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By Senator Lynn

7-683- 04 See HB

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pugilistic contests and

3 exhibitions; providing a short title; anending
4 s. 548.002, F.S.; defining the term "amateur

5 sanctioni ng organi zation"; revising certain

6 definitions to apply themto both amateur and
7 prof essi onal participants; anending s. 548. 003,
8 F.S.; providing the Florida State Boxing

9 Conmi ssion the responsibility for, and the

10 authority to adopt rules relating to, the

11 approval of amateur sanctioning organizations
12 for amateur boxing and ki ckboxi ng natches hel d
13 in the state; anending s. 548.006, F.S.

14 limting required certification of

15 conpetitiveness of mxed nmartial arts and

16 ki ckboxi ng mat ches to professional natches;

17 expandi ng power of the conmm ssion to contro

18 pugilistic contests and exhibitions to include
19 exclusive jurisdiction over the approval of
20 amat eur sanctioni ng organi zati ons for amateur
21 boxi ng and ki ckboxi ng mat ches; specifying
22 requi renments for the hol ding of professiona
23 and amateur matches; creating s. 548. 0065,
24 F.S.; prohibiting certain anateur natches
25 except under certain circunstances; prohibiting
26 approval of amateur sanctioning organizations
27 not neeting and enforcing certain health and
28 safety standards and not neeting certain other
29 background, training, and experience
30 requi renments; providing for periodic checks for
31 conpliance with enforcenent and supervi sion

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2004 SB 538
7-683-04 See HB

requi renments; requiring biennial or sooner, if
necessary, sanctioning review, providing for
conti nuation, suspension, or revocation of
sanctioni ng approval pursuant to such review
anending s. 548.008, F.S.; prohibiting the
hol di ng of certain amateur matches not
sanctioned and supervi sed by an amat eur
sanctioni ng organi zati on approved by the

conmmi ssion; prohibiting the holding of amateur
m xed nmartial arts matches; prohibiting the
hol di ng of professional matches not neeting the
requi rements of ch. 548, F.S., and rules
adopted by the comi ssion; providing penalties
for participating in or holding, pronoting, or
sponsoring a prohibited nmatch; deleting
provisions relating to professional or amateur
t oughnman or badnman conpetitions; repealing s.
548.007, F.S., relating to applicability of ch
548, F.S., to amateur matches and certai n ot her
mat ches or events; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Stacy Young

Act."

Section 2. Section 548.002, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

548.002 Definitions.--As used in this chapter aet, the
term

(1) "Amateur" neans a person who has never received
nor conpeted for any purse or other article of value, either
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for the expenses of training or for participating in a natch
other than a prize of $50 in value or |ess.
(2) "Amateur sanctioning organi zati on" neans any

busi ness entity organi zed for sanctioni ng and supervi sing

nmat ches i nvol vi ng anat eurs.

(3) 2y "Boxing" neans to conpete with the fists.

(4) 3y "Commi ssion" neans the Florida State Boxing
Conmi ssi on.

(5) t4)y "Concessionaire" means any person or business
entity not licensed as a pronoter which receives revenues or
ot her conpensation fromthe sale of tickets or fromthe sale
of souvenirs, prograns, broadcast rights, or any other
concessions in conjunction with the pronotion of a match

(6) 5y "Contest” neans a boxi ng, kickboxing, or m xed
martial arts engagenent in which persons participating the

pattieipants strive earnestly to win using, but not
necessarily being limted to, strikes and blows to the head.

(7)¢t6) "Departnment” neans the Department of Business
and Prof essional Regul ation

(8) A "Exhibition" neans a boxing, kickboxing, or
m xed nartial arts engagenent in which persons participating

the—partieirpants show or display their skill without

necessarily striving to win using, but not necessarily being

l[imted to, strikes and blows to the head.

(9) £8) "Foreign copronoter” nmeans a pronoter who has
no place of business within this state.

(10) £9) "Judge" neans a person who has a vote in
determ ning the wi nner of any contest.

(11) £36) "Ki ckboxi ng" neans to conpete with the fists,
feet, legs, or any conbination thereof, and includes
"punchki ck" and other sinilar conpetitions.
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(12) - "Manager" neans any person who, directly or

indirectly, controls or adm nisters the boxing, kickboxing, or
m xed nartial arts affairs of any participant.

(13) (¥2) "Match" neans any contest or exhibition.

(14) 33y "Matchmaker"” neans a person who brings
t oget her professionals or arranges nmatches for professionals.

(15) 34> "M xed martial arts" neans unarned conbat
i nvolving the use, subject to any applicable limtations set
forth in this chapter, of a conbination of techniques from
different disciplines of the martial arts, including, but not
limted to, grappling, kicking, and striking.

(16) £15) "Participant” means a professional conpeting
in a boxing, kickboxing, or mixed martial arts match

(17) £36) "Physician" neans an individual |icensed to
practice nedicine and surgery in this state.

(18) t+#) "Professional™ nmeans a person who has
received or conpeted for any purse or other article of a value
greater than $50, either for the expenses of training or for
participating in any nmatch

(19) (38) "Pronoter" neans any person, and includes any
of ficer, director, enployee, or stockhol der of a corporate
pronmoter, who produces, arranges, or stages any natch
i nvol ving a professional

(20) 19y "Purse" neans the financial guarantee or
ot her remuneration for which a professional is participating
in a match and i ncludes the professional's share of any
payment received for radi o broadcasting, television, and
notion picture rights.

(21) £26) "Second” or "cornerman” means a person who
assists the match partici pant between rounds and nai ntains the
corner of the participant during the nmatch
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1 (22) 24 "Secretary" neans the Secretary of Business

2 | and Professional Regul ation

3 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 548.003, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 548.003 Florida State Boxing Conm ssion. --

6 (2) The Florida State Boxi ng Commi ssion, as created by
7 | subsection (1), shall administer the provisions of this

8 | chapter. The conmi ssion has authority to adopt rules pursuant
9] to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the provisions of

10| this chapter and to i npl enent each of the duties and

11 | responsibilities conferred upon the conmm ssion, including, but
12| not linmited to:

13 (a) Devel opnent of an ethical code of conduct for

14 | conmi ssioners, conm ssion staff, and conmission officials.:
15 (b) Facility and safety requirenents relating to the
16 | ring, floor plan and apron seating, energency nedica

17 | equi prent and services, and ot her equi pnent and services

18 | necessary for the conduct of a program of matches. ;-

19 (c) Requirenents regarding a participant's apparel
20 | bandages, handwraps, gl oves, nout hpi ece, and appearance during
21| a match. -
22 (d) Requirenents relating to a nmanager's
23 | participation, presence, and conduct during a match. ;-
24 (e) Duties and responsibilities of all |icensees under
25| this chapter. ;-
26 (f) Procedures for hearings and resol ution of
27 | di sputes. -
28 (g) Qualifications for appointnent of referees and
29 | judges. -
30 (h) Qualifications for and appoi nt nent of chief
31| inspectors and inspectors and duties and responsibilities of
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1| chief inspectors and inspectors with respect to oversight and
2 | coordination of activities for each program of nmatches

3| regul ated under this chapter. s

4 (i) Designation and duties of a knockdown tinekeeper. ;-
5| and

6 (j) Setting fee and rei nmbursenent schedul es for

7| referees and other officials appointed by the conmmi ssion or

8| the representative of the comm ssion

9 (k) Establishnment of criteria for approval,

10 | di sapproval, suspension of approval, and revocation of

11 | approval of ammateur sanctioning organi zations for amateur

12 | boxi ng and ki ckboxi ng matches held in this state, including,
13| but not limted to, the health and safety standards the

14 | organi zati ons use before, during, and after the nmatches to

15| ensure the health, safety, and well-being of the amateurs

16 | participating in the matches, including the qualifications and
17 | nunbers of health care personnel required to be present, the
18 | qualifications required for referees, and other requirenents
19| relating to the health, safety, and well-being of the amateurs
20 | participating in the natches.
21 Section 4. Section 548.006, Florida Statutes, is
22 | anended to read:
23 548. 006 Power of conmission to control professiona
24 | and amateur pugilistic contests and exhibitions; certification
25| of conpetitiveness of professional nmixed nmartial arts and
26 | ki ckboxi ng mat ches. - -
27 (1) The commission has exclusive jurisdiction over
28 | every match held within the state which involves a
29 | prof essi onal
30 (2) As to professional mxed nmartial arts and
31| kickboxing, until a central repository of match records for
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each exists and is approved by the conm ssion, the natchnmaker
shall certify as to the conpetitiveness of each nmatch
(3) The commission has exclusive jurisdiction over

approval , di sapproval, suspension of approval, and revocation

of approval of all anmmateur sanctioni ng organi zati ons for

amat eur boxi ng and ki ckboxi ng matches held in this state.

(4) 3 Professional and anmat eur matches shall be held

in accordance with this chapter and the rul es adopted by the
conmi ssi on.

Section 5. Section 548.0065, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

548. 0065 Amateur natches; sanctioning and supervision

heal th and safety standards; conpliance checks; continuation

suspensi on, and revocation of sanctioning approval. --

(1) No nmatch involving anmateurs which utilizes, but is

not necessarily limted to, strikes or blows to the head may

be held in this state unless it is sanctioned and supervi sed

by an amateur sanctioni ng organi zati on approved by the

conm ssion. An approved anmat eur sanctioni ng organi zati on may

only sanction and supervise the contests or exhibitions in the

particul ar sport or sports for which it has expertise and for

which it is approved by the conm ssion

(2) The commission nmay not approve any anateur

sancti oni ng organi zati on for boxing whose health and safety

standards are |l ess stringent than those of USA Boxing and for

ki ckboxi ng whose health and safety standards are | ess

stringent than those of the International Sport Kickboxing

Associ ati on.

(3) The commi ssion nay not approve any anateur

sanctioni ng organi zation unless it has adopted and agreed to

enforce a defined set of standards that applies to all matches
7
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which will adequately protect the health and safety of the

amateurs participating in the matches and the public and can

adequately denonstrate to the satisfaction of the conm ssion

that the principals of the organi zati on have sufficient

background, training, and experience in sanctioning and

supervi sing matches for which the organi zation i s approved.

(4) Periodic conpliance checks may be perfornmed by a

representative of the comm ssion designated by the executive

director in order to ensure enforcenent of approved health and

safety standards and supervision of matches by the approved

amat eur sanctioni ng organi zati on

(5) Notwithstandi ng any provision of chapter 120, any

menber of the conm ssion or the executive director of the

conm ssion may, upon her or his own notion or upon the

verified witten conpl aint of any person chargi ng the approved

amat eur sanctioning organi zation with failure to supervise the

amat eur matches or to enforce the approved health and safety

standards required under this chapter, suspend the approval of

t he organi zation to sancti on and supervi se amat eur natches.

The commi ssion shall hold a hearing within 10 days after the

date on which the approval is suspended.

(6) The commission shall review its approval of the

amat eur sanctioning organi zation at |east biennially, or

sooner if determ ned necessary based upon the periodic

conpl i ance checks or conplaints to the comm ssion, to

determ ne continuation of approval. The commi ssi on may

conti nue approval or may suspend or revoke approval based upon

conpliance of the organization with the approved sancti oni ng

standards and its ability to supervise nmatches in the state.
Section 6. Section 548.008, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
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1 548. 008 TFoughtran—ant—badran—conpeti-tion Prohi bited

2 | conpetitions.--

3 (1) No match involving anateurs which utilizes, but is
4] not necessarily limted to, strikes or blows to the head may
5] be held in this state unless it is sanctioned and supervi sed
6 | by an amat eur sanctioni ng organi zati on approved by the

7 | comi ssion as required by this chapter

8 (2) No amateur mxed martial arts match may be held in
9|this state.

10 (3) No professional match nmay be held in this state

11 ) unless it neets the requirenents for holding the match as

12 | provided in this chapter and the rul es adopted by the

13 | conmi ssi on.

22 (4) (a) {2y Any person participating in a match

23 | prohi bited under this section, knowing the match to be

24 | prohi bited, conmts er——prempting—a professtonal—or—anateur
25 | toughman—or—batdran—rmatech—+s—guitty—of a m sdeneanor of the
26 | second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
27 | 775. 083.

28 (b) Any person hol ding, pronoting, or sponsoring a
29 | match prohibited under this section commits a felony of the
30| third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

31| 775.083, or s. 775.084.
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Section 7. Section 548.007, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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