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CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Health Care reconmends the foll ow ng:

Committee Substitute
Renmove the entire bill and insert:
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to self-pay patients; providing
hospitals to devel op and make avail abl e two paynent

al | owance prograns for qualified self-pay patients;

for such prograns; providing exceptions; prohibiting
hospitals from pursuing certain civil renedi es agai nst
such patients; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Legislative findings.--

| egislative findings; anmending s. 395.301, F.S.; requiring

provi di ng program gui delines and requirenents; providing

exclusions; providing a definition of patients qualified

(1) The Legislature recognizes that 2.8 mllion Floridians

I VvV E S

2004
CS

are uninsured, which represents one of every five Florida

resi dents aged 65 years or younger.
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22 (2) The Legislature finds that the cost of providing care

23| to the uninsured population in Florida hospitals is in excess of
24| $1.5 billion.
25 (3) The Legislature intends to nmake health care nore

26| affordable and accessible to its uni nsured residents.

27 (4) The Legislature intends to extend discounts for

28| hospital services to | owincone uninsured individuals who have

29| established a domcile in this state as evidence by residing in

30| and maintaining a place of abode in a Florida county which he or

31| she recognizes and intends to maintain as his or her pernanent
32| home.

33 Section 2. Subsection (7) is added to section 395. 301,

34| Florida Statutes, to read:

35 395.301 Item zed patient bill; formand content prescribed

36| by the agency. --

37 (7) Each hospital shall devel op two prograns of paynent

38| allowances for qualified self-pay patients. Each program shal

39| consist of one of the foll ow ng:

40 (a) A program of paynent all owances for qualified self-pay

41| patients who are treated in the energency room admtted through

42| the enmergency room or present for |abor and delivery. All

43| patients shall continue to be charged the sanme rate, but

44| qualified self-pay patients shall be eligi ble for discounts

45| based on famly incone. The di scount shall be determ ned by each

46| facility. The discount programshall not apply to patients who

47| are eligible for, or enrolled in, private or public insurance

48| plans providing hospital coverage, including indemity plans,

49| except high deductibl e pl ans.
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50 (b) A programfor paynent all owances for patients with

51| household incones up to 300 percent of the federal poverty

52| gquidelines, who are qualified self-pay patients who are treated

53| in the energency room admtted through the energency room or

54| present for |abor and delivery. Al patients shall continue to

55| be charged the sanme rate, but qualified self-pay patients shal

56| be eligible for discounts based on famly inconme. The di scount

57| programshall not apply to patients who are eligible for or

58| enrolled in private or public insurance plans providing hospital

59| coverage, including indemity plans. The policy nust include a

60| m ninum di scount of 200 percent of Medicare rates and a

61| description of the nethodol ogi es devel oped by t he hospital for

62| the follow ng

63 1. ldentifying patients who nmay be eligible for a paynent

64| allowance, notifying themof the availability of the program

65| and providing appropriate infornmation, including application

66| forns, for a paynment all owance.

67 2. ldentifying public or private insurance or other

68| paynent nechani sns for which the patient m ght be eligible.

69 3. Determning the paynent all owance or credit.

70 4. Notifying patients of their qualification either for a

71| public source of paynent or a discount pursuant to this program

72 5. Devel opi ng paynent plans and procedures precedi ng

73| assignnent of a patient's account to a third party or reporting

74| nonpaynent to a patient's consuner credit agency. For purposes

75| of this program these patients are considered as qualified

76| self-pay patients.
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77 (c) The term"qualified self-pay patient" neans any

78| resident who has established a domcile in Florida, as evidenced

79| by residing in a Florida county which he or she intends to

80| maintain as his or her permanent hone, with no public or private

81| source of paynent for nedical services who woul d ot herw se be

82| expected to pay the hospital's billed charges. The term does not
83| include:

84 1. Patients presenting for services that are not covered

85| by Medicare, Medicaid, or workers' conpensation in this state or

86| elective, nonnedically necessary services.

87 2. Patients who fail to provide i ncone and asset

88| information to determine if the patient is eligible for public

89| or private coverage or for a discount under this program

90 3. Patients with discretionary assets in excess of 50

91| percent of the billed charges, with discretionary assets defined

92| as the fair market val ue of personal savings, personal

93| investnents, and personal nonhonestead property. Discretionary

94| assets shall not include personal autonobiles or business

95| assets.
96 (d) No hospital shall forecl ose on honestead property that

97| is owned by a qualified self-pay patient. No hospital shall seek

98| a court order to issue a wit of bodily attachnent to enforce

99| paynent of hospital bills for nmedical services provided to

100| qualified self-pay patients.

101 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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