F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

ENROLLED
HB 0923 2004 Legislature

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Big Cypress Stewardship District,
Col l'ier County; creating and establishing an i ndependent
special district in Collier County to be known as the Big
Cypress Stewardship District; creating a charter
providing for mnimmcharter requiremnments; providing for
powers of the district and conpliance with county plans
and regul ations; providing for the sale of real estate in
the district; requiring a disclosure to the purchaser;
descri bing the boundaries of the district; providing for a
board of supervisors; providing qualifications, terns of
office, election procedures, powers, duties, and
conpensation of the board; requiring an annual | andowners'
nmeeting; providing for taxes and non-ad val orem
assessnents; providing for penalties on delinquent taxes;
provi ding for enforcenent of taxes and assessnents;
providing for the issuance of bonds; providing for |iberal
construction; providing for severability; providing for a

referendum providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. District establishnent and boundari es. --For the

purposes of providing public infrastructure and services; the

assessnent, |levy, and collection of taxes, non-ad val orem

assessnents, and fees; the operation of district facilities and

services; and all other purposes stated in this act consistent
with chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and other

appli cabl e general |aw, an i ndependent stewardship district is
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hereby created and established in Collier County, to be known as

the Big Cypress Stewardship District, the territorial boundaries

of which shall be as foll ows:

All Those Parts of Townshi ps 47, 48 And 49 Sout h,
Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida, Being Mre
Particul arly Descri bed As Fol | ows:

Al of Section 14, Township 47 South, Range 28 East,
Collier County, Florida, Less 100 Acres O Land NMNbre
O Less As Described In Oficial Records Book 2496,
Page 660, Public Records OF Collier County, Florida;
(540 Acres %)

And

Al of Sections 23, 24, 25, 26 And 27, Township 47
Sout h, Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida Less
Right O Way For C. R 846, (Inmokal ee Road); (3165
Acres +

And

Al of Section 28, Township 47 South, Range 28 East,
Collier County, Florida, Lying South O C. R 846

(I nmokal ee Road) And Lying North And East of O Wl
G ade Road; (132 Acres )

And
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Al of Sections 34 And 35, Township 47 Sout h, Range 28
East, Collier County, Florida; (1280 Acres %)

And

The Westerly 520 Acres of Sections 1 And 12, Township
48 Sout h, Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida;
(1040 Acres %)

And

Al of Sections 2, 3, 10, And 11 of Township 48 South,
Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida; (2560 Acres %)

And

Al of Section 13, Township 48 South Range 28 East,
Collier County, Florida Less The Sout heast One- Quarter
( 1/4 ) of Said Section 13 And Less The South 50.00
Feet of The Sout hwest One-Quarter of Said Section 13
For Road Right OO Way And Less The Easterly 60.00
Acres of The Northeasterly One-Quarter ( 1/4 ) of Said
Section 13; (416.97 Acres )

And

Al of Sections 14 And 15, Township 48 South, Range 28
East, Collier County, Florida Less The Sout herly 50.00
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Feet For Road Right OF Way Purposes As Described In

O ficial Records Book 154, Page 529; (1253.87 Acres i)

And

Al of Section 22, Townshi p 48 South, Range 28 East,
Collier County, Florida, Less The Northerly 50.00 Feet
For Right OF Way Purposes As Described In Oficial
Records Book 154, Page 529 Public Records of Collier
County, Florida; (633.94 Acres %)

And

All of Sections 23 And 24, Township 48 South, Range 28
East, Collier County, Florida Less Road Ri ght O \Wys;
(1256 Acres =)

And
Al of Sections 25, 26, 27, 34, 35 And 36, Township 48
Sout h, Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida; (3840

Acres =+

And

The West One-Half ( %) Of Section 1, Township 49
Sout h, Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida;, (493.66

Acres *

And
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Al of Sections 2, 3, 10, 11 And 15, Township 49
Sout h, Range 28 East, Collier County, Florida;
(3878.23 Acres %)

And

Al l of Sections 22 And 27, Township 49 South, Range 28
East, Collier County, Florida, Less the Ford Test
Track PUD; (1163.42 Acres #)

And

Al O Section 34, Township 49 South, Range 28 East,
Collier County, Florida, Less The Ford Test Track PUD
And Less Oficial Records Book 2239, Page 144;

(47.70 Acres %)

Containing a Total Acreage of 21,700.79 Acres of Land
More O Less,;

Section 2. Provisions of other | aws made applicabl e. -- The

provi sions of chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and all of

the | aws anendatory thereof now existing or hereafter enacted,

are declared to be applicable to the Big Cypress Stewardship

District. The Big Cypress Stewardship District shall have all of

the powers and authorities nmentioned in or conferred by chapters

189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine

to tinme.

Section 3. Powers of the district; conpliance with county
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pl ans and regul ati ons. - -

(1) The district shall have the foll owi ng powers:

(a) To sue and be sued by its nane in any court of |aw or

in equity, to make contracts, and to adopt and use a corporate

seal and to alter the sane at pl easure.

(b) To acquire by purchase, gift, or condemmation real and

personal property, either or both, within or without the

district, and to convey and di spose of such real and persona

property, either or both, as may be necessary or convenient to

carry out the purposes, or any of the purposes, of this act and

chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes. Provided, however,

initiation of condemati on proceedi ngs outsi de the boundari es of

the district shall require the prior approval by a supernajority

of four votes of the Collier County Conmi ssion

(c) To construct, operate, and maintain canals, ditches,

drains, |evees, |akes, ponds, and other works for water

managenent and control purposes

(d) To acquire, purchase, operate, and maintain punps,

pl ants, and punpi ng systens for water nanagenent and control

pur poses.
(e) To construct, operate, and naintain irrigation works,

machi nery, and pl ants.

(f) To construct, inprove, pave, and nmintain roadways and

roads necessary and convenient for the exercise of the powers or

duties or any of the powers or duties of the district or the

supervi sors thereof; and to include as a conponent of roads,

par kways, bridges, |andscaping, irrigation, bicycle and joggi ng

paths, street lighting, traffic signals, road striping, and al

ot her custonary el enents of a nbdern road system
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(g) To finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct

or reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate, and nmintain

systens and facilities for providing transportati on throughout

the district, including private or contract carriers, buses,

vehicles, railroads, and other transportation facilities, to

neet the transportation requirenents of the district in

activities conducted within the district.

(h) To finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct

or reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate, and naintain

parking facilities within the district boundaries

(i) To finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct

or reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate, and naintain

additional systens and facilities for parks and facilities for

i ndoor and outdoor recreational, cultural, and educati onal uses.

(j) To acquire, construct, finance, operate, and nmintain

wat er plants and systens to produce, purify, and distribute

wat er for consunption.

(k) To acquire, construct, finance, operate, and maintain

sewer systens for the collection, disposal, and reuse of waste

and to prevent water pollution in the district.

() To levy ad val oremtaxes and non-ad val orem

assessnents, to prescribe, fix, establish, and coll ect rates,

fees, rentals, fares, or other charges, and to revise the sane

fromtime to tinme, for the facilities and services furni shed or

to be furnished by the district and to recover the cost of

maki ng connection to any district facility or system

(m To provide for the discontinuance of service and

reasonabl e penalties, including attorney's fees, against any

user or property for any such rates, fees, rentals, fares, or
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ot her charges that becone delinquent and require coll ection.

However, no charges or fees shall be established until after a

public hearing of the board at the district at which al

af fected persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard.

(n) To enter into agreenents with any person, firm or

corporation for the furnishing by such person, firm or

corporation of any facilities and services of the type provided

for in this act.

(o) To enter into inpact fee credit agreenents with | oca

general purpose governnents. In the event the district enters

into an i npact fee credit agreenent with a | ocal general purpose

governnment where the district constructs or nakes contri butions

for public facilities for which inpact fee credits would be

avai |l abl e, the agreenent may provide that such inpact fee

credits shall inure to the | andowners within the district in

proportion to their relative assessnents, and the district

shall, fromtine to tine, execute such instrunents (such as

assi gnnents of inpact fee credits) as may be necessary or

desirable to acconplish or confirmthe foregoing.

(p) To construct and maintain facilities for and take

nmeasures to control nobsquitoes and ot her arthropods of public

heal th i nportance.

(q) To finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct

or reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, operate, and naintain

additional systens and facilities for conservati on areas,

mtigation areas, and wildlife habitat, including the

mai nt enance of any plant or aninal species, and any rel ated

interest in real or personal property.

(r) To borrow noney and i ssue negotiabl e or ot her bonds of
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the district as hereinafter provided; to borrow noney, fromtine

to tine, and issue negotiable or other notes of the district

therefore, bearing interest at an anmobunt not to exceed the

maxi mum interest allowable by law, in anticipation of the

collection of taxes and assessments or revenues of the district,

and to pl edge or hypot hecate such taxes, assessnents, and

revenues to secure such bonds, notes, or obligations, and to

sell, discount, negotiate, and di spose of the sane.

(s) To provide public safety, including, but not linmted

to, security, guardhouses, fences and gates, electronic

i ntrusion detection systens, and patrol cars, when authorized by

proper governnental agencies; except that the district nay not

exerci se any police power, but nay contract with the appropriate

| ocal general-purpose governnent agencies for an increased | evel

of such service within the district boundaries

(t) To provide systens and facilities for fire prevention

and control and energency nedi cal services, including the

construction or purchase of fire stations, water nains and

plugs, fire trucks, and other vehicles and equi pnent consi stent

with any adopted Collier County ordi nances, rules, or

regul ati ons

(u) To finance, fund, plan, establish, acquire, construct

or reconstruct, enlarge or extend, equip, and maintain

additional systens and facilities for school buil dings and

related structures pursuant to this act and chapter 1013,

Fl ori da Statutes, which may be | eased, sold, or donated to the

school district for use in the educational system when

aut hori zed by the district school board.

(v) To establish and create such departnents, conmttees,
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boards, or other agencies, including a public relations

commttee, as fromtine to tine the board of supervisors nmay

deem necessary or desirable in the performance of this act or

ot her things necessary to the exercise of the powers provided in

this act, and to delegate to such departnents, boards, or other

agenci es such adm ni strative duties and other powers as the

board of supervisors may deem necessary or desirable.

(w To exercise all other powers necessary, convenient, or

proper in connection with any of the powers or duties of the

district stated in this act. The powers and duties of the

district shall be exercised by and through the board of

supervi sors thereof, which board shall have the authority to

enpl oy engi nheers, attorneys, agents, enployees, and

representatives as the board of supervisors nay, fromtine to

time, determne, and to fix their conpensation and duties.

However, in addition thereto, the district shall have all of the

powers provided for in chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as anended

fromtine to tinme. All powers and authority of the district

shall extend and apply to the district as a whole and to each

unit of devel opnent as, fromtine to tine, nay be designated by

t he board of supervisors.

Not wi t hst andi ng any authority contained within this section, the

devel opnent, operation, or nmintenance of any district

facilities or services shall conply with the adopted

conpr ehensi ve plan for Collier County and any adopted | and

devel opnent reqgul ations or specialized plans adopted which apply

wi thin the geographic boundaries of the district, including the

Collier County Growmh Managenent Plan and all plans of the
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Met ropolitan Pl anning Organi zation as they may apply to the

projects and activities authorized pursuant to this section.

Section 4. Sale of real estate within the district;

required disclosure to purchaser.--Subsequent to the

establi shment of the district under this act, each contract for

the initial sale of a parcel of real property and each contract

for the initial sale of a residential unit within the district

shall include, imediately prior to the space reserved in the

contract for the signature of the purchaser, the foll ow ng

di scl osure statenent in bol d-faced and conspi cuous type which is

| arger than the type in the remaining text of the contract: THE
Bl G CYPRESS STEWARDSHI P DI STRI CT MAY | MPOSE AND LEVY TAXES OR
ASSESSMENTS, OR BOTH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS, ON THI S PROPERTY.
THESE TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS PAY THE CONSTRUCTI ON, OPERATI ON, AND
MAI NTENANCE COSTS OF CERTAIN PUBLI C FACI LI TI ES AND SERVI CES OF
THE DI STRI CT AND ARE SET ANNUALLY BY THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF THE
DI STRI CT. THESE TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE | N ADDI TI ON TO COUNTY
AND OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL TAXES AND ASSESSMVENTS AND ALL OTHER
TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS PROVI DED FOR BY LAW

Provi ded further, prior to the subdivision and sale or transfer

of any assessable property within the district, the owner of

land to be sold or transferred shall record the notice contai ned

in this section in the official records of Collier County as a

covenant to run with the transferred property.

Section 5. Board of supervisors; organization, powers,

duties, and terns of office.--

(1) There is hereby created the Board of Supervisors of

Bi g Cypress Stewardship District, which shall be the governing
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body of the district. The board of supervisors shall consist of

five persons who, except as herein otherw se provided, shal

hold office for terns of 3 years each and until their successors

shall be duly elected and qualifi ed.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), the el ection of

the district’s board of supervisors shall be on a one-acre one-

vote basis pursuant to section 298.11, Florida Statutes, as it

may be anended fromtine to tine. Each year during the nonth of

June, a supervisor or supervisors shall be el ected, as

herei nafter provided, by the | andowners of the district to fil

the seat or seats of supervisors whose terns have expired. Al

vacanci es or expirations on the board shall be filled as

required by this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes. The

Board of Supervisors of the Big Cypress Stewardship District

shall be residents of the state and citizens of the United

States. In case of a vacancy in the office of any supervisor,

the remai ni ng supervisors may fill such vacancy until the next

annual neeting of the | andowners, when his or her successor

shall be elected by the | andowners for the unexpired term As

soon as practicable after their election, the board of

supervi sors of the district shall organize by choosi ng one of

their nunber to serve as president of the board of supervisors

and by el ecting sone suitable person, who may or nay not be a

nmenber of the board, to serve as secretary. The board of

supervi sors shall adopt a seal, which shall be the seal of the

district. At each annual neeting of the | andowners of the

district, the board of supervisors shall report all work

undertaken or conpleted during the preceding year, and the

status of the finances of the district.
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(3) At the initial |landowners' neeting, the | andowners

shall, at such election, determne the length of the terns of

of fice of each initial supervisor so elected by them

Respectively, there shall be one 1-year term two 2-year terns,

and two 3-year terns. Thereafter, all terns of supervisors shal

be for 3 years. Provided, however, one 3-year supervisor

position shall not be elected by the | andowners. Upon the

el ection of four supervisors and organi zation of the board, the

board shal|l appoint the fifth supervisor for a 3-year term The

appoi nted nmenber shall be a representative of an environnental

organi zation based in Collier County who shall not be a district

| andowner. An appoi nt ed supervi sor shall be reappoi nted every 3

years thereafter followi ng the annual | andowners’ neeting as

prescri bed herein until qualified electors of the district have

approved the el ection conversion provisions of section 189. 4051,

Fl ori da Statutes. Subsequent to el ector approval, the appointed

supervi sor shall be replaced at the end of his or her termby an

el ected supervisor elected pursuant to section 298.11, Florida

Statutes, at an annual | andowners’ neeting. All supervisors

shall serve until their successors shall have been el ected or

appoi nted and qualifi ed.

(4) Al supervisors shall hold office until their

successors shall be elected and qualified. Wenever any el ection

shall be authorized or required by this act to be held by the

| andowners at any particular or stated tine or day, and if for

any reason such el ection shall not or cannot be held at such

time or on such day, then in such event and in all and every

such event, the power or duty to hold such el ection shall not

cease or |apse, but such election shall be held thereafter as
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soon as practicable and consistent with this act.

(5) Prior to taking any district action, a quorum nust be

present. Quorumfor district neetings shall be three

supervi sors.

Section 6. Conpensation of board; per diem—The board of

supervi sors nmay be conpensated pursuant to section 298. 14,

Florida Statutes, as it nmay be anended fromtinme to tine. The

board of supervisors may, by resol ution, adopt a rate of

rei nbursement for travel, nmleage, and neals for board nenbers

and district enployees and representatives on official district

busi ness pursuant to applicable general | aw.

Section 7. Annual | andowners' neeting; el ection of

supervi sors. --A |l andowners' neeting shall be held each year

during the nonth of June, beginning with June 2004. The purpose

of this neeting is to hold an el ection pursuant to section 5 of

this act and for the board of supervisors to nmake any district
reports.

Section 8. Taxes; non-ad val orem assessnents. - -

(1) AD VALOREM TAXES. - - The board of supervisors, subject
to referendum approval pursuant to Art. VII, s. 9 of the State

Constitution, shall have the power to | evy and assess an ad

valoremtax on all the taxable real and tangi bl e persona

property in the district to pay the principal of and interest on

any general obligation bonds of the district, to provide for any

si nking or other funds established in connection with any such

bonds, and to pay the costs for constructi on or mai nt enance of

any of the projects or activities of the district authorized by

the provisions of this act or applicable general |aw. The total

anount of such ad valoremtaxes levied in any year shall not be
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in excess of 10 mlls on the dollar per annumon the assessed

val ue of the taxable property within the district. The ad

val oremtax provided for herein shall be in addition to county

and nmuni ci pal ad val orem taxes provided for by |aw
(2) NON AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS. - - Non- ad val orem

assessnments for the construction, operation, or maintenance of

district facilities, services, and operations shall be assessed,

| evied, and coll ected pursuant to chapter 298, chapter 170, or

chapter 197, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.
(3) TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, AND COSTS; A LIEN ON LAND AGAI NST
VWHI CH ASSESSED, ETC. --All taxes and assessnents provided for in

this act, together with all penalties for default in paynent of

the sane, and all costs in collecting the sane, shall, fromthe

date of assessnent thereof until paid, constitute a |lien of

equal dignity with the liens for county taxes, and other taxes

of equal dignity with county taxes, upon all the | ands agai nst

whi ch such taxes shall be levied as is provided in this chapter.
(4) COVPENSATI ON OF PROPERTY APPRAI SER, TAX COLLECTOR AND

CLERK OF THE CIRCUI T COURT. --The Property Apprai ser, Tax

Collector, and Cerk of the Crcuit Court of Collier County

shall be entitled to conpensation for services perforned in

connection with taxes and assessnents of the district as

provi ded by general | aw.
(5) LEVIES OF NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS ON LAND LESS THAN
1 ACRE. --1n |l evying and assessing all assessnents, each tract or

parcel of land |less than 1 acre in area shall be assessed as a

full acre, and each tract or parcel of land more than 1 acre in

area which contains a fraction of an acre shall be assessed at

t he nearest whol e nunber of acres, a fraction of one-half or
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nmore to be assessed as a full acre.

Section 9. Wen unpai d taxes and assessnments del i nquent;

penalty.--All taxes and assessnents provided for in this act

shal | be and becone delinquent and bear penalties on the anpunt

of the taxes in the same manner as county taxes.

Section 10. Enforcenent of taxes and assessnents. —The

coll ection and enforcenent of all taxes and assessnents | evi ed

by the district shall be at the sane tine and in |i ke nanner as

county taxes, and the provisions of the Florida Statutes

relating to the sale of | ands for unpaid and delinquent county

taxes, the issuance, sale, and delivery of tax certificates for

such unpai d and del i nqguent county taxes, the redenption thereof,

the issuance to individuals of tax deeds based thereon, and al

ot her procedures in connection therewith shall be applicable to

the district and the delinqguent and unpaid taxes of the district

to the same extent as if the statutory provisions were expressly

set forth in this act. Al taxes and assessnents shall be

subject to the sane discounts as county taxes.

Section 11. Bonds.--

(1) | SSUANCE OF REVENUE BONDS, ASSESSMENT BONDS, AND BOND
ANTI Cl PATI ON NOTES. - -

(a) In addition to the other powers provided the district,

and not inlimtation thereof, the district shall have the

power, pursuant to this act, chapter 298, Florida Statutes, and

appl i cabl e general | aw as anended fromtine to tine, at any

tine, and fromtine to tine, after the i ssuance of any bonds of

the district shall have been authorized, to borrow noney for the

pur poses for which such bonds are to be issued in anticipation

of the receipt of the proceeds of the sale of such bonds and to
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i ssue bond anticipation notes in a principal sumnot in excess

of the authorized naxi num anount of such bond i ssue.

(b) Pursuant to chapter 298, Florida Statutes, and

applicabl e general |aw as anended fromtine to tine, the

district shall have the power to i ssue assessnent bonds and

revenue bonds fromtine to tinme, without limtation as to

amount, for the purpose of financing those systens and

facilities provided for in section 3. Such revenue bonds may be

secured by, or payable from the gross or net pledge of the

revenues to be derived fromany project or conbination of

projects; fromthe rates, fees, or other charges to be coll ected

fromthe users of any project or projects; from any revenue-

produci ng undertaking or activity of the district; from non-ad

val orem assessnents; or fromany other source or pl edged

security. Such bonds shall not constitute an indebtedness of the

district, and the approval of the qualified electors shall not

be required unl ess such bonds are additionally secured by the

full faith and credit and taxing power of the district.

(c) Any issue of bonds may be secured by a trust agreenent

by and between the district and a corporate trustee or trustees,

whi ch nay be any trust conpany or bank having the powers of a

trust conpany within or without the state. The resol ution

aut hori zi ng the i ssuance of the bonds or such trust agreenent

may pl edge the revenues to be received fromany projects of the

district and nay contain such provisions for protecting and

enforcing the rights and renedi es of the bondhol ders as the

board nay approve, including, without limtation, covenants

setting forth the duties of the district in relation to the

acqui sition, construction, reconstruction, stewardship,
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mai nt enance, repair, operation, and insurance of any projects;

the fixing and revising of the rates, fees, and charges; and the

cust ody, safeguarding, and application of all nobneys and for the

enpl oynment of consulting engineers in connection with such

acqui sition, construction, reconstruction, stewardship,

mai nt enance, repair, or operation

(d) Bonds of each issue shall be dated; shall bear

interest at such rate or rates, including variable rates, which

interest nmay be tax exenpt or taxable for federal incone tax

pur poses; shall mature at such tinme or tines fromtheir date or

dates; and nay be nade redeemabl e before maturity at such price

or prices and under such terns and conditions as may be

determ ned by the board.

(e) The district shall have the power to i ssue bonds for

t he purpose of refunding any outstanding bonds of the district.
(2) GENERAL OBLI GATI ON BONDS. - -
(a) Pursuant to this act, the district shall have the

power fromtine to tine to i ssue general obligation bonds to

finance or refinance capital projects or to refund outstanding

bonds in an aggregate principal anmount of bonds outstanding at

any one tine not in excess of 35 percent of the assessed val ue

of the taxable property within the district as shown on the

pertinent tax records at the tinme of the authorization of the

general obligation bonds for which the full faith and credit of

the district is pledged. Except for refundi ng bonds, no general

obl i gati on bonds shall be issued unless the bonds are issued to

finance or refinance a capital project and the i ssuance has been

approved at an election held in accordance with the requirenents

for such election as prescribed by the State Constitution. Such
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el ections shall be called to be held in the district by the

board of supervisors.

(b) The district may pledge its full faith and credit for

t he paynent of the principal and interest on such genera

obligati on bonds and for any reserve funds provided therefore

and net unconditionally and irrevocably pledge itself to ad

val oremtaxes on all taxable property within the district, to

t he extent necessary for the paynment thereof, w thout

limtations as to greater anount.

(c) |If the board determ nes to i ssue general obligation

bonds for nore than one capital project, the approval of the

i ssuance of the bonds for each and all such projects may be

submtted to the el ector on one and the same ballot. The failure

of the electors to approve the issuance of bonds for any one or

nore of the capital projects shall not defeat the approval of

bonds for any capital project that has been approved by the

el ectors.

(d) In arriving at the anount of general obligation bonds

permtted to be outstanding at any one tine pursuant to

paragraph (a), there shall not be included any general

obl i gati on bonds which are additionally secured by the pl edge

of :

1. Special assessnents levied in the anpunt sufficient to

pay the principal and interest on a general obligation bond so

additionally secured, which assessnents have been equalized and

confirmed by resol ution or ordi nance of the board pursuant to
section 170.08, Florida Statutes.

2. WAt er revenues, sewer revenues, or water and sewer

revenues of the district to be derived fromuser fees in an
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anount sufficient to pay the principal and interest on the

general obligation bond so additionally secured.

3. Any conbination of assessnents and revenues descri bed

i n subparagraphs 1 and 2.

Section 12. Mninumcharter requirenents. --

(1) The district is organized and exists for all purposes
set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 298, Florida

Statutes, as they nay be anmended fromtine to tine.

(2) The powers, functions, and duties of the district

regardi ng ad val oremtaxation, bond i ssuance, other revenue-

rai sing capabilities, budget preparation and approval, |iens and

foreclosure of liens, use of tax deeds and tax certificates as

appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents, and contractua

agreenents shall be as set forth in chapters 170, 189, and 298,

Fl orida Statutes, or any other applicable general or special

| aw, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(3) The district is created by special act of the

Legi slature, in accordance with chapters 189 and 298, Florida

St at ut es.
(4) The district's charter nay be amended only by speci al

act of the Legislature.

(5) In accordance with chapter 189, Florida Statutes, this

act, and section 298.11, Florida Statutes, the district is

governed by a five-nmenber board, el ected on a one-acre one-vote

basis by the | andowners in the district. The nenbership and

organi zati on of the board shall be as set forth in this act and

chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be anmended fromtine

to tine.
(6) The conpensation of board nenbers shall be governed by
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this act and chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may

be anmended fromtine to tine.

(7) The administrative duties of the board of supervisors

shall be as set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 298,

Fl orida Statutes, as they may be anmended fromtine to tine.

(8) Requirenments for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmi ntenance, and per diem

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
this act and chapters 112, 189, 286, and 298, Florida Statutes,
as they nay be anmended fromtine to tine.

(9) The procedures and requi renents governing the issuance

of bonds, notes, and other evidence of indebtedness by the

district shall be as set forth in this act, chapter 298, Florida

Statutes, and applicable general |laws, as they nay be anended

fromtine to tine.

(10) The procedures for conducting district elections and

for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to this act and

chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be anended

fromtine to time.

(11) The district may be financed by any net hod

established in this act, chapter 298, Florida Statutes, and

appl i cabl e general |aws, as they nay be anmended fromtine to

tine.

(12) The nethods for collecting non-ad val orem

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in

chapters 197 and 298, Florida Statutes, and other applicable

general |laws, as they may be anmended fromtine to tine.

(13) The district's planning requirenents shall be as set

forth in this act.
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(a) The district's geographic boundary |imtations shal

be as set forth in this act.
(b) The district and Collier County shall, within 90 days

after referendum approval of this act as provided in section 15,

enter into an interlocal agreenent with Collier County providing

for a fair share capital construction funding contribution for

the long-range traffic capacity inprovenents of county arterial

and collector roads within and proxinmate to the district. The

agreenent nay be anmended by nutual consent of the parties.

(c) Any subsequent anendnent to this act exenpting or

otherwise relieving the district of any requirenents of section

189. 4155(1), Florida Statutes, shall require a resolution or

official statenent from Collier County pursuant to section

189.404(2)(e)4., Florida Statutes, confirm ng conpliance with

t he adopt ed conprehensive plan and no objection to the

anendnent .

(d) Any application for federal, state, or |ocal

governnent grant noneys for which Collier County is also

eligible pursuant to applicable rules and regul ati ons shal

require a resolution by the county comm ssion or a witten

statenent of no objection fromthe county’s chief executive

officer prior to filing the application.

Section 13. 1In case any one or nore of the sections or

provi sions of this act or the application of such sections or

provi sions to any situation, circunstance, or person shall for

any reason be held to be unconstitutional, such

unconstitutionality shall not affect any other sections or

provisions of this act or the application of such sections or

provi sions to any other situation, circunstance, or person, and
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it is intended that this |law shall be construed and applied as

if such section or provision had not been included herein for

any unconstitutional application.

Section 14. In the election provided for in section 15,

each assessable acre or fraction thereof present in person or by

proxy shall be counted as one vote.

Section 15. This section and section 14 shall take effect
upon this act becomng a law, and the remnai ning sections shal
take effect upon approval by a nmgjority vote of the owners of
land within the district not exenpt fromad val oremtaxes or
non- ad val orem assessnents present at a |andowners' neeting to

be held within 20 days after this section becomng a |aw.
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