F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early learning; creating part V of ch.
3 1002, F.S.; creating the Voluntary Prekindergarten

4 Education Program inplenmenting s. 1(b) and (c), Art. IX
5 of the State Constitution; providing definitions for

6 pur poses of the program providing eligibility and

7 enrol | ment requirenents; authorizing parents to enrol

8 their children in a school-year programdelivered by a

9 private prekindergarten provider, a sumrer program

10 delivered by a public school or private prekindergarten

11 provider, or a school-year programdelivered by a public
12 school ; requiring school districts to admt all eligible
13 children in the sumer program prohibiting specified acts
14 of discrimnation and certain limts on enroll nment;

15 specifying eligibility requirements for private

16 preki ndergarten providers and public schools that deliver
17 the program requiring mninmmhours for the program

18 provi ding m ni num requirenments for prekindergarten

19 instructors; providing for the adoption of rules;
20 provi di ng m ni rum and maxi mnum cl ass si zes; requiring
21 appropriate adult supervision for prekindergarten cl asses;
22 requiring the Departnent of Education to establish m ninum
23 standards for a credential for prekindergarten directors
24 and for enmergent literacy training courses for

25 preki ndergarten instructors; requiring the credential and
26 course to provide training and resources containing

27 strategies that maxi m ze the program s benefits for

28 students with disabilities and other special needs;

Page 1 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004
29 providing that the credential and course satisfy certain
30 credentialing and training requirenents; providing limts
31 on when a provider or school may deliver the sunmer
32 preki ndergarten program specifying eligibility
33 requi rements for school districts that deliver the school-
34 year prekindergarten program providing |egislative
35 intent; authorizing providers and schools to select or
36 design curricula used for the program directing the
37 Departnent of Education to adopt performance standards and
38 approve curricul a under specified conditions; requiring
39 provi ders and schools to be placed on probation and use
40 t he approved curricul a under certain circunstances;
41 requiring inprovenment plans and corrective actions from
42 provi ders and school s under certain circunstances;
43 providing for the renoval of providers or school s that
44 remain on probation beyond specified tinme limts;
45 requiring early learning coalitions and school districts
46 to verify the conpliance of private prekindergarten
47 provi ders and public schools; authorizing the renoval of
48 provi ders and schools for nonconpliance or m sconduct;
49 requiring interagency coordination for nonitoring
50 providers; requiring the Departnent of Education to adopt
51 a statew de kindergarten screening; requiring certain
52 students to take the statew de screening; specifying
53 requi rements for screening instrunents and ki ndergarten
54 readi ness rates; directing the State Board of Education to
55 establish mninmumrates; providing funding and reporting
56 requi renents; specifying the cal culati on of per-student
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57 al l ocations; authorizing students to withdraw, reenroll,
58 and receive additional per-student allocations under
59 speci fied conditions; providing for advance paynents to
60 private prekindergarten providers and public schools based
61 upon student enroll nent; providing for the docunentation
62 and certification of student attendance; requiring parents
63 to verify student attendance and certify the choice of
64 provi der or school; providing for the reconciliation of
65 advance paynents based upon attendance; requiring students
66 to conply with attendance policies and authorizing the
67 di sm ssal of students for nonconpliance; requiring the
68 Agency for Workforce Innovation to adopt a uniform
69 attendance policy for funding purposes; providing for
70 adm nistrative funds to be used by early | earning
71 coalitions; prohibiting certain fees or charges; limting
72 the use of state funds; providing powers and duties of the
73 Department of Education and the Agency for Workforce
74 | nnovation; requiring the departnment and the agency to
75 adopt procedures for the Voluntary Prekindergarten
76 Education Program creating the Florida Early Learning
77 Advi sory Council; providing for the appointnent and
78 menbershi p of the advisory council; providing nenbership
79 and neeting requirenents; authorizing council menbers to
80 receive per diemand travel expenses; requiring the Agency
81 for Workforce Innovation to provide staff for the advisory
82 council; providing for the adoption of rules; anending s.
83 411.01, F.S.; conformng provisions to the transfer of the
84 Fl ori da Partnership for School Readiness to the Agency for
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85 Wor kf orce | nnovation; del eting provisions for the
86 appoi nt ment and nmenbershi p of the partnership;
87 redesi gnating school readiness coalitions as early
88 | earning coalitions; deleting obsolete references to
89 repeal ed prograns; deleting obsol ete provisions governing
90 the phase in of school readiness prograns; deleting
91 provi si ons governing the neasurenent of school readiness,
92 t he school readi ness uniform screening, and performnce-
93 based budgeting in school readi ness prograns; specifying
94 requi rements for school readi ness performance standards;
95 clarifying rul emaki ng requi renents; revising requirenents
96 for school readi ness prograns; specifying that school
97 readi ness prograns nust enhance the progress of children
98 in certain skills; requiring early learning coalitions to
99 obtain certain health information before enrolling a child
100 in the school readiness program requiring the Agency for
101 Wor kf orce I nnovation to nonitor and eval uate the
102 performance of early learning coalitions and to identify
103 best practices for the coalitions; requiring a reduction
104 in the nunber of coalitions in accordance with specified
105 standards; directing the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation
106 to adopt procedures for the nerger of coalitions;
107 provi di ng exceptions; authorizing the Agency for Wrkforce
108 | nnovation to dissolve a coalition under specified
109 condi tions; revising appoi ntnent and nenbership
110 requi rements for the coalitions; specifying that certain
111 menbers are nonvoting; directing the Agency for Wrkforce
112 | nnovation to adopt criteria for the appointment of
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113 certain nenbers; requiring each coalition to specify terns
114 of coalition nmenbers; requiring a quorumof coalition
115 nmenbers; prohibiting coalition nenbers fromvoting under
116 certain circunstances; providing a definition for purposes
117 of the single point of entry; requiring early |earning
118 coalitions to use a statewide information system
119 requiring the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation to approve
120 paynent rates and consider the access of eligible children
121 bef ore approving proposals to increase rates; prioritizing
122 t he use of school readi ness funds under certain
123 circunstances; deleting requirenents for the m ni num
124 nunber of children served; providing requirenents for
125 devel opnental | y appropriate curricul umused for school
126 readi ness prograns; authorizing contracts for the
127 conti nuation of school readi ness services under certain
128 ci rcunst ances; requiring the Agency for Wrkforce
129 | nnovation to adopt criteria for the approval of school
130 readi ness plans; revising requirenments for school
131 readi ness plans; providing requirenents for the approval
132 and i nplenmentation of plan revisions; revising conpetitive
133 procurenent requirenents for early |earning coalitions;
134 authorizing the coalitions to designate certified public
135 accountants as fiscal agents; clarifying age and i ncone
136 eligibility requirenents for school readiness prograns;
137 revising eligibility requirenents for certain at-risk
138 children; deleting a requirenent for consultation on
139 performance standards and outcome neasures; revising
140 fundi ng requirenments; revising requirenments for the

Page 5 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004
141 adoption of a fornmula for the allocation of certain funds
142 anong the early learning coalitions; specifying
143 all ocations for fiscal year 2004-2005; deleting an
144 obsol ete provision requiring a report; deleting the
145 expiration of eligibility requirements for certain
146 children fromfamlies receiving tenporary cash
147 assi stance; anmending s. 11.45, F.S.; authorizing the
148 Audi tor General to conduct audits of the school readiness
149 system anending s. 20.50, F.S.; creating the Ofice of
150 Early Learning within the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation;
151 requiring the office to adm nister the school readiness
152 system and operational requirenments of the Voluntary
153 Preki ndergarten Educati on Program anending s. 125.901,
154 F.S.; conform ng provisions to changes nade by the act;
155 amendi ng ss. 216. 133 and 216. 136, F.S.; redesignating the
156 School Readi ness Program Estimati ng Conference as the
157 Early Learning Progranms Estimating Conference; requiring
158 the estimating conference to develop certain estinates and
159 forecasts for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
160 Program directing the Agency for Wirkforce Innovation to
161 provide certain information to the estimating conference;
162 amendi ng ss. 402. 3016, 411.011, 411.226, 411.227, 1001. 23,
163 1002. 22, and 1003.54, F.S.; conform ng provisions to the
164 transfer of the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness
165 to the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation and to the
166 redesi gnation of the school readiness coalitions as early
167 | earni ng coalitions; authorizing the agency to adopt
168 rul es; anmending s. 1007.23, F.S.; requiring the

Page 6 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004
169 articulation of certain prograns into credit toward a
170 post secondary degree; abolishing the Florida Partnership
171 for School Readiness; transferring all powers, rules,
172 personnel, and property of the partnership to the Agency
173 for Workforce Innovation; repealing ss. 411.012 and
174 1008.21, F.S., relating to the voluntary universal
175 pr eki ndergarten education program and the school readi ness
176 uni form screeni ng; providing appropriations and
177 aut hori zing additional positions; requiring that the
178 Executive Ofice of the Governor provide prior notice to
179 the Legi sl ati ve Budget Comm ssion of allocations fromthe
180 | unp- sum appropriations to appropriation categories;
181 provi ding an effective date.

182
183| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
184
185 Section 1. Part V of chapter 1002, Florida Statutes,

186| consisting of sections 1002.51, 1002.53, 1002.55, 1002.57,

187| 1002.59, 1002.61, 1002.63, 1002.65, 1002.67, 1002.69, 1002.71,
188| 1002.73, 1002.75, 1002.77, and 1002.79, Florida Statutes, is

189| created to read:

190 PART V

191 VOLUNTARY PREKI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

192 1002.51 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term
193 (1) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Education.
194 (2) "Early learning coalition" or "coalition" neans an

195 early learning coalition created under s. 411.01.

196 (3) "Prekindergarten director" neans an onsite person
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197 ultimately responsible for the overall operation of a private

198| prekindergarten provider or, alternatively, of the provider's

199| prekindergarten program regardl ess of whether the person is the

200| owner of the provider.

201 (4) "Prekindergarten instructor” neans a teacher or child

202| care personnel as defined in s. 402.302 who provide instruction

203| to students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

204 (5) "Private prekindergarten provider" nmeans a provider

205| other than a public school which is eligible to deliver the

206| school -year prekindergarten program under s. 1002.55 or the

207| summer prekindergarten program under s. 1002.61.

208 1002.53 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

209| eligibility and enrol |l nent. - -

210 (1) There is created the Voluntary Prekindergarten

211| Education Program The programshall take effect in each county
212| at the beginning of the 2005-2006 school year and shall be

213| organized, designed, and delivered in accordance with s. 1(b)
214 and (c), Art. I X of the State Constitution.

215 (2) Each child who resides in this state who will have
216| attained the age of 4 years on or before Septenber 1 of the

217| school year is eligible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

218| Education Program during that school year. The child renuins

219| eligible until the begi nning of the school year for which the

220| child is eligible for adm ssion to kindergarten in a public
221| school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. or until the child is admtted

222| to kindergarten, whichever occurs first.

223 (3) The parent of each child eligible under subsection (2)

224 may enroll the child in one of the foll ow ng prograns:
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225 (a) A school-year prekindergarten programdelivered by a

226| private prekindergarten provider under s. 1002.55;

227 (b) A summrer prekindergarten program delivered by a public

228| school or private prekindergarten provider under s. 1002.61; or

229 (c) A school-year prekindergarten programdelivered by a

230| public school, if offered by a school district that is eligible
231| wunder s. 1002.63.

232
233| Except as provided in s. 1002.71(4), a child nay not enroll in

234| nore than one of these prograns.

235 (4)(a) Each parent enrolling a child in the Voluntary

236| Prekindergarten Educati on Program nmust conplete and submt an

237| application to the early learning coalition through the single
238| point of entry established under s. 411.01.
239 (b) The application nust be submtted on forns prescribed

240 by the Agency for Wbrkforce | nnovation and nust be acconpani ed

241| by a certified copy of the child' s birth certificate. The forns

242| nust include a certification, in substantially the form provi ded
243 in s. 1002.71(6)(b)2., that the parent chooses the private
244 | prekindergarten provider or public school in accordance with

245| this section and directs that paynents for the program be made

246| to the provider or school. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

247 nmay authorize alternative nethods for submtting proof of the

248| child's age in lieu of a certified copy of the child's birth
249| certificate.

250 (c) Each early learning coalition shall coordinate with

251| each of the school districts within the coalition's county or

2521 nulticounty region in the devel opment of procedures for
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253| enrolling children in prekindergarten prograns delivered by

254| public school s.

255 (5) The early learning coalition shall provide each parent

256| enrolling a child in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

257| Programwith a profile of every private prekindergarten provider

258| and public school delivering the programw thin the coalition's

259 county or multicounty region. The profiles shall be provided to

260| parents in a format prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce

261| Innovation. The profiles nust include, at a mninum the

262| followi ng informati on about each provider and school:

263 (a) The provider's or school's services, curricul um

264| instructor credentials, and instructor-to-student ratio; and

265 (b) The provider's or school's kindergarten readi ness rate

266| calculated in accordance wwth s. 1002.69, based upon the npst

267| recent available results of the statew de kindergarten

268| screening.

269 (6)(a) A parent nay enroll his or her child with any

270 private prekindergarten provider that is eligible to deliver the

271| Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Programunder this part;

272| however, the provider nay deternm ne whether to admt any child.

273| An early learning coalition may not linmt the nunber of students

274| admtted by any private prekindergarten provider for enroll nent

275| in the program However, this paragraph does not authorize an

276| early learning coalition to allow a provider to exceed any

277| staff-to-children ratio, square footage per child, or other

278| requirenent inposed under ss. 402.301-402.319 as a result of

279| admi ssions in the prekindergarten program

280 (b) A parent may enroll his or her child with any public

Page 10 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004

281| school within the school district which is eligible to deliver

282| the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Programunder this part,

283| subject to avail abl e space. Each school district may limt the

284| nunber of students admtted by any public school for enroll nment

285| in the program however, the school district nust provide for

286| the adm ssion of every eligible child within the district whose

287| parent enrolls the child in a summer prekindergarten program
288| delivered by a public school under s. 1002.61.
289 (c) Each private prekindergarten provider and public

290 school nust conply with the antidiscrimnnation requirenents of
291| 42 U.S.C. s. 2000d, regardl ess of whether the provider or school
292| receives federal financial assistance. A private prekindergarten

293| provider or public school may not discrin nate agai nst a parent

294| or child, including the refusal to admt a child for enroll nment

295 in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program in violation

296| of these antidiscrinm nation requirenents.

297 1002. 55 School -year prekindergarten program delivered by

298| private prekindergarten providers.--

299 (1) Each early learning coalition shall adni nister the

300| Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program at the county or

301| regional level for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(a) in a

302| school-year prekindergarten programdelivered by a private

303| prekindergarten provider.

304 (2) Each school-year prekindergarten programdelivered by

305| a private prekindergarten provider nust conprise at |east 540

306| instructional hours.

307 (3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program

308| a private prekindergarten provider nust neet each of the
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309 follow ng requirenents:

310 (a) The private prekindergarten provider nust be a child

311| care facility licensed under s. 402.305, famly day care hone

312| licensed under s. 402.313, large famly child care hone |icensed

313| under s. 402.3131, nonpublic school exenpt fromlicensure under
314| s. 402.3025(2), or faith-based child care provider exenpt from
315| licensure under s. 402.316.

316 (b) The private prekindergarten provider nust:

317 1. Be accredited by an accrediting association that is a

318| menber of the National Council for Private School Accreditation,

319 the Comm ssion on International and Trans- Regi onal

320| Accreditation, or the Florida Association of Acadeni c Nonpublic
321| Schools;

322 2. Hold a current Gold Seal Quality Care designation under
323| s. 402.281; or
324 3. Be licensed under s. 402.305, s. 402.313, or s.

325 402.3131 and denonstrate, before delivering the Voluntary

326| Prekindergarten Education Program as verified by the early

327| learning coalition, that the provider neets each of the

328| requirenents of the programunder this part, including, but not

329| |limted to, the requirenents for credentials and background

330| screenings of prekindergarten instructors under paragraphs (c)

331| and (d), mninum and maxi nrum cl ass si zes under paragraph (e),

332| prekindergarten director credentials under paragraph (f), and a

333| devel opnentally appropriate curricul umunder s. 1002.67(2)(b).

334 (c) The private prekindergarten provider nust have, for

335| each prekindergarten class, at |east one prekindergarten

336| instructor who neets each of the foll ow ng requirenents:
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337 1. The prekindergarten instructor nust hold, at a m ni num

338 one of the follow ng credentials:

339 a. A child devel opnent associate credential issued by the

340 National Credentialing Programof the Council for Professional

341| Recognition; or

342 b. A credential approved by the Departnent of Children and

343| Fam ly Services as being equivalent to or greater than the

344| credential described in sub-subparagraph a.
345
346| The Departnent of Children and Family Services nay adopt rules
347| under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and
348| procedures for approving equival ent credentials under sub-

349| subparagraph b.

350 2. The prekindergarten instructor nust successfully

351| conplete an energent literacy traini ng course approved by the

352| departnent as neeting or exceeding the m ni mum standards adopted

353| under s. 1002.59. This subparagraph does not apply to a

354| prekindergarten instructor who successfully conpl etes approved

355| training in early literacy and | anguage devel opnent under s.
356 402.305(2)(d)5., s. 402.313(6), or s. 402.3131(5) before the
357| establishnent of one or nore energent literacy training courses
358| under s. 1002.59 or April 1, 2005, whichever occurs |ater.

359 (d) Each prekindergarten instructor enployed by the

360| private prekindergarten provider nust be of good noral

361| character, nmust be screened using the level 2 screening

362| standards in s. 435.04 before enpl oynent and rescreened at | east

363| once every 5 years, nust be denied enploynent or termnated if

364| required under s. 435.06, and nust not be ineligible to teach in
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365 a public school because his or her educator certificate is

366| suspended or revoked.

367 (e) Each of the private prekindergarten provider's

368| prekindergarten classes nust be conposed of at | east 4 students

369| but may not exceed 18 students. In order to protect the health

370 and safety of students, each private prekindergarten provider

371| must also provide appropriate adult supervision for students at

372| all tines. This paragraph does not supersede any requirenent
373| 1nposed on a provider under ss. 402.301-402. 319.
374 (f) Before the beginning of the 2006- 2007 school year, the

375| private prekindergarten provider nust have a prekindergarten

376| director who has a prekindergarten director credential that is

377| approved by the departnent as neeting or exceeding the m ni mum

378| standards adopted under s. 1002.57. Successful conpletion of a
379| child care facility director credential under s. 402.305(2)(f)
380| before the establishnent of the prekindergarten director

381| credential under s. 1002.57 or July 1, 2006, whichever occurs

382| later, satisfies the requirenent for a prekindergarten director

383| credential under this paragraph.

384 (g) The private prekindergarten provider nust register

385| with the early learning coalition on forns prescri bed by the

386| Agency for Wirkforce | nnovati on.

387 (h) The private prekindergarten provider nust deliver the

388| Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Programin accordance with
389| this part.

390 (4) A prekindergarten instructor, in lieu of the m ninum

391| credentials and courses required under paragraph (3)(c), nay

392| hold one of the follow ng educational credentials:
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393 (a) A bachelor's or higher degree in early chil dhood

394| education, prekindergarten or primary education, preschool

395| education, or famly and consuner science;

396 (b) A bachelor's or higher degree in el enentary educati on,

397| if the prekindergarten instructor has been certified to teach

398| children any age frombirth through 6th grade, regardl ess of

399| whether the instructor's educator certificate is current, and if

400| the instructor is not ineligible to teach in a public school

401| because his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked;

402 (c) An associate's or higher degree in child devel opnent;

403 (d) An associate's or higher degree in an unrelated field,

404| at least 6 credit hours in early chil dhood education or child

405| devel opnent, and at | east 480 hours of experience in teaching or

406| providing child care services for children any age frombirth

407| through 8 years of age; or

408 (e) An educational credential approved by the departnent

409| as being equivalent to or greater than an educati onal credenti al

410| described in this subsection. The departnment nay adopt criteria

411| and procedures for approving equival ent educational credentials

412| wunder this paragraph.
413 1002. 57 Prekindergarten director credential. --
414 (1) By July 1, 2006, the departnent shall adopt m ni num

415| standards for a credential for prekindergarten directors of

416| private prekindergarten providers delivering the Voluntary

417| Prekindergarten Education Program The credential nust enconpass

418| requirenents for education and onsite experience.

419 (2) The educational requirenents nust include training in
420| the foll ow ng:
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421 (a) Professionally accepted standards for prekindergarten

422| prograns, early learning, and strategi es and techniques to

423| address the age-appropriate progress of prekindergarten students

424 in attaining the performance standards adopted by the depart nent
425| under s. 1002.67;
426 (b) Strategies that all ow students with disabilities and

427| other special needs to derive maxi num benefit fromthe Voluntary

428| Prekindergarten Educati on Program and

429 (c) Program adm nistration and operations, including

430| managenent, organi zational | eadership, and financial and | egal

431 i ssues.

432 (3) The prekindergarten director credential nust neet or

433| exceed the requirenents of the Departnent of Children and Famly

434| Services for the child care facility director credential under
435| s. 402.305(2)(f), and successful conpletion of the

436| prekindergarten director credential satisfies these requirenents

437| for the child care facility director credential

438 (4) The departnent shall, to the nmaxi num extent

439| practicable, award credit to a person who successfully conpl etes

440| the child care facility director credential under s.
441 402.305(2)(f) for those requi renents of the prekindergarten

442 director credential which are duplicative of requirenents for

443| the child care facility director credential.

444 1002.59 Energent literacy training courses.--By April 1,

445| 2005, the departnent shall adopt m ni mrum standards for one or

446| nore training courses in energent literacy for prekindergarten

447| instructors. Each course nust conprise 5 clock hours and provide

448| instruction in strategi es and techni ques to address the age-
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449| appropriate progress of prekindergarten students in devel opi ng

450| energent literacy skills, including oral communication,

451| know edge of print and |l etters, phonem ¢ and phonol ogi cal

452 awar eness, and vocabul ary and conprehensi on devel opment. Each

453| course nust al so provide resources containing strategi es that

454( allow students with disabilities and other special needs to

455| derive maxi mum benefit fromthe Voluntary Prekindergarten

456| Education Program Successful conpletion of an energent literacy

457 training course approved under this section satisfies

458| requirenents for approved training in early literacy and

459( | anguage devel opnent under ss. 402.305(2)(d)5., 402.313(6), and
460| 402.3131(5).

461 1002. 61 Summer preki ndergarten program delivered by public

462| schools and private prekindergarten providers.--

463 (1)(a) Each school district shall adm nister the Voluntary

464| Prekindergarten Education Programat the district |evel for
465| students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in a sunmer

466| prekindergarten programdelivered by a public school.

467 (b) Each early learning coalition shall adni nister the

468| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program at the county or

469| regional level for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3)(b) in a

470| sumrer prekindergarten programdelivered by a private

471| prekindergarten provider.

472 (2) Each summer prekindergarten programdelivered by a

473| public school or private prekindergarten provider nust:

474 (a) Conprise at |east 300 instructional hours;

475 (b) Not begin earlier than May 1 of the school year; and

476 (c) Not deliver the programfor a child earlier than the
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477 sumrer imredi ately before the school year for which the child is

478| eligible for adm ssion to kindergarten in a public school under
479| s. 1003.21(1)(a)?2.

480 (3)(a) Each district school board shall determ ne which
481| public schools in the school district are eligible to deliver

482 the summer prekindergarten program The school district shal

483| wuse educational facilities available in the public schools

484| during the summer termfor the sunmmer prekindergarten program

485 (b) Except as provided in this section, to be eligible to

486| deliver the sunmer prekindergarten program a private

487| prekindergarten provider nust neet each requirenent in s.

488| 1002.55.

489 (4) Notwithstanding ss. 1002.55(3)(c)1. and 1002.63(5),
490( each public school and private prekindergarten provider nust

491| have, for each prekindergarten class, at |east one

492| prekindergarten instructor who:

493 (a) Is a certified teacher; or

494 (b) Holds one of the educational credentials specified in
495 s. 1002.55(4)(a) or (b).

496

497 As used in this subsection, the term"certified teacher" neans a

498| teacher holding a valid Florida educator certificate under s.
499| 1012.56 who has the qualifications required by the district
500| school board to instruct students in the summer prekindergarten

501| program 1In selecting instructional staff for the sumrer

502| prekindergarten program each school district shall give

503| priority to teachers who have experience or coursework in early
504| chil dhood educati on.
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505 (5) Each prekindergarten instructor enpl oyed by a public

506| school or private prekindergarten provider delivering the sunrer

507| prekindergarten program nust be of good noral character, nust be

508| screened using the level 2 screening standards in s. 435.04

509 before enploynent and rescreened at | east once every 5 years,

510 nust be denied enploynent or termnated if required under s.

511| 435.06, and nust not be ineligible to teach in a public school

512| because his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked.

513| This subsection does not supersede enpl oynent requirenents for

514| instructional personnel in public schools which are nore

515| stringent than the requirenents of this subsection
516 (6) Notwi thstanding ss. 1002.55(3)(e) and 1002.63(7), each

517| prekindergarten class in the sumer prekindergarten program

518| regardl ess of whether the class is a public school's or private

519| prekindergarten provider's class, nust be conposed of at |east 4

520| students but may not exceed 10 students. In order to protect the

521| health and safety of students, each public school or private

522| prekindergarten provider nust al so provide appropriate adult

523| supervision for students at all tines. This subsecti on does not

524| supersede any requirenent inposed on a provider under ss.
525| 402.301-402. 319.

526 (7) Each public school delivering the sunmer

527| prekindergarten programnust al so:

528 (a) Register with the early |learning coalition on forns

529| prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation; and

530 (b) Deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

531| Programin accordance with this part.

532 1002. 63 School -year preki ndergarten program delivered by
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533| public schools. --

534 (1) Each school district eligible under subsection (4) may

535| administer the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program at
536 the district |level for students enroll ed under s. 1002.53(3)(c)
537| in a school-year prekindergarten programdelivered by a public
538| school.

539 (2) Each school-year prekindergarten program delivered by

540| a public school nmust conprise at | east 540 instructional hours.
541 (3) The district school board of each school district
542| eligible under subsection (4) shall detern ne which public

543| schools in the district are eligible to deliver the

544 | prekindergarten programduring the school year

545 (4) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program

546| during the school year, each school district nust neet both of

547 the follow ng requirenents:
548 (a) The district school board nmust certify to the State
549| Board of Education that the school district:

550 1. Has reduced the average class size in each classroomin
551| accordance with s. 1003.03 and the schedule in s. 1(a), Art. [|X
552| of the State Constitution; and

553 2. Has sufficient satisfactory educational facilities and

554| capital outlay funds to continue reducing the average cl ass size

555| in each classroomin the district's elenentary schools for each

556| vyear in accordance with the schedule for class-size reduction

557| and to achieve full conpliance with the maxi num class sizes in
558| s. 1(a), Art. I X of the State Constitution by the begi nning of
559 the 2010- 2011 school year.

560 (b) The Conm ssioner of Education nust certify to the
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561| State Board of Education that the departnent has reviewed the

562| school district's educational facilities, capital outlay funds,

563| and projected student enroll ment and concurs with the district

564| school board's certification under paragraph (a).

565 (5) Each public school nust have, for each prekindergarten

566| class, at |east one prekindergarten instructor who neets each

567| requirenment in s. 1002.55(3)(c) for a prekindergarten instructor

568| of a private prekindergarten provider.

569 (6) Each prekindergarten instructor enployed by a public

570| school delivering the school -year prekindergarten program nust

571| be of good noral character, nust be screened using the |evel 2

572| screening standards in s. 435.04 before enpl oynent and

573| rescreened at | east once every 5 years, nust be denied

574| enploynent or termnated if required under s. 435.06, and nust

575| not be ineligible to teach in a public school because his or her

576| educator certificate i s suspended or revoked. This subsection

577| does not supersede enpl oynent requirenents for instructiona

578| personnel in public schools which are nore stringent than the

579 requirenents of this subsection.

580 (7) Each prekindergarten class in a public school

581| delivering the school-year prekindergarten program nust be

582| conposed of at |east 4 students but nay not exceed 18 students.

583| In order to protect the health and safety of students, each

584| school nust al so provide appropriate adult supervision for

585| students at all tines.

586 (8) Each public school delivering the school -year

587| prekindergarten program nust:

588 (a) Register with the early learning coalition on forns
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589| prescribed by the Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation; and

590 (b) Deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

591| Programin accordance with this part.

592 1002. 65 Professional credentials of prekindergarten

593| instructors; aspirational goals; |egislative intent.--

594 (1) The Legislature recognizes that there is a strong

595 relationship between the skills and preparation of

596| prekindergarten instructors and the educati onal outcones of

597| students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program

598 (2) To inprove these educational outcones, the Legislature

599| intends that all prekindergarten instructors will continue to

600| inprove their skills and preparation through educati on and

601| training, so that the follow ng aspirational goals will be
602| achieved:

603 (a) By the 2010-2011 school vyear

604 1. Each prekindergarten class will have at | east one

605| prekindergarten instructor who hol ds an associate's or higher

606| degree in the field of early chil dhood education or child

607| devel opnent; and

608 2. For each prekindergarten class conposed of 11 or nore

609| students, in addition to a prekindergarten instructor who neets

610| the requirenents of subparagraph 1., the class will have at

611| |east one prekindergarten instructor who neets the requirenments
612 of s. 1002.55(3)(c).

613 (b) By the 2013-2014 school year, each prekindergarten
614| class will have at | east one prekindergarten instructor who

615| holds a bachelor's or higher degree in the field of early

616| chil dhood education or child devel opnment.
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617 1002. 67 Performance standards; curricula and

618| accountability.--
619 (1) By April 1, 2005, the departnent shall devel op and
620| adopt perfornance standards for students in the Voluntary

621| Prekindergarten Educati on Program The performance standards

622| nust address the age-appropriate progress of students in the

623| devel opnent of:

624 (a) The capabilities, capacities, and skills required
625| wunder s. 1(b), Art. I X of the State Constitution; and
626 (b) Enmergent literacy skills, including oral

627| conmuni cation, know edge of print and letters, phonem c and

628| phonol ogi cal awareness, and vocabul ary and conprehensi on

629| devel opnent.

630 (2)(a) Each private prekindergarten provider and public

631| school may select or design the curriculumthat the provider or

632| school uses to inplenent the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

633| Program except as otherw se required for a provider or schoo

634| that is placed on probation under paragraph (3)(c).

635 (b) Each private prekindergarten provider's and public

636| school's curriculumnust be devel opnental ly appropriate and
637| nust:

638 1. Be designed to prepare a student for early literacy;

639 2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in

640| attaining the performance standards adopted by the departnent

641| under subsection (1); and

642 3. Prepare students to be ready for kindergarten based

643| upon the statew de kindergarten screening adn ni stered under s.
644| 1002.69.
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645 (c) The departnment shall review and approve curricula for

646| use by private prekindergarten providers and public school s that

647| are placed on probation under paragraph (3)(c). The depart nent

648| shall nmaintain a list of the curricula approved under this

649| paragraph. Each approved curricul umnust neet the requirenents

650| of paragraph (b).

651 (3)(a) Each early learning coalition shall verify that

652| each private prekindergarten provider delivering the Voluntary

653| Prekindergarten Education Programw thin the coalition's county

654 or nulticounty region conplies with this part. Each district

655| school board shall verify that each public school delivering the

656| programwi thin the school district conplies with this part.

657 (b) If a private prekindergarten provider or public school

658| fails or refuses to conply with this part, or if a provider or

659| school engages in msconduct, the Agency for Wrkforce

660| Innovation shall require the early learning coalition to renpve

661| the provider, and the Departnent of Education shall require the

662| school district to renbve the school, fromeligibility to

663| deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program and

664| receive state funds under this part.

665 (c)1l. If the kindergarten readiness rate of a private

666| prekindergarten provider or public school falls bel ow the

667 mnimumrate adopted by the State Board of Education as

668| satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6), the early learning coalition

669| or school district, as applicable, shall require the provider or

670 school to submt an inprovenent plan for approval by the

671| coalition or school district, as applicable, and to inpl enent
672 the plan.
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673 2. |If a private prekindergarten provider or public school

674| fails to neet the mninumrate adopted by the State Board of

675| Education as satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6) for 2 consecutive

676| years, the early learning coalition or school district, as

677| applicable, shall place the provider or school on probation and

678| nust require the provider or school to take certain corrective

679| actions, including the use of a curriculum approved by the

680| departnent under paragraph (2)(c).

681 3. A private prekindergarten provider or public school

682| that is placed on probation nmust continue the corrective actions

683| required under subparagraph 2., including the use of a

684| curriculum approved by the departnent, until the provider or

685| school neets the mninumrate adopted by the State Board of
686| Education as satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6).
687 4. |f a private prekindergarten provider or public school

688| renmins on probation for 2 consecutive years and fails to neet

689 the mninmnumrate adopted by the State Board of Education as
690| satisfactory under s. 1002.69(6), the Agency for Wrkforce
691| Innovation shall require the early learning coalition or the

692| Departnent of Education shall require the school district, as

693| applicable, to renpbve the provider or school fromeligibility to

694| deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and

695| receive state funds for the program

696 (d) Each early learning coalition, the Agency for

697| Workforce Innovation, and the departnent shall coordinate with
698| the Child Care Services Program Ofice of the Departnent of

699| Children and Famly Services to mnimze interagency duplication

700| of activities for nonitoring private prekindergarten providers
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701| for conpliance with requirenents of the Voluntary

702| Prekindergarten Educati on Program under this part, the school

703| readiness prograns under s. 411.01, and the |icensing of
704| providers under ss. 402.301-402. 319.
705 1002.69 Statew de kindergarten screening; kindergarten

706 readi ness rates.--

707 (1) The departnent shall adopt a statew de kindergarten

708| screening that assesses the readi ness of each student for

709| kindergarten based upon the performance standards adopted by the

710| departnent under s. 1002.67(1) for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

711| Education Program The departnment shall require that each schoo

712| district adnmnister the statew de kindergarten screening to each

713| kindergarten student in the school district within the first 30

714| school days of each school year.

715 (2) The statew de kindergarten screening shall provide

716| objective data concerning each student's readi ness for

717| kindergarten and progress in attaining the performnce standards
718| adopted by the departnent under s. 1002.67(1).
719 (3) The statew de kindergarten screening shall incorporate

720| nechanisns for recognizing potential variations in kindergarten

721| readiness rates for students with disabilities.
722 (4) Each parent who enrolls his or her child in the

723| Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program nust submt the

724 child for the statew de ki ndergarten screening, regardl ess of

725| whether the child is admtted to kindergarten in a public school

726| or nonpublic school. Each school district shall designate sites

727| to adm nister the statew de kindergarten screening for children

728| admitted to kindergarten in a nonpublic school.
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729 (5) The State Board of Education shall adopt procedures

730 for the departnent to annually cal cul ate each private

731| prekindergarten provider's and public school's kindergarten

732| readiness rate, which nust be expressed as the percentage of the

733| provider's or school's students who are assessed as ready for

734| kindergarten. The ki ndergarten readi ness rates nust be based

735| exclusively upon the results of the statew de ki ndergarten

736| screening for students conpleting the Voluntary Prekindergarten

737| Education Program beginning with students conpleting the

738| programduring the 2005-2006 school year who are adm nistered

739| the statew de kindergarten screening during the 2006- 2007 school

740| year. The rates nust not include students who are not

741| adnm nistered the statew de kindergarten screening.
742 (6)(a) The State Board of Education shall periodically
743| adopt a m ni num ki ndergarten readi ness rate that, if achi eved by

744| a private prekindergarten provider or public school, woul d

745| denonstrate the provider's or school's satisfactory delivery of

746| the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

747 (b) The mnimumrate nmust not exceed the rate at which

748| nore than 15 percent of the kindergarten readi ness rates of al

749| private prekindergarten providers and public schools delivering

750 the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Programin the state

751 would fall below the m ninumrate.

752 1002. 71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting. --

753 (1) Funds appropriated for the Voluntary Prekindergarten

754| Education Program may be used only for the programin accordance

755 with this part. If the student enrollnent in the programfor a

756| fiscal year exceeds the estimated enrol |l ment upon which the
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757| appropriation for that fiscal year is provided, thereby causing

758| a shortfall, funds appropriated to the programfor the

759| subsequent fiscal year nust be used first to fund the shortfall.

760 (2) A full-tinme equivalent student in the Voluntary

761| Prekindergarten Educati on Programshall be cal cul ated as
762| follows:
763 (a) For a student in a school -year prekindergarten program

764| delivered by a private prekindergarten provider: 540

765 i nstructional hours.

766 (b) For a student in a summer prekindergarten program

767| delivered by a public school or private prekindergarten

768| provider: 300 instructional hours.

769 (c) For a student in a school -year prekindergarten program

770 delivered by a public school: 540 instructional hours.
771

772| Except as provided in subsection (4), a student may not be

773| reported for funding purposes as nore than one full-tinme

774| equival ent student.

775 (3)(a) The base student allocation per full-tine

776| equival ent student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on

777| Programshall be provided in the General Appropriations Act and

778| shall be equal for each student, regardl ess of whether the

779| student is enrolled in a school-year prekindergarten program

780| delivered by a private prekindergarten provider, a sunmer

781| prekindergarten programdelivered by a public school or private

782| prekindergarten provider, or a school -year prekindergarten

783| programdelivered by a public school.

784 (b) Each county's allocation per full-tine equival ent
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785| student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program shal

786| be calculated annually by nmultiplying the base student

787| allocation provided in the General Appropriations Act by the
788| county's district cost differential provided in s. 1011.62(2).
789| Each private prekindergarten provider and public school shall be

790| paid in accordance with the county's allocation per full-tine

791| equival ent student.

792 (4) Notwithstanding s. 1002.53(3) and subsection (2):
793 (a) A child who, for any of the prekindergarten prograns
794| listed in s. 1002.53(3), has not conpleted nore than 10 percent

795| of the hours authorized to be reported for fundi ng under

796| subsection (2) may withdraw from the program for good cause,

797| reenroll in one of the progranms, and be reported for funding

798| purposes as a full-tinme equivalent student in the programfor
799 which the child is reenroll ed.
800 (b) A child who has not substantially conpleted any of the

801| prekindergarten prograns listed in s. 1002.53(3) may w t hdraw

802| fromthe programdue to an extrene hardship that is beyond the

803| child's or parent's control, reenroll in one of the prograns,

804| and be reported for funding purposes as a full-tine equival ent

805| student in the programfor which the child is reenroll ed.
806

807| A child nmay reenroll only once in a prekindergarten program

808| wunder this section. A child who reenrolls in a prekindergarten

809| programunder this subsection nay not subsequently w thdraw from

810| the programand reenroll. The Agency for Workforce | nnovation

811| shall establish criteria specifying whether a good cause exists

812| for a child to withdraw from a program under paragraph (a)
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813| whether a child has substantially conpl eted a program under

814| paragraph (b), and whether an extrene hardship exists which is

815| beyond the child's or parent's control under paragraph (b).

816 (5)(a) Each early learning coalition shall nmintain

817| through the single point of entry established under s. 411.01 a

818| current database of the students enrolled in the Voluntary

819| Prekindergarten Educati on Programfor each county within the

820| coalition's region.

821 (b) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation shall adopt

822| procedures for the paynent of private prekindergarten providers

823| and public schools delivering the Voluntary Prekindergarten

824| Education Program The procedures shall provide for the advance

825| paynent of providers and schools based upon student enroll nent

826| in the program the certification of student attendance, and the

827| reconciliation of advance paynments in accordance with the

828| wuniform attendance policy adopted under paragraph (6)(d). The

829| procedures shall provide for the nonthly distribution of funds

830| by the Agency for Whrkforce I nnovation to the early |earning

831| coalitions for paynent by the coalitions to private

832| prekindergarten providers and public schools. The depart nent

833| shall transfer to the Agency for Workforce | nnovati on at | east

834| once each quarter the funds available for paynent to private

835| prekindergarten providers and public schools in accordance with

836| this paragraph fromthe funds appropriated for that purpose.

837 (6)(a) Each parent enrolling his or her child in the

838| Vol untary Prekindergarten Educati on Program nust agree to conply

839| with the attendance policy of the private prekindergarten

840| provider or district school board, as applicable. Upon
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841| enrollnment of the child, the private prekindergarten provider or

842| public school, as applicable, nust provide the child s parent

843| with a copy of the provider's or school district's attendance

844| policy, as applicable.

845 (b)1. Each private prekindergarten provider's and district

846| school board's attendance policy nust require the parent of each

847| student in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Programto

848| verify, each nonth, the student's attendance on the prior

849| nonth's certified student attendance.

850 2. The parent nust submt the verification of the

851| student's attendance to the private prekindergarten provider or

852| public school on forns prescribed by the Agency for Wrkforce

853 | nnovation. The fornms nust include, in addition to the

854| verification of the student's attendance, a certification, in

855| substantially the followng form that the parent continues to

856| choose the private prekindergarten provider or public school in

857| accordance with s. 1002.53 and directs that paynents for the

858| program be nade to the provider or school

859

860 VERI FI CATI ON OF STUDENT' S ATTENDANCE

861 AND CERTI FI CATI ON OF PARENTAL CHO CE

862

863| I, . . . (Nane of Parent) . . . , swear (or affirm that ny
864| child, . . . (Nane of Student) . . . , attended the Voluntary
865| Prekindergarten Educati on Programon the days |isted above and
866| certify that | continue to choose . . . (Nane of Provider or
867| School) . . . to deliver the programfor ny child and direct

868| that programfunds be paid to the provider or school for ny
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869| child.
870 . . . (Signature of Parent)
871 . . . (Date)
872
873 3. The private prekindergarten provider or public school

874 nust keep each original signed formfor at |east 2 years. Each

875| private prekindergarten provider nust pernt the early |earning

876| coalition, and each public school nust pernit the schoo

877| district, to inspect the original signed forns during nornal

878| business hours. The Agency for W rkforce I nnovation shall adopt

879| procedures for early learning coalitions and school districts to

880| reviewthe original signed forns against the certified student

881| attendance. The revi ew procedures shall provide for the use of

882| selective inspection techniques, including, but not limted to,

883| random sanpling. Each early learning coalition and schoo

884| district nust conply with the revi ew procedures.

885 (c) A private prekindergarten provider or school district,

886| as applicable, may dism ss a student who does not conply with

887| the provider's or district's attendance policy. A student

888| disnmi ssed under this paragraph is not renoved fromthe Voluntary

889| Prekindergarten Educati on Program and may continue in the

890| programthrough reenroll nment with another private

891| prekindergarten provider or public school. Notw thstanding s.
892| 1002.53(6)(b), a school district is not required to provide for
893| the admission of a student dism ssed under this paragraph.

894 (d) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adopt, for

895 funding purposes, a uniformattendance policy for the Voluntary

896| Prekindergarten Educati on Program The attendance policy nust
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897| apply statewi de and apply equally to all private prekindergarten

898| providers and public schools. The attendance policy nust

899| establish a mninumrequirenent for student attendance and

900| include the follow ng provisions:

901 1. A student who neets the mni numrequi renent nay be

902| reported as a full-tinme equival ent student for fundi ng purposes.

903 2. A student who does not neet the m ninumrequirenment nay

904| be reported only as a fractional part of a full-tine equival ent

905| student, reduced pro rata based on the student's attendance.

906 3. A student who does not neet the m ninumrequirenment nay

907| be reported as a full-tine equival ent student if the student is

908| absent for good cause in accordance with exceptions specified in

909| the uniform attendance policy.
910
911| The uniform attendance policy shall be used only for funding

912| purposes and does not prohibit a private preki ndergarten

913| provider or public school from adopting and enforcing its

914| attendance policy under paragraphs (a) and (c).

915 (7) The Agency for Wirkforce |Innovation shall require that

916| adm nistrative expenditures be kept to the m ni nrum necessary for

917| efficient and effective adm nistration of the Voluntary

918| Prekindergarten Education Program Each early |learning coalition

919| nmmy retain and expend no nore than 5 percent of the funds paid

920| by the coalition to private prekindergarten providers and public

921| school s under paragraph (5)(b). Funds retained by an early

922| learning coalition under this subsection may be used only for

923| administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

9241 and may not be used for the school readi ness program or other
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925| prograns.
926 (8) Except as otherw se expressly authorized by law, a

927| private prekindergarten provider or public school may not:

928 (a) Require paynent of a fee or charge for services

929| provided for a child enrolled in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

930| Education Programduring a period reported for fundi ng purposes;
931| or

932 (b) Require a child to enroll for, or require the paynent

933| of any fee or charge for, supplenmental services as a condition

934| of admtting a child for enrollnment in the Voluntary

935| Prekindergarten Educati on Program

936 (9) A parent is responsible for the transportation of his

937| or her child to and fromthe Vol untary Prekindergarten Education

938| Program regardl ess of whether the programis delivered by a

939| private prekindergarten provider or a public school. However, a

940| provider or school may use part of the funds it is paid under

941| paragraph (5)(b) for transporting students to and fromthe

942| program A student enrolled in the Voluntary Preki ndergarten

943| Education Program nay not be reported under s. 1011.68 for

944| student transportation funds.

945 1002. 73 Departnent of Education; powers and duti es;

946| accountability requirenents.--

947 (1) The departnment shall adm nister the accountability

948| requirenents of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
949| at the state |evel.

950 (2) The departnment shall adopt procedures for the

951| departnent's:

952 (a) Approval of prekindergarten director credentials under
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953| ss. 1002.55 and 1002.57.

954 (b) Approval of energent literacy training courses under
955| ss. 1002.55 and 1002. 59.
956 (c) Certification of school districts that are eligible to

957| deliver the school -year prekindergarten program under s.
958| 1002.63.
959 (d) Admnistration of the statew de kindergarten screening

960 and cal cul ation of kindergarten readi ness rates under s.
961| 1002.69.
962 (3) Except as provided by |aw, the departnent may not

963| inpose requirenments on a private prekindergarten provider that

964| does not deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

965| or receive state funds under this part.

966 1002. 75 Agency for Workforce | nnovation; powers and

967| duties; operational requirenents.--

968 (1) The Agency for Workforce I nnovation shall adm nister

969| the operational requirenents of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

970| Education Programat the state |evel.

971 (2) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation shall adopt

972| procedures governing the adm nistration of the Voluntary

973| Prekindergarten Educati on Program by the early | earning

974| <coalitions and school districts for

975 (a) Enrolling children in and deternmining the eligibility

976| of children for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
977| wunder s. 1002.53.

978 (b) Providing parents with profiles of private

979| prekindergarten providers and public schools under s. 1002.53.

980 (c) Registering private prekindergarten providers and
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981| public schools to deliver the program under ss. 1002.55,
982| 1002.61, and 1002. 63.

983 (d) Determining the eligibility of private prekindergarten
984| providers to deliver the program under ss. 1002.55 and 1002. 61.
985 (e) Verifying the conpliance of private prekindergarten

986| providers and public schools and renovi ng providers or school s

987| fromeligibility to deliver the program due to nonconpliance or

988| m sconduct as provided in s. 1002. 67.

989 (f) Paying private prekindergarten providers and public
990| schools under s. 1002.71.
991 (g) Docunenting and certifying student enroll nent and

992| student attendance under s. 1002.71.

993 (h) Reconciling advance paynents in accordance with the

994| wuniform attendance policy under s. 1002.71.

995 (i) Reenrolling students disnm ssed by a private

996| prekindergarten provider or public school for nonconpliance with

997| the provider's or school district's attendance policy under s.
998| 1002.71.
999 (3) The Agency for Wbrkforce | nnovation shall adopt, in

1000 consultation with and subject to approval by the departnent,

1001| procedures governing the adm nistration of the Voluntary

1002| Prekindergarten Education Programby the early |earning

1003| coalitions and school districts for

1004 (a) Approving inprovenent plans of private prekindergarten

1005 providers and public schools under s. 1002.67.

1006 (b) Placing private prekindergarten providers and public

1007| schools on probation and requiring corrective actions under s.
1008| 1002. 67.
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1009 (c) Renobving a private prekindergarten provider or public

1010| school fromeligibility to deliver the programdue to the

1011| provider's or school's renmining on probati on beyond the tine
1012| permtted under s. 1002. 67.
1013 (4) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall al so adopt

1014| procedures for the agency's distribution of funds to early

1015| learning coalitions under s. 1002.71.

1016 (5) Except as provided by |aw, the Agency for Wrkforce

1017 Innovation nay not inpose requirenents on a private

1018| prekindergarten provider or public school that does not deliver

1019| the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program or receive state
1020| funds under this part.

1021 1002.77 Florida Early Learni ng Advisory Council.--

1022 (1) There is created the Florida Early Learni ng Advi sory

1023| Council within the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation. The purpose

1024| of the advisory council is to subnmt recomendations to the

1025| departnent and the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation on the early

1026| learning policy of this state, including recommendati ons

1027| relating to admnistration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

1028| Education Programunder this part and the school readi ness
1029 prograns under s. 411.01.

1030 (2) The advisory council shall be conposed of the

1031| follow ng nenbers:

1032 (a) The chair of the advisory council who shall be

1033| appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

1034 (b) The chair of each early learning coalition

1035 (c) One nenber who shall be appointed by and serve at the

1036| pleasure of the President of the Senate.
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1037 (d) One nmenber who shall be appointed by and serve at the
1038| pleasure of the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

1039
1040 The chair of the advisory council appointed by the Governor and

1041| the nmenbers appointed by the presiding officers of the

1042| Legislature nust each have a background in early |earning.

1043 (3) The advisory council shall neet at |east quarterly but

1044 may neet as often as necessary to carry out its duties and

1045| responsibilities.

1046 (4)(a) Each nenber of the advisory council shall serve

1047| w thout conpensation but is entitled to receive rei nbursenment

1048| for per diemand travel expenses for attendance at counci

1049 neetings as provided in s. 112.061

1050 (b) Each nmenber of the advisory council is subject to the
1051| ethics provisions in part I1l of chapter 112.

1052 (c) For purposes of tort liability, each nenber of the
1053| advisory council shall be governed by s. 768. 28.

1054 (5) The Agency for Workforce I nnovation shall provide
1055| staff and adm nistrative support for the advisory council

1056 1002. 79 Rul enaking authority. --

1057 (1) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es under

1058 ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adninister the provisions of this

1059 part conferring duties upon the departnent.

1060 (2) The Agency for Workforce |Innovation shall adopt rul es

1061| wunder ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm nister the provisions of

1062| this part conferring duties upon the agency.

1063 Section 2. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to
1064 | read:
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1065 411. 01 Hertda—Partnership—+for School readi ness prograns;
1066| early |earning school—+readiness coalitions.--
1067 (1) SHORT TITLE. --This section nay be cited as the "Schoo
1068| Readi ness Act."
1069 (2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -
1070 (a) The Legislature recognizes that school readiness

1071| programs increase children's chances of achieving future

1072| educational success and becom ng productive nmenbers of society.
1073| It is the intent of the Legislature that the sueh progranms be
1074| devel opnentally appropriate, research-based, involve parents as
1075 their child' s first teacher, serve as preventive neasures for
1076| children at risk of future school failure, enhance the

1077| educational readiness of eligible children, and support famly
1078| education. Each school readi ness program shall provide the
1079| elenents necessary to prepare at-risk children for school,

1080| including health screening and referral and an appropriate
1081| educational program

1082 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

1083| readi ness prograns be operated on a full -day, year-round basis
1084| to the maxi mum extent possible to enable parents to work and
1085| becone financially self-sufficient.

1086 (c) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

1087| readiness programs not exist as isolated prograns, but build
1088 wupon existing services and work in cooperation with other

1089| progranms for young children, and that school readi ness prograns
1090| be coordi nated andfunding—integrated to achieve full

1091| effectiveness.

1092 (d)y It is the intent of the Legislature that the
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1093| admnistrative staff at the state |level for school readiness
1094| prograns be kept to the m ninum necessary to adm nister earry
1095 out the duties of the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on Floerida
1096| PRartnershiptor—School—Readiness, as the school readiness
1097| prograns are to be regionally leealy designed, operated, and
1098 managed, with the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation Ferida
1099 i i i
1100| sechool—readiness— devel opi ng school readi ness program

1101| perfornmance standards and; outcone neasures Aeasutrerehts—ahnd
1102| data—desigh—and+eview— and approving and review ng early

1103| learning coalitions and leeal school readi ness eealitions—and
1104| plans.

1105 (e) It is the intent of the Legislature that

1106| appropriations for conbi ned school readi ness prograns shall not

1107| be less than the prograns would receive in any fiscal year on an
1108| unconbi ned basi s.

1109 (f) It is the intent of the Legislature that the school
1110| readi ness program coordi nate and operate in conjunction with the
1111| district school systens. However, it is also the intent of the
1112| Legislature that the school readi ness program not be construed
1113| as part of the systemof free public schools but rather as a
1114| separate programfor children under the age of kindergarten

1115| eligibility, funded separately fromthe systemof free public
1116| schools, utilizing a mandatory sliding fee scale, and providing
1117| an integrated and seanl ess system of school readiness services
1118| for the state's birth-to-kindergarten popul ation

1119 (g) It is the intent of the Legislature that the federal

1120| child care incone tax credit be preserved for school readiness
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1121| prograns.

1122 (h) 1t is the intent of the Legislature that schoo

1123| readi ness services shall be an integrated and seam ess system of
1124| services with a devel opnentally appropriate educati on conponent
1125| for the state's eligible birth-to-kindergarten popul ation

1126| described in subsection (6) and shall not be construed as part
1127| of the seanl ess K-20 education system except—for—the

1128| adm-nistrationof the uniformscreening-systemupon—entry into
1129| kindergarten.

1130 (3) PARENTAL PARTI Cl PATI ON I N SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAMS
1131
1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146

1147 b)y—Not-hi-ng—contained—+n This section does not aect—is
1148| #ntendedto:
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1149 (a)3~ Relieve parents and guardi ans of their own

1150| obligations to prepare ready their children for school; or

1151 (b)2~ Create any obligation to provide publicly funded
1152| school readi ness prograns or services beyond those authorized by
1153| the Legislature.

1154 (4) ACGENCY FOR WORKFORCE | NNOVATI ON FLOR-DA—PARTNERSHI-P
1155| FOR-SCHOO-—READINESS. - -
1156 (a) The Agency for Wirkforce Innovation shall F-erida

1157 Partnership for School Readiness was created to fulfill three
1158 | mBjor—purposes—to administer school readi ness prograns at the
1159| state |level and shall program-services—that—helpparents—prepare

1160| eH-gible—-childrenfor—school—to coordinate the early |earning
1161| coalitions in providing prewisien—ef school readi ness services

1162| on a full-day, full-year, full-choice basis to the extent

1163| possible in order to enable parents to work and be financially
1164 | self-sufficient—andto—-establishauniformscreeninginstrumrent
1165 | ~ i ,

1166| adnmivstered by the schosldistricts vponentrynto

1167 kindergarten to assess the readiness for school of all children.
1168| Readiness for kindergartenis-the outcone neasure of the success
1169| of —each-school +readiness programthat receives state or federal
1170| #unds—Fhe—partnershipis—assignredtotheAgenrcyforVWbrkiorce
1171 tapovatton—toradminbstratibve purposes—

1172 (b) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation H-erida
1173| Partnershipfor School Readiness shall
1174 1. Coordinate the birth-to-kindergarten services for

1175| children who are eligible under pursuant—te subsection (6) and

1176| the progranmmatic, administrative, and fiscal standards under
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1177| pursyant—to this section for all public providers of schoo
1178| readi ness prograns.

1179 2. Continue to provide unified | eadership for school
1180| readiness through early |earning lecal—school+readiness
1181| coalitions.

1182 3. Focus on inproving the educational quality of al
1183| publicly funded school readi ness prograns.

1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
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1226
1227
1228
1229
1230
1231
1232
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1233| necessary.—ahd-actualexpenses—

1234 {g—Forthe purposes—of tort iability.—the nenbers of the
1235 i i

1236
1237
1238
1239
1240| hi+ring—subjiecttothe approvalof the partnership—alt

1241 enployees and staff nenbers, who shall serve under his or her
1242| direction—and-control—

1243 (c) For purposes of admnistration of the federal Child
1244| Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45 C.F.R parts 98 and 99, the Agency
1245| for Workforce I nnovation partnership nay be designated by the
1246| Governor as the |ead agency- and, if so designated, shall conply
1247| with the |ead agency responsibilities under pursuant—te federal
1248| | aw.

1249 (d) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation Ferda

1250| Partnershipfor-School Readiness—is-the principal—organization

1251 responsible for the enhancenent of school readiness for the
1252| state s children—and shall:

1253 1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public and

1254| private funds in accordance with all |egal and contractual
1255| requirenents.

1256 2. Provide final approval and periodic review of early
1257| |earning coalitions and school readiness plans.

1258 3. Provide | eadership for the enhancenent of schoo
1259| readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified

1260| approach to the state's efforts toward enhancenent of school

Page 45 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004

1261| readiness. In support of this effort, the Agency for Wrkforce
1262| |1nnovati on partnership may devel op and i npl enent specific
1263| strategies that address the state's school readi ness prograns.

1264 4. Safeguard the effective use of federal, state, |ocal,
1265| and private resources to achieve the highest possible |evel of
1266| school readiness for the state-s children in this state.
1267 5. Provide technical assistance to early |earning

1268| coalitions.

1269 6. Assess gaps in service.

1270 7. Provide technical assistance to counties that forma
1271 nulticounty region served by an early |l earning coalition.
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283
1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
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1289 | successtul-student perfornance—

1290 8.9~ Develop and adopt performance standards and outcone

1291| neasures for school readi ness prograns. The performance

1292| standards nust address the age-appropriate progress of children

1293| in the devel opnent of the school readiness skills required under

1294| paragraph (j). The performance standards for children frombirth

1295 to 3 years of age in school readiness prograns nust be

1296| integrated with the performance standards adopted by the

1297| Departnent of Education for children in the Voluntary

1298| Prekindergarten Educati on Programunder s. 1002. 67.

1299 (e)tk The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation parthership nmay
1300| adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to

1301| adm nister the provisions of |law conferring duties upon the

1302| agency, including, but not |imted this—seection—whiiechrelate to,
1303| rules governing the preparation preparing and i npl enentati on of
1304| iplenenting the systemfor school readiness system the

1305| collection of eelleeting data, the approval of early |earning

1306| approvingtocal—school—readiness coalitions and school readi ness
1307| plans, the provision of prewvidinrg a nethod whereby an early

1308| l|earning & coalition may eanr serve two or nore counties, the
1309| award of awarding incentives to early learning coalitions, and

1310| the issuance of issubnRg waivers.
1311 (f)&H- The Agency for Wirkforce |Innovation Flerida

1312 | PRartnershipfor—School—Readiness shall have all powers necessary
1313| to adm nister earry—out—thepurposes—of this section, including,

1314| but not linmted to, the power to receive and accept grants,

1315| |l oans, or advances of funds from any public or private agency

1316| and to receive and accept from any source contri butions of
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1317 noney, property, |labor, or any other thing of value, to be held,
1318| wused, and applied for the purposes of this section.
1319 (g) Except as provided by |aw, the Agency for Wrkforce

1320| Innovation may not inpose requirenents on a child care or early

1321| chil dhood education provider that does not deliver services

1322| under a school readi ness program or receive state or federal

1323| funds under this section
1324 (h)t»® The Agency for Workforce |Innovation Flerida

1325| PRartnershiptor—School—Readiness shall have a budget for the
1326| school readiness system which and shall be financed through an

1327 annual appropriation made for purposes of this section purpese
1328| in the General Appropriations Act.

1329 (i) The Agency for Wirkforce Innovation partnership

1330| shall coordinate the efforts toward school readiness in this

1331| state and provide i ndependent policy anal yses and

1332| recomendations to the Governor, the State Board of Educati on,
1333| and the Legislature.

1334 (j)€ee)> The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall require

1335 that each early learning coalition's Fhe—partnership—shat-
1336 ' i

1337| weasuring school readi ness program—Fhe-system nust, at a
1338 m nimum enhance the age-appropriate progress of each child in
1339| the devel opnent of inelude—a—uniform-sereening—whi-ch—shall-

1340| provi-de—objectivedata—+regarding the foll ow ng expeetations—for
1341| school readiness skills which—shall—inelude—at—a—mnimum

1342
1343
1344| and—examnations—
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1345 2—The child s physical developrent—
1346 1. 3— Fhe<chitd-s Conpliance with rules, Iimtations, and
1347| routines.
1348 2.4~ Thechiltd-s Ability to performtasks.
1349 3.5~ TFhechitd-s Interactions with adults.
1350 4. 6~ The—-child-s Interactions with peers.
1351 5.+ TFhechiltd-s Ability to cope with challenges.
1352 6.8~ TFhechitd-s Self-help skills.
1353 7.9~ Fhechild-s Ability to express the child' s his—er—her
1354| needs.
1355 8. 10— TFheechitd-s Verbal communication skills.
1356 9. 31~ The-ehild-s Probl emsolving skills.
1357 10. 12~ TFhechitd-s Follow ng of verbal directions.
1358 11.13~ TFhe—-chitd-s Denonstration of curiosity,
1359| persistence, and expl oratory behavi or.
1360 12.34~ Thechild-s Interest in books and other printed
1361| materials.
1362 13.15~ The—child-s Paying attention to stories.
1363 14. 16—~ TFhe—-echild-s Participation in art and nusic
1364| activities.
1365 15.17- Thechild-s Ability to identify colors, geonetric
1366| shapes, letters of the al phabet, nunbers, and spatial and
1367| tenporal relationships.
1368
1369| The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall also require that,
1370 before a child is enrolled in an early learning coalition's
1371| school readiness program the coalition nust ensure that
1372 infornation is obtained by the coalition or the school readi ness
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1373| provider regarding the child' s i muni zati ons, physical

1374| devel opnent, and other health requi renents as necessary,

1375 including appropriate vision and hearing screeni ng and

1376 exam nati ons.

1377 {(py—The partnership-shall prepareaplantor inplenenting
1378| the-systemfor neasuring-school readinessin-such-a—way that all
1379 hild . i 1 I I Lt :

1380| established by the partnership-when they enter kindergarten—
1381 : . . . . .

1382
1383
1384 i cabiliti I N Ll of the id fiod
1385 i i i

1386

1387

1388

1389 - hild it h dicabilitics.

1390 (k)& The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation parthership

1391| shall conduct studies and planning activities related to the
1392| overall inprovenent and effectiveness of the outcone scheel

1393| readiness neasures adopted by the agency for school readi ness

1394| prograns.
1395 (1) The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall nonitor and

1396| evaluate the performance of each early learning coalition in

1397| adm nistering the school readiness program inplenenting the

1398| coalition's school readiness plan, and adm nistering the

1399| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program These nonitoring

1400 and perfornmance eval uations nust include, at a mininmum onsite
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1401| nonitoring of each coalition's finances, managenent, operations,

1402| and prograns.
1403 (m The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall identify
1404 | best practices of early learning coalitions in order to inprove

1405| the outcones of school readi ness prograns.
1406
1407
1408
1409| shall submt an annual report of its activities conducted under

1410| this section to the Governor, the executive director of the
1411| Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the President of the Senate,
1412| the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the mnority

1413| | eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In addition, the
1414 Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation's parthership—s reports and
1415| recomrendations shall be nmade available to the State Board of

1416| Education, the Florida Early Learni ng Advi sory Council, other

1417| appropriate state agencies and entities, district school boards,
1418| central agenci es fer—child—-ecare, and county heal th departnents.
1419 The annual report nust provide an analysis of school readiness
1420| activities across the state, including the nunber of children
1421| who were served in the prograns andthenurber—of—children—who

1422 | were—ready for—school.

1423 (0)+)> The Agency for Wirkforce Innovation partnership
1424| shall work with the early | earni ng sehoel—readiness coalitions

1425| to increase parents' training for and involvenent in their

1426| children's preschool education and to provide fanmly literacy
1427| activities and prograns.
1428
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1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436 (5) CREATION OF EARLY LEARNI NG SCHOO-—READI-NESS
1437| COALI Tl ONS. - -
1438 (a) Early learning Schoelreadiness coalitions.--
1439 1. The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation shall establish the

1440 m ni num nunber of children to be served by each early | earning

1441| coalition through the coalition's school readi ness program The

1442| Agency for Workforce | nnovation may only approve schoo

1443| readiness plans in accordance with this mni mum nunber. The

1444 m ni nrum nunber nmust be uniformfor every early |earning

1445| coalition and nust:

1446 a. Permt 30 or fewer coalitions to be established; and

1447 b. Require each coalition to serve at least 2,000 children

1448| based upon the average nunber of all children served per nonth

1449 through the coalition's school readi ness programduring the

1450 previous 12 nonths.
1451
1452 The Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation shall adopt procedures for

1453| nerging early learning coalitions, including procedures for the

1454 consolidation of nerging coalitions, and for the early

1455| termnation of the terns of coalition nenbers which are

1456| necessary to acconplish the nergers. Each early |earning
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1457| coalition nust conply with the nmerger procedures and shall be

1458| organi zed in accordance with this subparagraph by April 1, 2005.

1459 By June 30, 2005, each coalition nust conplete the transfer of

1460 powers, duties, functions, rules, records, personnel, property,

1461| and unexpended bal ances of appropriations, allocations, and

1462| other funds to the successor coalition, if applicable.

1463 2.2~ |If an early learning coalition a—ecealition-—s—plan

1464| woul d serve fewer less—than—400birth-to-kindergarten—age

1465| children than the m ni mum nunber established under subparagraph
1466| 1., the coalition nmust nerge either—fotA W th another county to

1467 forma multicounty coalition. However, the Agency for Wrkforce

1468| |1 nnovation nay authorize an early learning coalition to serve

1469| fewer children than the m ni nrum nunber establi shed under

1470 subparagraph 1., if:

1471 a. The coalition denpnstrates to the Agency for Wrkforce

1472| Ilnnovation that nmerging with another county or nulticounty

1473| region contiguous to the coalition would cause an extrene

1474 hardship on the coalition;

1475 b. The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation has determ ned

1476| during the nost recent annual review of the coalition' s schoo

1477| readiness plan, or through nonitoring and perfornmance

1478| eval uations conducted under paragraph (4)(l), that the coalition

1479 has substantially inplenented its plan and substantially net the

1480| performance standards and out conme neasures adopted by the

1481| agency; and

1482 c. The coalition denpnstrates to the Agency for Wrkforce

1483| Ilnnovation the coalition' s—enter—anagreerenrt—wth—aftisecal
1484| agent—to-serve npre-than-one coalition—or denpnstrate-to-the
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1485| partnership—+ts ability to effectively and efficiently inplenent
1486| the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program is—plan—as—a

1487 | single-county coalitionand neetall required performance
1488| standards—and—outcomre neasures.

1489

1490| If an early learning coalition fails or refuses to nerge as

1491| required by this subparagraph, the Agency for Wrkforce

1492| I nnovation nmay dissolve the coalition and tenporarily contract

1493 with a qualified entity to continue school readiness and

1494| prekindergarten services in the coalition's county or

1495 multicounty region until the coalition is reestablished through

1496| resubm ssion of a school readiness plan and approval by the

1497| agency.
1498 3. Each early learning coalition shall be conposed of at

1499| least 18 nenbers but not nore than 35 nenbers. The Agency for

1500 Workforce I nnovation shall adopt standards establishing within

1501| this range the m ni num and maxi mum nunber of nenbers that nay be

1502| appointed to an early |learning coalition. These standards nust

1503| include variations for a coalition serving a nulticounty region.

1504| Each early learning coalition nust conply with these standards.

1505 4. The Governor shall appoint the chair and two ot her

1506| nenbers of each early |learning coalition, who nust each neet the

1507 sane qualifications as private-sector business nenbers appoi nted

1508 by the coalition under subparagraph 6.
1509 5.2~ Each early learning coalition shalH—have—at—teast—18
1510 but—notnorethan 25 nerbers—and-such—menbers nmust include the

1511| follow ng nenbers:

1512 a. A Departnent of Children and Family Services district
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1513 admnistrator or his or her designee who is authorized to nmake
1514| decisions on behalf of the departnent.

1515 b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her
1516| designee who is authorized to nake decisions on behalf of the
1517 district, who shall be a nonvoti ng nenber.

1518 c. A regional workforce developrent board executive ehair
1519| e+ director or his or her designee—whereappticable
1520 d. A county health departnent director or his or her

1521 | designee.
1522 e. Achildren' s services council or juvenile welfare board

1523| chair or executive director, if applicable, who shall be a

1524| nonvoting nenber if the council or board is the fiscal agent of

1525| the coalition or if the council or board contracts with and

1526| receives funds fromthe coalition

1527 f. An agency head of a | ocal ehild—-eare |icensing agency

1528| as defined in s. 402.302, where applicabl e head.

1529 g. A president of a community college or his or her

1530| designee.

1531

1532

1533 h. One nmenber appointed by a board of county

1534| conm ssioners.

1535 —One—nenmber—appointed by a-district—school board-

1536 i.}— A central ehitd—eare agency adm nistrator, where

1537 applicable, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

1538 ] .k A Head Start director, who shall be a nonvoting

1539| nenber.

1540 K.+~ A representative of private child care providers,
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1541 including famly day care hones, who shall be a nonvoting
1542| nenber.
1543 | .m A representative of faith-based child care providers,

1544| who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

1545 m A representative of prograns for children with

1546 disabilities under the federal Individuals with D sabilities

1547| Education Act, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

1548 6. Including the nenbers appoi nted by the Governor under
1549| subparagraph 4., nore than one-third of the eealt+en nenbers of
1550 each early learning coalition nmust be private-sector business

1551 menbers who do not have, and none of whose rel atives as defi ned

1552 in s. 112.3143 has, a substantial financial interest in the

1553| design or delivery of the Voluntary Preki ndergarten Educati on

1554| Program created under part V of chapter 1002 or the coalition's
1555| school readi ness program frem-theprivate—sector—and-neither
1556| they—nor theirfamlies iy earn—aninconefromthe early

1557| eduecation—and——childecarei+ndustry. To neet this requirenment an

1558| early learning a coalition nust appoint additional nmenbers from
1559 a list of nom nees submtted presented to the coalition by a
1560| chanber of comrerce or econom c devel opnent council within the

1561| geographic region served by area—ef the coalition. The Agency

1562| for Wirkforce Innovation shall establish criteria for appointing

1563| private-sector business nenbers. These criteria nust include

1564| standards for determ ning whether a nenber or relative has a

1565| substantial financial interest in the design or delivery of the

1566 Voluntary Preki ndergarten Educati on Programor the coalition's

1567| school readi ness program

1568 7. A mjority of the voting nenbership of an early
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1569| learning coalition constitutes a quorumrequired to conduct the

1570| business of the coalition.

1571 8.3—~ A voting Ne nenber of an early |learning & coalition

1572 may not appoint a designee to act in his or her place, except as

1573| otherw se provided in this paragraph. A voting nenber may send a

1574| representative to coalition neetings, but that representative
1575| does not witH- have nre voting privil eges. Wen a—dist+riect

1576| superintendent—of—schools—or a district admnistrator for the
1577 Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services appoints a desi ghee
1578| to an early |earning a—school—+eadiness coalition, the designee
1579| is wtH—be the voting nenber of the coalition, and any

1580| individual attending in the designee' s his—oer—her place,

1581| including the district adm nistrator er—superintendent, does not
1582| wH+ have ne voting privileges.

1583 9.4~ Each nenber Menabers of an early |earning the

1584| coalition is are subject to ss. 112.313, 112.3135, and 112. 3143
1585| theethiecs provisions—inpart—tH1of chapter112. For purposes
1586 of s. 112.3143(3)(a), each voting nenber is a |ocal public

1587 | officer who nust abstain fromvoting when a voting conflict
1588| exists.

1589 10.5—~ For the purposes of tort liability, each nenber or
1590| enployee of an early | earning thewenrbers—ofthe-school

1591| +readiness coalition andits—enployees shall be governed by s.
1592| 768. 28.

1593 11.6—~ An early learning coalition serving a multicounty
1594| regi on nust eealtions—shall include representation from each
1595| county.

1596 12.#- Each early learning coalition shall establish Fhe
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1597 terms for ef all appointed nenbers of the coalition. The terns

1598| nust be staggered and nust be a uniformlength that does not

1599| exceed 4 years per term Appointed nenbers nmay serve a nmaxi mum

1600| of two consecutive ternms. When a vacancy occurs in an appointed

1601| position, the coalition nust advertise the vacancy.
1602 (b) Program participation.--The school readi ness program

1603| shall be established for children frombirth to the begi nning of

1604| the school year for which a child is eligible for adm ssion to 5
1605| years—ofageor—untit—the child-enters kindergarten in a public
1606| school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. The program shall be

1607 admi nistered by the early | earni ng sechoel—readiness coalition.
1608 Wthin funding limtations, the early |earni ng sechoel—+eadi-ness

1609| coalition, along with all providers, shall nake reasonabl e

1610| efforts to accomopdate the needs of children for extended-day
1611| and extended-year services w thout conpromi sing the quality of
1612| the program

1613 (c) Program expectations.--

1614 1. The school readi ness program nust neet the foll ow ng
1615| expectations:

1616 a. The programnust, at a mininum enhance the age-

1617 appropriate progress of each child in the devel opnent of the

1618| school readiness skills required under paragraph (4)(j) prepare
1619| preschoolchildrentoenter kindergartenready -to-learn, as

1620| neasured by the performance standards and out cone neasures
1621| adopted eriteria—established by the Agency for Wrkforce

1622| | nnovati on H-eri-da—PRartnershipfor—School—Readiness.

1623 b. The program nust provi de extended-day and extended-year

1624| services to the maxi mum extent possible to neet the needs of
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1625 parents who work.

1626 c. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and

1627| teaching opportunities.

1628 d. There nmust be expanded access to comrunity services and
1629| resources for famlies to help achi eve econom c self-

1630| sufficiency.

1631 e. There nmust be a single point of entry and unified

1632| waiting list. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term"single

1633 point of entry" neans an integrated information systemthat

1634| allows a parent to enroll his or her child in the school

1635| readiness program at various |ocations throughout the county or

1636| nulticounty region served by an early learning coalition, that

1637 may allow a parent to enroll his or her child by tel ephone or

1638 through an Internet website, and that uses a unified waiting

1639| list to track eligible children waiting for enrollnment in the

1640 school readi ness program The Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

1641| shall establish a single statewide infornation systemthat

1642| integrates each early learning coalition's single point of

1643 entry, and each coalition nust use the statew de system

1644 f. The Agency for Whrkforce Innovation nust consider the

1645 access of eligible children to the school readi ness program as

1646| denonstrated in part by waiting lists, before approving a

1647| proposed increase in paynent rates submtted by an early

1648| learning coalition. In addition, early learning coalitions shal

1649| use school readi ness funds nade avail able due to enroll ment

1650 shifts from school readi ness prograns to the Voluntary

1651| Prekindergarten Educati on Program for increasing the nunber of

1652 children served in school readi ness prograns before increasing
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1653| paynent rates.

1654 t—Aslong—asftundingoreligible populations—donet
1655| decrease,—the programmust—serve-at—least—as—many-children-as
1656| were-served priortoinplenentationof the program-

1657 g. There must be a community plan to address the needs of
1658 all eligible children.

1659 h. The programnust neet all state |icensing guidelines,
1660| where applicable.

1661 2. The early | earning sechool—readiness coalition nust

1662| inplenent a conprehensive program of school readi ness services
1663| that enhance the cognitive, social, and physical devel opnent of
1664| children to achieve the perfornmance standards and outcone

1665| neasures adopted specified by the Agency for Wrkforce

1666| | nnovation parthership. At a mninum these prograns nust

1667| contain the follow ng elements:

1668 a. Developnentally appropriate curriculum designed to

1669 enhance the age-appropriate progress of children in attaining

1670 the performance standards adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce

1671| I nnovation under subparagraph (4)(d)8.

1672 b. A character devel opnment programto devel op basic

1673| val ues.

1674 c. An age-appropriate assessnment of each child's

1675| devel opnent.

1676 d. A pretest admnistered to children when they enter a
1677| programand a posttest adm nistered to children when they |eave
1678| the program

1679 e. An appropriate staff-to-children staff-teo-chitd-ratio.
1680 f. A healthy healthtdul and safe environnent.
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1681 g. A resource and referral network to assist parents in
1682| making an infornmed choice.

1683 (d) Inplenentation.--

1684 1. An early learning coalition nmay not inplenent the

1685| school readi ness program is—teo—bephased+n— until the coalition
1686| is authorized iaplenrents—its—plan—the—countyshall—continueteo

1687| receivethe—services—identifiedinsubsection{3) through the
1688 . . . . .

1689
1690| approval of the coalition's school readi ness eealition—-and-the
1691| plan by the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovati on Ferida—-Partnership
1692| #eor—School Readiness.

1693 2. Each early |earning school+readiness coalition shal
1694| develop a plan for inplenmenting the school readiness programto

1695| neet the requirenents of this section and the performance
1696| standards and outcome neasures adopted established by the Agency

1697| for Workforce Innovation parthership. Fheplanrustinelude—a
1698| written-descriptionof the role of the programin-the

1699| coalition s effortto nmeet the first state educationgoal—
1700| readinessto-start—school—including a-descriptionof the plan
1701 i j i i :
1702
1703
1704 . ities. : . 4 ’
1705 i i

1706| plan nust alse denonstrate how the programw ||l ensure that each

1707| 3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly funded school

1708| readiness program receives schedul ed activities and instruction
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1709| designed to enhance the age-appropriate progress of the prepare

1710 children in attaining the performance standards adopted by the

1711 Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on under subparagraph (4)(d)8. te

1712| enter—kinhdergarten+readytotlearn— Before inplenenting Perte

1713| +plenentation—of the school readiness program the early
1714| | earni ng sehool—+eadiness coalition nust submt the plan to the

1715| Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation partnership for approval. The
1716| Agency for Wirkforce | nnovati on partnership nay approve the
1717| plan, reject the plan, or approve the plan with conditions. The
1718| Agency for Workforce | nnovati on Ferida—Partnership—ftor—School
1719| Readiness shall review school readi ness eealt+on plans at | east
1720 annually.

1721 3. |If the Agency for Wbrkforce |Innovation determ nes

1722| during the annual review of school readiness plans, or through

1723 nonitoring and perfornance eval uati ons conducted under paragraph

1724 (4)(1), that an early learning coalition has not substantially

1725| inplenented its plan, has not substantially net the perfornance

1726| standards and out cone neasures adopted by the agency, or has not

1727| effectively adm nistered the school readi ness program or

1728 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program the Agency for

1729 Workforce I nnovation may di ssolve the coalition and tenporarily

1730 contract with a qualified entity to continue school readi ness

1731 and prekindergarten services in the coalition's county or

1732 nulticounty region until the coalition is reestablished through

1733| resubm ssion of a school readiness plan and approval by the

1734| agency.
1735 4.3~ The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation shall adopt

1736| criteria for the approval of school readi ness plans. The
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1737| criteria nust be consistent with the perfornmance standards and

1738| outcone neasures adopted by the agency and nust require each

1739| approved plan to ferthe schoolreadiness—programmust i ncl ude

1740| the follow ng m nimum standards and provi sions:

1741 a. A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for

1742| parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the sane for
1743| all program providers, to be inplenmented and reflected in each
1744| program s budget.

1745 b. A choice of settings and |ocations in |icensed,

1746| registered, religious-exenpt, or school-based prograns to be
1747| provided to parents.

1748 c. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training
1749| course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who
1750 have additional training or credentials as required by the
1751| Agency for Workforce |Innovati on partnership. The pl an nust

1752| provide a nethod for assuring the qualifications of al

1753| personnel in all program settings.

1754 d. Specific eligibility priorities for children within the
1755 early learning coalition's county or nulticounty region in

1756| accordance with pursduant—te subsection (6).

1757 e. Performance standards and out conme neasures adopted

1758| established by the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation parthership
1759| or—alternatively,—standards—and outcone neasures—to-be used

1760 wntit -such tine as the partnership adopts such standards and
1761| eoutconre neasures.

1762 f. Payment Reiwbursenent rates adopted that—have been
1763| developed by the early learning coalition and approved by the
1764| Agency for Wrkforce Innovation. Paynent Reirbursement rates may
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1765 shall not have the effect of limting parental choice or

1766| creating standards or |evels of services that have not been
1767| authorized by the Legislature.

1768 g. Systens support services, including a central agency,
1769| child care resource and referral, eligibility determ nati ons,
1770 training of providers, and parent support and invol venent.
1771 h. Direct enhancenent services to famlies and children.
1772| System support and direct enhancenent services shall be in
1773| addition to paynents for the placenent of children in school
1774| readi ness prograns.

1775 i. The A business organi zation of the early | earning

1776| coalition plan, which nust include the coalition's articles of

1777 incorporation and bylaws if the coalition is organi zed as a

1778| corporation. If the coalition is not organi zed as a corporation

1779 or other business entity, the plan nust include the contract
1780| with a fiscal sehoel—+readiness agent iHthecoalitionisnot—a
1781| legally—established corporateentity. An early |earning

1782| coalition Gealtiens may contract with other coalitions to

1783| achieve efficiency in nulticounty mutiple-county services, and
1784| these sueh contracts may be part of the coalition's schoo

1785| readi ness business pl an.

1786 j. Strategies to neet the needs of unique popul ations,

1787| such as m grant workers.
1788
1789| As part of the school readiness plan, the early |earning

1790| coalition nmay request the Governor to apply for a waiver to
1791| allow the coalition to adm nister the Head Start Programto

1792| acconmplish the purposes of the school readiness program If a
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1793| any school readi ness plan denonstrates eahn—denpnst+rate that
1794| specific statutory goals can be achieved nore effectively by

1795| wusing procedures that require nodification of existing rules,
1796| policies, or procedures, a request for a waiver to the Agency
1797| for Workforce Innovation parthership nmay be subnmitted mrade as
1798 part of the plan. Upon review, the Agency for Wrkforce

1799| Innovation partnership may grant the proposed nodification.
1800 5.4~ Persons with an early chil dhood teaching certificate

1801| may provide support and supervision to other staff in the school
1802| readi ness program

1803 6.5~ An early learning Fre coalition may not inplenent its

1804 | school readiness plan until it submts the plan to and receives
1805| approval fromthe Agency for Wrkforce |Innovati on partnership.
1806| Once the plan is has—been approved, the plan and the services
1807| provided under the plan shall be controlled by the early

1808| |earning coalition ratherthan by the state agencies—or

1809| departrwents. The plan shall be reviewed and revised as

1810| necessary, but at |least biennially. An early learning coalition

1811 may not inplenent the revisions until the coalition submts the

1812| revised plan to and receives approval fromthe Agency for

1813 Woirkforce Innovation. |If the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

1814| rejects a revised plan, the coalition nust continue to operate

1815 wunder its prior approved pl an.

1816 7.6~ Sections FhefolH-owngstatutes—wH—not—apply—teo

1817| leecal—ecoalitions—wthapprovedplans—ss— 125.901(2)(a)3.,
1818 411.221, and 411.232 do not apply to an early learning coalition

1819| with an approved school readiness plan. To facilitate innovative

1820| practices and to allow the regional leeal establishnent of

Page 65 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004

1821| school readiness prograns, an early | earni ng a—school—+readi-ness
1822| coalition may apply to the Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of,

1823| and the Governor and Cabi net may wai ve, any of the provisions of
1824| ss. 411.223, 411.232, and 1003.54, if the waiver is necessary
1825| for inplenentation of the coalition's school readiness plan.
1826 8.4 Two or nore counties may join for purposes the

1827 | purpoese of planning and i npl enenting a school readi ness program
1828 9.8~ An early learning A coalition may, subject to

1829| approval by ef the Agency for Wirkforce |nnovation parthership
1830| as part of the coalition's school readiness plan, receive

1831| subsidized child care funds for all children eligible for any

1832| federal subsidized child care program and—betheprovider—ofthe

1833| program-services
1834 10.9~ An early learning coaliti on nay Gealtiens—are

1835| autherizedto enter into nmultiparty contracts with nulticounty

1836| service providers in order to neet the needs of unique

1837| popul ations such as m grant workers.

1838 (e) Requests for proposals; paynent schedule.--

1839 1. , el ; ;
1840| Each early learning coalition nust conply with felHewthe
1841| conpetitive procurenentreguirenents—of s. 287.057 for the

1842| procurenent of commodities or contractual services fromthe

1843| funds described in paragraph (9)(d) seheol—readiness—prograns.

1844 The period of a contract for purchase of these commobdities or

1845 contractual services, together with any renewal of the origina

1846| contract, nmay not exceed 3 years.

1847 2. Each early learning coalition shall adopt develep a

1848| paynent schedul e that enconpasses all prograns funded by the
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1849 that coalition under this section. The paynent schedul e nust

1850| take into consideration the relevant market rate, nust include
1851| the projected nunber of children to be served, and nust be

1852| submtted for approval by te the Agency for Whrkforce | nnovation
1853| partnershipforintormation. Informal child care arrangenents
1854 shall be reinbursed at not nore than 50 percent of the rate

1855| developed for a famly day care hone ehildeare

1856 (f) Requirenments relating to fiscal agents.--If an early

1857| |earning thetoeecal coalition is not & legally organi zed as a
1858| corporation or other business established corporate entity, the

1859 coalition nust designate a fiscal agent, which may be a public

1860| entity, o a private nonprofit organi zation, or a certified

1861| public accountant who holds a |license under chapter 473. The
1862| fiscal agent nust shall—berequi+redte provide financial and
1863| adm nistrative services under pursdahrt—te a contract e+
1864| agreenent With the early | earni ng seheel—+readiness coalition
1865| The fiscal agent may not provide direct early chil dhood

1866| education or child care services; however, a fiscal agent may
1867| provide those sueh services upon witten request of the early
1868| |earning coalition to the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation

1869| partnership and upon the approval of the sueh request by the
1870| agency partnership. The cost of the financial and adm nistrative
1871| services shall be negotiated between the fiscal agent and the
1872| early | earning secheel—+eadiness coalition. If the fiscal agent
1873| is a provider of early childhood education and child care

1874| prograns, the contract nust specify that the fiscal agent shal

1875| wH- act on policy direction fromthe early learning coalition

1876| and nust wi+ not receive policy direction fromits own
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1877| corporate board regarding disbursal of the coalition's eealtion
1878| funds. The fiscal agent shall disburse funds in accordance wth

1879| the early learning coalition's approved eealtioen schoo

1880| readiness plan and based on billing and di sbursenent procedures
1881| approved by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation partnership. The
1882| fiscal agent nust conformto all data-reporting requirenents
1883| established by the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partnership
1884 (g) Evaluation and annual report.--Each early |earning
1885| seheolreadiness coalition shall conduct an eval uation of the
1886| effectiveness of the school readi ness program including

1887 | performance standards and outcone neasures, and shall provide an
1888| annual report and fiscal statenment to the Agency for Wrkforce

1889| I nnovation F-erida—PRartnershipfor—School—Readiness. This report

1890| nust conformto the content and format specifications set by the

1891| Agency for Wirkforce | nnovation Ferida—PRartnershipfor—School
1892| Readiness. The Agency for Wrkforce I nnovati on partnership nust

1893| include an analysis of the early learning coalitions' eeak-tion

1894| reports in the agency's its annual report.
1895 (6) PROGRAM ELIG BILITY.--Each early learning coalition's
1896| Fhe school readi ness programshall be established for children

1897 frombirth to the begi nning of the school year for which a child
1898| is eligible for adm ssion to urder—the—age—-of kindergarten in a
1899| public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. eH-gibilty— Priority for
1900| participation in the school readiness programshall be given to

1901| children age 3 years to school entry who are served by the
1902| Family Safety Program O fice of the Department of Children and
1903| Famly Services or a community-based | ead agency under pursuant

1904| teo chapter 39 and for whomchild care is needed to mnimze risk
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1905 of further abuse, neglect, or abandonnent. Qther eligible
1906| popul ations include children who neet one or nore of the

1907| following criteria:

1908 (a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility who
1909| are:
1910 1. Children determned to be at risk of abuse, neglect, or

1911| exploitation who are currently clients of the Fam |y Safety

1912 Program O fice of the Departnment of Children and Fanily

1913| Services, but who are not otherwi se given priority under this
1914| subsecti on.

1915 2.2~ Children at risk of welfare dependency, including
1916| econom cally di sadvantaged children, children of participants in
1917| the welfare transition program children of mgrant farmwrkers,
1918| and children of teen parents.

1919 3.2~ Children of working fam lies whose famly income does
1920| not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

1921 4.3~ Children for whomthe state is paying a relative

1922| caregiver payment under s. 39.5085.

1923 (b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old chil dren who
1924| may not be econonically di sadvantaged but who have disabilities,
1925| have been served in a specific part-time or conbination of part-
1926| tinme exceptional education prograns with required specia

1927| services, aids, or equipnment, and were previously reported for
1928| funding part tinme with the Florida Education Fi nance Program as
1929| exceptional students.

1930 (c) Econonically disadvantaged children, children with
1931| disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,

1932| frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone through
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1933| hone visitor progranms and intensive parent education prograns

1934| such-asthe Florida First Start Program
1935 (d) Children who neet federal and state eligibility

1936| requirenments foer—eHgibiHty for the mgrant preschool program
1937| but who do not neet the criteria of econom cally di sadvant aged.

1938
1939| As used in this subsection, the termAna "economcally

1940| disadvantaged” child neans a child whose fam |y incone does not
1941| exceed is—below 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

1942| Notw thstanding any change in a famly's econom ¢ status, but
1943| subject to additional famly contributions in accordance with
1944| the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the eligibility

1945| requirenments upon initial registration for the program remains
1946| shall—be—considered eligible until the begi nning of the school
1947| vyear for which the child is eligible for adm ssion to reaches
1948| kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. age-
1949 (7) PARENTAL CHO CE. - -

1950 (a) The school readiness program shall provide parental

1951| choice through pursuant—te a purchase service order that

1952| ensures, to the maxi mum extent possible, flexibility in school
1953| readi ness prograns and paynent arrangenments. According to

1954| federal regulations requiring parental choice, a parent may
1955| choose an informal child care arrangenment. The purchase order
1956| nust bear the name of the beneficiary and the program provider
1957| and, when redeened, nust bear the signature of both the

1958| beneficiary and an authorized representative of the provider.
1959 (b) If it is determned that a provider has provided any

1960| cash to the beneficiary in return for receiving the purchase
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1961| order, the early learning coalition or its fiscal agent shal

1962| refer the matter to the Division of Public Assistance Fraud for
1963| investigation

1964 (c) The office of the Chief Financial Oficer shal

1965| establish an electronic transfer systemfor the disbursenent of
1966| funds in accordance with this subsection. Each early | earning
1967| coalition Seheol—+readiness—coalitions shall fully inplenment the

1968| electronic funds transfer systemw thin 2 years after plan

1969| approval of the coalition's school readiness plan, unless a

1970| waiver is obtained fromthe Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation

1971 | partnership.

1972 (8) STANDARDS; OUTCOVE MEASURES. -- Al l publi-ely—funded

1973| school readi ness prograns nust shalH—be requiredto neet the
1974| performance standards and outcome neasures adopted developed—and
1975| approved by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation partnership. Fhe
1976 f ﬁ L Lyei I il
1977 i ' Hp—

1978

1979

1980 (9) FUNDI NG SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM - -

1981 (a) It is the intent of this section to establish an

1982| integrated and quality seanl ess service delivery systemfor al
1983| publicly funded early chil dhood education and child care

1984| prograns operating in this state.

1985 (b) Netwthstandings—20-50—

1986 1. The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adm nister
1987| school readiness funds, plans, and policies pursdant—tothe
1988| contract—wth the Florida Partnership for SchoolReadiness and
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1989 shall prepare and submt a unified budget request for the schoo
1990| readi ness system proegramin accordance with chapter 216.
1991 2. Al instructions to early |earning lecal—school
1992 | readiness coalitions for admnistering this section shal
1993| emmnate fromthe Agency for Wrkforce Innovation in accordance

1994 with the pursuant—teoe policies of the Legi sl ature—plans—oefthe
1995| FloridaPartnership -for-School Readiness,—and-the contract
1996| between-the Florida Partnership for School Readiness—and-the
1997 | ageney.

1998 (c The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall adopt

1999 | prepare a fornmul a planthat—provides for the allocation anong
2000| the early learning coalitions distribution—-and—expenditure of

2001| all state and federal school readi ness funds for children

2002| participating in public or private school readi ness progranms
2003| based upon an equity and performance fundingfoermHa. The

2004| allocation formula nust plan—shall be subnitted to the Governor
2005| and the Legislative Budget Conm ssion. Upon approval, the

2006| Legislative Budget Conm ssion shall authorize the+transfer—of
2007| #funds—to the Agency for Wirkforce Innovation to distribute funds
2008| for—distribution in accordance with the allocation previsions—of
2009| the fornula. For fiscal year 2004-2005, the Agency for Wrkforce

2010| Innovation shall allocate funds to the early |earning coalitions

2011| consistent with the fiscal year 2003- 2004 funding allocations to

2012| the school readi ness coalitions.

2013 (d) Al state fundsbudgeted for a county for the prograns
2014| specifiedin-subsection{3)—alongwth the prorata-shareof
2015 e c e -'..' N c i e o a a¥a Q a I

2016| as—determned by the partnership, a federal, funds and
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2017| required | ocal nmaintenance-of-effort or matching funds provided

2018| to an early learning coalition fer—a——ecountyfor—prograns
2019 £ ed | I . 3) I it L fund

2020| appropriatedor—obtained for purposes of this sections- shall be
2021| used by transferredforthe benefit—of the coalition for

2022| inplenentation of its school readiness plan, including the

2023| hiring of staff to effectively operate the coalition's schoo
2024| readiness program As part of plan approval and periodic plan
2025| review, the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partnership shal
2026| require that admnistrative costs be kept to the m ni num

2027| necessary for efficient and effective adm nistration of the

2028| school readiness plan, but total adm nistrative expenditures

2029| nust shalk not exceed 5 percent unless specifically waived by
2030| the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation partnership. The Agency for
2031| Workforce Innovation partnership shall annually report to the
2032| Legislature any problens relating to adm nistrative costs.

2033 (e) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partnership shal
2034| annually distribute, to a maxi numextent practicable, al

2035| eligible funds provided under this section as block grants to

2036| the early | earni ng assi+st coalitions FH—+nLeg#aL+ng—se###ees-aad
2037
2038
2039
2040
2041 (f) State funds appropriated for the school readiness

2042| program may not be used for the construction of new facilities
2043| or the purchase of buses. The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation
2044| partnership shall present to the Legislature recomrendations for
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2045| providing necessary transportation services for school readiness
2046| prograns.

2047 (g) Al cost savings and all revenues received through a
2048| mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund each
2049| early learning coalition's theteecal school readi ness program
2050
2051
2052
2053
2054
2055
2056
2057
2058
2059
2060
2061
2062
2063
2064
2065
2066
2067
2068
2069
2070
2071
2072
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2073 H—REPORTS—-Fhe OHice—of ProgramPoli-ey—Analysis—and
2074| Governnrent—Accountabitity shall assess the inplenrentation-
2075| efficiency,—and outcones of the school readiness program-and
2076 report -its findings to the President of the Senate and the
2077| Speaker—of the House of Representatives by January—1—2002
2078| Subseguentreviews shall -bhe conducted-atthe directionof the

2079 . L clati it - : .
2080 (10) £32)» CONFLI CTING PROVI SIONS. --1n the event of a

2081| conflict between the—provisions—of this section and federal
2082| requirenments, the federal requirenments shall control

2083 (11) (33> PLACEMENTS. -- Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision
2084| of this section to the contrary, anrdfeorfiscal—year—2004-2005
2085| enly— the first children to be placed in the school readiness
2086| programshall be those fromfamlies receiving tenporary cash
2087| assistance and subject to federal work requirements. Subsequent

2088| placenents shall be made in accordance with subsection (6)

2089 I o C ih | on_Thi I .
2090| expires—July—1—2005.

2091 Section 3. Paragraph (p) of subsection (3) of section
2092| 11.45, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

2093 11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.--
2094 (3) AUTHORITY FOR AUDI TS AND OTHER ENGACGEMENTS. - - The

2095| Auditor Ceneral may, pursuant to his or her own authority, or at
2096| the direction of the Legislative Auditing Conmttee, conduct
2097| audits or ot her engagenents as determ ned appropriate by the
2098| Auditor General of:

2099 (p) The school readiness system including the early

2100| learning coalitions, H-erida—PRartnershipfor—School—Readi-ness
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2101| created under pursdant—te s. 411.01

2102 Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 20.50, Florida
2103| Statutes, is anmended to read:

2104 20.50 Agency for Wrkforce Innovation.--There is created
2105| the Agency for Workforce Innovation within the Departnent of
2106| Managenent Services. The agency shall be a separate budget
2107| entity, and the director of the agency shall be the agency head
2108| for all purposes. The agency shall not be subject to control,
2109| supervision, or direction by the Departnment of Managenent

2110| Services in any manner, including, but not limted to,

2111| personnel, purchasing, transactions involving real or persona
2112| property, and budgetary matters.

2113 (2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation is shalk—be the
2114| designated adm nistrative agency designated for receipt of
2115| federal workforce devel opnent grants and other federal funds.
2116| The agency—and shall adm ni ster earry—out the duties and

2117| responsibilities assigned by the Governor under each federal

2118| grant assigned to the agency. The agency shall be a separate
2119| budget entity and shall expend each revenue source as provided
2120| by federal and state | aw and as provi ded in plans devel oped by
2121| and agreenents with Wrkforce Florida, Inc. The agency shal
2122| prepare and submit as a separate budget entity a unified budget
2123| request for workforce devel opment, in accordance with chapter
2124| 216 for, and in conjunction wth, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and
2125| its board. The head of the agency is the director of Wrkforce
2126| Innovation, who shall be appointed by the Governor. The

2127| accountability and reporting functions of the agency shall be
2128| administered by the director or his or her designee. hacludedin
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2129| These functions shall include are budget managenent, financia

2130| nmanagenent, audit, perfornmance managenent standards and

2131| controls, assessing outcones of service delivery, and financia
2132| admnistration of workforce prograns under parsuant—to s.

2133| 445.004(5) and (9). W-ithintheagency—s—overall—organizational-
2134| strueture~ The agency shall include the followng offices within
2135| its organi zational structure, which shall have the specified

2136| responsibilities:

2137 (a) The Ofice of Wirkforce Services shall adm nister the
2138| unenpl oynment conpensati on program the Rapid Response program
2139| the Wirk Qpportunity Tax Credit program the Alien Labor

2140| Certification program and any other prograns that are delivered
2141| directly by agency staff rather than through the one-stop

2142| delivery system The office shall be directed by the Deputy

2143| Director for Wrkforce Services, who shall be appointed by and
2144| serve at the pleasure of the director

2145 (b) The Ofice of Program Support and Accountability shal
2146| administer state merit system program staff within the workforce
2147| service delivery system under the pursuant—te policies of

2148| Workforce Florida, Inc. The office is shal—be responsible for
2149| delivering services through the one-stop delivery system and for
2150| ensuring that participants in welfare transition prograns

2151| receive case nmanagenent services, diversion assistance, support
2152| services, including subsidized child care and transportation
2153| services, Medicaid services, and transition assistance to enable
2154| themto succeed in the workforce. The office is shal- al so be
2155| responsible for programquality assurance, grants and contract

2156| nanagenent, contracting, financial managenent, and reporti ng.
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2157| The office shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Program
2158| Support and Accountability, who shall be appointed by and serve
2159| at the pleasure of the director. The office i s shal—be

2160| responsible for:

2161 1. Establishing nonitoring, quality assurance, and quality
2162| inprovenent systens that routinely assess the quality and

2163| effectiveness of contracted prograns and services.

2164 2. Annual review of each regional workforce board and
2165| admnistrative entity to ensure that adequate systens of

2166| reporting and control are in place; that—and nonitoring,

2167| quality assurance, and quality inprovenent activities are

2168| conducted routinely;s> and that corrective action is taken to
2169| elimnate deficiencies.

2170 (c) The Ofice of Early Learning shall adm nister the

2171| school readiness systemin accordance with s. 411.01 and the

2172| operational requirenents of the Voluntary Prekindergarten

2173| Education Programin accordance with part V of chapter 1002. The
2174| office shall be directed by the Deputy Director for Early

2175| Learning, who shall be appointed by and serve at the pl easure of
2176| the director.

2177 (d)e)> The O fice of Agency Support Services is shall—be

2178| responsible for procurenent, human resource services, and

2179| information services including delivering information on |abor
2180| markets, enploynent, occupations, and performance, and shal

2181| inplenent and maintain informati on systens that are required for
2182| the effective operation of the one-stop delivery system and the
2183| school readi ness serviees system including, but not limted to,
2184| those systens described in s. 445.009. The office shall wlH- be
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2185| directed by under—thedirection—of the Deputy Director for

2186| Agency Support Services, who shall be appointed by and serve at
2187| the pleasure of the director. The office i s shall—be responsible
2188| for establishing:

2189 1. Information systens and controls that report reliable,

2190| timely and accurate fiscal and performance data for assessing
2191| outcones, service delivery, and financial adm nistration of
2192| workforce prograns under pursuanrt—te s. 445.004(5) and (9).
2193 2. Information systens that support service integration
2194| and case nanagenent by providing for case tracking for

2195| participants in welfare transition prograns.

2196 3. Information systens that support the school readiness
2197| system services.

2198 (e)e) The Unenpl oynent Appeal s Conm ssion, authorized by
2199| s. 443.012, is shall not be subject to the control, supervision
2200| or direction by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation in the
2201| performance of its powers and duties but shall receive any and
2202| all support and assistance fromthe agency that is may—be

2203| required for the performance of its duties.

2204 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
2205 125.901, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

2206 125.901 Children's services; independent special district;
2207| council; powers, duties, and functions.--

2208 (1) Each county may by ordi nance create an independent

2209| special district, as defined in ss. 189.403(3) and
2210| 200.001(8)(e), to provide funding for children's services
2211| throughout the county in accordance with this section. The

2212| boundaries of such district shall be coterm nous with the
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2213| boundaries of the county. The county governi ng body shall obtain
2214| approval, by a majority vote of those electors voting on the
2215| question, to annually |levy ad val orem taxes which shall not

2216| exceed the maximum m |l age rate authorized by this section. Any
2217| district created pursuant to the provisions of this subsection
2218| shall be required to levy and fix mllage subject to the

2219| provisions of s. 200.065. Once such mllage is approved by the
2220| electorate, the district shall not be required to seek approval
2221| of the electorate in future years to levy the previously

2222| approved m |l age.

2223 (b) However, any county as defined in s. 125.011(1) may
2224| instead have a governi ng board consisting of 33 nenbers,

2225| including: the superintendent of schools; two representatives of
2226| public postsecondary education institutions |ocated in the

2227| county; the county manager or the equivalent county officer; the
2228| district admnistrator fromthe appropriate district of the
2229| Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, or the

2230| administrator's designee who is a nenber of the Senior

2231| Managenent Service or the Sel ected Exenpt Service; the director
2232| of the county health departnent or the director's designee; the
2233| state attorney for the county or the state attorney's desi gnee;
2234| the chief judge assigned to juvenile cases, or another juvenile
2235| judge who is the chief judge's designee and who shall sit as a
2236| voting nenber of the board, except that the judge may not vote
2237| or participate in setting ad val oremtaxes under this section;
2238| an individual who is selected by the board of the local United
2239 Vay or its equivalent; a nmenber of a locally recognized faith-

2240| based coalition, selected by that coalition; a nmenber of the
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2241| | ocal chanber of conmerce, selected by that chanber or, if nore
2242| than one chanber exists within the county, a person sel ected by
2243| a coalition of the |ocal chanbers; a nmenber of the early

2244| | earni ng leecal—school—readiness coalition, selected by that
2245| coalition; a representative of a | abor organi zation or union
2246| active in the county; a nenber of a local alliance or coalition
2247| engaged in cross-system planning for health and social service
2248| delivery in the county, selected by that alliance or coalition;
2249| a menber of the |ocal Parent-Teachers Association/Parent-

2250| Teacher-Student Association, selected by that association; a
2251| vyouth representative selected by the | ocal school systems

2252| student governnent; a |ocal school board nmenber appointed by the
2253| chair of the school board; the nayor of the county or the

2254 mayor's designee; one nenber of the county governing body,

2255| appointed by the chair of that body; a nenber of the state

2256| Legislature who represents residents of the county, selected by
2257| the chair of the local |egislative delegation; an el ected

2258| official representing the residents of a nunicipality in the
2259| county, selected by the county nunicipal |eague; and 4 nenbers-
2260| at-large, appointed to the council by the majority of sitting
2261| council menbers. The remaining 7 nmenbers shall be appointed by
2262| the Governor in accordance with procedures set forth in

2263| paragraph (a), except that the Governor may renove a nmenber for
2264| cause or upon the witten petition of the council. Appointnents
2265| by the Governor nust, to the extent reasonably possible,

2266| represent the geographic and denographic diversity of the

2267| popul ation of the county. Menbers who are appointed to the

2268| council by reason of their position are not subject to the
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2269| length of ternms and limts on consecutive terns as provided in
2270| this section. The remai ning appoi nted nenbers of the governing
2271| board shall be appointed to serve 2-year terns, except that

2272| those nenbers appointed by the Governor shall be appointed to
2273| serve 4-year terns, and the youth representative and the

2274| legislative delegate shall be appointed to serve 1-year terns. A
2275| nmenber may be reappoi nted; however, a nenber may not serve for
2276| nore than three consecutive ternms. A nenber is eligible to be

2277| appointed again after a 2-year hiatus fromthe council

2278 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 216.133, Florida
2279| Statutes, is anmended to read:

2280 216.133 Definitions; ss. 216.133-216.137.--As used in ss.
2281| 216.133-216.137:

2282 (1) "Consensus estimating conference" includes the

2283| Econom c Estimating Conference, the Denographic Estimating
2284| Conference, the Revenue Estimating Conference, the Education
2285| Estimating Conference, the Crimnal Justice Estimating

2286| Conference, the Juvenile Justice Estimating Conference, the
2287| Child Welfare System Estimati ng Conference, the Cccupati onal
2288| Forecasting Conference, the Early Learning Prograns Sehoel
2289| Readiness—Program Estimating Conference, the Sel f-Insurance

2290| Estimating Conference, the Florida Retirenent System Actuaria

2291| Assunption Conference, and the Social Services Estinating
2292| Conference.

2293 Section 7. Subsection (10) of section 216.136, Florida
2294| Statutes, is anmended to read:

2295 216.136 Consensus estimating conferences; duties and
2296| principals.--

Page 82 of 97

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0001A 2004
2297 (10) EARLY LEARNI NG PROGRAMS SCHOO—READI-NESS—PROGRAM
2298 ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -
2299 (a) Duties.--
2300 1. The Early Learning Prograns Scheel—Readinress—Program

2301| Estimating Conference shall develop estimtes and forecasts of
2302| the unduplicated count of children eligible for school readiness
2303| prograns in accordance wth the standards of eligibility

2304| established in s. 411.01(6), and of children eligible for the
2305 Vol untary Prekindergarten Educati on Programin accordance wth

2306| s. 1002.53(2), as the conference determ nes are needed to

2307| support the state planning, budgeting, and appropriations

2308| processes.

2309 2. The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovati on F-erida—Rartnership
2310| for—School—Readiness shall provide informati on on needs and

2311| waiting lists for school readiness prograns, and infornmation on

2312| the needs for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program

2313| as pregram-servieces requested by the Early Learni ng Prograns
2314| School—Readiness—Program Estimating Conference or individual

2315| conference principals in a tinmely manner.

2316 (b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor, the
2317| Director of Econom c and Denographi c Research, and professional
2318| staff who have forecasting expertise from theFlorida

2319| PRartnership—for—School—Readiness,- the Agency for Wirkforce

2320| |Innovation, the Department of Children and Famly Services, the

2321| Departnent of Education, the Senate, and the House of
2322| Representatives, or their designees, are the principals of the

2323| Early Learning Prograns Sehool—Readiness—Program Estimating

2324| Conference. The principal representing the Executive Ofice of
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2325| the CGovernor shall preside over sessions of the conference.

2326 Section 8. Section 402.3016, Florida Statutes, is anended
2327| to read:

2328 402. 3016 Early Head Start coll aboration grants.--

2329 (1) Contingent upon specific appropriations, the Agency

2330| for Wrkforce |Innovati on Fleri-da—PRartnership—for—School
2331| Readiness shall establish a programto award col | aboration

2332| grants to assist |ocal agencies in securing Early Head Start

2333| prograns through Early Head Start program federal grants. The
2334| collaboration grants shall provide the required matching funds
2335| for public and private nonprofit agencies that have been

2336| approved for Early Head Start programfederal grants.

2337 (2) Public and private nonprofit agencies providing Early
2338| Head Start prograns applying for collaborative grants nust:

2339 (a) Ensure quality performance by neeting the requirenents
2340| in the Head Start program performance standards and ot her

2341| applicable rules and regul ati ons;

2342 (b) Ensure collaboration with other service providers at
2343| the local level; and

2344 (c) Ensure that a conprehensive array of health

2345| nutritional, and other services are provided to the program s
2346| pregnant wonen and very young children, and their famlies.
2347 (3) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation partrership shal
2348| report to the Legislature on an annual basis the nunber of

2349| agencies receiving Early Head Start collaboration grants and the
2350 nunber of children served.

2351 (4) The Agency for Wirkforce |Innovation parthership may
2352| adopt rules under ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 as necessary for the
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2353| award of coll aboration grants to conpeting agencies and the
2354| admi nistration of the collaboration grants program under this
2355| section.

2356 Section 9. Section 411.011, Florida Statutes, is anended
2357| to read:
2358 411. 011 Records of children in school readiness

2359| prograns. --The individual records of children enrolled in school
2360| readiness prograns provided under s. 411.01, when held in the
2361| possession of the early | earni ng school—+eadiness coalition or
2362| the Agency for Wirkforce Innovation Flerida—Partnership—for
2363| School—Readiness, are confidential and exenpt from the

2364| prowsions—of s. 119.07 and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

2365| Constitution. For the purposes of this section, records include

2366| assessnent data, health data, records of teacher observations,
2367| and identifying data, including the child s social security
2368| nunber. A parent, guardian, or individual acting as a parent in
2369| the absence of a parent or guardian has the right to i nspect and
2370| review the individual school readiness programrecord of his or
2371| her child and to obtain a copy of the record. School readi ness
2372| records may be released to the United States Secretary of

2373| Education, the United States Secretary of Health and Human

2374| Services, and the Conptroller CGeneral of the United States for
2375| the purpose of federal audits; to individuals or organizations
2376| conducting studies for institutions to develop, validate, or
2377| adm nister assessnents or inprove instruction; to accrediting
2378| organizations in order to carry out their accrediting functions;
2379| to appropriate parties in connection with an energency if the

2380| information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the
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2381| student or other individuals; to the Auditor GCeneral in

2382| connection with his or her official functions; to a court of
2383| conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of that court
2384| in accordance with pursyant—toe a lawfully issued subpoena; and
2385| to parties to an interagency agreenent anong early | earning
2386| schoel—readiness coalitions, |ocal governnental agencies,

2387| providers of school readi ness prograns, state agencies, and the

2388| Agency for Wrkforce |Innovati on Fle+ri-da—PRPartnership—for—School-
2389| Readiness for the purpose of inplenenting the school readiness

2390| program Agencies, organizations, or individuals that receive
2391| school readiness records in order to carry out their official
2392| functions nust protect the data in a manner that does w-H not
2393| permt the personal identification of students and their parents
2394| by persons other than those authorized to receive the records.
2395| This section is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act
2396| of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repeal ed on
2397 October 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved fromrepeal through

2398| reenactnent by the Legislature.

2399 Section 10. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
2400| 411.226, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

2401 411.226 Learning Gateway.--

2402 (2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -

2403 (e) To support and facilitate system i nprovenents, the

2404| steering commttee nust consult with representatives fromthe
2405| Departnment of Education, the Departnment of Health, the Agency
2406| for Wirkforce | nnovati on Foerida—PRartnershipfor—School
2407| Readiness, the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services, the
2408| Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, the Departnent of
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2409| Juvenile Justice, and the Departnment of Corrections and with the
2410| director of the Learning Devel opnent and Eval uation Center of
2411| Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University.

2412 Section 11. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1), paragraph (a)
2413| of subsection (2), and paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of

2414| section 411.227, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

2415 411. 227 Conponents of the Learning Gateway.--The Learning
2416| Gateway system consists of the foll ow ng conponents:

2417 (1) COVWUNI TY EDUCATI ON STRATEG ES AND FAM LY- ORI ENTED
2418| ACCESS. --

2419 (d) In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the

2420| denonstration projects shall devel op public awareness strategies
2421| to dissemnate information about devel opnental m | estones,

2422| precursors of |earning problens and ot her devel opnental del ays,
2423| and the service systemthat is available. The information should
2424| target parents of children frombirth through age 9 and shoul d
2425| be distributed to parents, health care providers, and caregivers
2426| of children frombirth through age 9. A variety of nedia should
2427| be used as appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a
2428| conmunity-based Internet website, as well as opportunities such
2429| as those presented by parent visits to physicians for well-child
2430| checkups. The Learning Gateway Steering Committee shall provide
2431| technical assistance to the | ocal denonstration projects in

2432| devel oping and distributing educational materials and

2433| information.

2434 1. Public awareness strategi es targeting parents of

2435| children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide

2436| information to public and private preschool programs, child care
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2437| ehildeare providers, pediatricians, parents, and | ocal

2438| businesses and organi zations. These strategi es should include
2439| information on the school readi ness performance standards fe+
2440| kindergarten adopted by the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation
2441| SchoolReadinessPartnership Board

2442 2. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

2443| children fromages 6 through 9 nust be designed to dissem nate
2444 training materials and brochures to parents and public and

2445| private school personnel, and nmust be coordinated with the | ocal
2446| school board and the appropriate school advisory conmttees in
2447| the denonstration projects. The materials should contain

2448| information on state and district proficiency | evels for grades
2449| K- 3.

2450 (2) SCREENI NG AND DEVELOPMENTAL MONI TORI NG - -

2451 (a) In coordination with the Agency for Wrkforce

2452| | nnovati on PRartnership—for—School—Readiness, the Departnent of
2453| Education, and the Florida Pediatric Society, and using

2454 information | earned fromthe | ocal denonstration projects, the
2455| Learning Gateway Steering Commttee shall establish guidelines
2456| for screening children frombirth through age 9. The guidelines
2457| shoul d incorporate recent research on the indicators nost |ikely
2458| to predict early learning problens, ml|d devel opnental del ays,
2459| child-specific precursors of school failure, and other rel ated
2460| devel opnental indicators in the domains of cognition;

2461| conmuni cation; attention; perception; behavior; and social,

2462| enotional, sensory, and notor functioning.

2463 (3) EARLY EDUCATI ON, SERVI CES AND SUPPCRTS. - -
2464 (c) The steering conmttee, in cooperation with the
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2465| Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, the Departnent of
2466| Education, and the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation F-erida

2467 | PRartnershipfor—School—Readiness, shall identify the el enents of

2468| an effective research-based curriculumfor early care and

2469| education prograns.

2470 Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 1001.23, Florida
2471| Statutes, is anmended to read:

2472 1001. 23 Specific powers and duties of the Departnent of
2473| Education.--1n addition to all other duties assigned to it by

2474 law or by rule of the State Board of Education, the departnent
2475 shall:
2476 (1) Adopt the statew de kindergarten sehoolreadiness

2477 waHborm screeni ng developed-by the Hoorida Partnershiptor
2478| Sehool—Readiness— in accordance with s. 1002. 69 the—eriteria

2479| itemzedin-chapter1008.

2480 Section 13. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
2481| 1002.22, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
2482 1002. 22 Student records and reports; rights of parents and

2483| students; notification; penalty.--

2484 (3) RIGHTS OF PARENT OR STUDENT. -- The parent of any

2485| student who attends or has attended any public school, career
2486| center, or public postsecondary educational institution shal
2487| have the following rights with respect to any records or reports
2488| created, naintained, and used by any public educati onal

2489| institution in the state. However, whenever a student has

2490| attained 18 years of age, or is attending a postsecondary

2491| educational institution, the perm ssion or consent required of,
2492| and the rights accorded to, the parents of the student shal
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2493| thereafter be required of and accorded to the student only,

2494| unless the student is a dependent student of such parents as
2495| defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s. 152 of the Internal Revenue Code
2496| of 1954). The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es whereby
2497| parents or students may exercise these rights:

2498 (d) R ght of privacy.--Every student has shal—have a
2499| right of privacy with respect to the educational records kept on
25001 himor her. Personally identifiable records or reports of a
2501| student, and any personal information contained therein, are
2502| confidential and exenpt fromtheprovisions—eof s. 119.07(1). A
2503| state or |ocal educational agency, board, public school, career
2504| center, or public postsecondary educational institution nmay not
2505| permt the rel ease of such records, reports, or information

2506 wthout the witten consent of the student's parent, or of the
2507| student hinself or herself if he or she is qualified as provided
2508| in this subsection, to any individual, agency, or organization.
2509| However, personally identifiable records or reports of a student
2510| nmay be released to the foll ow ng persons or organi zations

2511| without the consent of the student or the student's parent:

2512 1. Oficials of schools, school systens, career centers,
2513| or public postsecondary educational institutions in which the
2514| student seeks or intends to enroll; and a copy of such records
2515| or reports shall be furnished to the parent or student upon

2516| request.

2517 2. Oher school officials, including teachers within the
2518| educational institution or agency, who have legitimte

2519| educational interests in the information contained in the

2520| records.
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2521 3. The United States Secretary of Education, the Director
2522| of the National Institute of Education, the Assistant Secretary
2523| for Education, the Conptroller CGeneral of the United States, or
2524| state or |local educational authorities who are authorized to
2525| receive such information subject to the conditions set forth in
2526| applicable federal statutes and regulations of the United States
2527| Departnment of Education, or in applicable state statutes and
2528| rules of the State Board of Education

2529 4. O her school officials, in connection with a student's
2530| application for or receipt of financial aid.

2531 5. Individuals or organi zati ons conducti ng studies for or
2532| on behalf of an institution or a board of education for the
2533| purpose of devel oping, validating, or adm nistering predictive
2534| tests, admnistering student aid prograns, or inproving

2535| instruction, if the sueh studies are conducted in sueh a manner
2536| that does as—wil not pernmit the personal identification of
2537| students and their parents by persons other than representatives
2538| of such organizations and if the sueh information will be

2539| destroyed when no | onger needed for the purpose of conducting
2540| such studies.

2541 6. Accrediting organizations, in order to carry out their
2542| accrediting functions.

2543 7. Early |earni ng School+readiness coalitions and the
2544| Agency for Wrkforce I nnovati on H-e+rida—Partnership—for—School
2545| Readiness in order to carry out their assigned duties.

2546 8. For use as evidence in student expul sion hearings

2547| conducted by a district school board under pursuant—to—the
2548| prowv-sions—of chapter 120.
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2549 9. Appropriate parties in connection with an energency, if
2550 know edge of the information in the student's educati onal

2551| records is necessary to protect the health or safety of the

2552| student or other individuals.

2553 10. The Auditor Ceneral and the Ofice of Program Policy
2554| Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability in connection with their
2555| official functions; however, except when the collection of

2556| personally identifiable information is specifically authorized
2557| by law, any data collected by the Auditor General and the Ofice
2558| of Program Policy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability is

2559| confidential and exenpt from the—provisions—of s. 119.07(1) and
2560| shall be protected in suech a way that does as—w}+- not permt
2561| the personal identification of students and their parents by
2562| other than the Auditor Ceneral, the Ofice of Program Policy
2563| Anal ysis and Covernnment Accountability, and their staff, and the
2564 | sueh personally identifiable data shall be destroyed when no
2565| longer needed for the Auditor General's and the Ofice of

2566| Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability's officia
2567| use.

2568 11.a. A court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance with
2569| an order of that court or the attorney of record in accordance
2570 with pursduant—te a |lawfully issued subpoena, upon the condition
2571| that the student and the student's parent are notified of the

2572| order or subpoena in advance of conpliance therewith by the
2573| educational institution or agency.
2574 b. A person or entity in accordance with pursuant—to—-a

2575| court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance with an order of

2576| that court or the attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully
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2577| issued subpoena, upon the condition that the student, or his or
2578| her parent if the student is either a m nor and not attending a
2579| postsecondary educational institution or a dependent of such
2580| parent as defined in 26 U S.C. s. 152 (s. 152 of the Interna
2581| Revenue Code of 1954), is notified of the order or subpoena in
2582| advance of conpliance therewith by the educational institution
2583| or agency.

2584 12. Credit bureaus, in connection with an agreenent for
2585| financial aid that the student has executed, if the provided
2586| that—sueh information i s may—be disclosed only to the extent
2587| necessary to enforce the terns or conditions of the financial
2588| aid agreenment. Credit bureaus shall not release any information
2589| obtai ned under pursuant—te this paragraph to any person.

2590 13. Parties to an interagency agreenent anong the

2591| Departnent of Juvenile Justice, school and |aw enforcenent

2592| authorities, and other signatory agencies for the purpose of
2593| reducing juvenile crine and especially notor vehicle theft by
2594| pronoting cooperation and col | aboration, and the sharing of

2595| appropriate information in a joint effort to inprove schoo

2596| safety, to reduce truancy and in-school and out - of - school

2597| suspensions, and to support alternatives to in-school and out-
2598| of-school suspensions and expul sions that provide structured and
2599| wel | -supervi sed educati onal prograns supplenented by a

2600| coordi nated overlay of other appropriate services designed to
2601| correct behaviors that |ead to truancy, suspensions, and

2602| expul sions, and that support students in successfully conpleting
2603| their education. Information provided in furtherance of the sueh

2604| interagency agreenments is intended solely for use in determ ning
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2605| the appropriate prograns and services for each juvenile or the
2606| juvenile's famly, or for coordinating the delivery of the sueh
2607| prograns and services, and as such is inadm ssible in any court
2608| proceedings before prHor—teoe a dispositional hearing unless

2609| witten consent is provided by a parent or other responsible
2610| adult on behalf of the juvenile.

2611 14. Consistent with the Fam |y Educational Rights and

2612| Privacy Act, the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services or a
2613| community-based care | ead agency acting on behalf of the

2614| Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, as appropriate.

2615
2616| This paragraph does not prohibit any educational institution
2617| from publishing and releasing to the general public directory
2618| information relating to a student if the institution elects to
2619| do so. However, no educational institution shall release, to
2620| any individual, agency, or organization that is not listed in
2621| subparagraphs 1.-14., directory information relating to the

2622| student body in general or a portion thereof unless it is

2623| normally published for the purpose of release to the public in
2624| general. Any educational institution nmaking directory

2625| information public shall give public notice of the categories of
2626| information that it has designated as directory information for
2627| with—+respect—to all students attending the institution and shal
2628| allow a reasonabl e period of time after the sueh notice has been
2629| given for a parent or student to informthe institution in

2630 writing that any or all of the information designated should not
2631| be rel eased.

2632 Section 14. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
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2633 1003.54, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

2634 1003. 54 Teenage parent prograns. --
2635 (3)
2636 (c) Provision for necessary child care, health care,

2637| social services, parent education, and transportation shall be
2638| ancillary service conponents of teenage parent prograns.

2639| Ancillary services may be provided through the coordination of
2640| existing prograns and services and through joint agreenents
2641| between district school boards and early | earni ng Lecal—school
2642| readiness coalitions or other appropriate public and private

2643| providers.

2644 Section 15. Subsection (5) is added to section 1007. 23,
2645| Florida Statutes, to read:

2646 1007.23 Statew de articul ati on agreenent. - -

2647 (5) The articul ation agreenent nust guarantee the

2648| articulation of 9 credit hours toward a postsecondary degree in

2649| early childhood education for prograns approved by the State
2650| Board of Education which:

2651 (a) Award a child devel opnent associ ate credential issued
2652| by the National Credentialing Programof the Council for

2653| Professional Recognition or award a credential approved under s.
2654| 1002.55(3)(c)1.b. or s. 402.305(3)(c) as being equivalent to the

2655| child devel opnent associate credential; and

2656 (b) Include training in enmergent literacy which neets or

2657| exceeds the mnimum standards for training courses for

2658| prekindergarten instructors of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
2659| Education Programin s. 1002.59.
2660 Section 16. (1) The Florida Partnership for School
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2661| Readiness is abolished. Al powers, duties, functions, rules,

2662| records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

2663| appropriations, allocations, and other funds of the Florida

2664| Partnership for School Readiness are transferred by a type two
2665| transfer, as defined in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to

2666| the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation

2667 (2) This act does not abolish the school readiness

2668| coalitions but redesighates the coalitions as early |earning

2669| coalitions and, effective April 1, 2005, requires a reduction in

2670| the nunber of coalitions. Al powers, duties, functions, rules,

2671| records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

2672| appropriations, allocations, and other funds of each school

2673| readiness coalition are not transferred but shall be retai ned by

2674| the early learning coalition upon its redesignation froma

2675| school readiness coalition to an early learning coalition
2676 Section 17. Sections 411.012 and 1008.21, Florida

2677| Statutes, are repeal ed.
2678 Section 18. (1) The sunms of $1,090,399 fromrecurring
2679| general revenue and $975, 000 from nonrecurring general revenue

2680| are appropriated in lunp sumto, and 17 additional positions are

2681| authorized for, the Departnent of Education for purposes of

2682| administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
2683| during the 2004-2005 fiscal year.
2684 (2) The suns of $4,218,010 fromrecurring general revenue

2685| and $5, 275,000 from nonrecurring general revenue are

2686| appropriated in lunp sumto, and 20 additional positions are

2687| authorized for, the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation for purposes

2688| of adm nistering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program
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2689 during the 2004-2005 fiscal year. Fromthese nonrecurring funds,
2690| $100,000 is provided for the Agency for Wirkforce I nnovation to

2691| evaluate the potential of using electronic technology to

2692| admnister and naintain attendance information and provider

2693| paynent processes for the program The Agency for Wrkforce

2694 Innovation shall submt a report of its recomendations to the

2695| Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
2696| House of Representatives by Septenber 1, 2006. The
2697| recomendations nust include the recurring annual operating

2698| costs associated with the use of any el ectronic technol ogy that

2699 is recommended in the report.

2700 (3) The suns of $80,193 fromrecurring general revenue and

2701| $140,037 from nonrecurring general revenue are appropriated in

2702 lunp sumto, and 5.5 additional positions are authorized for,

2703| the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services for purposes of

2704| administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Educati on Program
2705| during the 2004-2005 fiscal year.

2706 Section 19. Notw thstanding the provisions of section

2707 216.177, Florida Statutes, which require a 14-day notice for
2708| interimbudget actions, and pursuant to section 216.351, Florida

2709| Statutes, the Executive Ofice of the Governor shall provide

2710| notice of the allocation of the | unp-sum appropriations

2711| authorized by this act into traditional appropriation categories

2712| to the chair and vice chair of the Legislative Budget Conm ssion

2713| at least 3 working days before the effective date of the

2714| all ocati on.

2715 Section 20. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a
2716| | aw
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