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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to options for accel erated high

3 school graduation; anmending s. 1003.429, F.S.

4 anmendi ng requirenents applicable to the

5 sel ection of such an accel erated option

6 anmendi ng required courses for the 3-year

7 standard col | ege preparatory prograny deleting

8 provi si ons authorizing a student to select a

9 3-year standard career preparatory progran

10 revising requirenments for grades that nust be

11 earned to participate in the accel erated

12 program providing for default to the standard

13 graduation requirenents in certain

14 ci rcunst ances; providing an effective date

15

16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, is

19| amended to read:
20 1003. 429 Accel erated high school graduation options.--
21 (1) Students who enter the 9th grade in the 2004-2005
22| school year Beginrirg—w-th—t+he 2003—2004——school—year—altt
23| students—schedutedtograduatei+n—2004 and thereafter may
24| select, upon receipt of each consent required by this section
25| one of the followi ng two three hi gh school graduation options:
26 (a) Conpletion of the general requirenments for high
27| school graduation pursuant to s. 1003.43; or
28 (b) Conpletion of a 3-year standard coll ege
29| preparatory programrequiring successful conpletion of a
30| mininmum of 18 acadenmic credits in grades 9 through 12. At
31| |least 6 of the 18 credits required for conpletion of this
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program nust be received in classes offered pursuant to the

| nt ernati onal Baccal aureate Program adni ni stered by the

I nternational Baccal aureate Office or the Advanced Pl acement

Program adm ni stered by the College Board. The 18 credits

required for conpletion of this program shall be prinmary

requi renents and shall be distributed as foll ows:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration
in conposition and literature;

2. Three credits in mathematics at the Algebra | |eve
or higher fromthe list of courses that qualify for state
uni versity adm ssion;

3. Three credits in natural science, two of which nust
have a | aboratory conponent;

4. Three credits in social sciences, including one

credit in Anerican history, one credit in world history,

one-half credit in Anerican governnent, and one-half credit in

econoni Cs;

5. Two credits in the same second | anguage unl ess the
student is a native speaker of or can otherw se denpbnstrate
conpetency in a | anguage ot her than English. If the student
denonstrates conpetency in another |anguage, the student may
repl ace the | anguage requirenment with two credits in other
academ c courses; and

6. Three credits in electives,—e+

Prior to selecting the programdescribed in this paragraph, a

student and the student's parent nust neet w th desi gnated

school personnel to receive an explanation of the relative

requi renents, advantages, and di sadvant ages of each program

option, and the student nust also receive the witten consent
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1| of the student's high school principal, high school guidance
2| counselor, and parent.
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21 (2) Beginning with the 2004- 2005 28632684 schoo

22| year, each district school board shall provide each student in
23| grades 6 through 9 42 and their parents with informtion

24| concerning the 3-year and 4-year high school graduation

25| options listed in subsection (1), including the respective
26| curriculumrequirenments for those options, so that wth

27| etrrewtumfor the students and their parents nay te sel ect
28| the program pestsecondary—education—or—career—ptan that best
29| fits their needs. The information nust eptiens—shalt include a
30| timefrane for achieving each graduation option. Any student
31| who selected an accel erated graduation programbefore July 1,
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2004, may continue that program and all statutory program

requi renents that were applicable when the student nmde the

program choice shall remain applicable to the student as |ong

as the student continues that program

(3) Selection of one of the graduation options listed

in subsection (1) nust be conpleted prior to the end of a

student's 9th-grade year and is exclusively up to the student

and parent, subject to the receipt of each consent required

from school personnel. Each district school board shal

establish policies for extending this deadline to the end of a

student's first senester of 10th grade for a student who

entered a Florida public school after the 9th grade upon

transfer froma private school or another state or who was

prevented from choosing a graduation option due to illness

during the 9th grade. If the student and parent fail to select

a graduation option, the student shall be considered to have
sel ected the general requirenments for high school graduation
pursuant to paragraph (1)(a).

(4) District school boards may shatk not establish
requi renents for the accel erated 3-year high school graduation
option eptiens in excess of the requirenments in paragraph
paragraphs (1) (b) and—H{e).

(5) Students pursuing the accel erated 3-year high
school graduation option eptiens pursuant to paragraph (1)(b)
er—paragraph—{BH{e)> are required to:

(a) Earn passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.
1008. 22(3)(c).

(b)1l. Achieve a cumul ative grade point average of 3.5
28 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required
for the bythe—ehesen accel erated 3-year standard coll ege
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preparatory program under hi-gh-sehosl—graduation—option
pursdant—te paragraph (1) (b); _and er—paragraph{H{e)—

2. Receive a grade no lower than a "B" or its

equi val ent, representing at least 3.0 points on a 4.0 scale,

in any course taken in connection with the accel erated 3-year

standard college preparatory program under paragraph (1)(b).

If any student participating in the accelerated 3-year

standard college preparatory program does not neet this

requi renent, the student shall be required to conplete the

general requirements for high school graduation pursuant to s.

1003. 43.

(6) A student who selects the accel erated 3-year

standard coll ege preparatory graduation program may change at

any tine to the 4-yvear programset forth in s. 1003.43.

(7) 1f, at the end of the 10th grade, a student i s not

on track to neet the course, testing, grade, or

ar ade- poi nt - average requirenents of the accel erated graduation

option, the student shall default to the standard 4-year

dr aduati on option.

(8) 66> A student who neets all requirenments prescribed
in subsections (1) and (5) shall be awarded a standard dipl oma
in a formprescribed by the State Board of Educati on.

(9) A student who seeks acadeni c_graduati on _honors

such as bei ng named val edictorian or _salutatorian of a high

school graduating class nust select the option set forth in

paragraph (1)(a) and conplete the general requirenents for

hi gh school graduation pursuant to s. 1003.43.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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