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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SR 2964
By Senator Wse

5-2085- 04 See HR
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recogni zing March 11, 2004, as
"St. Johns County Day" in Tall ahassee.

WHEREAS, on Septenber 8, 1565, Don Pedro Menendez de
Avil es founded St. Augustine, the ol dest continuously occupied
Eur opean settlenent in the United States, and

WHEREAS, St. Johns County is the site for Fort Mose,
establ i shed by Spaniards and forner African slaves in 1738,
the first free black fort and settlenent in North Anerica, and

WHEREAS, on July 21, 1821, St. Johns County, naned for
the St. Johns River, becane one of Florida's first two
counties by ordi nance procl ai mred by Maj or General Andrew
Jackson, and

WHEREAS, St. Johns County enconpasses 609 square nil es,
fromthe nany niles of beautiful beaches to the scenic Bartram
Trail H ghway that runs along the St. Johns River, and

WHEREAS, St. Johns County is a popul ar touri st
destination, hosting nore than 2 nmillion visitors each year to
the historic City of St. Augustine, to St. Augustine Beach
and to other comunities throughout the county, and

WHEREAS, St. Johns County is one of the nation's nost
recogni zed golf destinations and is hone to the Wrld Col f
Hal | of Fanme and to THE PLAYERS CHAMPI ONSHI P, which is an
internationally recognized golf event, and is also the
nati onal headquarters for the PGA Tour, and

WHEREAS, St. Johns County is also hone to the
Associ ation of Tennis Players Tour, headquartered in Ponte
Vedr a Beach, and

WHEREAS, agriculture is a critical conmponent of the
econony of St. Johns County, with its 149 farns on 49, 631
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agricultural acres conprising nore than 12.7 percent of al
the lands in the county and producing nore than $46 million in
revenue annually, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes St. Johns County
for its rich history and cultural diversity, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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That March 11, 2004, be recognized as "St. Johns County
Day" in Tall ahassee.
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