F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0015A 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the hurricane inpacts on specific

3 agricultural progranms; providing legislative findings with
4 respect to the inpact of the hurricanes and tropical storm
5 of 2004 on the departnent's citrus canker eradication and
6 tree conpensation prograns, the spread of an infestation

7 of soybean rust, and the Caribbean fruit fly certification
8 progrant requiring the departnent to provide a report on

9 citrus canker eradication to the Governor and the
10 Legi sl ature; providing appropriations; requiring the
11 departnent to nmaxi m ze avail able federal funds for certain
12 prograns; requiring the Executive Ofice of the Governor
13 to provide prior notice to the Legislative Budget
14 Comm ssion on allocations from| unp-sum appropriations to
15 appropriations categories; providing an effective date.
16
17| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the citrus
20| canker eradication and tree conpensati on prograns, soybean
21| crops, and the Caribbean fruit fly certification programwere
22| affected by Hurricanes Charl ey, Frances, Jeanne, and |Ivan and by
23| Tropical Storm Bonnie, which struck the state during 2004. In
24| order to stop the further spread of citrus canker disease and
25| soybean rust, additional work activities are necessary
26| throughout the citrus and soybean grow ng regi ons of the state.
27 (2) The Legislature finds that storns of great strength
28| can spread the fungal spores of soybean rust over |ong
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29| distances, that soybean rust was spread into Northwest Florida

30 from South Anerica by Hurricane lvan, and that soybean rust is

31| one of the nobst serious diseases affecting soybeans, with

32| control costs estimated at $21 per acre. The Legislature further

33| finds that surveys and di agnosti c assessnents are needed in

34| order to determine the extent of this infestation.

35 (3) The Legislature finds that there is a projected

36| shortfall of revenues in the Plant |Industry Trust Fund

37| designated for the purpose of funding the Caribbean fruit fly

38| certification program which allows citrus groves in the state

39| to be certified as free of the Caribbean fruit fly so that fruit

40| nmy be shipped to foreign and donesti c markets, such as Japan,

41| China, and Europe and California and Texas. The Legi sl ature

42| further finds that personnel nust continue to conduct activities

43| needed to neet the requirenents of the state's trading partners

44| and that the acres remaining in the certification programare

45| not concentrated in one area of the state.

46 Section 2. The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

47| Services shall provide a report by February 11, 2005, descri bing

48| the progress nade to date on the eradication of citrus canker.

49| The report nust include the nunber of trees cut, the nunber of

50| trees for which conpensation was paid, the nunber of Shade

51 Fl ori da vouchers distributed, the ampunt of state and federal

52| funds spent, and the funding i npacts for the 2005- 2006 fi scal

53| year budget. The report nust be submtted to the Governor, the

54| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

55| Representatives.
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56 Section 3. (1) For the 2004-2005 fiscal year, $7.1
57| mllion is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund and $6

58| mllion is appropriated fromthe Contracts and Grants Trust Fund

59| to the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services in |lunp

60| sumto inplenent activities associated with citrus canker

61| eradication, tree conpensation, soybean rust control, and

62| Caribbean fruit fly certification which were adversely affected

63| by the 2004 hurricanes and tropical storm

64 (2) In planning the expenditure of funds appropriated, the

65| Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner Services shall naximze

66 avail abl e federal funds for citrus canker eradication and tree

67| conpensation.
68 Section 4. Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 216.177,
69| Florida Statutes, requiring a 14-day notice for interim budget

70| actions, and pursuant to s. 216.351, Florida Statutes, the

71| Executive Ofice of the Governor shall provide notice of the

72| allocation of the |unp-sum appropriations authorized by this act

73| into traditional appropriation categories to the chair and vice

74| chair of the Legislative Budget Comm ssion at | east 3 worKking

75| days prior to the effective date of such allocation

76 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon beconm ng a | aw.
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