F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1737 2005
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; anmending s. 1001.03, F.S.;
3 requiring the State Board of Education to reviewthe
4 Sunshine State Standards and provide a report evaluating
5 the extent to which the standards are bei ng taught;
6 creating s. 1001.215, F.S.; creating the Just Read,
7 Floridal Ofice in the Departnment of Education; providing
8 duties; amending s. 1001.41, F.S.; requiring district
9 school boards to adopt policies to provide each student a
10 conpl ete educati on program anending s. 1001.42, F.S.;
11 conform ng provisions; anmending s. 1003.415, F. S.;
12 providing the mssion of mddle grades; deleting the
13 rigorous reading requirenment for mddl e grade students;
14 del eti ng obsol ete | anguage relating to a departnent study;
15 revising requirenments for developnent of a student mddle
16 school success plan; creating s. 1003. 4155, F.S.;
17 specifying the grading scale for grades 6 through 8;
18 creating s. 1003.4156, F.S.; specifying general
19 requi rements for mddle school pronotion; requiring an
20 i ntensi ve readi ng course under certain circunstances;
21 defining an academ c credit; authorizing a process for
22 wai vi ng requirenents; requiring the adoption of rules for
23 alternative pronotion standards for students in schools
24 with certain grade configurations; creating s. 1004. 64,
25 F.S.; creating the Florida Center for Readi ng Research;
26 provi ding duties, including the establishnent of regional
27 partnerships; providing a restriction with respect to
28 persons with financial interests; anending s. 1008. 25,
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29 F.S.; requiring the departnent to establish a uniform
30 format for reporting information relating to student
31 progression; requiring an annual report; anmending s.
32 1011.62, F.S.; providing funding for supplenental services
33 for certain students; conform ng cross references;
34 establishing a research-based readi ng instruction
35 all ocation to provide funds for a conprehensive reading
36 instruction system requiring school district plans for
37 use of the allocation; including the allocation in the
38 total anount allocated to each school district for current
39 operation; anending s. 1011.71, F.S.; correcting a cross
40 reference; anending s. 1012.34, F.S.; conform ng
41 provi sions; creating s. 1012.986, F.S.; establishing the
42 A+ Prof essional Devel opnment Program for School Leaders;
43 defining the term "school |eader”; establishing school
44 | eadershi p designations and criteria therefor; providing
45 criteria for calculating school grades for purpose of such
46 desi gnati ons; providing programrequirenments and delivery;
47 requiring the adoption of rules; providing an effective
48 dat e.
49
50| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
51
52 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1001.03, Florida
53| Statutes, is anmended to read:
54 1001. 03 Specific powers of State Board of Education. --
55 (1) PUBLIC K-12 STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. --The State
56| Board of Education shall approve the student perfornmance
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57| standards known as the Sunshine State Standards in key academ c

58| subject areas and grade levels. The state board shal

59| periodically reviewthe standards to ensure adequate rigor and

60| evaluate the extent to which the standards are being taught at

61| each grade level. The evaluation shall be provided to the

62| Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

63 Presi dent of the Senate and shall include a determ nation of the

64| district school boards' provision of a conplete education

65| program pursuant to s. 1001.41(3).

66 Section 2. Section 1001. 215, Florida Statutes, is created
67| to read:
68 1001. 215 Just Read, Floridal Ofice.--There is created in

69| the Departnent of Education the Just Read, Florida! Ofice. The
70| office shall:
71 (1) Train professionally certified teachers to becone

72| certified readi ng coaches.

73 (2) Create nmultiple designations of effective reading

74| instruction, with acconpanying credentials, that encourage al

75| teachers to integrate reading instruction into their content

76 ar eas.

77 (3) Train K-12 teachers, school principals, and parents on

78| research-based reading instruction strategies.

79 (4) Provide technical assistance to school districts in

80| the devel opnent and inplenentation of district plans for use of

81| the research-based reading instruction allocation provided in s.

82| 1011.62(9) and annually revi ew and approve such pl ans.
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83 (5) Work with the Florida Center for Readi ng Research
84| created pursuant to s. 1004.64 to provide infornation on

85| research-based readi ng prograns.

86 (6) Periodically reviewthe Sunshine State Standards for

87| reading at all grade | evels.

88 (7) Periodically review teacher certification exan nations

89| to ensure that the exam nations neasure necessary skills in

90| research-based reading instructional strategies.

91 (8) Wirk with teacher preparation prograns approved

92| pursuant to s. 1004.04 to ensure integration of research-based

93| reading instructional strategies into teacher preparation

94| prograns.
95 (9) Adm nister grants and perform other functions

96| necessary to assist with neeting the goal that all students read

97| at grade |evel.

98 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 1001.41, Florida
99| Statutes, is amended to read:
100 1001.41 General powers of district school board.--The

101| district school board, after considering recomrendati ons
102| submitted by the district school superintendent, shall exercise
103| the follow ng general powers:

104 (3) Prescribe and adopt standards and policies to provide

105 each student the opportunity to receive a conplete education

106| program including | anguage arts, mathematics, science, social

107| studies, health, physical education, foreign | anguages, and the

108| arts as defined by the Sunshine State Standards pursuant to s.

109| 1001.03(1) as—are-considered desirable by it for inproving-the
110| di-strict—school-system
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111 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (16) of section
112| 1001.42, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
113 1001. 42 Powers and duties of district school board.--The

114| district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise al

115| powers and performall duties |listed bel ow

116 (16) | MPLEMENT SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND

117| ACCOUNTABILITY.--Mintain a system of school inprovenent and

118| education accountability as provided by statute and State Board

119 of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and

120| education accountability shall be consistent with, and

121| inplenented through, the district's continuing system of

122| planning and budgeting required by this section and ss.

123| 1008.385, 1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of schoo

124 inprovenent and education accountability shall include, but is

125 not limted to, the foll ow ng:

126 (a) School inprovenent plans.--Annually approve and

127 require inplenmentation of a new, anmended, or continuation school

128| inprovenent plan for each school in the district, except that a

129| district school board may establish a district school

130| inprovenent plan that includes all schools in the district

131| operating for the purpose of providing educational services to

132 youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns. Such plan

133| shall be designed to achieve the state education priorities

134| pursuant to s. 1000.03(5) and student performance standards. +a

135 - . . . .

136| reguitepent—pursdantto-s—1003-415 nust—include -such-conponent

137| +A—+ts—school—inprovenent—plan— Each plan shall al so address

138| issues relative to budget, training, instructional materials,
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139| technology, staffing, student support services, specific school
140| safety and discipline strategies, student health and fitness,
141| including physical fitness, parental information on student

142| health and fitness, and indoor environnental air quality, and
143| other matters of resource allocation, as determ ned by district
144| school board policy, and shall be based on an anal ysis of

145| student achi evenent and ot her school performance dat a.

146 Section 5. Section 1003.415, Florida Statutes, is anmended
147| to read:

148 1003. 415 The M ddl e G ades Reform Act.--

149 (1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the

150| popular nanme the "M ddl e G ades Reform Act."

151 (2) PURPCSE AND | NTENT. - -

152 (a) The purpose of this section is to provide added focus

153| and rigor to acadenmics in the m ddle grades. Using reading as
154| the foundation, all mddle grade students should receive

155| rigorous academ c instruction through challenging curricula

156| delivered by highly qualified teachers in schools with

157| outstandi ng | eadership, which schools are supported by engaged
158| and informed parents.

159 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that students

160| pronoted fromthe eighth grade will be ready for success in high

161| school and that the mssion of nmddle grades is to prepare

162| students to graduate from hi gh school .

163 (3) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term"mddle
164| grades" nmeans grades 6, 7, and 8.
165 (4) CURRICULA AND COURSES. - - The Departnment of Education
166| shall review course offerings, teacher qualifications,
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167 instructional materials, and teaching practices used in reading
168| and | anguage arts progranms in the m ddl e grades. The depart nent
169| nust consult with the Florida Center for Reading Research at
170 Florida State University, the Just Read, Florida! Ofice,

171| reading researchers, reading specialists, and district

172| supervisors of curriculumin the devel opnent of findings and
173| reconmmendati ons. The Conm ssioner of Education shall nmake

174| reconmendations to the State Board of Education regarding

175| changes to reading and |anguage arts curricula in the mddle
176| grades based on research-based proven effective prograns. The
177| State Board of Education shall adopt rul es based upon the

178| conm ssioner's recommendations no |later than March 1, 2005.

179 Inplenmentation of new or revised reading and | anguage arts

180| courses in all mddle grades shall be phased in begi nning no
181| later than the 2005- 2006 school year with conpletion no |ater
182| than the 2008-2009 school year

183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
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251 e—Statf developrent requitremrents—

252 —Availabiity of effective statf developrenttraining—
253 g—Feacher recrui-tnent—and-vacancy +ssues—

254 . . -

255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266 (5) A PERSONALI ZED M DDLE SCHOOL SUCCESS PLAN. - -
267 (a) Beginningw-th the 2004-2005 schoolyear Each

268| principal of a school with a m ddle grade shall designate

269| certified staff nenbers at the school to devel op and adm ni ster
270| a personalized m ddl e school success plan for each entering

271| sixth grade student who scored bel ow Level 2.5 3 in reading on
272| the nost recently adm nistered FCAT. The purpose of the success
273| plan is to assist the student in neeting state and schoo

274| district expectations in academ c proficiency and to prepare the
275| student for a rigorous high school curriculum The success plan
276| shall be devel oped in collaboration with the student and his or

277| her parent and nust be inplenmented until the student conpletes

278| the eighth grade or achieves a score at Level 2.5 3 or above in
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279| reading on the FCAT, whichever occurs first. The success pl an
280| must mnimze paperwork and may be incorporated into a

281| parent/teacher conference, included as part of a progress report
282| or report card, included as part of a general orientation at the
283| beginning of the school year, or provided by electronic mail or
284| other witten correspondence.

285 (b) The personalized m ddl e school success plan nust:

286 1. ldentify educational goals and internedi ate benchmarks
287| for the student in the core curriculumareas which will prepare
288| the student for high school

289 2. Be based upon academ c perfornmance data and an

290| identification of the student's strengths and weaknesses.

291 3. Include acadenic intervention strategies with frequent
292| progress nonitoring.

293 4. Provide innovative nethods to pronote the student's
294| advancenent which nmay include, but not be limted to, flexible
295| scheduling, tutoring, focus on core curricula, online

296| instruction, an alternative |earning environnment, or other

297| interventions that have been shown to accel erate the |earning
298| process.

299 (c) The personalized m ddl e school success plan nust be
300( incorporated into any individual student plan required by

301| federal or state law, including the academ c inprovenent plan
302| required in s. 1008.25, an individual education plan (IEP) for a
303| student with disabilities, a federal 504 plan, or an ESOL pl an.

304 (d) The Departnent of Education shall provide technical
305| assistance for districts, school admnistrators, and
306| instructional personnel regarding the devel opnent of
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personal i zed m ddl e school success plans. The assi stance shal
i ncl ude strategi es and techni ques designed to maxi m ze

i nteraction between students, parents, teachers, and other
instructional and adm nistrative staff while m nim zing
paper wor K.

(6)8) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY. - -

(a) The State Board of Education shall have authority to
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent
the provisions of this section.

(b) The State Board of Education shall have authority
pursuant to s. 1008.32 to enforce the provisions of this
section.

Section 6. Section 1003.4155, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1003. 4155 M ddl e school grading system --The gradi ng

systemand interpretation of |letter grades used in grades 6

t hrough 8 shall be as foll ows:

(1) Gade "A' equals 90 percent through 100 percent, has a

grade point average value of 4, and is defined as "outstandi ng

progr ess.

(2) Gade "B'" equals 80 percent through 89 percent, has a

grade point average value of 3, and is defined as "above average

pr ogr ess.

(3) Gade "C'" equals 70 percent through 79 percent, has a

grade point average value of 2, and is defined as "average

progr ess.
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(4 Gade "D'" equals 60 percent through 69 percent, has a
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grade point average value of 1, and is defined as "I owest

average value of zero, and is defined as "inconplete."

to read:

1003. 4156 General requirenents for m ddl e schoo

pronotion. --

accept abl e progress. "

(5) Gade "F'" equals zero percent through 59 percent, has
a grade point average value of zero, and is defined as
"failure."

(6) Gade "I" equals zero percent, has a grade point

Section 7. Section 1003.4156, Florida Statutes, is created

(1) Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2005-

2006 school year, pronotion froma mddle school with grades 6

t hrough 8 requires that:

(a) A student nust successfully conplete 12 acadenic

credits as foll ows:

1. Three mddle school or higher credits in

Engl i sh/| anguage arts.

2. Three mddle school or higher credits in mathenatics.

3. Three mddle school or higher credits in social

st udi es.

4. Three m ddl e school or higher credits in science.

O her courses offered in mddle school, including nusic, band,

physi cal education, and art, shall be considered el ectives.

(b) For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or

Level 2 on FCAT Readi ng, the student nmust the foll ow ng year

be
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361| enrolled in and conplete a full-year intensive reading course

362| based on franeworks devel oped by the Florida Center for Reading
363| Research pursuant to s. 1004.64(4).
364 (2) One full credit nmeans a mni num of 135 hours of

365| instruction in a designated course of study that contains

366| student performance standards. For schools authorized by the

367| district school board to inplenent block scheduling, one full

368| credit nmeans a m ni rum of 120 hours of instruction in a

369| designated course of study that contains student performance
370| standards.

371 (3) District school boards nay establish a process for

372 waiving the requirenents of this section. The State Board of

373| Education shall approve each school district's waiver process

374 prior to inplenentation by the school district. A waiver process

375| nust include, but is not limted to, opportunities for students
376| to:

377 (a) Recover credits.

378 (b) Be pronoted on tine to high school.

379 (c) Be placed in alternative prograns that enphasize
380| applied integrated curricula, snmall |earning communities,

381| support services, increased discipline, or other strategies

382| docunented to i nprove student achi evenent.

383 (4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

384| pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to provide for alternative
385| m ddl e school pronotion standards for students in grades 6, 7,

386 or 8 who are not enrolled in schools with a grade 6 through 8

387| mddle school configuration.
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388 Section 8. Section 1004.64, Florida Statutes, is created
389| to read:
390 1004.64 Florida Center for Readi ng Research. --There is

391| created the Florida Center for Readi ng Research (FCRR) which
392| shall be administratively assigned as detern ned by the Board of

393 Governors. The center shall

394 (1) Provide technical assistance and support to all schoo

395| districts and schools in the state in the inplenentati on of

396| evidence-based literacy instruction, assessnents, and prograns.

397 (2) Conduct applied research that will have an i medi at e

398| inpact on policy and practices related to literacy instruction

399| and assessnent in the state.

400 (3) Conduct basic research on readi ng, readi ng grow h,

401| reading assessnent, and reading instruction that will contribute

402| to scientific know edge about reading.

403 (4) Devel op conprehensive reading intervention course

404| frameworks for mddl e and high schools.

405 (5) Dissemnate informati on about research-based practices

406| related to literacy instruction, assessnent, and prograns for

407| children in preschool through grade 12.

408 (6) Collect, nanage, and report on assessnent infornmation

409| from screening, progress nonitoring, and outcone assessnents

410| through Florida's Progress Mnitoring and Reporting Network,

411 which is a statewide resource that is operated to provide valid

412| and tinely readi ng assessnent data for parents, teachers,

413| principals, district-level staff, and state-level staff in the

414| nmanagenent of instruction at the individual, classroom and

415( school | evel s.
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416 (7) In order to fulfill the requirenents of this section,

417| establish regional partnerships with state universities as

418| determ ned by the Board of Governors, with community col |l eges as

419| determned by the State Board of Education, and with independent

420| postsecondary institutions as determ ned by their individual

421| governi ng boards.
422

423| Persons engaged in activities on behalf of the Florida Center

424 for Readi ng Research pursuant to this section nust be

425( individuals who do not have, and none of whose rel atives as

426 defined in s. 112.3143 has, a substantial financial interest in

427| the design or delivery of reading-related instructional

428| materials, prograns, courses, or training. For purposes of this

429| section, such persons are defined as enpl oyees of an agency
430 pursuant to s. 112.313.
431 Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (8) of section

432| 1008.25, Florida Statutes, is anended, and paragraph (c) is

433 added to said subsection, to read:

434 1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedial
435| instruction; reporting requirenents.--

436 (8) ANNUAL REPORT. - -

437 (b) Beginningwth the 2001-2002 schoolyear Each

438| district school board nust annually publish in the | ocal
439| newspaper, and report in witing to the State Board of Education
440 by Septenber 1 of each year, the followng information on the

441| prior school year:
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442 1. The provisions of this section relating to public

443| school student progression and the district school board' s

4441 policies and procedures on student retention and pronotion.

445 2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students in
446| grades 3 through 10 performng at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading
447| portion of the FCAT.

448 3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
449| retained in grades 3 through 10.
450 4. Information on the total nunmber of students who were

451| pronoted for good cause, by each category of good cause as

452| specified in paragraph (6)(b).

453 5. Any revisions to the district school board' s policy on
454| student retention and pronotion fromthe prior year.

455 (c) The Departnent of Education shall establish a uniform

456| format for school districts to report the information required

457| in paragraph (b). The format shall be devel oped with i nput from

458| school districts and shall be provided not |ater than 60 days

459| prior to the annual due date. The departnent shall annually

460| conpile the information required in subparagraphs (b)2., 3., and

461| 4., along with state-level sunmary infornmation, and report such

462 information to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

463| the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

464 Section 10. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1), paragraphs
465| (a) and (b) of subsection (4), and subsection (8) of section
466| 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended, subsection (9) is

467| renunbered as subsection (10) and anended, and a new subsecti on

468| (9) is added to said section, to read:
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469 1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annual

470| allocation fromthe Florida Educati on Finance Programto each

471| district for operation of schools is not determned in the

472| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenmenting

473| the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

474 foll ows:

475 (1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR

476| OPERATION. --The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in

477| determ ning the annual allocation to each district for

478| operation:

479 (f) Suppl enental academ c instruction; categorical fund.--

480 1. There is created a categorical fund to provide

481| suppl enental academ c instruction to students in kindergarten

482| through grade 12. This paragraph may be cited as the

483| "Suppl enental Academ c Instruction Categorical Fund."

484 2. Categorical funds for supplenental academnic instruction

485| shall be allocated annually to each school district in the

486| anount provided in the General Appropriations Act. These funds

487| shall be in addition to the funds appropriated on the basis of

488| FTE student nenbership in the Florida Educati on Finance Program

489| and shall be included in the total potential funds of each

490| district. These funds shall be used to provide suppl enent al

491| academc instruction to students enrolled in the K-12 program

492| Suppl enental instruction strategies nmay include, but are not

493| limted to: nodified curriculum reading instruction, after-

494| school instruction, tutoring, nentoring, class size reduction,

495| extended school year, intensive skills devel opnent in sumer

496| school, and other nmethods for inproving student achievenent.
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497| Supplenmental instruction nmay be provided to a student in any
498| manner and at any tine during or beyond the regular 180-day term
499| identified by the school as being the nost effective and

500 efficient way to best help that student progress fromgrade to
501 grade and to graduate.

502 3. Effective with the 1999-2000 fiscal year, funding on
503| the basis of FTE nenbership beyond the 180-day regular term
504| shall be provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled in

505 juvenile justice education progranms. Funding for instruction
506 beyond the regul ar 180-day school year for all other K-12

507| students shall be provided through the suppl enental acadenc
508| instruction categorical fund and other state, federal, and | oca
509 fund sources with anple flexibility for schools to provide

510| supplenental instruction to assist students in progressing from
511| grade to grade and graduati ng.

512 4. The Florida State University School, as a | ab school,
513| is authorized to expend fromits FEFP or Lottery Enhancenent
514| Trust Fund allocation the cost to the student of remediation in
515| reading, witing, or mathematics for any graduate who requires
516| renediation at a postsecondary educational institution.

517 5. Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, dropout

518| prevention prograns as defined in ss. 1003.52, 1003.53(1)(a),
519( (b), and (c), and 1003.54 shall be included in group 1 prograns
520| under subparagraph (d)3.

521 6. Beginning in the 2005-2006 school year, parents of

522| students who score Level 1 on FCAT Reading in non-Title

523| schools shall be offered the opportunity to choose suppl enent al

524| services froma |ist of providers approved by the Departnent of
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525| Education, funded in an anpunt per student as determ ned

526 annually in the General Appropriations Act.
527 (4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL EFFORT. --The
528| Legislature shall prescribe the aggregate required |ocal effort

529 for all school districts collectively as an itemin the General
530| Appropriations Act for each fiscal year. The anpbunt that each
531| district shall provide annually toward the cost of the Florida
532| Education Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12

533| prograns shall be cal culated as follows:

534 (a) Estinmated taxable value cal cul ations. --

535 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19, the
536| Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the Comm ssioner of

537| Education its nost recent estimate of the taxable value for

538| school purposes in each school district and the total for al
539 school districts in the state for the current cal endar year

540| based on the | atest avail able data obtained fromthe I ocal

541| property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the Conm ssioner of
542| Education shall conpute a mllage rate, rounded to the next

543| hi ghest one one-thousandth of a mll, which, when applied to 95
544| percent of the estinmated state total taxable value for school
545| purposes, woul d generate the prescri bed aggregate required |ocal
546| effort for that year for all districts. The Conm ssioner of

547| Education shall certify to each district school board the

548| mllage rate, conputed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as
549 the minimumm ||l age rate necessary to provide the district

550 required local effort for that year.

551 b. The CGeneral Appropriations Act shall direct the
552| conputation of the statew de adjusted aggregate anount for
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553| required local effort for all school districts collectively from

554| ad valoremtaxes to ensure that no school district's revenue

555 fromrequired local effort mllage will produce nore than 90

556| percent of the district's total Florida Education Fi nance

557 Program cal cul ation, and the adjustnent of the required | ocal

558| effort mllage rate of each district that produces nore than 90

559| percent of its total Florida Education Finance Program

560 entitlenent to a level that will produce only 90 percent of its

561| total Florida Education Finance Programentitlenent in the July

562| cal cul ation.

563 2. As revised data are received from property appraisers,

564| the Departnment of Revenue shall amend the certification of the

565| estimate of the taxable value for school purposes. The

566 Commi ssioner of Education, in adm nistering the provisions of

567| subparagraph (10) (9(a)2., shall use the nost recent taxable

568| value for the appropriate year.

569 (b) Final calculation.--

570 1. The Departnent of Revenue shall, upon receipt of the

571| official final assessed value of property fromeach of the

572| property appraisers, certify to the Comm ssioner of Education

573| the taxable value total for school purposes in each school

574 district, subject to the provisions of paragraph (d). The

575| comm ssioner shall use the official final taxable value for

576| school purposes for each school district in the final

577| calculation of the annual Florida Education Fi nance Program

578| all ocations.

579 2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the official final

580| taxable value for school purposes shall be the taxable value for
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581| school purposes on which the tax bills are conputed and nmail ed

582| to the taxpayers, adjusted to reflect final adm nistrative

583| actions of val ue adjustnent boards and judicial decisions

584| pursuant to part | of chapter 194. By Septenber 1 of each year

585| the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the conm ssioner the

586| official prior year final taxable value for school purposes. For

587| each county that has not submtted a revised tax roll reflecting

588| final value adjustnment board actions and final judicial

589| decisions, the Departnent of Revenue shall certify the nost

590| recent revision of the official taxable value for school

591| purposes. The certified value shall be the final taxable val ue

592| for school purposes, and no further adjustnents shall be nade,

593| except those made pursuant to subparagraph (10){9)-(a)?2.

594 (8) QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE. - - The Legi sl ature may

595 annually in the General Appropriations Act determne a

596| percentage increase in funds per K-12 unweighted FTE as a

597 m ni mum guarantee to each school district. The guarantee shal

598| be calculated fromprior year base funding per unwei ghted FTE

599| student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as provided

600 in subsection (10)¢9), quality guarantee funds, and actua

601| nonvoted discretionary |ocal effort fromtaxes. Fromthe base

602| funding per unweighted FTE, the increase shall be cal cul ated for

603| the current year. The current year funds from which the

604| guarantee shall be determ ned shall include the adjusted FTE

605| dollars as provided in subsection (10){9) and potential nonvoted

606| discretionary local effort fromtaxes. A conparison of current

607| year funds per unwei ghted FTE to prior year funds per unwei ghted

608| FTE shall be conputed. For those school districts which have
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609| less than the legislatively assigned percentage increase, funds
610| shall be provided to guarantee the assigned percentage increase
611| in funds per unwei ghted FTE student. Shoul d appropriated funds
612| be less than the sumof this cal cul ated anount for al

613| districts, the comm ssioner shall prorate each district's

614| allocation. This provision shall be inplenented to the extent
615| specifically funded.

616 (9) RESEARCH BASED READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON ALLOCATI ON. - -

617 (a) The research-based reading instruction allocation is

618| created to provide conprehensive reading instruction to students

619| in kindergarten through grade 12.

620 (b) Funds for conprehensive, research-based readi ng

621| instruction shall be allocated annually to each school district

622| in the anobunt provided in the General Appropriations Act. Each

623| eligible school district shall receive the sane m ni rum anount

624| as specified in the General Appropriations Act, and any

625| renmaining funds shall be distributed to eligible school

626| districts based on each school district's proportionate share of

627| the statewi de total unweighted full-tinme equival ent student

628| popul ati on.

629 (c) Funds nust be used to provide a system of

630| conprehensive reading instruction to students enrolled in the K-

631| 12 prograns, which may i nclude the foll ow ng:

632 1. The provision of highly qualified readi ng coaches.
633 2. Professional devel opnent for school district teachers
634| in scientifically based reading instruction.
635 3. The provision of sumer reading canps for students who
636| score at Level 1 on the FCAT.
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637 4. The provision of supplenental instructional nmaterials

638| that are grounded in scientifically based reading research, and

639| conprehensive training in their use, for which teachers shal

640| receive inservice credit. Each school district and the publisher

641| of the material shall jointly certify that the teacher has

642| achieved nastery in using the material correctly. Data on this

643| training shall be collected by the Departnent of Educati on.

644 5. The provision of intensive interventions for mddl e and

645| high school students reading bel ow grade | evel.
646 (d) Annually, by a date determ ned by the Departnent of

647| Education but before May 1, school districts shall submt a plan

648| for use of the research-based reading instruction allocation in

649| the format prescribed by the departnent for review and approval

650 by the Just Read, Florida! Ofice created pursuant to s.
651| 1001.215. The format shall be devel oped with input from school

652| district personnel, including teachers and principals. Upon

653| approval of a school district's plan by the Just Read, Florida

654 O fice not later than July 1 annually, the departnent shal

655| release the school district's allocation of appropriated funds.

656 No funds shall be rel eased without an approved plan, and the

657| departnent may withhold funding in the event a plan i s not

658| 1nplenented as approved. If a school district and the Just Read,

659 Florida! Ofice cannot reach agreenent on the contents of the

660| plan, the school district may appeal to the State Board of

661| Educati on.

662 (10) {99 TOTAL ALLOCATI ON OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH DI STRI CT

663| FOR CURRENT OPERATION. --The total annual state allocation to

664| each district for current operation for the FEFP shall be
Page 24 of 32

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1737-00



F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1737 2005

665| distributed periodically in the manner prescribed in the CGeneral
666| Appropriations Act.

667 (a) The basic anpbunt for current operation for the FEFP as
668| determined in subsection (1), nultiplied by the district cost
669| differential factor as determned in subsection (2), plus the
670 anounts provided for categorical conponents within the FEFP,

671| plus the amount for the sparsity supplenent as determined in
672| subsection (6), the decline in full-tinme equival ent students as
673| determned in subsection (7), and the quality assurance

674| guarantee as determ ned in subsection (8), and the research-

675| based reading instruction allocation as determ ned in subsection

676 (9), less the required local effort as determ ned in subsection
677! (4). If the funds appropriated for the purpose of funding the
678| total anount for current operation as provided in this paragraph
679| are not sufficient to pay the state requirenent in full, the
680| department shall prorate the avail able state funds to each

681| district in the follow ng manner

682 1. Determne the percentage of proration by dividing the
683| sumof the total amount for current operation, as provided in
684| this paragraph for all districts collectively, and the total

685| district required local effort into the sumof the state funds
686| available for current operation and the total district required
687| local effort.

688 2. Miltiply the percentage so determ ned by the sum of the
689| total amount for current operation as provided in this paragraph
690| and the required local effort for each individual district.

691 3. Fromthe product of such nultiplication, subtract the

692| required local effort of each district; and the remai nder shal
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693| be the amobunt of state funds allocated to the district for

694| current operation.

695 (b) The anopunt thus obtained shall be the net annual

696| allocation to each school district. However, if it is determ ned
697| that any school district received an underallocation or

698| overallocation for any prior year because of an arithnetical

699| error, assessnent roll change, full-tinme equival ent student

700 nenbership error, or any allocation error revealed in an audit
701| report, the allocation to that district shall be appropriately
702| adjusted. Beginning with audits for the 2001- 2002 fiscal year,
703| if the adjustnment is the result of an audit finding in which
704| group 2 FTE are reclassified to the basic programand the

705| district weighted FTE are over the weighted enrollnment ceiling
706| for group 2 prograns, the adjustnent shall not result in a gain
707| of state funds to the district. If the Departnent of Education
708| audit adjustnent reconmendation is based upon controverted

709| findings of fact, the Comm ssioner of Education is authorized to
710| establish the amount of the adjustnment based on the best

711| interests of the state.

712 (c) The anmount thus obtained shall represent the net

713| annual state allocation to each district; however,

714| notw thstandi ng any of the provisions herein, each district

715| shall be guaranteed a mi ninmum |l evel of funding in the anount and

716| manner prescribed in the General Appropriations Act.

717 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 1011.71, Florida
718| Statutes, is anended to read:
719 1011.71 District school tax.--
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720 (1) If the district school tax is not provided in the

721| General Appropriations Act or the substantive bill inplenmenting
722| the General Appropriations Act, each district school board

723| desiring to participate in the state allocation of funds for
724| current operation as prescribed by s. 1011.62(10)¢9) shall [|evy
725| on the taxable value for school purposes of the district,

726| exclusive of mllage voted under the provisions of s. 9(b) or s.
727! 12, Art. VIl of the State Constitution, a mllage rate not to
728| exceed the anount certified by the comm ssioner as the m ni num
729| mllage rate necessary to provide the district required |oca
730| effort for the current year, pursuant to s. 1011.62(4)(a)l. In
731| addition to the required local effort mllage | evy, each

732| district school board nmay | evy a nonvoted current operating

733| discretionary mllage. The Legislature shall prescribe annually
734| in the appropriations act the maxi num anount of mllage a

735| district may levy. The nmillage rate prescribed shall exceed zero
736 mlls but shall not exceed the lesser of 1.6 mlls or 25 percent
737| of the mllage which is required pursuant to s. 1011.62(4),

738| exclusive of mllage |levied pursuant to subsection (2).

739 Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
740| 1012.34, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

741 1012. 34 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

742 (3) The assessnent procedure for instructional personnel

743| and school adm nistrators nust be primarily based on the

744 performance of students assigned to their classroons or schools,

745| as appropriate. Pursuant to this section, a school district's

746| performance assessnent is not limted to basing unsatisfactory

747| performance of instructional personnel and school admnistrators
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748| upon student performance, but may include other criteria

749| approved to assess instructional personnel and school

750| admnistrators' performance, or any conbination of student

751| performance and ot her approved criteria. The procedures nust

752| conmply with, but are not limted to, the follow ng requirenents:
753 (a) An assessnent nust be conducted for each enpl oyee at
754| |east once a year. The assessnent nust be based upon sound

755| educational principles and contenporary research in effective
756| educational practices. The assessnment nust primarily use data
757| and indicators of inprovenent in student performnce assessed
758| annually as specified in s. 1008.22 and nay consider results of
759| peer reviews in evaluating the enployee's performance. Student
760| performance nust be neasured by state assessnents required under
761| s. 1008.22 and by |l ocal assessnents for subjects and grade

762| |evels not measured by the state assessnent program The

763| assessnent criteria nust include, but are not Iimted to,

764| indicators that relate to the foll ow ng:

765 1. Performance of students.
766 2. Ability to nmaintain appropriate discipline.
767 3. Know edge of subject matter. The district school board

768| shall make special provisions for evaluating teachers who are
769| assigned to teach out-of-field.

770 4. Ability to plan and deliver instruction—-heludi-ng
2710 i : : .

772| s—31003-415—when—-apptecable- and the use of technology in the

773| classroom

774 5. Ability to evaluate instructional needs.
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775 6. Ability to establish and nmaintain a positive

776| collaborative relationship with students' famlies to increase
777| student achi evenent.

778 7. O her professional conpetencies, responsibilities, and
779| requirements as established by rules of the State Board of

780| Education and policies of the district school board.

781 Section 13. Section 1012.986, Florida Statutes, is created
782| to read:

783 1012.986 A+ Prof essi onal Devel opnent Program for School
784| Leaders.--

785 (1) ESTABLI SHVENT. --There is established the A+

786| Professional Devel opnent Programfor School Leaders, a high-

787| quality, conpetency-based, custom zed, conprehensive, and

788| coordi nated statew de professional devel opnent programthat is

789| aligned with the | eadership standards for school | eaders adopted
790 by the State Board of Education pursuant to s. 1012.987. The

791| programshall be adm nistered by the Departnent of Education and

792| shall provide | eadership training opportunities for school

793 |l eaders to enable themto be nore effective instructional

794| | eaders, especially in the area of reading. The program shal

795| provide school |eaders with the opportunity to attain a school

796| | eadership designation pursuant to subsection (3).
797 (2) DEFINITION.--As used in this section, the term"school
798| | eader" neans a school principal or assistant principal holding

799| a valid Florida certificate in educational |eadershinp.
800 (3) DESI GNATI ONS. -- The Departnment of Education shal

801| develop criteria for high perfornmance designations for school

802| |eaders. The designations shall include A+ Energi ng School
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803| Leaders, A+ High Perform ng School Leaders, and A+ Sterling
804| School Leaders.
805 (a) An A+ Energing School Leader is a principal or

806| assistant principal who neets the State Board of Education's

807| | eadership standards and designation criteria adopted pursuant
808| to s. 1012.987 and | eads a school that has nmade sustai ned

809| inprovenent by at |least one |letter grade within a 3-year period

810| or has mmintained a school grade of "C' or higher for 3

811| consecutive years as determ ned by the school grading system
812| pursuant to s. 1008. 34.

813 (b) An A+ High Perform ng School Leader is a principal or

814| assistant principal who neets the State Board of Education's

815| | eadership standards and designation criteria adopted pursuant

816| to s. 1012.987 and | eads a school that has nade sustai ned

817| inprovenent by at least two letter grades within a 3-year period

818| or has nmmintained a school grade of "B" or higher for 3

819| consecutive years as determ ned by the school grading system
820| pursuant to s. 1008. 34.
821 (c) An A+ Sterling School Leader is a principal who neets

822| the State Board of Education's | eadershi p standards and

823| designation criteria adopted pursuant to s. 1012.987 and | eads a

824| school that has nade sustained i nprovenent by at |east three

825| letter grades within a 3-year period or has nmaintai ned a school

826| grade of "A" for 3 consecutive years as determ ned by the schoo

827| grading system pursuant to s. 1008. 34.
828

829| For purposes of this subsection only, school grades for mddle

830| schools shall be calculated to provide double weight to | earning
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gains in reading and double weight to learning gains in

mat hemati cs, and school grades for high schools shall be

calculated to provide triple weight to | earning gains in readi ng

and triple weight to learning gains in nathemati cs.
(4) PROGRAM REQUI RENMENTS. - -

(a) The program shall be based upon the | eadership

standards adopted by the State Board of Education, the standards

of the National Staff Devel opnent Council, and the federal

requi renents for high-quality professional devel opnent under the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

(b) The program shall provide a conpetency-based approach

that utilizes prediagnostic and postdi agnosti c eval uati ons t hat

shall be used to create an individualized professional

devel opnent pl an approved by the district school superintendent.

The plan shall be structured to support the school |eader's

attai nment of the | eadership standards adopted by the State

Board of Educati on.

(c) The program shall incorporate instructional |eadership

training and effective business practices for efficient schoo

operations in school |eadership training.
(5) DELIVERY SYSTEM - - The Departnent of Educati on shal

deliver the programthrough multiple delivery systens,

i ncl udi ng:

(a) Approved school district training prograns.

(b) Interactive technol ogy-based instruction.

(c) State, regional, or |ocal |eadership academ es.
(6) RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent the
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859| provisions of this section.
860 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a
861| |aw.
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