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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT I

HB 0549 2004
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to educational choice prograns; creating
s. 1002.395, F.S.; establishing the K-12 G Bill Program
to provide educational options for dependents of Florida's
veterans and active mlitary personnel; providing that a
student may attend a public school in the school district
ot her than the one to which assigned; providing that a
student may receive a K-12 G Bill to attend a public
school in an adjacent school district or to attend a
private school; providing K-12 G Bill eligibility

requi renents; providing school district and Departnent of
Educati on obligations; providing private school
eligibility requirenents; providing obligations of

fam |lies choosing the private school option; providing for
t he amount, funding, and paynent of a K-12 G Bill;
exenpting the state fromliability; authorizing State
Board of Education rules; anmending s. 1002.20, F.S.,
relating to student and parent rights to educati onal

choice, to conform providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002.395 K-12 G Bill Program--

(1) PURPCSE.--The purpose of this section is to:

(a) Recogni ze, honor, and reward the courage and

sacrifices nade by Florida's veterans and active mlitary

personnel and their famlies.

(b) Expand educati onal opportunities for children who are
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HB 0549 2004
dependents of veterans and active mlitary personnel.

(c) Provide a new benefit to Florida' s veterans and active

mlitary personnel by giving themthe option to choose their

chil dren's educati on.
(2) THE K-12 G BILL PROGRAM --The K-12 G Bill Programis

established as a benefit to Florida's veterans and active

mlitary personnel that provides the option for their dependents

to attend a public school in the school district other than the

one to which assigned, to receive a K-12 QG Bill to attend a

public school in an adjacent school district, or to receive a K-

12 4 Bill to attend a private school of their choice.
(3) K-12 G BILL ELIGBILITY.--The parent of a public
school student who is a dependent of a Florida veteran or active

mlitary personnel nay request and receive fromthe state a K-12

@ Bill for the child to enroll in and attend a private schoo

in accordance with this section if:

(a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al

assi gnnent, the student has spent the prior school year in

attendance at a Florida public school. Prior school year in

att endance neans that the student was enrolled and reported by a

school district for funding during the precedi ng Cct ober and

February Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program surveys in

ki ndergarten through grade 12.
(b) The parent has notified the school district that the
student is a dependent of a Florida veteran or active mlitary

personnel , has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion of the student

to a private school that is eligible for the program under

subsection (5), and has notified the school district of the

request for a K-12 G Bill at |east 60 days prior to the date of

the first K-12 G Bill paynent. The parental notification nust
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HB 0549 2004
be through a conmuni cation directly to the district or through

t he Departnent of Education to the district in a nmanner that

creates a witten or electronic record of the notification and

the date of receipt of the notification.

This section does not apply to a student who is enrolled in a

school operating for the purpose of providing educati onal

services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice comm tnent

prograns. For purposes of continuity of educational choice, the

K-12 d Bill shall remain in force until the student returns to

a public school or graduates from high school. However, at any

tine, the student's parent nay renove the student fromthe

private school and place the student in another private school

that is eligible to provide educational opportunities for

students whose fanmlies opt to use a K-12 @ Bill under

subsection (5) or in a public school as provided in subsection
(4).

(4) SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
OBLI GATI ONS. - -

(a) A school district shall tinmely notify the parent of

each student who the school district has know edge is a

dependent of a Florida veteran or active mlitary personnel of

all options avail able pursuant to this section and offer that

student's parent an opportunity to enroll the student in another

public school within the district. The parent is not required to

accept this offer in lieu of requesting a K-12 @ Bill for the

student to attend a public school in an adjacent school district

or to attend a private school. However, if the parent chooses to

enroll the student in another public school within the district,

the student may continue attending the public school chosen by
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HB 0549 2004
the parent until the student graduates from hi gh school. If the

parent chooses a public school consistent with the district

school board's choice plan under s. 1002.31, the school district

shal |l provide transportation to the public school sel ected by

t he parent. The parent is responsible to provide transportation

to a public school chosen that is not consistent with the

district school board's choice plan under s. 1002. 31.

(b) If the parent chooses the private school option and

the student is accepted by the private school pending the

availability of a space for the student, the parent of the

student nust notify the school district at | east 60 days pri or
to the date of the first K-12 G Bill paynent and before the
student enters the private school in order to be eligible for

the K-12 3 Bill when a space becones avail able for the student

in the private school.

(c) The parent of a student may choose, as an alternative,

to enroll the student in and transport the student to a public

school in an adjacent school district that has avail abl e space,

and that school district shall accept the student and report the

student for purposes of the district's funding pursuant to the

Fl ori da Educati on Fi nhance Program

(d) For a student in the school district who partici pates

inthe K12 G Bill Program whose parent requests that the

student take the statew de assessnents under s. 1008. 22, the

district shall provide locations and tines to take all statew de

assessnents.

(e) A school district nmust notify the Departnent of

Education within 10 days after it receives notification of a

parent's intent to apply for a student to receive a K-12 d
Bill.
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HB 0549 2004
(5) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIABILITY.--To be eligible to provide

educational opportunities for students whose famlies opt to use

a K12 d Bill, a private school nust be a Florida private

school, may be sectarian or nonsectarian, and nust:

(a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation for

2 school years or file with the Departnent of Education a surety

bond or letter of credit for the anount equal to the K-12 G

Bill funds for each quarter.
(b) Notify the Departnent of Education of its intent to
provi de educational opportunities for students whose fam lies

opt to use a K-12 d Bill. The notice nmust specify the grade

| evel s and services that the private school has avail able for

students attending on a K-12 3 Bill.

(c) Conply with the antidiscrimnation provisions of 42
U.S.C. s. 2000d.

(d) Meet state and |ocal health and safety | aws and codes.

(e) Be academ cally accountable to the parent for neeting

t he educati onal needs of the student.
(f) Enploy or contract with teachers who hold
baccal aureate or hi gher degrees, have at |east 3 years of

t eachi ng experience in public or private schools, or have

special skills, know edge, or expertise that qualifies themto

provide instruction in subjects taught.

(g0 Conply with all state laws relating to genera

regul ation of private school s.

(h) Adhere to the tenets of its published disciplinary

procedures prior to the expul sion of a student attending the
school on a K12 d Bill.
(6) OBLIGATION OF FAM LIES OPTING TO USE A K-12 d BILL.--
(a) A parent who applies for a K-12 G Bill to enable his
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HB 0549 2004
or her child to attend a private school is exercising his or her

parental option to place his or her child in a private school.

The parent nust select the private school and apply for the

adm ssion of his or her child.

(b) The parent nust have requested the K-12 3 Bill at
| east 60 days prior to the date of the first K12 G Bill

paynent .
(c) Any student attending a private school on a K-12 @

Bill nmust renmain in attendance throughout the school year,

unl ess excused by the school for illness or other good cause,

and nust conply fully with the school's code of conduct.

(d) The parent of each student attending a private school

on a K12 G Bill nust conply fully with the private school's

parental involvenent requirenents unl ess excused by the school

for illness or other good cause.

(e) |If the parent requests that the student attending a

private school on a K-12 G Bill take all statew de assessnents

requi red pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for

transporting the student to the assessnent site designated by

the school district.

(f) Upon receipt of a K12 3Q Bill warrant, the parent to

whom the warrant is made nust restrictively endorse the warrant

to the private school for deposit into the account of the

private school

(g) Any failure to conply with this subsection results in
forfeit of the K12 d Bill.

(7) K-12 3 BILL FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

(a) The amount of a K-12 3 Bill provided to any child for

any single school year shall not exceed the foll ow ng annual

[imts:
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1. Three thousand six hundred dollars or the anpunt of

tuition and fees, whichever is less, for a K12 3 Bill awarded

to a student enrolled in an eligible private school.

2. Five hundred dollars, or the anpbunt of transportation

expenses, whichever is less, for a K12 G Bill awarded to a

student enrolled in a Florida public school that is | ocated

outside the school district in which the student resi des.

(b) If a participating private school requires parti al

paynent of tuition prior to the start of the academ c year to

reserve space for students admtted to the school, that partia

paynent may be paid by the Departnent of Education prior to the

first quarterly paynent of the year in which the K-12 @ Bill is

awarded, up to a maxi num of $1, 000, and deducted from subsequent

K-12 G Bill paynents. If a student decides not to attend the

participating private school, the partial reservati on paynment

nmust be returned to the Departnent of Education by the

participating private school. There is a linmt of one

reservation paynent per student per year.

(c) The school district shall report all students who are

attending a private school on a K-12 3 Bill. The students

attendi ng private schools on K-12 3 Bills shall be reported

separately fromother students reported for purposes of the

Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program

(d) Followi ng notification on July 1, Septenber 1,

Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of students attending

private schools on K-12 3 Bills, the Departnent of Education

shall transfer, from General Revenue funds only, the amount of

the K-12 G Bills fromthe school district's total funding

entitlenent under the Florida Education Finance Programto a

separate account for the K-12 G Bills for quarterly
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Departnment of Education nust receive all docunentation required

for the student's K-12 @ Bill, including the private school's

and student's fee schedules, at | east 30 days before the first

quarterly K-12 G Bill paynent is made for the student. The

Departnent of Education may not nmke any retroactive paynments.

(e) Upon proper docunentation reviewed and approved by the

Departnent of Education, the Chief Financial Oficer shall make

K-12 G Bill paynents in four equal anpbunts no |later than
Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 15 of each
academ c year in which the K-12 GQ Bill is in force. The initial

paynent for attendance at a private school shall be nade after

Departnent of Education verification of adn ssion acceptance,

and subsequent paynents shall be made upon verification of

conti nued enrol Il nent and attendance at the private school.

Paynment nust be by individual warrant nmade payable to the

student's parent and nmiled by the Departnent of Education to

the private school of the parent's choice, and the parent shal

restrictively endorse the warrant to the private school for

deposit into the account of the private school.

(8 LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part of
the state based on the award or use of a K-12 G Bill.

(9) RULES.--The State Board of Educati on nay adopt rul es
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister this

section. However, the inclusion of eligible private schools

wthin options available to Florida public school students does

not expand the requlatory authority of the state, its officers,

or any school district to inpose any additional requlation of

private schools beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce
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requi renents expressly set forth in this section.

Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (6) of
section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002. 20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of public
school students nust receive accurate and tinely information
regarding their child s academ c progress and nmust be infornmed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K- 12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

(a) Public school choices.--Parents of public school
students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
applicable to their students and are available to students in
their school districts. These options may include controlled
open enrollnment, |ab schools, charter schools, charter technica
career centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special
prograns, advanced placenent, dual enrollnment, I|nternational
Baccal aureate, early adm ssions, credit by exam nation or
denonstration of conpetency, the New Wrld School of the Arts,
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida
Virtual School. These options may al so i nclude the public school
choi ce options of the OCpportunity Schol arship Program and the
McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program and
the K-12 G Bill Program

(b) Private school choices.--Parents of public schoo

students may seek private school choice options under certain
pr ogr ans.
1. Under the Opportunity Schol arship Program the parent

of a student in a failing public school may request and receive
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an opportunity scholarship for the student to attend a private

school in accordance with the provisions of s. 1002. 38.

2. Under the McKay Schol arships for Students with
Disabilities Program the parent of a public school student with
a disability who is dissatisfied wwth the student's progress my
request and receive a MKay Schol arship for the student to
attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of s.
1002. 39.

3. Under the K-12 3 Bill Program the parent of a public

school student who is a dependent of a Florida veteran or active

mlitary personnel nay request and receive a K-12 3 Bill for

the student to attend a private school in accordance with the

provisions of s. 1002. 395.

4.3~ Under the corporate inconme tax credit schol arship
program the parent of a student who qualifies for free or
reduced-price school |lunch nay seek a schol arship from an
el i gible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation in
accordance with the provisions of s. 220.187.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.

Page 10 of 10

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




