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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to juvenile justice; providing
3 for a parental involvenent pilot project in

4 Orange County; authorizing the Departnent of

5 Juvenile Justice to allow certain parents to

6 attend and participate in a course of parenting
7 education classes in lieu of paying certain

8 required fees associated with the cost of a

9 child's care or supervision by the departnent;
10 limting such authority to the 2004- 2005 fisca
11 year and to cases involving orders of the

12 circuit court in and for Orange County;

13 aut hori zing the departnent to develop a fornul a
14 for specifying the nunber of participation

15 hours in lieu of fees; requiring the departnment
16 to provide notification about the option to

17 participate in the pilot project; authorizing
18 the departnent to contract with a private or

19 public entity to provide parenting education
20 cl asses in certain circunstances; directing the
21 departnment to waive fees upon proof by the
22 parent of successful conpletion of the course
23 of parenting education classes; limting the
24 anmount of fees that nay be waived; prohibiting
25 i ssuance of any order of the circuit court in
26 and for Orange County reducing or waiving the
27 required fees during the 2004-2005 fiscal year
28 provi di ng exceptions; requiring the departnent
29 to identify neasurabl e outcones for the pilot
30 project; requiring a report; providing
31 applicability; providing that the parent is
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responsi ble for costs associated with the
parenting education classes; providing a
definition; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Oange County Parental I|nvolvenent Pil ot

Project. --
(1) |In accordance with the provisions of subsection

(4) and for the 2004-2005 fiscal year only, the Departnent of

Juvenile Justice is authorized to all ow any parent who,

pursuant to an order of the circuit court in and for Orange

County, is subject to the provisions of section 985.215(6),
section 985.231(1)(b), or section 985.233(4)(d), Florida
Statutes, relating to the fees associated with the cost of a

child' s care or supervision by the departnent, to attend and

participate in a course of parenting education classes which

is approved by the departnent in lieu of paying all or a

portion of such fees. The departnment is authorized to devel op

a reasonable and uniformformula for specifying a nunber of

participation hours in lieu of the $5 per day fee.

(2) The departnent shall notify parents who, pursuant

to an order of the circuit court in and for Orange County, are

obliged to pay fees associated with the cost of the child's

care or supervision by the departnent, of the option to

participate in the pilot project by attendi ng and

participating in a course of parenting education classes. The

notification shall include a description of the course

contents and the nunber of participation hours that the parent

will be required to successfully conplete in order to receive

a wai ver of such fees pursuant to subsection (4).
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(a) For any such order issued during the 2004-2005
fiscal year, the departnent shall provide the notification as

soon as is practicable after the i ssuance of the order

(b) The departnent shall nmake reasonable efforts to

provide the notification to parents who are the subject of

such orders entered prior to the 2004-2005 fiscal year and who

have a current or delinquent obligation to pay the required

f ees.
(3) |If the Departnent of Juvenile Justice does not

al ready have such classes in place and available in Orange

County, the departnent nmay contract with a private or public

entity in Orange County to provide classes in parenting

education for purposes of the pilot project. The private or

public entity nust have appropriate expertise in providing

parenti ng educati on

(4) Upon the parent providing proof to the departnent

of successful conpletion of the course of parenting education

cl asses, the departnment shall waive the costs associated with

the child' s care or supervision by the departnent in

accordance with the fornula described in subsection (1).

However, the value of the waiver may not exceed $450.

(5) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of section
985. 215(6), section 985.231(1)(b), or section 985.233(4)(d),
Florida Statutes, during the 2004-2005 fiscal year, no order

shall issue fromthe circuit court in and for Orange County

purporting to reduce or waive any required fees associ ated

with the cost of the child's care or supervision by the

departnent, except as provided in subsection (6).

(6)(a) The court may reduce or waive such fees in

ci rcunst ances where the court nmakes a finding on the record

that the parent was the victimof the delinguent act or
3
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violation of law for which the child has been placed under the

care or supervision of the departnent and that the parent is

cooperating or has cooperated with the investigation of the

act or violation.

(b) The court nmay authorize the parent to participate

in a course of parenting education classes in |lieu of paying

all or a portion of the required fees, subject to the

provi sions of subsection (4). |If the parent's obligation to

pay fees exceeds $450, the court may reduce or waive the

remai ning fees in accordance with the provisions of section
985. 215(6), section 985.231(1)(b), or section 985.233(4)(d),
Florida Statutes, upon verification by the departnent that the

parent has successfully conpleted the course of parenting

educati on cl asses.

(7) The departnent shall identify neasurabl e out cones

for the pilot project, including, but not limted to, the

fol | owi ng:
(a) The nunber of parents who participate in parenting

education classes in lieu of paying the required fees.

(b) The nunber of parents who successfully conplete

such cl asses.

(c) VWhether any child of a participating parent is

referred to the departnent during the 2004-2005 fiscal year

subsequent to the referral associated with the parent's

initial participation in the parenting education cl asses.

The departnent shall report these outcones, together with the

out cones of any other neasures deened appropriate, to the

Legi sl ature and Governor by Cctober 1, 2005. The report shal

al so indicate the total anmount of fees collected pursuant to
sections 985.215(6), 985.231(1)(b), and 985.233(4)(d), Florida
4
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1| Statutes, in Orange County during fiscal years 2003-2004 and
2 | 2004- 2005.

3 (8) This section shall not apply if there is a court
4 | order specifically prohibiting participation in |ieu of

5| paynent. This section applies to any order or other obligation
6| for the paynent of fees as described in subsection (1) which
7]is current or delinquent during the 2004-2005 fiscal year. It
8| shall be the parent's responsibility to bear all costs

9| associated with the parent's participation in the parenting
10 | education cl asses. For purposes of this section, the term
11 |"parent" neans the nother, father, or |egal guardian of a

12 | child.

13 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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