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Florida Senate - 2004 (NP) SM 3100
By Senator Garcia

40- 2347A- 04
Senate Menorial No.

A nenorial to the United States Congress,
urging support for Florida's bid to becone the
per manent |ocation for the Secretariat for the
Free Trade Area of the Anericas; urging the
United States Congress to support activities
promoting safe commerce and secure trade | anes
between the United States and its trading
partners in the Caribbean, Central Anerica, and
South Anerica

WHEREAS, negotiations are progressing on devel opnent of
the Free Trade Area of the Anericas, which will unite the
econom es of the Western Heni sphere by creating a single free
trade agreenent anong 800 nillion consuners with a conbined
gross donestic product of $14 trillion, and

WHEREAS, Florida is conpeting to becone the pernmanent
| ocation for the Secretariat for the Free Trade Area of the
Anericas, which, together with the trade and i nvestnent
activity under the agreenent, would create new jobs and
revenues for the state and | ocal governnents, and

VWHEREAS, total nerchandi se trade between Florida and
the Western Hemi sphere exceeds $45 billion dollars annually
and represents nore than 65 percent of Florida's total
nmer chandi se trade, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida recognizes the critica
econom ¢ contribution of the state's agriculture industry and
supports efforts to ensure that the interests of the
agriculture industry are incorporated into trade negotiations
and agreenents, and
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WHEREAS, the purpose of free trade agreenents |ike the
Free Trade Area of the Anericas is to ease inpedinents to the
flow of international conmerce and further stinulate
Nort h-South trade and investrment flows in the Wstern
Hem sphere, and

WHEREAS, the terrorist events of Septenber 11, 2001
have led to the devel opnent of new security requirenments on
vessel s, seaports, and the state's trading partners, and

VHEREAS, the United States Bureau of Custons and Border
Protection has created the Contai ner Security Initiative to
extend the United States' zone of security outward in North
Anerica, Europe, Asia, and Africa, but has not extended this
zone of security outward to the Caribbean, Central Anerica, or
Sout h Anerica, and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has financed the
devel opnent of Operation Safe Commerce in New York, New
Jersey, California, and Washington to devel op a secure gl oba
supply chain between seaports in those states and their
international trading partners in Asia, Europe, and Africa,
and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida recognizes that enhancing
the security capacity of seaports in the Wstern Hem sphere,
wi thout creating an unfair advantage for our trading partners'
goods versus Florida goods, will enhance the devel opnent of
Nort h- Sout h trade and i nvestnent flows, and

WHEREAS, the econony of the State of Florida wll
benefit i measurably fromthe liberalization of safe and
secure cross-border trade in goods and services, and

WHEREAS, hosting the Secretariat for the Free Trade
Area of the Anericas, together with increased safe and secure
international trade and investnment activity stemming fromthe
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trade agreenent, will solidify Florida's role as the "Gateway
to the Anericas," NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the State of Florida urges the United States
Congress to continue to support Florida's bid to becone the
permanent | ocation for the Secretariat for the Free Trade Area
of the Ameri cas.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Florida urges
the United States Congress to support and fund the Anericas
Operation Safe Comrerce program between seaports in the
Cari bbean, Central Anerica, South Anerica, and the United
St at es.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Anericas Operation Safe
Commerce program woul d establish a collaborative effort
between the United States governnment, international trading
partners, the State of Florida, the maritine industry, and
ot her business interests to devel op and share best practices
for the safe, secure, and expeditious novenent of goods
bet ween the Cari bbean, Central Anerica, South Anmerica, and the
United States.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, to the
President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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