Fl ori da Senate - 2004 SB 8- A

By Senator Atwater

41- 474F- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to relief for persons whose
3 primary residences were damaged by a named
4 tropical system providing for rei mbursenent of
5 a portion of the ad valoremtax levied on a
6 house or other residential building if the
7 buil ding is rendered uninhabitable due to a
8 named tropi cal system requiring that
9 application for such reinbursenent be nade with
10 the property appraiser; providing application
11 requi renents; requiring that the property owner
12 provi de docunentation that the property was
13 uni nhabi tabl e; requiring each property
14 apprai ser to determ ne an applicant's
15 entitlenent to reinbursement and the
16 rei mbursenent anount; providing a formula for
17 calculating the rei mbursenent anmount; limting
18 t he rei mbursenment anount; requiring property
19 appraisers to submit reinbursenent lists to the
20 Chi ef Financial Oficer by a specified date;
21 requiring the Chief Financial Oficer to
22 cal cul ate rei nmbursenents in conformance with
23 t he amount appropriated and di sperse
24 rei mbur senent checks accordi ngly; providing a
25 definition; providing a penalty for giving
26 false information; providing an appropriation;
27 provi ding an effective date.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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Section 1. Reinmbursenent for ad valoremtaxes |evied

on residential property rendered uni nhabitable due to a naned

tropical system --

(1) If a house or other residential building or

structure that has been granted the honestead exenption under

section 196.031, Florida Statutes, is damaged so that it is

rendered uni nhabitable due to a naned tropical system during

2004, the ad valoremtaxes levied for that house or other

residential building for the 2004 tax yvear shall be partially

rei nbursed in the follow ng nmanner

(a) An application nust be filed by the owner with the

property appraiser in the county where the property is |ocated

on or before March 1, 2005. Failure to file such application

on or before March 1, 2005, constitutes a waiver of any claim

for partial reinbursenent under this section. The application

nmust be filed in the manner and form prescri bed by the

property appraiser.

(b) The application, attested to under oath, nust

identify the property rendered uni nhabitable by a named

tropical system the date the dannge occurred, and the nunber

of days the property was uni nhabitabl e. Docunentation

supporting the claimthat the property was uni nhabitable nmust

acconmpany the application. Such docunentation nmay include, but

is not limted to, utility bills, insurance infornmation,

contractors' statenents, building pernmt applications, or

bui l ding inspection certificates of occupancy.

(c) Upon receipt of the application, the property

apprai ser _shall investigate the statements contai ned therein

to deternmi ne whether the applicant is entitled to a partia

rei nbursenent _under this section. |If the property appraiser

determnes that the applicant is entitled to such
2
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rei nbursenent, the property appraiser shall calculate the

rei nbursenent _anmount. The reinbursenent shall be an anpunt

equal to the total ad valoremtaxes |evied on the honestead

property for the 2004 tax vear, nultiplied by a ratio equal to

the nunber of days the property was uni nhabitable in 2004

di vided by 366. However, the anpunt of reinbursenment nay not

exceed $2,000.

(d) The property appraiser shall conpile a list of

property owners entitled to a partial reinbursenent. The |ist

shall be submitted to the Chief Financial Oficer by April 1,

2005, in the manner _and form prescribed by the Chief Financia

Oficer.

(e) Upon receipt of the reinbursenent lists fromthe

property appraisers, the Chief Financial Oficer shal

di sperse rei nbursenent checks from general revenue in the

ampunts and to the persons indicated in the reinbursenment

lists received fromthe property appraisers. Before dispersing

any rei nbursenent checks, the Chief Financial Oficer shal

determ ne the total of all reinbursenent requests submitted by

the property appraisers. If the total ampunt of rei nbursenent

requested exceeds the anpunt appropriated for that purpose in

section 2., the Chief Financial Oficer shall reduce al

rei nbursenent checks by a percentage sufficient to reduce

total reinbursenent paynents to an _anpunt equal to the

appropriation.

(f) As used in this section, the term "uni nhabitable"

neans that a building or structure cannot be used for the

purpose for which it was constructed during a period of 60

days or nore. However, if a property owner is living in an

uni nhabi t abl e structure because alternative living quarters
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are unavailable, the owner is eligible for reinbursenent as

provided in this section.

(2) Any person who knowingly and willfully qgives false

information for the purpose of claimng reinbursenent under

this section conmmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,

puni shabl e as provided in section 775.082, Florida Statutes,

or by a fine not exceeding $5,000, or both.

Section 2. The sumof $20 nmillion is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Financia

Services for purposes of paying a partial reinbursenent of

property taxes as provided in this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provides for property owners to receive reinbursenent for
property tax levied on certain uninhabitable residentia
properties due to a named tropical system Provides
application requirenents for the rei nbursement. Requires
that the property owner provi de docunentation. Requires
the property appraisers to deternmine an applicant's
entitlenent to reinmbursenent. Limits the reinbursenent
anmpunts. Requires the Chief Financial Oficer to

cal cul ate rei mbursenments in conformance with the anmount
appropriated and to di sperse rei nbursenent checks
accordingly. (See bill for details.)
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