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1 Senate Joint Resol uti on No.

2 A joint resolution proposing anendnents to

3 Section 1 of Article VIl and Section 21 of

4 Article XIl of the State Constitution relating

5 toalinmtation on state appropriations.

6

7| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

8

9 That the anendnents to Section 1 of Article VII and
10 | Section 21 of Article XIl of the State Constitution set forth
11 | below are agreed to and shall be subnmitted to the electors of
12 | this state for approval or rejection at the next genera

13| election or at an earlier special election specifically

14 | aut hori zed by law for that purpose:

15 ARTI CLE VI |

16 FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON

17 SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state expenses;
18 | state appropriations revende lintation.--

19 (a) No tax shall be | evied except in pursuance of |aw.
20| No state ad valoremtaxes shall be | evied upon real estate or
21| tangi bl e personal property. Al other forms of taxation shal
22 | be preenpted to the state except as provided by general |aw.
23 (b) Mbdtor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers,
24 | trail er coaches and nobile hones, as defined by |aw, shall be
25| subject to a license tax for their operation in the anpunts
26 | and for the purposes prescribed by |aw, but shall not be
27 | subject to ad val oremt axes.
28 (c) No noney shall be drawn fromthe treasury except
29 | in pursuance of appropriation nade by | aw.
30
31
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(d) Provision shall be nmade by law for raising

sufficient revenue to defray the expenses of the state for

each fiscal period.
(e)(1) State appropriations for any fiscal year shal

be limted to state appropriations for the i mediately

preceding fiscal year plus an adjustnent for growh. For

pur poses of calcul ating such state appropriations linitation

"state appropriations" shall not include any portion of state

appropriations spent or to be spent fromrecei pt of federa

funds.
(2) The "adjustnent for growth" shall be an anpunt

expressed as a percentage equal to the average annual rate of

growt h in nedi an household incone in Florida over the nost

recent five years. Median household incone in Florida shal
be that established and published by the United States
Departnent of Commerce or its successor. State appropriations

for the inmedi ately preceding fiscal year shall be nultiplied

by the growth percentage and that product added to the

i medi ately preceding fiscal year's state appropriations to

establish the state appropriations linmtation for the fisca

year. The state appropriations linmtation established under

this subsection is calculated by the foll ow ng forml a:

SAL = (SAPFY x MH GR% + SAPFY

Wher e:
SAL = state appropriations linitation

SAPFY = state appropriations for the i mediately

precedi ng fiscal year.

WHI GR% = nedi an househol d i ncone growth rate

per cent age, averaged over the npbst recent five years.
2
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(3) State revenues collected for any fiscal year in

excess of the state appropriations linmtation shall be

transferred to the budget stabilization fund until the fund

reaches t he nmaxi mum bal ance specified in Section 19(g) of

Article Il and thereafter shall be refunded to taxpayers as

provided by general |aw. For purposes of this paragraph

"state revenues" includes general revenue and trust fund

recei pts, but does not include federal fund receipts.

(4) The state appropriations limtation required by

this subsection shall not apply in any fiscal year in which

the governor declares a state financial energency because of a

war, a natural catastrophe, an econoni c depression, or any

event of simlar magnitude. However, the |egislature nust

agree by a three-fourths vote of the nenbershi p of each house

in a separate bill that contains no other subject to suspend

the state appropriations limtation for that year. Exeept—as
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1 | transfers—oef—responsibitty—for—thefundingof—governnental
2 | funeti-ons—between—the—state—andother—tevets—of—government—
3 | The+tegistature—shal—bygeneral—taw—presecribeprocedures
4 | nrecessary—to—atmnister—this—subseetion—

5 ARTI CLE XI |

6 SCHEDULE

7 SECTION 21. State appropriations revente

8| limtation.--The amendnent to Section 1 of Article VI

9] limting state appropriations, if adopted at the genera

10| el ection in Novenber 2004, reventes shall take effect January
11 ] 1, 2005 1995, and shall first be applicable to state fisca
12 | year 2005- 2006 1995-1996.

13 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
14 | pl aced on the ball ot:

15 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMVENT

16 ARTI CLE VI, SECTION 1

17 ARTI CLE XI'l, SECTION 21

18 LI M TATI ON ON STATE APPROPRI ATI ONS. - - Pr oposi ng

19 | arendnents to the State Constitution to replace the state

20| revenue linmtation with an appropriations linmitation that

21| limts state appropriations for any fiscal year to state

22 | appropriations for the inmmedi ately preceding fiscal year plus
23| a growth adjustnent; basing the growth adjustnent on nedian
24 | household incone in Florida rather than on the aggregate

25 | personal inconme of Floridians; continuing the transfer of

26 | excess revenues to the Budget Stabilization Fund, until fully
27 | funded, and refund of the rest to taxpayers pursuant to

28 | general law, and suspending the limtation in fiscal years of
29 | maj or financial energency declared by the Governor and

30 | approved by the Legislature by a three-fourths vote of the
31
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nmenber shi p of each house of the state legislature in a
separate bill containing no other subject.
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