F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HM 0541 2004
1 House Menori al
2 A nmenorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
3 Congress to support the Medicare Prescription Drug Savi ngs
4 Act of 2003.
5
6 WHEREAS, prescription drug prices have risen between 14 and
7| 19 percent during the past 4 years, which is five tinmes the rate
8| of inflation, and
9 VWHEREAS, the value of the prescription drug benefit
10| authorized under the Medicare Prescription Drug, |nprovenent,
11| and Moderni zation Act of 2003 recently passed by Congress wil |l
12| dimnish each year if such inflationary trend continues, and
13 WHEREAS, such federal act prohibits Medicare officials from
14| negotiating directly with pharnaceutical conpanies for | ower
15| prices, and
16 WHEREAS, the United States Departnent of Defense, the
17| Veterans Health Adm nistration, and the Indian Health Service
18| have achi eved great savings through negotiation wth
19| pharmaceutical conpanies, and
20 WHEREAS, negoti ation and conpetition with respect to
21| prescription drug prices is in the best interest of Floridians
22| on Medicare, and
23 WHEREAS, the Medicare Prescription Drug Savings Act of 2003
24| anends the recently passed Medicare Prescription Drug,
25| I nprovenent, and Modernization Act of 2003 to allow direct
26| negotiation of prescription drug prices with pharnmaceuti cal
27| conpani es, NON THEREFORE,
28
29| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
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31 That the Congress of the United States is urged to pass the
32| Medicare Prescription Drug Savi ngs Act of 20083.
33 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be

34| dispatched to the President of the United States, to the
35| President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
36| United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of

37| the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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