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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1727 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Ryan offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with ballot statenent and title anendnents)
Renmove everything after resolving clause and insert:
That the creation of Section 20 of Article Ill and the
amendnent of Section 10 of Article IV and Sections 3 and 5 of
Article XI of the State Constitution set forth below is agreed
to and shall be submitted to the electors of Florida for
approval or rejection at the general election to be held in
Novenber 2006:
ARTI CLE |11
LEQ SLATURE
SECTION 20. Legislation by initiative.--

(a)(1) The power to propose legislation by initiative is

reserved to the people, provided that any such | egislation shal

enbrace one subject and nmatter directly connected therewth.
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This power nay be invoked by filing with the custodi an of state

records a petition containing a copy of the proposed

| egi sl ati on.

(2) The foll ow ng subjects nay not be proposed by

initiative: special and general |aws of |ocal application; |aws

that inpose, elimnate, increase or grant exenption fromtaxes;

| aws that appropriate state funds; |laws requiring counties or

nmuni ci palities to spend funds or elimnating their ability to

rai se revenues or receive state tax revenue; |aws that provide

exenption from public records or public neeting requirenents;

| aws that provide for the nunber or assignnent of judges or the

jurisdiction of courts; laws that the |legislature is prohibited

from passi ng or nust pass by an extraordinary vote; and | aws

changi ng the boundaries of any nunicipality, county, or special,

| egi slative, or congressional district.

(b)(1) Upon filing with the custodian of state records a

petition signed by a nunber of electors in the state as a whol e

equal to two percent of the votes cast in the state as a whol e

in the | ast preceding election in which presidential electors

were chosen, the proposed | egislation shall be brought before

the |l egislature for enactnent at the next reqgul ar session held

nore than thirty days foll owi ng subm ssion of the petition as

provi ded herein. The proposed |egislation shall be treated as a

bill subject to section 7 of this article. The enacti ng cl ause

of every |law proposed by initiative shall read: "Be It Enacted

by the People of the State of Florida by Initiative:"

(2) If the legislature fails to enact the proposed

| egi slation, the proposed | egislation nay be placed on the
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bal |l ot at the next general election held nore than ninety days

after a initiative petition proposing legislationis filed with

the custodi an of state records signed by a nunber of electors in

the state equal to four percent of the votes cast in the state

as a whole in the |ast preceding election in which presidentia

el ectors were chosen

(c) The governor nay not veto | egislation proposed by

initiative that is approved by the electors. Laws that are

enacted by initiative may be anended or repeal ed as provided in

this section and shall otherw se be subject to the powers of the

governor and the | egislature granted by this constitution, as

such powers apply to any |aw or |egislation. However,

not w t hst andi ng section 7 of this article, the |egislature nay

anend or repeal |egislation approved by vote of the electors for

the first two years after it takes effect only by a vote of

three-fifths of the nmenbership of each house of |egislature and

thereafter by a mpjority vote of the nenbership of each house of

the | eqgi sl ature.

(d) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week

i medi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,

t he proposed legislation, with notice of the date of the

election at which it will be submtted to the electors, shall be

published in one newspaper of general circulation in each county

in which a newspaper is published.

(e) If the legislation proposed by initiative is approved

by majority vote of the electors voting on the proposed

legislation, it shall be effective on the first day of July

following the next regular session of the legislature after the
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general election at which the legislative initiative was

approved.

ARTI CLE |V
EXECUTI VE
SECTION 10. Attorney Ceneral.--The attorney general shall
as directed by general |aw, request the opinion of the justices

of the suprenme court as to the validity of any initiative

petition proposing | egislation circul ated pursuant to Section 20

of Article Ill or any initiative petition proposing to anend or

revise this constitution circulated pursuant to Section 3 of

Article XI. The justices shall, subject to their rul es of
procedure, permt interested persons to be heard on the
guestions presented and shall render their witten opinion no
|ater than April 1 of the year in which the initiative is to be
submtted to the voters pursuant to Section 5 of Article Xl.
ARTI CLE Xl
AVENDMENTS

SECTION 3. Initiative.--

(a) The power to propose the revision or anmendnent of any
portion or portions of this constitution by initiative is
reserved to the people, provided that, any such revision or
amendnent, except for those limting the power of governnent to
rai se revenue, shall enbrace but one subject and matter directly

connected therewith. Any revision or anendnent proposed by

initiative shall

(1) Anmend or repeal an existing section of this

constitution on the sane subject and natter;

321175

4/ 21/ 2005 1:56:31 PMPage 4 of 8




100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1727 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

(2) Address a basic or fundanental right of a citizen of

this state; or

(3) Change the basic structure of state governnent as
established in Article |11, Article Il1Il, Article IV, or Article V
of this constitution, except that no revision or anendnent shal

deprive the branches of governnent of any existing powers

granted in these articles.

(b) The initiative power H may be invoked by filing with

the custodian of state records a petition containing a copy of
t he proposed revision or anmendnment, signed by a nunber of
el ectors in each of one half of the congressional districts of
the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to eight percent
of the votes cast in each of such districts respectively and in
the state as a whole in the |ast preceding election in which
presidential electors were chosen.

SECTION 5. Anendnent or revision election.--

(a) A proposed anendnent to or revision of this
constitution, or any part of it, shall be submtted to the
el ectors at the next general election held nore than ninety days
after the joint resolution or report of revision conm ssion,
constitutional convention or taxation and budget reform
comm ssion proposing it is filed with the custodian of state
records, unless, pursuant to | aw enacted by the affirmative vote
of three-fourths of the menbership of each house of the
| egislature and imted to a single amendnent or revision, it is
submtted at an earlier special election held nore than ninety

days after such filing.
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(b) A proposed anmendnment or revision of this constitution,
or any part of it, by initiative shall be submtted to the
el ectors at the general election provided the initiative
petitionis filed with the custodian of state records no |ater
than February 1 of the year in which the general election is
hel d.

(c) The legislature shall provide by general law, prior to
t he hol ding of an election pursuant to this section, for the
provision of a statenent to the public regarding the probable
financial inpact of any anmendnent proposed by initiative
pursuant to section 3.

(d) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week
i mredi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,
t he proposed anendnent or revision, with notice of the date of
el ection at which it will be submtted to the electors, shall be
publ i shed in one newspaper of general circulation in each county
in which a newspaper is published.

(e) Unless otherwi se specifically provided for el sewhere

inthis constitution, if the proposed anendnent or revision is

approved by vote of at |least sixty percent of the electors

voting on the neasure, it shall be effective as an amendnent to

or revision of the constitution of the state on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January follow ng the
el ection, or on such other date as nay be specified in the
amendnment or revision.
BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the title and substance of the
anendnent proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as follows:
LEG SLATI ON BY | NI TI ATI VE; | NI TI ATI VE;
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CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS OR REVI SI ONS

Proposes the creation of Section 20 of Article Ill and the
amendnent of Section 10 of Article IV and Section 5 of Article
Xl of the State Constitution to allow | egislation to be proposed
by initiative, unless it is special or local in nature, involves
taxes or tax exenptions, appropriates state funds, requires
counties or municipalities to spend funds or elimnates their
ability to raise revenues or receive state tax revenue, provides
exenption from public records or public neetings requirenents,
provi des for the nunber or assignnment of judges or the
jurisdiction of courts, is constitutionally prohibited or
requi res passage by an extraordinary vote of the Legislature, or
changes the boundaries of any municipality, county, or special,
| egi slative, or congressional district; to prescribe standards
for such initiatives and requirenments to i nvoke and approve
them to prohibit gubernatorial veto and restrict the
Legi sl ature from anendi ng or repealing such legislation in the
first 2 years after taking effect, except by an extraordinary
vote; to provide for Suprenme Court review of initiative
petitions proposing legislation; to require signatures for
initiative petitions to anend or revise the State Constitution
to be gathered in all, rather than one half, of the
congressional districts and of the state as a whole; to allow
repeal of anmendnments or revisions to the State Constitution
adopted by initiative petition pursuant to the sane requirenents
as those for adoption of the amendnent or revision to be
repeal ed; to provide that a constitutional revision or anendnment
proposed by initiative nust amend or repeal an existing section
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of the State Constitution on the sanme subject and matter; mnust
address a basic or fundanental right of a citizen of this state;
or nust change the basic structure of state governnent as
established in Article Il, Article Il1l, Article IV, or Article V
of the State Constitution, except that no revision or anendnent
may deprive the branches of governnment of any existing powers
granted in these articles; and to require that any proposed
amendnment to or revision of the State Constitution, whether
proposed by the Legislature, by initiative, or by any other
met hod, nust be approved by at |east 60 percent of the voters

voting on the measure, rather than by a sinple majority.

z================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================

Renove the entire title and insert:
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing the creation of Section 20 of
Article Il and the amendnent of Section 10 of Article IV
and Sections 3 and 5 of Article XI of the State
Constitution to authorize the proposal of |egislation by
initiative, to provide for Supreme Court review of
initiative petitions proposing |legislation, to provide the
perm ssi bl e subject matter of revisions or anendnents to
the State Constitution proposed by initiative, and to
require that any proposed anendment to or revision of the
State Constitution be approved by at |east 60 percent of

the el ectors voting on the measure.
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