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By the Committees on Appropriations; Education; and Senators
Constantine and Cow n

309- 2549- 04
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public school educationa
3 i nstruction; creating s. 1003. 415, F.S.
4 provi di ng the popular nanme the "M ddl e Grades
5 Ref orm Act"; providing purpose and intent;
6 defining the term"middl e grades"; requiring a
7 review and reconmendations relating to
8 curricula and courses; requiring inplenentation
9 of new or revised reading and | anguage arts
10 courses; providing for inplenentation of a
11 rigorous reading requirement in certain
12 schools; requiring the Departnent of Education
13 to provide technical assistance; requiring a
14 study of the acadenic performance of niddle
15 grade students and schools with recommendati ons
16 for an increase in performance; requiring a
17 personal i zed m ddl e school success plan for
18 certain students; providing authority for State
19 Board of Education rul emaki ng and enforcenent;
20 anmending s. 1001.42, F.S.; requiring a schoo
21 i mprovenent plan to include the rigorous
22 readi ng requirenent if applicable; anending s.
23 1008.25, F.S.; requiring a personalized niddle
24 school success plan to be incorporated in a
25 student's academi ¢ inprovenent plan if
26 applicable; amending s. 1012.34, F.S.; revising
27 assessment criteria for instructiona
28 personnel ; providing an effective date
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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1 Section 1. Section 1003.415, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 1003.415 The M ddle Grades Reform Act. --

4 (1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
5| popul ar nane the "M ddle Grades Reform Act."

6 (2) PURPOSE AND | NTENT. - - The purpose of this section

7| is to provide added focus and rigor to academics in the nmiddle
8| grades. Using reading as the foundation, all niddle grade

9| students should receive rigorous acadenic instruction through
10| challenging curricula delivered by highly qualified teachers
11| in schools with outstanding | eadership, which schools are

12| supported by engaged and inforned parents. It is the intent of
13| the Legislature that students pronpoted fromthe eighth grade
14| will be ready for success in high school

15 (3) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term

16 |"m ddl e grades” means grades 6, 7, and 8.

17 (4) CURRI CULA AND COURSES. - - The Depart ment of

18| Education shall review course offerings, teacher

19| gualifications, instructional materials, and teaching

20| practices used in reading and | anguage arts programs in the
21| niddle grades. The departnent nmust consult with the Florida
22| Center for Reading Research at Florida State University, the
23| Just Read, Florida! Ofice, reading researchers, reading

24| specialists, and district supervisors of curriculumin the

25| devel opnent of findings and recommendations. The Conmni ssioner
26| of Education shall make recommendations to the State Board of
27| Education regarding changes to reading and | anguage arts

28| curricula in the niddle grades based on research-based proven
29| effective progranms. The State Board of Education shall adopt
30| rules based upon the conmissioner's recomrendations no |ater
31| than March 1, 2005. Inplenentation of new or revised reading
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and | anguage arts courses in all middle grades shall be phased

in bedinning no later than the 2005-2006 school year with

conpl etion no later than the 2008-2009 school year
(5) Rl GOROUS READI NG REQUI REMENT. - -
(a) Bedginning with the 2004-2005 school year., each

public school serving m ddl e grade students, including charter

schools, with fewer than 75 percent of its students reading at

or_above grade level in grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8 as

neasured by a student scoring at Level 3 or above on the FCAT

during the prior school year, nust incorporate by Cctober 1 a

rigorous reading requirenent for reading and | anguage arts

prograns_as the prinmary conponent of its school inprovenent

plan. The departnent shall annually provide to each district

school board by June 30 a list of its schools that are

required to incorporate a rigorous reading requirenent as the

primary conponent of the school's inprovement plan. The

departnent shall provide technical assistance to schoo

districts and school administrators required to inplenment the

ri gorous reading requirenent.

(b) The purpose of the rigorous reading requirenment is

to assist each student who is not reading at or above dgrade

level to do so before entering high school. The rigorous

readi ng requirenent nust include for a mddle school's

| ow perform ng student popul ation specific areas that address

phoneni ¢ awareness, phonics, fluency, conprehension, and

vocabul ary; the desired |evels of performance in those areas;

and the instructional and support services to be provided to

neet _the desired | evels of performance. The school shall use

research-based reading activities that have been shown to be

successful in teaching reading to |ow perform ng students.
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1 (c) Schools required to inplenment the rigorous reading
2| requirenent nust provide quarterly reports to the district

3| school superintendent on the progress of students toward

4| increased reading achi evenent.

5 (d) The results of inplenentation of a school's

6| rigorous reading requirenment shall be used as part of the

7| annual evaluation of the school's instructional personnel and
8| school administrators as required in s. 1012. 34.

9 (6) COWMPREHENSI VE REFORM STUDY ON THE ACADEM C

10| PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS. - -

11 (a) The departnment shall conduct a study on how the

12| overall academic performance of m ddle grade students and

13| schools can be inproved. The departnent nust consult with the
14| Elorida Center for Reading Research at Florida State

15| University, the Just Read, Florida! Ofice, and key education
16| stakeholders, including district school board nenbers,

17| district school superintendents, principals, parents,

18| teachers, district supervisors of curriculum and students

19| across the state, in the devel opnent of its findings and

20| recommendations. The departnment shall review, at a nini num
21| each of the followi ng el enents:

22 1. Acadenic expectations, which include, but are not
23| limited to:

24 a. Alignment of middle school expectations with

25| elementary and high school graduation requirenents.

26 b. Best practices to inprove reading and | anguage arts
27| courses based on research-based prograns for niddle schoo

28| students in alignment with the Sunshine State Standards.

29 C. Strategies that focus on inproving acadenic success
30| for lowperforning students.

31 d. Rigor of curricula and courses.
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1 e. Instructional materials.
2 f. Course enrollnent by niddle school students.
3 d St udent support services.
4 h Measurement and reporting of student achi evenent.
5 2. Attendance policies and student nobility issues.
6 3 Teacher quality, which includes, but is not linmted
7| tor
8 a. Preparedness of teachers to teach rigorous courses
9| to middle school students.
10 b. Teacher eval uations.
11 c Substitute teachers.
12 d. Certification and recertification requirenents.
13 e. Staff devel opnent requirements.
14 f. Availability of effective staff devel opnent
15| training.
16 g. Teacher recruitnment and vacancy issues.
17 h. Federal requirements for highly qualified teachers
18| pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
19 4. ldentification and availability of diagnostic
20| testing.
21 5. Availability of personnel and scheduling issues.
22 6. Mddle school |eadership and perfornmance.
23 7. Parental and community invol vement.
24 (b) By Decenmber 1, 2004, the Conmi ssioner of Education
25| shall subnit to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
26| the House of Representatives, the chairs of the education
27| committees in the Senate and the House of Representatives, and
28| the State Board of Education recommendations to increase the
29| acadenic performance of niddle grade students and schools.
30 (7) PERSONALIZED M DDLE SCHOOL SUCCESS PLAN. - -
31
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(a) Bedginning with the 2004-2005 school year., each

principal of a school with a nmiddle grade shall designate

certified staff nenbers at the school to devel op and

adnm ni ster a personalized mddl e school success plan for each

entering sixth grade student who scored below Level 3 in

reading on the nost recently adm ni stered FCAT. The purpose of

the success plan is to assist the student in neeting state and

school district expectations in acadenic proficiency and to

prepare the student for a rigorous high school curriculum The

success plan shall be developed in collaboration with the

student and his or her parent and nust be inplenented unti

the student conpletes the eighth grade or achieves a score at

Level 3 or above in reading on the FCAT, whichever occurs

first. The success plan nust mnim ze paperwork and nmay be

incorporated into a parent/teacher conference, included as

part of a progress report or report card, included as part of

a general orientation at the beginning of the school year, or

provided by electronic mail or other witten correspondence.

(b) The personalized niddl e school success plan nust:

1. ldentify educational goals and internediate

benchmarks for the student in the core curriculumareas which

will prepare the student for high school

2. Be based upon acadenmi c performance data and an

identification of the student's strengths and weaknesses.

3. I nclude acadenmi c intervention strategies with

frequent progress nonitoring.

4. Provide innovative nethods to pronpte the student's

advancenent which may include, but not be limted to, flexible

scheduling, tutoring, focus on core curricula, online

instruction, an alternative |earning environnent, or other

6

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CS for CS for SB 354
309- 2549- 04

interventions that have been shown to accelerate the | earning

process.
(c) The personalized m ddle school success plan nust

be incorporated into any individual student plan required by

federal or state law, including the acadenic inprovenent plan

required in s. 1008.25, an individual education plan (1 EP) for

a student with disabilities, a federal 504 plan, or an ESOL

pl an.
(d) The Departnent of Education shall provide

techni cal assistance for districts, school adm nistrators, and

instructional personnel regarding the devel opnent of

personal i zed nm ddl e school success plans. The assistance shal

include strategies and techni ques designed to maxinize

interaction between students, parents, teachers, and other

instructional and administrative staff while nininizing
paper wor k.

(8) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORITY. - -

(a) The State Board of Education shall have authority

to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to

i npl enent _the provisions of this section.

(b) The State Board of Education shall have authority

pursuant to s. 1008.32 to enforce the provisions of this

section.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) of section
1001.42, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
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1| Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
2| education accountability shall be consistent with, and

3| inplenmented through, the district's continuing system of

4| pl anning and budgeting required by this section and ss.

5| 1008. 385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo

6| i mprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is
7| not limted to, the follow ng:

8 (a) School inprovenment plans.--Annually approve and

9| require inplenentation of a new, anended, or continuation

10| school inprovenent plan for each school in the district,

11| except that a district school board nay establish a district
12| school inprovenent plan that includes all schools in the

13| district operating for the purpose of providing educationa

14| services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice prograns.
15| Such plan shall be designed to achieve the state education

16| priorities pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student perfornmance
17| standards. |n addition, any school required to inplement a

18| rigorous reading requirenment pursuant to s. 1003.415 nust

19| include such conmponent in its school inprovenent plan. Each
20| plan shall also address issues relative to budget, training,
21| instructional materials, technology, staffing, student support
22| services, specific school safety and discipline strategies,
23| and other matters of resource allocation, as determ ned by
24| district school board policy, and shall be based on an
25| analysis of student achi evenent and ot her school performance
26| dat a.
27 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
28| 1008.25, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
29 1008.25 Public school student progression; renedia
30| instruction; reporting requirenents.--
31 (4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDI ATI ON. - -

8
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2004 CS for CS for SB 354
309- 2549- 04

1 (b) The school in which the student is enrolled nust
2| develop, in consultation with the student's parent, and nust
3| inplenment an academnic inprovenent plan designed to assist the
4| student in neeting state and district expectations for

5| proficiency. For a student for whom a personalized middle

6| school success plan is required pursuant to s. 1003.415, the
7| middle school success plan nmust be incorporated in the

8| student's acadenic inprovenent plan. Beginning with the

9| 2002-2003 school year, if the student has been identified as
10| having a deficiency in reading, the academ c inprovenment plan
11| shall identify the student's specific areas of deficiency in
12| phonem c awareness, phonics, fluency, conprehension, and

13| vocabul ary; the desired |l evels of performance in these areas;
14| and the instructional and support services to be provided to
15| nmeet the desired | evels of performance. Schools shall also

16| provide for the frequent monitoring of the student's progress
17| in neeting the desired | evels of performance. District schoo
18| boards shall assist schools and teachers to inplenent

19| research-based reading activities that have been shown to be
20| successful in teaching reading to | ow perform ng students.

21| Renedial instruction provided during high school nay not be in
22| lieu of English and mat hematics credits required for

23| graduati on.

24 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
25| 1012.34, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

26 1012. 34 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

27 (3) The assessnment procedure for instructiona

28| personnel and school adm nistrators must be primarily based on
29| the performance of students assigned to their classroons or
30| schools, as appropriate. The procedures mnmust conply with, but
31| are not limted to, the follow ng requirenents:
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(a) An assessnment must be conducted for each enpl oyee
at | east once a year. The assessnent nust be based upon sound
educational principles and contenporary research in effective
educational practices. The assessnment must prinmarily use data
and indicators of inprovenent in student performnce assessed
annual ly as specified in s. 1008.22 and may consider results
of peer reviews in evaluating the enployee's perfornmance.
Student performance nust be neasured by state assessnents
requi red under s. 1008.22 and by | ocal assessnents for
subj ects and grade |l evels not neasured by the state assessnent
program The assessnent criteria nmust include, but are not
limted to, indicators that relate to the foll ow ng:

1. Performance of students.

2. Ability to maintain appropriate discipline.

3. Know edge of subject matter. The district schoo
board shall meke special provisions for evaluating teachers
who are assigned to teach out-of-field.

4. Ability to plan and deliver instruction, including

inpl enentation of the rigorous reading requirenent pursuant to

s. 1003.415, when applicable, and the use of technology in the

cl assroom

5. Ability to evaluate instructional needs.

6. Ability to establish and maintain a positive
col |l aborative relationship with students' famlies to increase
student achi evement.

7. Oher professional conpetencies, responsibilities,
and requirenents as established by rules of the State Board of
Educati on and policies of the district school board.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill CS for SB 0354

3

4| The Committee Substitute requires the Departnment of Education
to provide technical assistance for inplenmentation, allows

5| additional school staff to administer the personalized success
pl ans; pronotes m ni rum paperwork; requires personalized

6| success plans to be in place only until a student conpletes
ei ghth grade or earns a score of 3 or better on the reading

7| FCAT, i chever comes first; changes the study report due date
to Decenber 1, 2004; and requires students' personalized

8| success plans to be included in all individual student plans

9 requi red by I aw.
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