Florida Senate - 2004 SB 554

By Senat or Dawson

29-582- 04
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to funeral vehicle |ights;
3 anmending s. 316.2397, F.S.; authorizing
4 vehi cl es used by funeral hones or the clergy to
5 di splay flashing purple lights while in a
6 funeral procession; providing an effective
7 dat e.
8
9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 316.2397, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:
13 316. 2397 Certain |ights prohibited; exceptions.--
14 (3)(a) Vehicles of the fire departnent and fire
15| patrol, including vehicles of volunteer firefighters as
16 | permitted under s. 316.2398, vehicles of nedical staff
17 | physicians or technicians of nedical facilities |icensed by
18 | the state as authori zed under s. 316.2398, anbul ances as
19 | aut hori zed under this chapter, and buses and taxi cabs as
20 | authori zed under s. 316.2399 are permitted to show or display
21| red lights. Vehicles of the fire departnent, fire patrol
22 | police vehicles, and such anbul ances and energency vehi cl es of
23 | muni ci pal and county departnents, public service corporations
24 | operated by private corporations, the Departnent of
25| Environnmental Protection, the Departnent of Transportation,
26 | and the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services as are
27 | designated or authorized by their respective departnment or the
28 | chief of police of an incorporated city or any sheriff of any
29 | county are hereby authorized to operate energency |lights and
30| sirens in an energency.
31
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(b) Weckers, nosquito control fog and spray vehicles,
and energency vehicles of governnental departnents or public
service corporations may show or display anber |ights when in
actual operation or when a hazard exists provided they are not
used going to and fromthe scene of operation or hazard
Wi t hout specific authorization of a |aw enforcenent officer or
| aw enforcenent agency. Weckers nay use anber rotating or
flashing lights while perforning recoveries and | oading on the
roadsi de day or night, and while towing a vehicle on whee
lifts, slings, or under reach only if the operator of the
wr ecker deens such |ights necessary. A flathbed, car carrier,
or roll back may not use anber rotating or flashing |ights when
hauling a vehicle on the bed unless it creates a hazard to
ot her notorists because of protruding objects. Further, escort
vehicles will be pernmitted to show or display anber |ights
when in the actual process of escorting overdi nensi oned
equi pnent, material, or buildings as authorized by | aw
Vehi cl es of private watch, guard, or patrol agencies |licensed
pursuant to chapter 493 may show or display anber lights while
patrol ling condom nium cooperative, and private residential
and busi ness comunities by which enpl oyed and which traverse
public streets or highways.

(c) Vehicles used by funeral hones or nenbers of the

clergy may show or display purple flashing lights while in a

funeral procession.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes vehicles used by funeral hones or the clergy
to display flashing purple’lights while in a funera
processi on.
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