F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0677 2004
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
3 Students with Disabilities Program anmending s. 1002. 39,
4 F.S.; requiring private schools that desire eligibility to
5 participate in the John M MKay Schol arships for Students
6 with Disabilities Programto denonstrate previous
7 experience in providing educational services to students
8 with disabilities, to provide the | egal business nane for
9 each business in which the private school has been
10 i nvol ved, to provide certain information about the private
11 school, its directors, officers, owners, and general
12 partners, and to enploy or contract with teachers who are
13 certified in certain areas; providing an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (f) of subsection (4) of
18| section 1002.39, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
19 1002.39 The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
20| Disabilities Program--There is established a programthat is
21| separate and distinct fromthe Qpportunity Schol arshi p Program
22| and is naned the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
23| Disabilities Program pursuant to this section.
24 (4) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--To be eligible to
25| participate in the John M MKay Schol arships for Students with
26| Disabilities Program a private school nust be a Florida private
27| school, may be sectarian or nonsectarian, and nust:
28 (a)l. Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation
29| for 1 school year or provide the Departnment of Education with a
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30| statement by a certified public accountant confirm ng that the

31| private school desiring to participate is insured and the owner
32| or owners have sufficient capital or credit to operate the

33| school for the upcom ng year serving the nunber of students

34| anticipated with expected revenues fromtuition and ot her

35| sources that may be reasonably expected. In lieu of such a

36| statenment, a surety bond or letter of credit for the anmount

37| equal to the scholarship funds for any quarter nay be filed with
38| the departnent.

39 2.a. Denonstrate, based on an affidavit verified by an

40| attorney, previous experience for a period of not less than 1

41| vyear as a private school engaged in providing educati on and

42| services to students with disabilities, as defined in subsection

43| (1), by each grade |evel

44 b. Provide, for each business engaged in by the private

45| school during the previous 2 years, the |egal business nane, the

46| nmailing address, and business | ocations and provide the full

47| nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of its owners or

48| corporate officers and directors and the Florida agent of the

49| corporation; and

50 c. Provide information as to whether the private school or

51| any of its directors, officers, owners, or general partners:

52 (1) Has been convicted of a crine involving fraud or

53| dishonest dealing; or

54 (Il Has not satisfied any fine or penalty arising out of

55| any administrative or civil enforcenent action brought by any

56| governnmental agency or private person based upon conduct

57| involving fraud or di shonest dealing.
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58 (f) Beginning in the 2004- 2005 school year, enploy or
59| contract with teachers who are certified for the grade | evel,
60| each subject area, the exceptional student education program
61| and each exceptionality in which the teachers provide
62| instruction to a recipient of a John M MKay Schol arshi p held
63| baccalaureate or higher degrees—or have at least 3 yearsof
64 hi : . bl . hooks. I
65 Cal_skitls| Ledge. . I it I
66 de : : bi ht
67 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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