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SENATE AMENDVENT

Bill No. CS for SB 3000
Amendment No.  Barcode 730710

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

WY 2R
04/ 28/ 2004 05: 01 PM

Senat or Constantine noved the follow ng amendnent :
Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 2, line 3, through

page 5, line 4, delete those |ines

and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2), paragraph

(e) of subsection (6), paragraph (a) of subsection (7),
paragraph (e) of subsection (8), paragraph (I) of subsection
(9), paragraph (c) of subsection (15), subsection (18), and
par agraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (20) of section 1002. 33,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools. --

(2) GUJ D NG PR NOPLES; PURPCSE. - -

(c) Charter schools may fulfill the follow ng
pur poses:

1. Oeate innovative neasurenent tools.

2. Provide rigorous conpetition within the public
school district to stimulate continual inprovenment in all

public school s.
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3. Expand the capacity of the public school system

4. Mtigate the educational inpact created by the

devel opnent _of new residential dwelling units.

(6) APPLI CATI ON PROCESS AND REVI EW - - Begi nni ng

Septenber 1, 2003, applications are subject to the follow ng
requi renents:

(e)l. A Charter School Appeal Conmission is
establ i shed to assist the comm ssioner and the State Board of

Education with a fair and inpartial review of appeals by

appl i cants whose charter applications eharters have been
deni ed, e whose charter contracts have not been renewed or

have been term nated by their sponsors, or whose disputes over

contract negoti ati ons have not been resolved through

nedi ati on

2. The Charter School Appeal Commi ssion may receive
copi es of the appeal docunents forwarded to the State Board of
Educati on, review the docunents, gather other applicable
information regardi ng the appeal, and nake a witten
recommendation to the conm ssioner. The recommendati on nust
state whether the appeal should be upheld or denied and
i nclude the reasons for the reconmendati on being offered. The
comm ssi oner shall forward the recomrendation to the State
Board of Education no later than 7 cal endar days prior to the
date on which the appeal is to be heard. The state board nust
consi der the commi ssion's reconmendation in naking its
decision, but is not bound by the recommendati on. The deci si on
of the Charter School Appeal Commi ssion is not subject to the
provi sions of the Adm nistrative Procedure Act, chapter 120.

3. The commi ssioner shall appoint the menbers of the
Charter School Appeal Commi ssion. Menbers shall serve without
conpensation but may be reinbursed for travel and per diem
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expenses in conjunction with their service. One-half of the
nmenbers nust represent currently operating charter schools,

and one-half of the nenbers nust represent school districts.
The comm ssioner or a named designee shall chair the Charter
School Appeal GConmi ssion

4. The chair shall convene neetings of the conmm ssion
and shall ensure that the witten recomrendations are
compl eted and forwarded in a tinely nmanner. In cases where the
commi ssi on cannot reach a decision, the chair shall make the
witten recommendation with justification, noting that the
deci sion was rendered by the chair.

5. Comm ssion menbers shall thoroughly reviewthe
materials presented to themfromthe appellant and the
sponsor. The comm ssion may request information to clarify the
docunentation presented to it. In the course of its review,
the comm ssion may facilitate the postponenent of an appeal in
t hose cases where additional time and communi cati on may negate
the need for a fornal appeal and both parties agree, in
witing, to postpone the appeal to the State Board of
Education. A new date certain for the appeal shall then be set
based upon the rules and procedures of the State Board of
Educati on. Conm ssion nmenbers shall provide a witten
recommendation to the state board as to whet her the appea
shoul d be upheld or denied. A fact-based justification for the
reconmendat i on nust be included. The chair nust ensure that
the witten recomrendation is submtted to the State Board of
Educati on nenbers no later than 7 cal endar days prior to the
date on which the appeal is to be heard. Both parties in the
case shall al so be provided a copy of the reconmendation

(7) CHARTER --The nmj or issues involving the operation
of a charter school shall be considered in advance and witten

3
2:03 PM 04/ 27/ 04 s$3000. ed22. 02




© 00 N o o b~ W N

W W N N N N N D N NN DN P PP PR R R RR Rk
R O © 00 N O 0o A W N P O © 0N O o W N R O

SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 3000
Amendrment No. _~ Barcode 730710

into the charter. The charter shall be signed by the governing
body of the charter school and the sponsor, follow ng a public
hearing to ensure comunity input.

(a) The charter shall address, and criteria for
approval of the charter shall be based on

1. The school's mssion, the students to be served,
and the ages and grades to be incl uded.

2. The focus of the curriculum the instructiona
nmet hods to be used, any distinctive instructional techniques
to be enployed, and identification and acquisition of
appropriate technol ogi es needed to i nprove educational and
adm ni strative performance which include a means for pronoting
safe, ethical, and appropriate uses of technol ogy which conply
with legal and professional standards. The charter shal
ensure that reading is a primary focus of the curricul umand
that resources are provided to identify and provide
specialized instruction for students who are readi ng bel ow
grade level. The curriculumand instructional strategies for
readi ng nust be consistent with the Sunshine State Standards
and grounded in scientifically based readi ng research.

3. The current inconi ng baseline standard of student
academ c achi evenent, the outcones to be achi eved, and the
net hod of neasurenent that will be used. The criteria listed
in this subparagraph shall include a detailed description for
each of the follow ng:

a. How the baseline student academ c achi evenent
levels and prior rates of academ c progress wll be
est abl i shed.

b. How these baseline rates will be conpared to rates
of academ c progress achi eved by these sane students while
attendi ng the charter school
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c. To the extent possible, howthese rates of progress
wi Il be evaluated and conpared with rates of progress of other

cl osel y conparabl e student popul ati ons.

The district school board is required to provide academ c
student performance data to charter schools for each of their
students conming fromthe district school system as well as
rates of acadenic progress of conparabl e student popul ations
in the district school system

4. The methods used to identify the educationa
strengths and needs of students and how wel| educational goal s
and performance standards are met by students attending the
charter school. Included in the nmethods is a nmeans for the
charter school to ensure accountability to its constituents by
anal yzi ng student performance data and by eval uating the
effectiveness and efficiency of its major educationa
prograns. Students in charter schools shall, at a m ni mum
participate in the statew de assessment program created under
s. 1008. 22.

5. In secondary charter schools, a method for
determning that a student has satisfied the requirenents for
graduation in s. 1003. 43.

6. A nethod for resolving conflicts between the
governi ng body of the charter school and the sponsor

7. The adm ssions procedures and di sm ssal procedures,
i ncl udi ng the school's code of student conduct.

8. The ways by which the school wll achieve a
raci al /ethni c bal ance reflective of the community it serves or
within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
same school district.

9. The financial and adm nistrative nanagenent of the
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school, including a reasonabl e denonstrati on of the

pr of essi onal experience or conpetence of those individuals or
organi zati ons applying to operate the charter school or those
hired or retained to performsuch professional services and
the description of clearly delineated responsibilities and the
policies and practices needed to effectively manage the
charter school. A description of internal audit procedures and
establ i shment of controls to ensure that financial resources
are properly managed nust be included. Both public sector and
private sector professional experience shall be equally valid
in such a consideration

10. The asset and liability projections required in
the application which are incorporated into the charter and
whi ch shall be conpared with information provided in the
annual report of the charter school. The charter shall ensure
that, if a charter school internal audit reveals a deficit
financial position, the auditors are required to notify the
charter school governing board, the sponsor, and the
Departnent of Education. The internal auditor shall report
such findings in the formof an exit interviewto the
principal or the principal admnistrator of the charter schoo
and the chair of the governing board within 7 working days
after finding the deficit position. A final report shall be
provided to the entire governing board, the sponsor, and the
Department of Education within 14 working days after the exit
i nterview.

11. A description of procedures that identify various
ri sks and provide for a conprehensive approach to reduce the
i mpact of |osses; plans to ensure the safety and security of
students and staff; plans to identify, mnimze, and protect
others fromviolent or disruptive student behavior; and the
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manner in which the school will be insured, including whether
or not the school will be required to have liability
i nsurance, and, if so, the terns and conditions thereof and
t he amounts of coverage

12. The termof the charter which shall provide for
cancellation of the charter if insufficient progress has been
made in attaining the student achi evermrent objectives of the
charter and if it is not likely that such objectives can be
achi eved before expiration of the charter. The initial term of
a charter shall be for 3, 4, or 5 years. In order to
facilitate access to long-termfinancial resources for charter
school construction, charter schools that are operated by a
muni cipality or other public entity as provided by |law are
eligible for up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by
the district school board. A charter lab school is eligible
for a charter for a termof up to 15 years. In addition, to
facilitate access to long-termfinancial resources for charter
school construction, charter schools that are operated by a
private, not-for-profit, s. 501(c)(3) status corporation are
eligible for up to a 10-year charter, subject to approval by
the district school board. Such long-termcharters remain
subject to annual review and may be termnated during the term
of the charter, but only for specific good cause according to
the provisions set forth in subsection (8).

13. The facilities to be used and their |ocation

14. The qualifications to be required of the teachers
and the potential strategies used to recruit, hire, train, and
retain qualified staff to achi eve best val ue.

15. The governance structure of the school, including
the status of the charter school as a public or private
enpl oyer as required in paragraph (12)(i).
2:03 PM 04/ 27/ 04 ! s$3000. ed22. 02
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16. Atinetable for inplenenting the charter which
addresses the inplenmentation of each el ement thereof and the
date by which the charter shall be awarded in order to meet
this timetable.

17. In the case of an existing public school being
converted to charter status, alternative arrangenents for
current students who choose not to attend the charter school
and for current teachers who choose not to teach in the
charter school after conversion in accordance with the
exi sting collective bargai ning agreenent or district school
board rule in the absence of a collective bargaining
agreement. However, alternative arrangenents shall not be
required for current teachers who choose not to teach in a
charter |ab school, except as authorized by the enpl oynent
policies of the state university which grants the charter to
the | ab school

18. The salary or salary range for each position in

the charter school and an expl anati on of the nethod by which

the salaries or salary ranges are determ ned.

19. The identity of all relatives enpl oyed by the

charter school who are related to the charter school owner,

presi dent, chairperson of the board of directors,

superintendent, board nenber, principal., assistant principal

or _any other person enployed by the charter school wth

equi val ent _deci si on-naki ng authority. For purposes of this

subpar agraph, the term"rel ative" nmeans father, nother, son

daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew,

ni ece, husband, wife, father-in-law,_ nother-in-|aw,

son-in-law,_daughter-in-law, brother-in-law_sister-in-Iaw,

st epf at her, stepnother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother

stepsister, half brother, or half sister
8
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(8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL CR TERM NATI ON OF CHARTER - -

(e) Wien a charter is not renewed or is term nated
t he school shall be dissolved under the provisions of |aw
under whi ch the school was organi zed, and any unencunbered

public funds, except for capital outlay funds, fromthe

charter school shall revert to the district school board.

Capital outlay funds provided pursuant to s. 1013.62 that are

unencunbered shall revert to the departnent to be

redi stributed anong eligible charter schools. In the event a

charter school is dissolved or is otherw se term nated, al

di strict school board property and inprovenents, furnishings,
and equi prent purchased with public funds shall automatically
revert to full ownership by the district school board, subject
to conplete satisfaction of any lawful |iens or encunbrances.
Any unencunbered public funds fromthe charter school

di strict school board property and inprovenents, furnishings,
and equi prent purchased with public funds, or financial or
other records pertaining to the charter school, in the
possession of any person, entity, or hol ding conpany, other
than the charter school, shall be held in trust upon the
district school board' s request, until any appeal status is
resol ved.

(9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUI REMENTS. - -

(I') The governing body of the charter school shal
report its progress annually to its sponsor, which shal
forward the report to the Comm ssioner of Education at the
same tinme as other annual school accountability reports. The
Department of Education shall include in its conpilation a
notation if a school failed to file its report by the deadline
establ i shed by the departnment. The report shall include at
| east the follow ng conponents:
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1. Student achi evenent perfornmance data, including the
information required for the annual school report and the
education accountability system governed by ss. 1008. 31 and
1008. 345. Charter schools are subject to the sane
accountability requirements as other public schools, including
reports of student achi evenment information that |inks baseline
student data to the school's perfornmance projections
identified in the charter. The charter school shall identify
reasons for any difference between projected and act ual
student performance.

2. Financial status of the charter school which must
i ncl ude revenues and expenditures at a |evel of detail that
allows for analysis of the ability to neet financia
obligations and tinmely repaynent of debt.

3. Documentation of the facilities in current use and
any planned facilities for use by the charter school for
instruction of students, adm nistrative functions, or
i nvest nent pur poses.

4. Descriptive information about the charter school's
personnel, including salary and benefit |evels of each charter
school enpl oyee enptoyees, the proportion of instructiona
personnel who hol d professional or tenmporary certificates, and
the proportion of instructional personnel teaching in-field or

out-of-field.

TI' TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

Oh page 1, line 5, after the sem col on

i nsert:
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requiring the charter of a charter school to
contain informati on concerning the salary or

sal ary range of each position in the charter
school and an explanation of the method used in
determning the salaries or salary ranges;
requiring the charter of a charter school to
contain information concerning the enpl oyment
of certain relatives at the charter school
defining relative; requiring the charter schoo
to report salary and benefit |evels of each

charter school enployee;
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