Florida Senate - 2004 SB 530
By Senator Celler

31-266- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to parole for juvenil es;
3 anmending s. 985.225, F.S.; providing that a
4 child younger than a specified age who is found
5 to have committed an of fense puni shabl e by
6 death or life inprisonnent is eligible for
7 parole if the child has not previously been
8 adj udi cated for certain offenses; requiring
9 that the child be incarcerated in a
10 yout hful -of fender facility for a m ni num peri od
11 before beconing eligible for parol e rel ease;
12 requiring that the Parole Comi ssion review a
13 child for release; requiring the conm ssion to
14 conduct an initial interviewwth the child;
15 providing that the child's case be periodically
16 reviewed thereafter for eligibility for parole
17 rel ease; providing that, if the child has not
18 been granted parole by the tine the child
19 reaches a specified age, the child nust be
20 transferred fromthe youthful -offender facility
21 to an appropriate adult facility; providing an
22 effective date;
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Present subsection (4) of section 985.225
27 | Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (5), and a new
28 | subsection (4) is added to that section, to read:
29 985.225 Indictrment of a juvenile.--
30 (4)(a) A child, 15 years of age or younger, who is
31| found to have conmitted an of fense puni shable by death or by
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life inprisonnent, is eligible for parole if the child has not

previously been adjudicated for a violation of:
1. Any offense specified in s. 775.084(1)(b)1.
2. Section 784.03, relating to battery;
3. Section 827.03, relating to child abuse; or

4, Section 828.12, relating to cruelty to ani nals.

(b) The child nust be incarcerated in a facility for

yout hful offenders for a mininumof 8 years before beconi ng

eligible for parole rel ease

(c) The Parole Commission shall reviewthe child for

rel ease under s. 947.16; however, the conm ssion shall conduct

an interviewwith the child within 8 nonths after the initial

date of confinenment in execution of the judgnent. Thereafter

the child' s case shall be reviewed every 2 years for

eligibility for parole release. If the child has not been

granted parole by the tine the child reaches 25 years of age,

the child nust be transferred fromthe facility for youthfu

of fenders to an appropriate facility for adults.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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SENATE SUMVARY
Provides that a child, 15 %ears of age or ounger who

commts an offense puni shabl e by death or fe
imprisonnent is eligible for parole if he or she has no
revious violation of certaln speci fi ed of fenses.
equires that the child. be |ncarcerated |n a
out hf ul - of f ender faC|I|t¥ for a m ni mum of ears
efore becomng eligible for parole reIease equi res
that the Parolé Conmm ssion review a child for rel ease.
equi res the comm ssion to conduct an interview with the
child wwthin 8 nonths after the initial date of
conf i nenent, and every 2 Years thereafter, for
eligbility fo parole rel ease. Provides that, if the
chiI'd has hot been ranted parole by the tine the child
reaches the age of , he or she nmust be tra sferred from
%he oythful-offender facility to an appropriate adult
acility
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