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CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Juvenile Justice Commttee recomends the follow ng:

2

3 Council /Committee Substitute

4 Renove the entire bill and insert:

5 A Dbill to be entitled

6 An act relating to teen courts; anending s. 938.19, F.S.;

7 aut hori zing a board of county comm ssioners to adopt an

8 ordi nance that incorporates the provisions of the act;

9 providing funding for a teen court through the assessnent
10 of an additional court cost agai nst each person who pl eads
11 guilty or nolo contendere to, or is convicted of, a
12 violation of a crimnal |aw, an ordinance, or a traffic
13 of fense in the county; providing exceptions; providing for
14 admnistration by the clerk of the circuit court;

15 aut horizing the clerk of the circuit court to retain a
16 speci fied percentage of the assessnents collected;

17 requiring the teen court to account for all funds

18 received; requiring an annual report to the board of

19 county comm ssioners by a specified date; authorizing

20 specified organizations to adm nister a teen court

21 program prohibiting teen courts in counties adopting an
22 ordi nance fromreceiving court costs under s. 939. 185,
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23 F.S.; anending s. 939.185, F.S.; providing an exception
24 for teen court funding; providing an effective date.

25
26| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27

28 Section 1. Section 938.19, Florida Statutes, is anended to
29| read:

30 938.19 Teen courts. --

31 (1) Notwithstanding s. 318.121, in each county in which a

32| teen court has been created, the board of county comm sSSioners

33| nmy adopt a nandatory court cost to be assessed in specific

34| cases by incorporating by reference the provisions of this

35| section in a county ordi nhance. Assessnents coll ected by the

36| clerk of the circuit court under this section shall be deposited

37| into an account specifically for the operation and

38| admnistration of the teen court.

39 (2) A sumof up to $3 shall be assessed as a court cost in

40| the circuit and county court in the county agai nst each person

41| who pleads quilty or nolo contendere to, or is convicted of,

42| regardless of adjudication, a violation of a crimnal law or a

43| nunicipal or county ordi nance, or who pays a fine or civil

44| penalty for any violation of chapter 316. Any person whose
45| adjudication is withheld under s. 318.14(9) or s. 318.14(10)
46| shall al so be assessed the cost.

47 (3) The assessnment for court costs shall be assessed in

48| addition to any fine or civil penalty or other court cost and

49| nmay not be deducted fromthe proceeds of that portion of any

50| fine or civil penalty that is received by a nunicipality in the
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51| county or by the county in accordance with ss. 316. 660 and

52| 318.21. The assessnent shall be specifically added to any civil

53| penalty paid for a violation of chapter 316, regardl ess of

54| whether the penalty is paid by nail, paid in person wthout

55| request for a hearing, or paid after hearing and determ nati on

56| by the court. However, the assessnent nay not be nade agai nst a

57| person for a violation of any state |aw or nunicipal or county

58| ordinance relating to the parking of vehicles, with the

59| exception of a violation of the handi capped parking | aws.

60 (4)(a) The clerk of the circuit court shall collect the

61| assessnents for court costs established in this section and

62| shall remt the assessnents to the teen court nonthly.
63 (b) The clerk of the circuit court shall withhold 5

64| percent of the assessnments coll ected, which shall be retai ned as

65| fee inconme of the office of the clerk of the circuit court.

66 (5) A teen court nmust account for all funds received under

67| this sectionin a witten report to the board of county

68| commi ssioners. The report nust be given to the comr ssioners by

69| August 1 of each year or by a date required by the

70| conm ssi oners.

71 (6) A teen court may be admi nistered by a nonprofit

72| organization, a |aw enforcenent agency, the court adm ni strator,

73| the clerk of the court, or another simlar agency authorized by

74| the board of county conm ssi oners.

75 (7) A teen court admnistered in a county that adopts an

76| ordinance to assess court costs under this section may not
77| receive court costs collected under s. 939.185. GCounties—are

78| hereby authorized to fund teen courts—
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79 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
80| 939.185, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:
81 939. 185 Assessnent of additional court costs.--
82 (1)(a) The board of county comm ssioners nmay adopt by

83| ordinance an additional court cost, not to exceed $65, to be
84| inposed by the court when a person pleads guilty or nolo

85| contendere to, or is found guilty of, any fel ony, m sdeneanor,
86| or crimnal traffic offense under the |laws of this state. Such
87| additional assessnment shall be accounted for separately by the
88| county in which the offense occurred and be used only in the
89| county inposing this cost, to be allocated as foll ows:

90 1. Twenty-five percent of the amount collected shall be
91| allocated to fund innovations to supplenment state funding for
92| the elenents of the state courts systemidentified in s. 29.004
93| and county funding for | ocal requirenents under s.

94| 29.008(2)(a)?2.

95 2. Twenty-five percent of the anount collected shall be
96| allocated to assist counties in providing |egal aid prograns
97| required under s. 29.008(3)(a).

98 3. Twenty-five percent of the anount collected shall be
99| allocated to fund personnel and legal naterials for the public
100| as part of a law library.

101 4. Twenty-five percent of the anmpunt coll ected shall be
102| wused as determ ned by the board of county conm ssioners to

103| support teen court prograns, except as provided in s. 938.19(7),

104| juvenile assessnent centers, and other juvenile alternative
105| prograns.
106
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107| Each county receiving funds under this section shall report the
108| amount of funds collected pursuant to this section and an

109| item zed |list of expenditures for all authorized prograns and
110| activities. The report shall be submtted in a format devel oped
111{ by the Supreme Court to the Governor, the Chief Financi al

112| O ficer, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
113| House of Representatives on a quarterly basis beginning with the
114| quarter ending Septenber 30, 2004. Quarterly reports shall be
115 submtted no later than 30 days after the end of the quarter.
116| Any unspent funds at the close of the county fiscal year

117| allocated under subparagraphs 2., 3., and 4., shall be

118| transferred for use pursuant to subparagraph 1.

119 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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