SB 30-A First Engrossed

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; creating an

3 exenption from public disclosure requirenents

4 for information held by the Departnment of

5 Fi nanci al Services pursuant a request for

6 rei mbursenent under the nultiple hurricane

7 deducti bl e rei mbursenent program providing

8 exenption to expire within a specified period;

9 creating an exenption from public disclosure

10 requi renents for information that would

11 identify an insurer or an insurer's enployees;

12 creating an exenption from public disclosure

13 requi renents for information held by the

14 departnment which relates to policyhol ders who

15 have not filed clains for reinbursenent under

16 the program providing for future repeal and

17 | egi sl ative review of the exenption under the

18 Open Governnent Sunset Review Act; providing a

19 statement of public necessity; providing a

20 contingent effective date.

21

22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23

24 Section 1. Confidentiality of information relating to
25| reinbursement for nultiple hurricane deductibles.--

26 (1) Information held by the Departnent of Financia
27| Services pursuant to a request for reinmbursenent under the
28| multiple hurricane deductible reinbursenent programis exenpt
29| fromthe provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes,
30| and Section 24(a), Article | of the State Constitution, unti
31| 90 days after a reinbursenent paynent has been nmade to the
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policyhol der by the department, the request for reinbursenent

is denied, or an application for reinbursenent is no |onger

active, whichever occurs |ater.

(2) Information held by the Departnment of Financia

Services pursuant to the nultiple hurricane deductible

rei nbursenent program which would identify an insurer

including the insurer's nane, address, form nunbers, policy

and clains _nunbers, and names and ot her information that would

identify the insurer's enployees, is exenpt fromthe

provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section

24(a), Article | of the State Constitution.

(3) Information held by the Departnment of Financia

Services pursuant to the nultiple hurricane deductible

rei nbursenent program which relates to policyholders who have

not filed clains for reinbursement is exenpt fromthe

provisions of section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section

24(a), Article | of the State Constitution.

(4) This section is subject to the Open Governnment

Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119. 15,

Florida Statutes, and shall stand repealed on October 2, 2010,

unl ess reviewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Leqgislature.

Section 2. (1) The legislative intent of the multiple

hurricane deducti bl e rei nbursement program as _expressed in

Senate Bill 10-A and House Bill 9-A is to reinburse

policyholders in Florida for financial |oss suffered due to

the application of nultiple hurricane deductibles, which

constitutes a valid and necessary public and governnenta

pur pose and which serves the public health, safety, and

welfare. In order for the multiple hurricane deductible

rei nbursenent programto operate effectively and efficiently,
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the Departnent of Financial Services will receive informtion

frominsureds who will file clains under the program as wel

as infornmation frominsurers which supports or verifies the

claims for reinbursement nmade under the program

(2) The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity to make exenpt fromthe provisions of section

119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of

the State Constitution, information held by the Departnent of

Fi nanci al Services pursuant to a request for reinbursenent

under _the nmultiple hurricane deductible reinbursenent program

until 90 days after a reinbursenent paynent has been nmade to

the policyholder by the departnent, the request for

rei nbursenent is denied, or an application for reinbursenent

is no longer active, whichever occurs |later. Gven the

concerns involving the public health, safety, and welfare, the

urgency in providing relief to the appropriate residents of

the state, and the tenporary nature of the program it is

vital that the departnent be able to performits duties under

the multiple hurricane deductible rei nbursenent programin the

nmost _efficient and effective nmanner possible. The exenption

provided for information held by the departnent pursuant to a

request for reinbursenent under the programis a tine-linted

exenption only and is enacted to pernmit the departnment nmaxinmum

opportunity to fulfill its duties under the programwth a

nm ni mum anpunt _of distraction while still preserving public

oversight by making infornmation available 90 days after a

rei nbur senent paynent has been nmade to the policyhol der by the

departnent, the request for reinbursenent is denied, or an

application for reinbursenent is no | onger active, whichever

occurs |ater.
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(3) The Legislature also finds that it is a public

necessity to make exenpt fromthe provisions of section

119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of

the State Constitution, information held by the Departnent of

Fi nanci al Services pursuant to the nultiple hurricane

deducti bl e rei mbursenment program which would identify an

insurer, including the insurer's nane, address, form nunbers,

policy and clainms nunbers, and nanes and other infornmation

that would identify the insurer's enployees. In order for the

admi nistration of this programto be effective, the departnent

nust have access to information that is available only from

insurers in order to verify requests for reinbursenent. This

insurer information may identify an insurer, including the

insurer's nane, address, form nunbers, policy and clains

nunbers, and nanes and other infornmation that would identify

the insurer's enployees. If this infornation were to be nmade

available with the rei nbursenent requestor's infornmation that

is later rel eased under subsection (1), it could be used to

link insureds with insurers and effectively result in the

rel ease of client lists, which is proprietary business

information. If this information i s not nade exenpt, insurers

m ght be hesitant to provide the verification necessary to

i npl enent _the program which would defeat its purpose. In

addition, the Legislature notes that release of proprietary

business information of this sort could result in serious

econom ¢ _consequences for insurers and, ultimately, the State

of Florida. Furthernore, the Legislature finds that it is a

public necessity to make exenpt fromthe provisions of section

119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of

the State Constitution, information held by the Departnent of

Fi nanci al Services pursuant to the nultiple hurricane
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1| deductible reinbursement program which relates to

2| policyholders who have not filed claims for reinbursenent.

3| Under the multiple hurricane deductible reinbursenent program
4| insurers may be providing the Departnent of Financial Services
5[ with informati on concerning large nunbers of their insureds,

6| sonme of whomwill not file clainms under the program Insurers
7| could provide information related to each requestor upon a

8| request of the departnent, but this would increase the anmpunt
9| of time required to fulfill the purpose of the program

10| Transfer of |arge databases by insurers is a faster, nore

11| efficient, and nore effective nethod of giving the departnent
12| the information it needs, but this method also will give the
13| departnent information concerning individual insureds who nmake
14| no request for reinbursement under the program As a result,
15| information concerning policyholders who do not nmake clains
16| for reinmbursenment should be protected to preserve their

17| privacy and to protect proprietary business information of

18| insurers.

19 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the sane date
20| that Senate Bill 10-A or House Bill 9-A takes effect, if such
21| legislation is enacted in the same |egislative session, or an
22| extension thereof, and becones | aw.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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