Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 1704
By Senator Klein

30-1298- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to assistive technol ogy;
3 anmending s. 413.407, F.S.; requiring the
4 Assi stive Technol ogy Advisory Council to
5 conduct certain activities required by federa
6 | aw;, revising the conposition of the nmenbership
7 of the council; requiring that the council be
8 made up of a nmajority who are persons with
9 disabilities and who use assistive technol ogy;
10 del eting a provision requiring staggered terns
11 of service; requiring the council to appoint a
12 public policy and advocacy committee; providing
13 an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Section 413.407, Florida Statutes, is
18| amended to read:
19 413.407 Assistive Technol ogy Advisory Council.--There
20| is created the Assistive Technol ogy Advi sory Counci l
21| responsible for ensuring consunmer involvenent in the creation,
22| application, and distribution of technol ogy-rel ated assi stance
23| to and for persons who have disabilities. The council shal
24| fulfill its responsibilities through statew de policy
25| devel opnent, both state and federal legislative initiatives,
26| advocacy at both the state and federal |evel, planning of
27| statewi de resource allocations, policy-Ilevel managenent,
28| reviews of both consumer responsiveness and the adequacy of
29| program service delivery, and by perform ng the functions
30| listed in this section.
31
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(1) The council shall, in accordance with Pub. L. No.

108-364, carry out the follow ng activities:

(a) Finance activities to increase access to, and

funding for, assistive technology devices and assistive

technol ogy services:;

(b) Initiate prograns to reuse assistive technol oqgy

devi ces;

(c) 1Initiate |oan prograns for assistive technol ogy

devi ces;

(d) Conduct denpnstrations of assistive technol ogy

devi ces;

(e) Conduct training and provide technical assistance

in order to increase know edge and awareness of the uses and

benefits of assistive technology devices and assistive

technol ogy services:;

(f) Initiate public awareness canpai gns desi gned to

provide information relating to the benefits, appropriateness,

and costs of assistive technology and services; and

(d) Coordinate and coll aborate with public and private

entities that are responsible for policies, procedures, or

funding for providing assistive technol ogy devices and

services to individuals with disabilities.

(2) () H=ar The council shall be conposed of:
1. Individuals Nre—persens who have disabilities and

who are assistive technol ogy consuners or famly nmenbers or

custodi ans of the individuals.

2. Representatives of consumer organizations concerned
with assistive technol ogy.
3.2~ Uptenine Representatives of business and
i ndustry, including the insurance industry, concerned with
assi stive technol ogy.
2
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teechnology—

4. A representative of the Division of Vocationa

Rehabi litation.

5. A representative fromthe Division of Blind

Servi ces.

6. A representative of centers for independent |iving

within the state.

7. A representative of the Woirkforce | nvestnent Board

of the Agency for Workforce | nnovation.

8. A representative of the Departnent of Education.

9. Representatives of other state agencies that

provi de or coordinate services for persons with disabilities.

Total nenbership on the council nmay shal- not exceed 27 at any

one tine. A mpjority of the nenbership on the council nust be

made up of nenbers appoi nted under subparagraph 1., who shal

constitute no fewer than 51 percent of the total nenbership.

(b) Menbers of the council shall be appointed by the
conmi ssi oner seeretary froma |list of candi dates proposed by

t he division director.
(c) A nmjority of council nmenbers shall be persons who
have disabilities as described in s. 413.20(7) s—+o6(3}{(Br-of

the—aet who are al so consuners of assistive technol ogy or

fam |y menbers of these sueh persons.
(d) The nenbers of the council shall select two
co-chairs from anong the nmenbership of the council
1. One co-chair may be selected fromthe group
descri bed in paragraph (c) and one co-chair shall be sel ected
fromthe other council menbers.
3
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1 2. No co-chair may be an el ected nenber or an enpl oyee
2| of a state agency or of any political subdivision of the

3| state.

4 (e)l. Each nmenber of the council shall serve for a

5| termof not nmore than 3 years, except that=

6 a— a nmenber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring

7| before prer—te the expiration of the termfor which a

8| predecessor was appoi nted shall be appointed for the remai nder
9| of the stueh term

10 b—TFheterms—of—serviceof thenerbers—shall—be

W

15 2. No nenber of the council may serve nore than two
16| consecutive terns; however, any appointnment under subparagraph
17| 1. sub—subparagraph—3t—a—, if for less than 18 nonths, shal

18| not be considered a termfor the purposes of this section.

19 (f) Any vacancy occurring in the nenbership of the

20| council shall be filled in the sane nmanner as the origina

21| appointnment. A vacancy does not affect the power of the

22| remai ning nmenbers to execute the duties of the council

23 (362> In addition to the other functions specified in
24| this section, the council shall

25 (a) Act as the board of directors of a not-for-profit
26| corporation created by the division. Through the corporation
27| the council shall provide direction ard—furding to Florida's
28| Alliance for Assistive Services and Technol ogy, a project

29| sponsored by the departnment for the coordination and delivery
30| of appropriate, cost-effective, state-of-the-art assistive

31| technol ogy services and devices.
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1 (b) Appoint commttees made up of nenbers of the

2| council to focus on specific issues within the council's

3| mandate. Commrittees may request and accept in-kind

4| contributions of personnel frompublic or private entities to
5| supply sueh staffing as the comrittees deem necessary to carry
6| out their individual mandates. These committees shall include,
7| but are not limted to:

8 1. An interagency A conmittee conposed of those

9| nenbers representing state agenci es—furetionnrg—as—an

10| interagenrey—workshoep. The interagency conmittee werkshep shal
11| work towards the devel opnent of dewvelop cooperative agreements
12| anobng governnment agencies and perform such other duties as the
13| council deens appropriate. The interagency workshop's nenbers
14| shall assign staff fromtheir respective agencies to the

15| alliance, as an in-kind contribution for a specified period of
16| time, to review federal and state |egislation and agency

17| policies and practices and to identify both facilitators of,
18| and barriers to, accessibility and utilization of assistive
19| technol ogy services, devices, and fundi ng sources.

20 2. A technol ogy- awareness committee to guide the

21| council's public awareness and coordi nation and coll aboration
22| activities enrcourage—theformation—oftechnologyr—awareness

23| greoups—arprg—eonsurers—providers—and—other—interested

24| indivv-duals—partieuttarby—inscheols—or—workplaces.

25 3. A public policy and advocacy committee to review
26| federal and state legislation and agency policies and

27| practices and to identify both facilitators of, and barriers
28| to, access and use of assistive technol ogy services, devices,
29| and funding sources.

30 (c) Review and approve all reports, recomendations,
31| and proposed actions of conmittee staff.
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(d) Appoint the executive director of the alliance.
The executive director shall be responsible for overal
admi ni stration and day-to-day direction of the alliance, as
wel | as supervision of all staff.

(e) Annually review and approve the strategic or
busi ness plan of the alliance, as submitted by the executive
director.

(f) Submit an annual conprehensive report of the
activities of the council, the corporation, and the alliance
to the division director.

(g) Performsuch other functions as the counci
deternmines to be appropriate which are conparable to functions
performed by the council

(h) Convene at |east four neetings each year in such
pl aces as it determ nes to be necessary to conduct counci
busi ness and may conduct sueh foruns or hearings as the
council considers appropriate. The council shall nake a report
of each neeting which shall include a record of its
di scussi ons and recomendations, all of which reports shall be
made avail able to the public.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the Assistive Technol ogy Advisory Council to
conduct certain activities required by federal |aw.

Revi ses the conﬁosition of the nenbership of the council
Requires that the council to be made up of a mgjority who
are persons with disabilities and who use assistive
technol ogy. Deletes a ﬁrovision requiring staggered terns
of service. Requires the council to appoint a public
policy and advocacy comrittee.
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