F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1395 CS 2005
CS
CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The State Resources Council recomends the follow ng:

2

3 Council /Committee Substitute

4 Renove the entire bill and insert:

5 A Dbill to be entitled

6 An act relating to beach safety; anending s. 380. 276,

7 F.S.; revising the provisions for the placenent of uniform
8 war ni ng and safety flags at public beaches; prohibiting

9 the display of flags not specifically devel oped by the
10 Departnment of Environnmental Protection; revising liability
11 provi sions; authorizing the departnment to devel op and
12 distribute i nformation and materials related to beach
13 safety; providing an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Section 380.276, Florida Statutes, is anmended
18| to read:
19 380. 276 Beaches and coastal areas; display of uniform
20| warning and safety flags at emn public beaches; placenent of
21| uniformnotification signs; beach safety education. --
22 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a cooperative
23| effort anobng state agencies and | ocal governnents be undertaken
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24| to plan for and assist in the display of uniformwarning and
25| safety flags, and the placenent of uniform notification signs
26| that provide the neaning of such warning and safety flags, at en
27| the public beaches along the coast of the state. Because the
28| varying natural conditions of Florida's public beaches and

29| coastal areas pose significant risks to the safety of tourists
30 and the general public, it is inportant to informthe public of
31| the need to exercise caution.

32 (2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection, through
33| the Florida Coastal Managenent Program shall direct and

34| coordinate the uniformwarning and safety flag program The

35| purpose of the programshall be to encourage the display of

36| wuniformwarning and safety flags at ak public beaches al ong the

37| coast of the state at—whichwarningand-saftety flags—are
38| displayed—andtifeguards—are—on—duty— and to encourage the

39| placenment of uniformnotification signs that provide the nmeaning

40| of such flags. Only warning and safety flags devel oped by the

41| departnent shall be displayed. Participation in the program

42| shall be open to any governnent having jurisdiction over a

43| public beach along the coast, whether or not the beach has

44| |ifeguards.

45 (3) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shall

46| develop a programfor the display of uniformwarning and safety
47| flags at aH- public beaches along the coast of the state at

48 . . . .

49| en—duty+ and for the placenment of uniformnotification signs

50| that provide the nmeaning of the flags displayed. Such a program

51| shall provide:
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52 (a) For posted notification of the nmeaning of each of the
53| warning and safety flags at all designated public access points.
54 (b) That uniformnotification signs be posted in a

55| conspicuous | ocation and be clearly |egible.

56 (c) A standard size, shape, color, and definition for each

57| warning and safety fl ag.

58 ” I | . | cal_desi .
59| accommpdate persons—who-are-colorblind-
60 o I ‘)l L ficall ot | L I |

61| pustbe identified by the entity displayingthe flagsinthe
62| posted-notification—

63 ) Guidelines forthe periodicreplacenentof flags—

64 (4) The Departnent of Environnental Protection is

65| authorized, within the limts of appropriations or grants

66| available to it for such purposes, to establish and operate a
67| programto encourage the display of uniformwarning and safety
68| flags at en—aH public beaches along the coast of the state and
69| to encourage the placenment of uniformnotification signs that
70| provide the neaning of the flags displayed. The departnent shall
71| coordinate the inplenmentation of the uniformwarning and safety
72| flag programw th | ocal governing bodies and the Florida Beach
73| Patrol Chiefs Association.

74 (5) The Department of Environnmental Protection may adopt
75| rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to

76| adm nister this section.

77 (6) Due to the inherent danger of constantly changi ng surf

78| and other naturally occurring conditions along Florida's coast,

79| the state, state agencies, |ocal and regional governnent
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80| entities or authorities, and their individual enployees and

81| agents, shall gevernrents—andlocal—governrent—agencies—ay not
82| be held liable for any injury or loss of life caused by changi ng

83| surf and other naturally occurring conditions al ong coast al

84| areas, whether or not uniformwarning and safety flags or

85| notification signs devel oped by the departnment are displayed or

86| posted
87 I : ‘l N I Lt L . .
88 I ol ) L g . I : )l

89 I g T . . | ded | hi o,
90 (7) The Departnent of Environnental Protection, through

91| the Florida Coastal Management Program nay al so devel op and

92| nmke available to the public other educational infornmation and

93| materials related to beach safety.
94 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.

Page 4 of 4

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1395-02-c2



