not be
obtai ned by a candidate on any petition until the candi date
has filed the oath required in this subsection. Upon receipt
of the witten oath froma candi date, the qualifying officer
shal | provide the candidate with petition forns in sufficient
nunbers to facilitate the gathering of signatures. |If the
candidate is running for an office that requires a group or
di strict designation, the petition nust indicate that
desi gnation or the signatures obtained on the petition wll
not be count ed.

Section 19. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
99.096, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

99.096 M nor party candi dates; nanmes on ballot.--

(3)(a) A nmnor party candidate may, in lieu of paying
the qualifying fee and party assessnent, qualify for office by
the alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A
candi date using this petitioning process shall file an oath
with the officer before whomthe candi date would qualify for
the office stating that he or she intends to qualify by this
alternative nethod. If the person is running for an office

21
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1| that requires a group or district designation, the candidate

2| must indicate the designation in his or her oath. The oath

3| must be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after the

4| first Monday in Novenber Jantary of the year inmediately

5| preceding the year in which the election is held, but before

6 | the 21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying period
7| for the office sought. The Departnent of State shall prescribe
8| the formto be used in adm nistering and filing the oath.

9| Signatures may not be obtained by a candidate on any petition
10| until the candidate has filed the oath required in this

11 | section. Upon receipt of the witten oath froma candi date,

12 | the qualifying officer shall provide the candidate with

13 | petition forns in sufficient nunbers to facilitate the

14 | gathering of signatures. If the candidate is running for an

15 ) office that requires a group or district designation, the

16 | petition nust indicate that designation or the signatures on
17 | such petition will not be counted.

18 Section 20. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:
20 100.061 First primary election.--1n each year in which
21| a general election is held, a first primary election for
22 | nomination of candidates of political parties shall be held on
23 | the Tuesday 15 9 weeks prior to the general election. Each
24 | candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast in each
25| contest in the first primary election shall be declared
26 | nom nated for such office. A second prinary el ection shall be
27 | held as provided by s. 100.091 in every contest in which a
28 | candi date does not receive a mpjority.
29 Section 21. Subsection (1) of section 100.091, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:
31 100. 091 Second primary el ection. --

22
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1 (1) In each year in which a general election is held,
2| a second primary election for nom nation of candi dates of

3| political parties where nominations were not nade in the first
4 | primary el ection shall be held on the Tuesday 8 5 weeks prior
5] to the general election

6 Section 22. Subsection (1) of section 105.031, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 105.031 <Qualification; filing fee; candidate's oath;
9]itenms required to be filed.--

10 (1) TIME OF QUALI FYING --Except for candidates for

11| judicial office, nonpartisan candidates for multicounty office
12 | shall qualify with the Division of Elections of the Departnent
13 | of State and nonparti san candi dates for countyw de or |ess

14 | than countyw de office shall qualify with the supervisor of

15| el ections. Candidates for judicial office other than the

16 | office of county court judge shall qualify with the Division
17 | of Elections of the Departnment of State, and candi dates for

18 | the office of county court judge shall qualify with the

19 | supervisor of elections of the county. Candidates for judicial
20| office shall qualify no earlier than noon of the 120th day,

21| and no later than noon of the 116th day, before the first

22 | primary el ection. Candidates for the office of school board
23 | menber shall qualify no earlier than noon of the 64th 56th

24 | day, and no later than noon of the 60th 46th day, before the
25| first primary election. Filing shall be on fornms provided for
26 | that purpose by the Division of Elections and furnished by the
27 | appropriate qualifying officer. Any person seeking to qualify
28 | by the alternative nethod, as set forth in s. 105.035, if the
29 | person has subnitted the necessary petitions by the required
30| deadline and is notified after the fifth day prior to the | ast
31| day for qualifying that the required nunber of signatures has
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1| been obtained, shall be entitled to subscribe to the

2| candidate's oath and file the qualifying papers at any tine

3| within 5 days fromthe date he or she is notified that the

4 | necessary nunber of signatures has been obtai ned. Any person
5] other than a wite-in candidate who qualifies within the tine
6| prescribed in this subsection shall be entitled to have his or
7 | her nane printed on the ballot.

8 Section 23. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1)
9| of section 106.07, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

10 106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--

11 (1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date
12 | or political commttee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file

13 | regul ar reports of all contributions received, and al

14 | expendi tures nmade, by or on behalf of such candi date or

15| political committee. Reports shall be filed on the 10th day
16 | followi ng the end of each cal endar quarter fromthe tine the
17 | canpaign treasurer is appointed, except that, if the 10th day
18 | following the end of a cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday,
19 | Sunday, or legal holiday, the report shall be filed on the

20 | next followi ng day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or |ega
21| holiday. Quarterly reports shall include all contributions

22 | recei ved and expenditures nmade during the cal endar quarter

23 | whi ch have not ot herw se been reported pursuant to this

24 | secti on.

25 (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), follow ng the
26 | last day of qualifying for office, the reports shall be filed
27 | on the 46th, 32nd, 18th, and 4th days i mmedi ately preceding

28 | the first primary and on the 32nd, 18t h, and 4th days

29 | i mredi ately precedi ng the second prinmary and general el ectiony
30| for a candidate who is opposed in seeking nom nation or

31
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1| election to any office;sor for a political commttee;—er—for—a
2 | eomittee—of—continuous—existence.

3 (b) Following the | ast day of qualifying for office,
4 | any statew de candi date who has requested to receive

5] contributions fromthe El ecti on Canpai gn Fi nanci ng Trust Fund
6| or any statewide candidate in a race with a candi date who has
7 | requested to receive contributions fromthe trust fund shal

8| file reports on the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, and 32nd, 39th, and
9| 46th days prior to the first primary and general elections,
10| and on the 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th, 32nd, and 39t h days

11| prior to the second prinary.

12 Section 24. Subsections (1) and (2) of section

13| 101.048, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

14 101.048 Provisional ballots.--

15 (1) At all elections, a voter claining to be properly
16 | registered in the county and eligible to vote at—the—preecinet
171 in the election, but whose eligibility cannot be deternined,
18 | and other persons specified in the code shall be entitled to
19 | vote a provisional ballot in the county in which the voter
20| clains to be registered, notwithstanding s. 101.045 or any
21 | other provision of lawto the contrary. Once voted, the
22 | provisional ballot shall be placed in a secrecy envel ope and
23 | thereafter sealed in a provisional ballot envel ope. The
24 | provisional ballot shall be deposited in a ballot box. A
25| provisional ballots shall remain sealed in their envel opes for
26 | return to the supervisor of elections. The departnent shal
27 | prescribe the formof the provisional ballot envel ope.
28 (2)(a) The county canvassi ng board shall exam ne each
29 | provi sional ballot envelope to determine if the person voting
30| that ballot was entitled to vote at—theprecihet—where—the
31
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1| persern—~cast—a—vote in the election and that the person had not
2| already cast a ballot in the election

3 (b)1. If it is deternmined that the person was

4 | registered and entitled to vote at—theprecihect—where—the

5 | person——cast—a—vote in the el ection, the canvassi ng board shal
6 | conpare the signature on the provisional ballot envel ope with
7| the signature on the voter's registration and, if it natches,
8 | shall count the ballot. The provisional ballot of a voter who
9]is otherwise entitled to vote shall not be rejected because
10| the voter did not cast his or her ballot in the precinct of

11 ) his or her legal residence. However, if the voter voted a

12 | ballot to which he or she was not entitled, the canvassing

13 | board shall duplicate the ballot for the races for which the
14 | voter was entitled to vote in the precinct of the voter's

15| Il egal residence and count the races for which the voter was
16 | entitled to vote.

17 2. If it is deternmined that the person voting the

18 | provisional ballot was not registered or entitled to vote at
19 | the—preetnet—where—the—person—ecast—a—voete in the election, the
20 | provisional ballot shall not be counted and the ball ot shal

21 | remain in the envel ope containing the Provisional Ball ot

22| Voter's Certificate and Affirmati on and the envel ope shall be
23 | marked "Rejected as Illegal."

24 Section 25. Subsection (8) of section 101.151, Florida
25| Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (9), and a new

26 | subsection (8) is added to that section to read:

27 101. 151 Specifications for ballots.--

28 (8) A ballot may not exceed seven standard |l etter size
29 | pages in length or the equival ent. The departnent shal

30 | provide by rule what constitutes the equival ent ballot |ength
31| for voting systens that use a ballot card or paper ballot of a

26
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different size and for electronic or el ectromechanical voting

systens that do not use a ballot card or paper ball ot.

Section 26. Subsection (16) is added to section
101. 5606, Florida Statutes, to read

101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
el ectronic or el ectronechani cal voting systemshall be
approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so
constructed that:

(16) It provides each voter casting a ballot with a

paper recei pt that indicates each vote cast on the ballot.

Section 27. The inplenentation of the anendnment of

section 101.5606, Florida Statutes, by this act requiring a

paper recei pt for each voted ballot shall be phased in over a

3-year period, as determined by the Division of Elections of

the Departnent of State, and the cost of such inplenentation

shall be fully funded by the state by appropriation to the

division in the General Appropriations Act each fiscal year of

t he phase-in peri od.
Section 28. Subsection (2) of section 101.657, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 657 Voting absentee ballots in person.--

(2)(a) As an alternative to the provisions of ss.
101. 64 and 101. 65, the supervisor of elections may allow an
el ector to cast an absentee ballot in the main or branch
of fice of the supervisor by depositing the voted ballot in a
voting device used by the supervisor to collect or tabulate
ballots. The results or tabulation nay not be nade before the
cl ose of the polls on election day.

(b) Three weeks prior to each primary and genera

el ection, the supervisor of elections shall allow voting by

absentee ballot in the main office and each branch of fi ce each
27
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day of the week, including Saturday and Sunday, for a period

of not less than 8 hours, beginning no later than 9 a.m To

the extent practicable, the supervisor shall also provide for

voting by absentee ballot during this period in other

| ocations |ocated equally throughout the county. Such

| ocations nmay include libraries, schools, and other facilities

used as polling places on el ection day.

(c) The supervisor may authorize the use of nohile

units for purposes of voting an absentee ball ot under this

section, provided the |ocations at which such units are set up

do not include any location regularly used by and associ at ed

with a political party or partisan political organization.

(d)ta)r The el ector nust provide identification as
required in subsection (1) and nust conplete an In-Ofice
Voter Certificate in substantially the follow ng form

I N- OFFI CE VOTER CERTI FI CATE

I, _, ama qualified elector in this election and
registered voter of = County, Florida. | do solemly swear
or affirmthat | amthe person so listed on the voter
registration rolls of = County and that | reside at the
|isted address. | understand that if | conmit or attenpt to
commt fraud in connection with voting, vote a fraudul ent

ball ot, or vote nore than once in an election | could be
convicted of a felony of the third degree and both fined up to
$5, 000 and inprisoned for up to 5 years. | understand that ny
failure to sign this certificate and have ny signature

Wi tnessed invalidates ny ball ot.

28
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(Voter's Signature)

(Addr ess)

(Cityl/ State)

(Narre of W tness)

(Signature of Wtness)

(Type of identification provided)

(e)tb)y Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to
cast an absentee ballot under the provisions of s. 101.111
Any chal | enged ball ot nust be placed in a regul ar absentee
bal | ot envel ope. The canvassi ng board shall review the ball ot
and decide the validity of the ballot by majority vote.

(f) ey The canvass of returns for ballots cast under
this subsection shall be substantially the sane as votes cast
by electors in precincts, as provided in s. 101.5614.

Section 29. Subsection (1) of section 110.117, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

110. 117 Paid hol i days. --

(1) The follow ng holidays shall be paid holidays
observed by all state branches and agenci es:

(a) New Year's Day.

(b) Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., third Monday
i n January.

(c) Menorial Day.

(d) I ndependence Day.

(e) Labor Day.

29
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(f) GCeneral Election Day.

(9) tH)> Veterans' Day, Novenber 11
(h) tg) Thanksgi vi ng Day.

(i) th)y Friday after Thanksgi ving.
(j) ) Christmas Day.

) |If any of these holidays falls on Saturday, the preceding

Friday shall be observed as a holiday. |f any of these
holidays falls on Sunday, the follow ng Monday shall be
observed as a holiday.

Section 30. Paragraph (r) of subsection (1) of section
683.01, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read

683.01 Legal holidays.--

(1) The legal holidays, which are also public
hol i days, are the foll ow ng

(r) GCeneral Election Day.

Section 31. Section 106.161, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

106.161 Air tinme available at the | owest unit
rate.--To the extent permitted by federal |aw, all broadcast
radio and tel evision stations and all cable tel evision
stations shall make air time available to candi dates for
public office at the lowest unit rate. To the extent pernitted

by federal law, all broadcast radio and tel evision stations

nust offer 2.5 minutes of free air tine prior to each el ection

to each candidate for public office appearing on the ball ot

for that election within the area the station covers.

Section 32. There is created a task force to rebut

fal se or inaccurate statements in political canpaigns. Each

maj or political party regul ated under chapter 103, Florida

Statutes, and each minor political party, as defined in s.
30
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1| 97.021(14), Florida Statutes, nay sel ect one nenber to serve
2] on the task force. Any rebuttal issued by the task force shal
3| be considered a public service announcenent and not a

4| political advertisenent and is not subject to reporting as a
5] contribution or expenditure under chapter 106, Florida

6| Statutes. The cost of disseminating the rebuttal shall be

7 | borne equally by the political parties appointing nenbers to
8| the task force

9 Section 33. Section 106.08, Florida Statutes, is

10 | anended to read:

11 106.08 Contributions; limtations on.--

12 (1) (a) Execept—For—pobtiecat—partiesNo persony

13 | potiticat——conmmttee,—or—comittee—of—continuous—exi-stence nay,
14 ) in any el ection, nmake contributions in excess of $500 to any
15| candidate for election to or retention in office or to any

16 | political committee supporting or opposing one or nore

17 | candi dates. However, a political comittee may not nmake a

18 | contribution to any candidate for election to or retention in
19 | office. Candidates for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
20 | Governor on the sane ticket are considered a single candidate
21| for the purpose of this section.

22 (b)1. The contribution limts provided in this

23 | subsection do not apply to contributions nade by a state or
24 | county executive committee of a political party regul ated by
25| chapter 103 or to anpunts contributed by a candidate to his or
26 | her own canpai gn

27 2. Notwithstanding the |linmts provided in this

28 | subsection, an unenanci pated child under the age of 18 years
29 | of age may not nmmke a contribution in excess of $100 to any
30 | candidate or to any political comrittee supporting one or nore
31 | candi dat es.

31
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(c) The contribution limts of this subsection apply
to each el ection. For purposes of this subsection, the first
primary, second primary, and general election are separate
el ections so long as the candidate is not an unopposed
candi date as defined in s. 106.011(14) 5. However, for the
purpose of contribution limts with respect to candi dates for
retention as a justice or judge, there is only one election
which is the general election. Wth respect to candidates in a
circuit holding an election for circuit judge or in a county
hol di ng an el ection for county court judge, there are only two
el ections, which are the first primary el ection and genera
el ection.

(2) A person may not nmake contributions to the state

and county executive committees of a political party,

i ncludi ng any subordinate comrittee of a state or county

executive conmittee of a political party, which contributions,

including in-kind contributions, in the aggregate in any

cal endar year exceed $5, 000.
(3) 2=y A candidate may not accept contributions
fromnational, state, including any subordinate comrittee of a

national, state, or county conmittee of a political party, and
county executive comittees of a political party, which
contributions in the aggregate exceed $50, 000, no nore than
$25, 000 of which may be accepted prior to the 28-day period

i medi ately preceding the date of the general election

32
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(4)3r(a) Any contribution received by a candi date
Wi th opposition in an election or by the canpaign treasurer or

a deputy canpaign treasurer of such a candi date on the day of
that election or less than 5 days prior to the day of that

el ection nust be returned by himor her to the person e+
eormttee—contributing it and may not be used or expended by
or on behal f of the candi date.

(b) Except as otherwi se provided in paragraph (c), any
contribution received by a candidate or by the canpaign
treasurer or a deputy canpaign treasurer of a candidate after
the date at which the candidate withdraws his or her
candi dacy, or after the date the candi date is defeated,
becones unopposed, or is elected to office nust be returned to
t he person er—eommittee contributing it and may not be used or
expended by or on behal f of the candi date.

(c) Wth respect to any canpaign for an office in
whi ch an i ndependent or minor party candidate has filed as
required in s. 99.0955 or s. 99.096, but whose qualification
is pending a determ nation by the Departnent of State or
supervi sor of elections as to whether or not the required
nunber of petition signatures was obtai ned:

1. The departnent or supervisor shall, no later than 3
days after that determi nation has been nade, notify in witing
all other candidates for that office of that determ nation

2. Any contribution received by a candidate or the
canpai gn treasurer or deputy canpaign treasurer of a candi date
after the candi date has been notified in witing by the
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departnent or supervisor that he or she has becone unopposed
as a result of an independent or minor party candidate failing
to obtain the required nunber of petition signatures shall be
returned to the person—poH-tical—ecomittee—or—commttee—of
continuous—existenee contributing it and shall not be used or
expended by or on behal f of the candi date.

(5) 4y Any contribution received by the chair,
canpai gn treasurer, or deputy canpaign treasurer of a
political conmittee supporting or opposing a candidate with
opposition in an election or supporting or opposing an issue
on the ballot in an election on the day of that election or
| ess than 5 days prior to the day of that election may not be
obligated or expended by the commttee until after the date of
the el ection.

(6)t5)y(a) A person nay not nake any contribution
through or in the nane of another, directly or indirectly, in
any el ection.

(b) Candidates, political committees, and politica
parties nay not solicit contributions fromany religious,
charitable, civic, or other causes or organi zations
established primarily for the public good.

(c) Candidates, political committees, and politica
parties nay not nmake contributions, in exchange for politica
support, to any religious, charitable, civic, or other cause
or organi zation established primarily for the public good. It
is not a violation of this paragraph for

1. A candidate, political committee, or politica
party executive conmttee to nake gifts of noney in |ieu of
flowers in nenory of a deceased person;

2. A candidate to continue nenbership in, or nake
regul ar donations from personal or business funds to,
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religious, political party, civic, or charitable groups of
whi ch the candidate is a nmenber or to which the candi date has
been a regular donor for nore than 6 nonths; or
3. A candidate to purchase, with canpaign funds,

tickets, admission to events, or advertisenents from
religious, civic, political party, or charitable groups.

(7)t6) A political party may not accept any
contribution which has been specifically designated for the
partial or exclusive use of a particular candidate. Any
contribution so designated nust be returned to the contributor
and may not be used or expended by or on behal f of the
candi dat e.

(8)tAH(a) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes
no nore than one contribution in violation of subsection (1),
subsection (2), or subsection(6){5)y, or any person who

knowingly and willfully fails or refuses to return any
contribution as required in subsection(4){3), conmts a
m sdermeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083. If any corporation, partnership, or
ot her business entity or any political party orypolitica
comm t t ee;—or——comttee—-of continbyous—existenee i s convi ct ed
of knowingly and willfully violating any provision punishable
under this paragraph, it shall be fined not |less than $1, 000
and not nore than $10,000. If it is a donestic entity, it may
be ordered dissolved by a court of conpetent jurisdiction; if
it is a foreign or nonresident business entity, its right to
do business in this state may be forfeited. Any officer
partner, agent, attorney, or other representative of a
corporation, partnership, or other business entity or of a
political party or;political comm ttee;—or—conmttee—of
continuous—existence who aids, abets, advises, or participates
35
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in a violation of any provision punishable under this
paragraph conmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(b) Any person who knowingly and willfully makes two
or nore contributions in violation of subsection (1),
subsection (2),or subsection(6), or any conbi nation thereof,

5)commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as

provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. |f any
corporation, partnership, or other business entity or any
political party or;political comm ttee;,—er—conmttee—of
continuous—existence is convicted of knowingly and willfully
violating any provision punishabl e under this paragraph, it
shall be fined not |ess than $10, 000 and not nore than
$50,000. If it is a donestic entity, it may be ordered
di ssol ved by a court of conpetent jurisdiction; if it is a
foreign or nonresident business entity, its right to do
business in this state may be forfeited. Any officer, partner
agent, attorney, or other representative of a corporation
partnership, or other business entity;-or of a political
commi t t ee—commttee—of—continuous—exi-stenceor politica
party who aids, abets, advises, or participates in a violation
of any provision punishable under this paragraph conmmits a
felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(9) £8) Except when otherw se provided in subsection

(8) 7y, any person who knowi ngly and willfully violates any

provision of this section shall, in addition to any other
penalty prescribed by this chapter, pay to the state a sum
equal to twice the anobunt contributed in violation of this
chapter. Each canpaign treasurer shall pay all anounts
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contributed in violation of this section to the state for
deposit in the General Revenue Fund.

(10) £9) This section does not apply to the transfer of
funds between a prinmary canpai gn depository and a savi ngs
account or certificate of deposit or to any interest earned on
such account or certificate.

Section 34. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and
subsection (3) of section 106.021, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

106. 021 Canpaign treasurers; deputies; primry and
secondary depositories.--

(1)

(c) Any canpaign treasurer or deputy treasurer
appoi nted pursuant to this section shall be a registered voter
inthis state and shall, before such appoi ntnent may becone
ef fective, have accepted appointnent to such position in
witing and filed such acceptance with the officer before whom
the candidate is required to qualify or with the officer with
whomthe political conmittee is required to file reports. An
i ndi vi dual may not be appointed and serve as canpai gn
treasurer of a candidate and a political commttee or two or
nore candi dates and political comittees. A candi date nay
appoi nt herself or hinself as canpaign treasurer

(3) Except for independent expenditures, no
contribution or expenditure, including contributions or
expenditures of a candidate or of the candidate's fanily,
shall be directly or indirectly nmade or received in
furtherance of the candi dacy of any person for nom nation or
el ection to political office in the state or on behal f of any
political conmittee except through the duly appointed canpaign
treasurer of the candidate or political comrttee; however, a
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1| candidate or any other individual nay be reinbursed for

2 | expenses incurred for travel, food and beverage, office

3| supplies, and nenentos expressing gratitude to canpai gn

4 | supporters by a check drawn upon the canpai gn account and

5| reported pursuant to s. 106.07(4). tn—addition—expenditures
6 I ol o] it ead . it ead
7 - .

8

9

10

11

12

13 Section 35. Subsection (2) of section 106.03, Florida
14 | Statutes, is anended to read:

15 106. 03 Registration of political commttees.--

16 (2) The statenent of organization shall include:

17 (a) The nane and address of the conmittee;

18 (b) The nanes, addresses, and rel ationships of

19 | affiliated or connected organi zati ons;

20 (c) The area, scope, or jurisdiction of the commttee;
21 (d) The nane, address, and position of the custodian
22 | of books and accounts;

23 (e) The nane, address, and position of other principa
24 | officers, including officers and nenbers of the finance

25| committee, if any;

26 (f) The nane, address, office sought, and party

27 | affiliation of:

28 1. Each candidate whomthe committee is supporting or
29 | opposi ng;

30

31
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2. Any other individual, if any, whomthe conmittee is

supporting or opposing for nomination for election, or
el ection, to any public office whatever;

(g) Any issue or issues such organization is
supporting or opposing;

(h) If the conmittee is supporting or opposing the
entire ticket of any party, a statenment to that effect and the
nane of the party;

(i) A statenent of whether the committee is a
conti nui ng one;

(j) Plans for the disposition of residual funds which
will be made in the event of dissolution;

(k) Alisting of all banks, safe-deposit boxes, or
ot her depositories used for committee funds; and

(1) A statenent of the reports required to be filed by
the coomittee with federal officials, if any, and the nanes,
addr esses, and positions of such officials.

Section 36. Section 106.04, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 37. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
98.095, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

98.095 County registers open to inspection; copies.--

(2) The information provided by the supervisor
pursuant to this section shall be furnished only to:

(d) Registered political commttees—+egistered
conm-ttees—of—continuous—existence;-and political parties or
officials thereof, for political purposes only; and

Such information shall not be used for commercial purposes. No
person to whoma |list of registered voters is nade avail abl e
pursuant to this section, and no person who acquires such a
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list, shall use any information contained therein for purposes
which are not related to elections, political or governnental
activities, voter registration, or |aw enforcenent.

Section 38. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
98.0979, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

98.0979 Statew de voter registration database open to
i nspection; copies.--

(2) The information provided by the division or
supervi sor of elections pursuant to this section shall be
furni shed only to:

(d) Registered political comittees—eertified
conm-ttees—of—econtinuous—existence;-and political parties or
officials thereof, for political purposes only; and

Section 39. Subsection (3) of section 101.62, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 62 Request for absentee ballots.--

(3) For each request for an absentee ball ot received,

t he supervisor shall record the date the request was nade, the
date the absentee ballot was delivered or mail ed, the date the
bal |l ot was received by the supervisor, and such other
information he or she may deem necessary. This information
shal |l be confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s.
119.07(1) and shall be nade available to or reproduced only
for a canvassing board, an election official, a politica

party or official thereof, a candidate who has filed
gual i fication papers and is opposed in an upcom ng el ection
and registered political committees or—regstered—ecomittees
of—eontinuous—existence, for political purposes only.

Section 40. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
102. 031, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 102. 031 Maintenance of good order at polls;

2| authorities; persons allowed in polling roons; unlawf ul

3| solicitation of voters.--

4 (3)

5 (c) No person, political comittee, econmttee—of

6 | eontinuous—exi-stenece-or other group or organi zati on may

7] solicit voters within 50 feet of the entrance to any polling
8| place, or polling roomwhere the polling place is also a

9| polling room on the day of any el ection

10 1. Solicitation shall not be restricted if:

11 a. Conducted froma separately marked area within the
12 | 50-foot zone so as not to disturb, hinder, inpede, obstruct,
13| or interfere with voter access to the polling place or polling
14 | room entrance; and

15 b. The solicitation activities and subject matter are
16 | clearly and easily identifiable by the voters as an activity
17 1 in which they may voluntarily participate; or

18 c. Conducted on property within the 50-foot zone which
19 ] is a residence, established business, private property,

20 | sidewal k, park, or property traditionally utilized as a public
21| area for discussion.

22 2. Solicitation shall not be permtted within the

23| 50-foot zone on a public sidewal k or other sinilar neans of
24 | access to the polling roomif it is clearly identifiable to
25| the poll workers that the solicitation is inpeding,

26 | obstructing, or interfering with voter access to the polling
27 | roomor polling place.

28 Section 41. Section 106.011, Florida Statutes, is

29 | anended to read:

30

31
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1 106.011 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the

2| following terns have the foll owi ng meani ngs unl ess the cont ext
3| clearly indicates otherw se:

4 (1) (a) "Political committee" neans:

5 1. A conbination of two or nore individuals, or a

6 | person other than an individual, that, in an aggregate anopunt
7| in excess of $500 during a single cal endar year

8 a. Accepts contributions for the purpose of naking

9| contributions to any eandidate,political comm ttee—comrttee
10 | ef—eontinuvous—existence,or political party;

11 b. Accepts contributions for the purpose of expressly
12 | advocating the election or defeat of a candidate or the

13 | passage or defeat of an issue;

14 c. Makes expenditures that expressly advocate the

15 ] election or defeat of a candidate or the passage or defeat of
16 | an i ssue; or

17 d. Mdkes contributions to a common fund, other than a
18 | joint checking account between spouses, from which

19 | contributions are nade to any eantidatepolitical conmtteer
20 | eomittee—of—contindvous—existence,or political party.

21 2. The sponsor of a proposed constitutional anmendnent
22 | by initiative who intends to seek the signatures of registered
23 | el ectors.

24 (b) Notwi thstandi ng paragraph (a), the follow ng

25| entities are not considered political comrittees for purposes
26 | of this chapter

27 1. Oganrzations—which—are—certifiedbytheDbDepartrent
28 | of —State—as—comittees—of—continuous—exi-stencepursuant—to—-5-—
29 | 16604 -National political parties;yand the state and county

30 | executive conmittees of political parties regulated by chapter
31| 103.
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2. Corporations regulated by chapter 607 or chapter
617 or other business entities forned for purposes other than
to support or oppose issues or candidates, if their politica
activities are limted to contributions to eandidates
political partiesyor political conmittees or expenditures in
support of or opposition to an issue fromcorporate or
busi ness funds and if no contributions are received by such
corporations or business entities.

. Lt o I . o o4
(2)3) "Contribution" neans:

(a) A gift, subscription, conveyance, deposit, |oan,
payment, or distribution of noney or anything of val ue,
i ncluding contributions in kind having an attri butabl e
nmonetary value in any form made for the purpose of
i nfluencing the results of an election

(b) A transfer of funds between political conmittees—-
I . F . . ’ I
poH-tical——comittee—and—a—comi-ttee—of—econtinuous—existence.

(c) The paynent, by any person other than a candi date
or political comrttee, of conpensation for the persona
servi ces of another person which are rendered to a candi date
or political comrttee without charge to the candi date or
conmittee for such services.

(d) The transfer of funds by a canpaign treasurer or
deputy canpai gn treasurer between a prinary depository and a
separate interest-bearing account or certificate of deposit,
and the termincludes any interest earned on such account or
certificate.
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1| Notwi t hstandi ng the foregoing neanings of "contribution," the
2 | word shall not be construed to include services, including,

3] but not limted to, legal and accounting services, provided

4 | wi thout conpensation by individuals volunteering a portion or
5]all of their tine on behalf of a candidate or politica

6| conmittee. This definition shall not be construed to include
7| editorial endorsements.

8 (3) t4)» "Expenditure" neans a purchase, paynent,

9| distribution, |oan, advance, transfer of funds by a canpaign
10 | treasurer or deputy canpaign treasurer between a prinary

11 | depository and a separate interest-bearing account or

12 | certificate of deposit, or gift of nobney or anything of value
13 | made for the purpose of influencing the results of an

14 | el ection. However, "expenditure" does not include a purchase,
15 | paynent, distribution, |oan, advance, or gift of noney or

16 | anything of value nmade for the purpose of influencing the

17 | results of an el ection when made by an organi zation, in

18 | existence prior to the tine during which a candidate qualifies
19| or an issue is placed on the ballot for that election, for the
20 | purpose of printing or distributing such organization's

21 | newsletter, containing a statenent by such organization in

22 | support of or opposition to a candidate or issue, which

23 | newsletter is distributed only to nmenbers of such

24 | organi zati on.

25 (4) t5)y(a) "Independent expenditure" means an

26 | expenditure by a person for the purpose of advocating the

27 | el ection or defeat of a candidate or the approval or rejection
28 | of an issue, which expenditure is not controlled by,

29 | coordinated with, or nmade upon consultation with, any

30 | candidate, political commttee, or agent of such candi date or
31| coomittee. An expenditure for such purpose by a person having
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a contract with the candidate, political conmittee, or agent
of such candidate or committee in a given election period
shal | not be deened an i ndependent expenditure.

(b) An expenditure for the purpose of advocating the
el ection or defeat of a candidate which is nade by the
national, state, or county executive conmittee of a politica
party, including any subordinate conmittee of a national
state, or county committee of a political party, or by any
political conmittee or——commttee—of—conrtinuous—existence,or
afy ot her personyshall not be considered an i ndependent
expenditure if the conmittee or person

1. Communicates with the candi date, the candidate's
canpai gn, or an agent of the candi date acting on behalf of the
candi date, including any pollster, nedia consultant,
adverti si ng agency, vendor, advisor, or staff nenber,
concerning the preparation of, use of, or paynent for, the
speci fic expenditure or advertising canpaign at issue; or

2. Makes a payment in cooperation, consultation, or
concert with, at the request or suggestion of, or pursuant to
any general or particular understanding with the candi date,

t he candi date's canpaign, a political commttee supporting the
candi date, or an agent of the candidate relating to the
speci fic expenditure or advertising canpaign at issue; or

3. Makes a paynent for the dissenination
distribution, or republication, in whole or in part, of any
broadcast or any witten, graphic, or other form of canpaign
mat eri al prepared by the candidate, the candi date's canpaign
or an agent of the candidate, including any pollster, nedia
consul tant, advertising agency, vendor, advisor, or staff
menber; or
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1 4. Makes a paynent based on infornmation about the

2 | candidate's plans, projects, or needs conmmunicated to a nenber
3| of the committee or person by the candidate or an agent of the
4 | candi date, provided the cormmittee or person uses the
5information in any way, in whole or in part, either directly
6] or indirectly, to design, prepare, or pay for the specific

7 | expenditure or advertising canpaign at issue; or

8 5. After the last day of qualifying for statew de or

9| legislative office, consults about the candi date's plans,

10 | projects, or needs in connection with the candidate's pursuit
11 ) of election to office and the information is used in any way
12 | to plan, create, design, or prepare an i ndependent expenditure
13 | or advertising canpaign, wth:

14 a. Any officer, director, enployee, or agent of a

15| national, state, or county executive comrittee of a politica
16 | party that has nade or intends to nmake expenditures in

17 | connection with er—eent+ributiens—+o the candi date; or

18 b. Any person whose professional services have been
19 | retained by a national, state, or county executive comittee
20| of a political party that has nade or intends to nake

21 | expenditures in connection wth er—ecentributions—to the

22 | candi date; or

23 6. After the last day of qualifying for statew de or
24 | legislative office, retains the professional services of any
25 | person al so providing those services to the candidate in

26 | connection with the candidate's pursuit of election to office;
27 | or

28 7. Arranges, coordinates, or directs the expenditure,
29| in any way, with the candi date or an agent of the candi date.
30 (5)¢6) "Election" means any primary el ection, special

31| primary el ection, general election, special election, or
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nmuni ci pal election held in this state for the purpose of

nom nating or electing candidates to public office, choosing
del egates to the national nom nating conventions of politica
parties, or subnmitting an issue to the electors for their
approval or rejection.

(6) 7 "lssue" means any proposition which is required
by the State Constitution, by law or resolution of the
Legi sl ature, or by the charter, ordinance, or resol ution of
any political subdivision of this state to be subnitted to the
el ectors for their approval or rejection at an election, or
any proposition for which a petition is circulated in order to
have such proposition placed on the ballot at any el ection

(7) 8y "Person" neans an individual or a corporation
association, firm partnership, joint venture, joint stock
conpany, club, organization, estate, trust, business trust,
syndi cate, or other conbination of individuals having
coll ective capacity. The termincludes a political party or;
political conmittee—or—commttee—of—continuous—existence

(8) £9) "Canpaign treasurer” neans an individua
appoi nted by a candidate or political comrittee as provided in
this chapter.

(9)36) "Public office" nmeans any state, county,
nmuni ci pal, or school or other district office or position
which is filled by vote of the el ectors.

(10) (1) "Canpaign fund raiser” means any affair held
to raise funds to be used in a canpaign for public office.

(11) x2)y "Division" neans the Division of Elections of
t he Departnent of State.

(12) (13) "Communi cati ons nedi a" means broadcasting
stations, newspapers, nagazi nes, outdoor advertising
facilities, printers, direct mailing conpanies, advertising
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agenci es, and tel ephone conpanies; but with respect to
t el ephones, an expenditure shall be deened to be an
expenditure for the use of communications nmedia only if nade
for the costs of tel ephones, paid tel ephonists, or autonatic
t el ephone equi pnment to be used by a candidate or a politica
committee to comunicate with potential voters but excluding
any costs of telephones incurred by a volunteer for use of
t el ephones by such vol unt eer

(13) ¢34y "Filing officer"” neans the person before whom
a candidate qualifies orsthe agency or officer with whoma
political conmittee registers—or—the—agency—by—whoma
commi-ttee—of —econtinvous—exi-stence—+s—certi-fied.

(14) (¥5) "Unopposed candi date" neans a candi date for

nom nation or election to an office who, after the last day on
whi ch any person, including a wite-in candidate, may qualify,
is without opposition in the election at which the office is
to be filled or who is without such opposition after such date
as a result of any prinmary election or of withdrawal by other
candi dat es seeking the sane office. A candidate is not an
unopposed candidate if there is a vacancy to be filled under
s. 100.111(4), if there is a |l egal proceedi ng pending
regarding the right to a ballot position for the office sought
by the candidate, or if the candidate is seeking retention as
a justice or judge.
(15) (16) "Candi date" neans any person to whom any one

or nore of the follow ng apply:

(a) Any person who seeks to qualify for nom nation or
el ection by neans of the petitioning process.

(b) Any person who seeks to qualify for election as a
wite-in candi date.
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(c) Any person who receives contributions or nakes
expendi tures, or consents for any other person to receive
contributions or make expenditures, with a view to bring about
his or her nonmination or election to, or retention in, public
of fice.

(d) Any person who appoints a treasurer and desi gnates
a primary depository.

(e) Any person who files qualification papers and
subscribes to a candidate's oath as required by | aw.

However, this definition does not include any candidate for a
political party executive comrttee.

(16) (a) A "Political advertisenent" neans a paid
expression in any conmunications nedia prescribed in
subsection(12) {33), whether radio, television, newspaper,
nmagazi ne, periodical, canpaign literature, direct mail, or
di spl ay or by neans other than the spoken word in direct
conversation, which shall support or oppose any candi date,
el ected public official, or issue. In addition, an

advertisenent is presuned to be a political advertisenent if

it is a paid expression in any conmuni cati ons nedi a descri bed

i n subsection (12), whether radio, tel evision, newspaper,

nmagazi ne, periodical, canpaign literature, direct mail, or

di spl ay or by neans other than the spoken word in direct

conversation, which substantially nentions or shows a clearly

identifiable candidate for election or reelection and is

distributed at any point during the period follow ng the | ast

day of qualifying for that candi dacy through the ensuing

general election and which, when exam ned by a reasonabl e

person, would be understood as a conmuni cation nade for the

purpose of influencing the results of an el ection on that
49
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1| candidacy during that period and for which aggregate

2 | expenditures on |like advertisenents exceed $1, 000.

3 (b) Hewever—"Political advertisenent"does not

4 | i ncl ude:

5 1. ta)y A statenent by an organization, in existence

6| prior to the tinme during which a candidate qualifies or an

7| issue is placed on the ballot for that election, in support of
8| or opposition to a candidate or issue, in that organization's
9| newsletter, which newsletter is distributed only to the

10 | nenbers of that organization

11 2.{b)y Editorial endorsenents by any newspaper, radio

12 | or television station, or other recognhi zed news nedi um

13 3. A paid expression in any conmmuni cations nedi a which
14 | nentions or shows a clearly identifiable candidate for

15| el ection or reel ection which:

16 a. Advertises a business rather than the candidate, is
17 | paid for out of funds of that business, and is simlar to

18 | other advertisenents for that business which have nentioned or
19 | shown the candi date and have been distributed regularly over a
20 | period of at least 1 year before the qualifying period for
21 | that candi dacy; or
22 b. Is distributed or broadcast only to areas other
23 | than the geographical area of the electorate for that
24 | candi dacy.
25 Section 42. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1), paragraph
26 | (a) of subsection (4), and subsection (7) of section 106. 07,
27| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
28 106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--
29 (1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date
30| or political comittee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file
31| regular reports of all contributions received, and al
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expendi tures made, by or on behal f of such candi date or
political conmittee. Reports shall be filed on the 10th day
following the end of each cal endar quarter fromthe tine the
canpai gn treasurer is appointed, except that, if the 10th day
following the end of a cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday,
Sunday, or legal holiday, the report shall be filed on the
next followi ng day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or |ega
holiday. Quarterly reports shall include all contributions
recei ved and expenditures made during the cal endar quarter
whi ch have not otherw se been reported pursuant to this

secti on.

(d)1. When a special electionis called to fill a
vacancy in office, all political conmttees antd—comittees—of
continuous—existenee naki ng contributions or expenditures to
i nfluence the results of such special election shall file
canpai gn treasurers' reports with the filing officer on the
dates set by the Departnent of State pursuant to s. 100.111

2. Wien an election is called for an issue to appear
on the ballot at a tinme when no candidates are scheduled to
appear on the ballot, all political comrttees naking
contributions or expenditures in support of or in opposition
to such issue shall file reports on the 18th and 4th days
prior to such el ection.

(4)(a) Each report required by this section shal
cont ai n:

1. The full nane, address, and occupation, if any of
each person who has nade one or nore contributions to or for
such conmittee or candidate within the reporting peri od,
together with the anount and date of such contributions. For
corporations, the report nust provide as clear a description
as practicable of the principal type of business conducted by
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the corporation. However, if the contribution is $100 or |ess
or is froma relative, as defined in s. 112.312, provided that
the relationship is reported, the occupation of the
contributor or the principal type of business need not be
listed.

2. The nane and address of each political conmittee
fromwhich the reporting comittee er—the—candidate received,
or to which the reporting comrttee or candi date nade, any
transfer of funds, together with the anbunts and dates of al
transfers.

3. Each loan for canpaign purposes to or from any
person or political comrittee within the reporting period,
together with the full nanmes, addresses, and occupations, and
princi pal places of business, if any, of the | ender and
endorsers, if any, and the date and anmount of such | oans.

4. A statenent of each contribution, rebate, refund,
or other receipt not otherw se |listed under subparagraphs 1
t hrough 3.

5. The total suns of all |oans, in-kind contributions,
and other receipts by or for such comrittee or candi date
during the reporting period. The reporting forms shall be
designed to elicit separate totals for in-kind contributions,
| oans, and other receipts.

6. The full nanme and address of each person to whom
expendi tures have been made by or on behalf of the conmmittee
or candidate within the reporting period; the anobunt, date,
and pur pose of each such expenditure; and the nane and address
of, and of fice sought by, each candi date on whose behal f such
expendi ture was nade. However, expenditures made fromthe
petty cash fund provided by s. 106. 12 need not be reported
i ndi vidually.
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1 7. The full name and address of each person to whom an
2 | expenditure for personal services, salary, or reinbursenent

3| for authorized expenses as provided in s. 106.021(3) has been
4 | rade and which is not otherw se reported, including the

5| anmount, date, and purpose of such expenditure. However,

6 | expenditures nade fromthe petty cash fund provided for in s.
7| 106. 12 need not be reported individually.

8 8. The total amount withdrawn and the total anmount

9| spent for petty cash purposes pursuant to this chapter during
10 | the reporting peri od.

11 9. The total sum of expenditures made by such

12 | conmittee or candidate during the reporting period.

13 10. The anount and nature of debts and obligations

14 | owed by or to the comrittee or candidate, which relate to the
15 | conduct of any political canpaign

16 11. A copy of each credit card statenent which shal
17 | be included in the next report follow ng receipt thereof by
18 | the candidate or political conmittee. Receipts for each credit
19 | card purchase shall be retained by the treasurer with the
20| records for the canpaign account.
21 12. The anount and nature of any separate
22 | interest-bearing accounts or certificates of deposit and
23 | identification of the financial institution in which such
24 | accounts or certificates of deposit are |ocated.
25 (7) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provisions of this
26 | chapter, in any reporting period during which a candi date or;
27 | political comm ttee—oer——conmttee—of—continuvous—existence has
28 | not received funds, nmade any contributions, or expended any
29 | reportable funds, the filing of the required report for that
30| period is waived. However, the next report filed nust specify
31| that the report covers the entire period between the | ast
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submtted report and the report being filed, and any candi date
orpolitical comm ttee;—er—commttee—of—continvous—existenee
not reporting by virtue of this subsection on dates prescribed
el sewhere in this chapter shall notify the filing officer in
writing on the prescribed reporting date that no report is
being filed on that date.

Section 43. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
106. 082, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

106. 082 Commi ssioner of Agriculture candi dates;
canpaign contribution linmts.--

(1) No director, officer, or |obbyist of a business

which is inspected, licensed, or otherwi se authorized to do
busi ness as a food outlet or conveni ence store pursuant to
chapt er 500:—or—any—tirector—offcer—tobbyrst—or

L . ey s ; I it ead

: : F . . .
the—interests—of——sueh—business shall nmake or solicit a

contribution in excess of $100, for any election, to or on
behal f of any candidate for the office of Conm ssioner of
Agriculture. The provisions of this subsection shall not
prevent any candi date for the office of Conm ssioner of
Agriculture or nenbers of that candidate's inmediate famly
fromcontributing to that candidate's canpai gn as ot herw se
permtted by |aw

(2) No candidate for the office of Commi ssioner of
Agriculture may solicit or accept a canpaign contribution in
excess of $100 fromany director, officer, or |obbyist of a
busi ness whi ch er—persen—whe is |icensed or inspected or
ot herwi se authorized to do business as a food outlet or
conveni ence store pursuant to chapter 500———or—any—ti+rector—

of-H—ecer—tobbyirst—or—eontrotHHng—interest—of—that—person—or
54
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1| busi ; it ead . . F
2 | eontinuvous—exi-stence—that—represents—that—person.

3 (3) No enployee of the Departnent of Agriculture nay

4] solicit a canpaign contribution for any candidate for the

5] office of Commissioner of Agriculture fromany director

6| officer, or |obbyist of a persen—er business which whe is

7] licensed, inspected, or otherw se authorized to do business as
8| a food outlet or conveni ence store pursuant to chapter 500:—of
9 ; ; ;

10 I ; it ead . . F

11 | eontinuous—existence—that—represents—that—person. For purposes
12 | of this section, "enployee of the departnent” neans any person
13 | enpl oyed in the Department of Agriculture holding a position
14 ] in the Senior Managenent Service as defined in s. 110.402; any
15| person holding a position in the Sel ected Exenpt Service as

16 | defined in s. 110.602; any person having authority over food
17 | outl et or conveni ence store regulation, or inspection

18 | supervision; or any person, hired on a contractual basis,

19 | having the power normally conferred upon such person, by

20 | whatever title.

21 Section 44. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and

22 | subsection (2) of section 106.087, Florida Statutes, are

23 | anended to read:

24 106. 087 | ndependent expenditures; contribution limts;
25 | restrictions on political parties andr-political conmttees;

26 | and——conmttees—of—continuvous—existenece. - -

27 (1)(a) As a condition of receiving a rebate of filing
28 | fees and party assessnent funds pursuant to s. 99.061(2), s.
291 99.092(1), s. 99.103, or s. 103.121(1)(b), the chair or

30| treasurer of a state or county executive conmittee shall take
31| and subscribe to an oath or affirmation in witing. During the
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qgual i fying period for state candidates and prior to

di stribution of such funds, a printed copy of the oath or
affirmation shall be filed with the Secretary of State and
shal | be substantially in the follow ng form

State of Florida
County of....
Before nme, an officer authorized to adm ni ster oaths,

personal |y appeared ...(name)..., to ne well known, who, being
sworn, says that he or she is the ...(title)... of the
...(nane of party)... ...(state or specified county)..

executive commttee; that the executive commttee has not
made, either directly or indirectly, an independent
expenditure in support of or opposition to a candi date or
el ected public official in the prior 6 nonths; that the
executive committee will not mmke, either directly or
indirectly, an independent expenditure in support of or
opposition to a candidate or elected public official, through
and i ncluding the upconing general election; and that the
executive committee will not violate the contribution limts
applicable to candi dates under s. 106.08(3){2), Florida
St at ut es.

...(Signature of conmittee officer)..

... (Address)...

Sworn to and subscribed before nme this .... day of ....,
...(year)..., at .... County, Florida
...(Signature and title of officer adm nistering oath)..

(2)(a) Any political comrttee er——conmttee—of
continuous—exi-stence that accepts the use of public funds,
56
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1| equi pnent, personnel, or other resources to collect dues from
2| its nenbers agrees not to nmake independent expenditures in

3 | support of or opposition to a candidate or elected public

4 | official. However—expentditures—ray—berwade—for—the—sote

5 | purpose—of—jointty—endorsing—three—or—nore—candi-dates—

6 (b) Any political committee er—ecommttee—of—continuous
7 | exi-stence that violates this subsection is liable for a civil
8| fine of up to $5,000 to be determ ned by the Florida El ections
9 | Conmi ssion or the entire anount of the expenditures, whichever
10| is greater.

11 Section 45. Subsection (3) of section 106.12, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 106. 12 Petty cash funds all owed. - -

14 (3) The petty cash fund so provided shall be spent

15| only in amunts | ess than $100 and only for office supplies,
16 | transportati on expenses, and other necessities. Petty cash

17 | shall not be used for the purchase of tine, space, or services
18 | from conmuni cations nmedia as defined in s. 106.011(12) (33

19 Section 46. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
20| 106. 147, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
21 106. 147 Tel ephone solicitation; disclosure
22 | requirenents; prohibitions; exenptions; penalties.--
23 (3)
24 (b) For purposes of paragraph (a), the term "person"
25| i ncludes any candi date; any officer of any political
26 | commi tt ee—committee—of—continvous—existeneceor politica
27 | party executive conmittee; any officer, partner, attorney, or
28 | other representative of a corporation, partnership, or other
29 | business entity; and any agent or other person acting on
30 | behalf of any candidate, political conmttee, ecommttee—of
31
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1 | eontinuous—existence,political party executive conmttee, or
2| corporation, partnership, or other business entity.

3 Section 47. Section 106.148, Florida Statutes, is

4 | anended to read:

5 106. 148 Discl osure of on-1line conputer

6| solicitation.--A nessage placed on an information system

7 | accessible by computer by a candidate, political party, or

8| political comrittee, er—ecommttee—of—continvous—existence,or
9 | an agent of any such candi date, party, or conmittee, which
10 | nessage i s accessible by nore than one person, other than an
11 | internal communi cation of the party, conmmittee, or canpaign
12 | nust include a statenent disclosing all information required
13| of political advertisenents under s. 106.143.

14 Section 48. Subsection (2) of section 106.23, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 106.23 Powers of the Division of Elections.--

17 (2) The Division of Elections shall provide advisory
18 | opi ni ons when requested by any supervisor of elections,

19 | candidate, local officer having election-related duties,

20| political party, political committee, ecommttee—of—continuous
21 | exi-stence-or ot her person or organi zation engaged in

22 | political activity, relating to any provisions or possible
23 | violations of Florida election laws with respect to actions
24 | such supervisor, candidate, |ocal officer having

25| election-related duties, political party, commttee, person
26 | or organi zation has taken or proposes to take. Requests for
27 | advi sory opinions nust be subnmitted in accordance with rul es
28 | adopted by the Departnent of State. A witten record of al
29 | such opinions issued by the division, sequentially nunbered,
30 | dated, and indexed by subject matter, shall be retained. A
31| copy shall be sent to said person or organization upon

58
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




da Senate - 2004 SB 2936
4-04 See HB 1565

1| request. Any such person or organization, acting in good faith
2 | upon such an advi sory opinion, shall not be subject to any

3| crimnal penalty provided for in this chapter. The opinion

4 | until anmended or revoked, shall be binding on any person or

5| organi zati on who sought the opinion or with reference to whom
6 | the opinion was sought, unless material facts were onmtted or
7| msstated in the request for the advi sory opinion

8 Section 49. Subsections (1) and (2) of section

9| 106. 265, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

10 106.265 Civil penalties.--

11 (1) The commission is authorized upon the finding of a
12 | violation of this chapter or chapter 104 to inpose civil

13 | penalties in the formof fines not to exceed $1, 000 per count.
14| In determ ning the amount of such civil penalties, the

15 | conmi ssion shall consider, anong other mitigating and

16 | aggravati ng circunstances:

17 (a) The gravity of the act or omi ssion

18 (b) Any previous history of sinilar acts or om ssions;
19 (c) The appropriateness of such penalty to the

20 | financial resources of the person, political conmittee,

21 | eommittee—of—contindvous—existenee,or political party; and

22 (d) \Whether the person, political conmittee, commttee
23 | ef—continuvous—existeneceror political party has shown good

24 | faith in attenpting to conply with the provisions of this

25 | chapter or chapter 104.

26 (2) If any person, political comittee, conmttee—of
27 | eontinuous—exitstence;or political party fails or refuses to

28 | pay to the commission any civil penalties assessed pursuant to
29 | the provisions of this section, the commission shall be

30 | responsible for collecting the civil penalties resulting from
31 | such action.
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Section 50. Subsection (2) of section 106.27, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106. 27 Deternminations by comm ssion; |ega
di sposi tion. --

(2) CGivil actions may be brought by the comm ssion for
relief, including permanent or tenporary injunctions,
restraining orders, or any other appropriate order for the
i mposition of civil penalties provided by this chapter. Such
civil actions shall be brought by the comm ssion in the
appropriate court of conpetent jurisdiction, and the venue
shall be in the county in which the alleged violation occurred
or in which the alleged violator or violators are found,
reside, or transact business. Upon a proper show ng that such
person, political commttee, commttee—of—contintous
existenee;or political party has engaged, or is about to
engage, in prohibited acts or practices, a pernmanent or
tenmporary injunction, restraining order, or other order shal
be granted w thout bond by such court, and the civil fines
provided by this chapter may be inposed.

Section 51. Subsection (6) of section 106.29, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

106.29 Reports by political parties; restrictions on
contributions and expenditures; penalties.--

(6)(a) The national, state, and county executive
commttees of a political party may not contribute to any
candi date any ampunt in excess of the limts contained in s.
106. 08( 3) 2)y5—antd—aH——econtributtonsrequr+red—tobereported
wrder—s—106—08(2)—by—thenational—executive—<committee—of—a

it eat ettt II I .
. ey it eat .
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1 (b) A wviolation of the contribution limts contained

2]1ins. 106.08(3)¢2yis a m sdemeanor of the first degree,

3 | punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. A civil

4| penalty equal to three tines the anount in excess of the

5] 1limts contained in s. 106.08(3)2)yshall be assessed agai nst

6 | any executive committee found in violation thereof.

7 Section 52. Section 106.33, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 106. 33 Election canpaign financing; eligibility.--Each
10 | candidate for the office of Governor or nmenber of the Cabinet
11 | who desires to receive contributions fromthe El ection
12 | Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund shall, upon qualifying for
13| office, file a request for such contributions with the filing
14 | officer on forns provided by the Division of Elections. If a
15| candi date requesting contributions fromthe fund desires to
16 | have such funds distributed by electronic fund transfers, the
17 | request shall include infornmation necessary to inplenent that
18 | procedure. For the purposes of ss. 106.30-106. 36, candi dates
19 | for Governor and Lieutenant Governor on the sanme ticket shal
20 | be considered as a single candidate. To be eligible to receive
21| contributions fromthe fund, a candidate nay not be an
22 | unopposed candi date as defined in s. 106.011(14) ¥5yrand nust:
23 (1) Agree to abide by the expenditure linmts provided
24 |in s. 106. 34.

25 (2)(a) Raise contributions as follows:

26 1. One hundred fifty thousand dollars for a candi date
27 | for Governor.

28 2. One hundred thousand dollars for a candidate for
29 | Cabi net office.

30 (b) Contributions fromindividuals who at the tinme of
31| contributing are not state residents nmay not be used to neet
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the threshold anpbunts in paragraph (a). For purposes of this
par agraph, any person validly registered to vote in this state
shall be considered a state resident.

(3) Linmt loans or contributions fromthe candidate's
personal funds to $25,000 and contri butions from nati onal
state, and county executive conmittees of a political party to
$25,000 in the aggregate, which | oans or contributions shal
not qualify for neeting the threshold anpbunts in subsection
(2).

(4) Subnit to a postelection audit of the canpaign
account by the division.

Section 53. Section 111.075, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

111. 075 Elected officials; prohibition concerning
political eertatnr comrittees.--Elected officials are
prohi bited from being enpl oyed by, or acting as a consultant
for conpensation to, a political comittee er——conmmttee—of
continbods—exi-stence.

Section 54. Subsections (3) and (4) and paragraph (a)
of subsection (5) of section 112.3148, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

112. 3148 Reporting and prohibited receipt of gifts by
individuals filing full or Iimted public disclosure of
financial interests and by procurenent enpl oyees. --

(3) A reporting individual or procurenent enpl oyee is
prohibited fromsoliciting any gift froma political comittee
or—ecormttee—of—continuous—existenee, as defined in s.

106. 011, or froma | obbyi st who | obbies the reporting
i ndi vidual's or procurenent enployee's agency, or the partner
firm enployer, or principal of such |obbyist, where such gift
is for the personal benefit of the reporting individual or
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procurenent enpl oyee, another reporting individual or
procurenent enpl oyee, or any nenber of the immediate famly of
a reporting individual or procurenent enployee.

(4) A reporting individual or procurenent enpl oyee or
any other person on his or her behalf is prohibited from
knowi ngly accepting, directly or indirectly, a gift froma
political conmittee er—ecomittee—of—econtinuous—existence, as
defined in s. 106.011, or froma | obbyist who | obbies the
reporting individual's or procurenent enployee's agency, or
directly or indirectly on behalf of the partner, firm
enpl oyer, or principal of a |obbyist, if he or she knows or
reasonably believes that the gift has a value in excess of
$100; however, such a gift may be accepted by such person on
behal f of a governnental entity or a charitable organization
If the gift is accepted on behalf of a governnental entity or
charitabl e organi zation, the person receiving the gift shal
not nmaintain custody of the gift for any period of tinme beyond
t hat reasonably necessary to arrange for the transfer of
custody and ownership of the gift.

(5)(a) A political comrttee er—a—conmttee—of
continuous—existenece, as defined in s. 106.011; a | obbyist who
| obbies a reporting individual's or procurenent enployee's
agency; the partner, firm enployer, or principal of a
| obbyi st; or another on behalf of the | obbyist or partner
firm principal, or enployer of the | obbyist is prohibited
fromgiving, either directly or indirectly, a gift that has a
val ue in excess of $100 to the reporting individual or
procurenent enpl oyee or any ot her person on his or her behalf;
however, such person may give a gift having a value in excess
of $100 to a reporting individual or procurenent enployee if
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1| the gift is intended to be transferred to a governnent al

2| entity or a charitabl e organization

3 Section 55. Subsections (3) and (4) of section

4] 112.3149, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

5 112. 3149 Solicitation and disclosure of honoraria.--

6 (3) A reporting individual or procurenent enpl oyee is
7 | prohibited fromknowi ngly accepting an honorariumfroma

8| political comittee er—conmttee—of—continuvous—existence, as
9| defined in s. 106.011, froma | obbyi st who | obbies the

10 | reporting individual's or procurenent enployee's agency, or

11| fromthe enployer, principal, partner, or firmof such a

12 | | obbyi st.

13 (4) A political committee er—ecommttee—of—continuous
14 | existenee, as defined in s. 106.011, a | obbyist who | obbies a
15| reporting individual's or procurenent enployee's agency, or

16 | t he enpl oyer, principal, partner, or firmof such a | obbyist
17 | is prohibited fromgiving an honorariumto a reporting

18 | i ndi vidual or procurenent enployee.

19 Section 56. Subsection (4) of section 1004.28, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:

21 1004. 28 Direct-support organizations; use of property;
22 | board of directors; activities; audit; facilities.--

23 (4) ACTIVITIES, RESTRICTION. --A university

24 | direct-support organi zation is prohibited fromgiving, either
25| directly or indirectly, any gift to a political conmttee o+
26 | commi-ttee—of —econtinvous—extstence as defined in s. 106.011 for
27 | any purpose other than those certified by a majority roll cal
28 | vote of the governing board of the direct-support organi zation
29| at a regularly schedul ed neeting as being directly related to
30 | the educational nission of the university.

31
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Section 57. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section
1004. 70, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1004.70 Comunity col |l ege direct-support
organi zati ons. - -

(4) ACTIVITIES, RESTRICTIONS. - -

(d) A community college direct-support organization is
prohibited fromgiving, either directly or indirectly, any
gift to a political conmittee er——ecomittee—of—econtinuous
existence as defined in s. 106.011 for any purpose other than
those certified by a majority roll call vote of the governing
board of the direct-support organization at a regularly
schedul ed neeting as being directly related to the educationa
m ssion of the community coll ege.

Section 58. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
1004. 71, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1004.71 Statewi de community coll ege direct-support
organi zati ons. - -

(4) RESTRICTIONS. - -

(c) A statewide community college direct-support
organi zation is prohibited fromgiving, either directly or
indirectly, any gift to a political commttee er—ecommttee—of
continuous—existence as defined in s. 106.011 for any purpose
other than those certified by a majority roll call vote of the
governi ng board of the direct-support organization at a
regularly schedul ed neeting as being directly related to the
educational mission of the State Board of Education

Section 59. Subsection (3) of section 106.32, Florida
Statutes, is repeal ed

Section 60. This act shall take effect January 1,
2005.
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