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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1741 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative(s) Gannon offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)
Renove everything after the resolving clause and insert:
That the amendnents to Sections 3, 5, and 7 of Article Xl
of the State Constitution set forth bel ow are agreed to and
shall be submtted to the electors of Florida for approval or
rejection at the general election to be held in Novenber 2006:
ARTI CLE Xl
AVENDMENTS
SECTION 3. Initiative.--
(a) The power to propose the revision or anendnment of any

portion or portions of this constitution or to propose

| egislation by initiative is reserved to the people, provided

that, any such revision or anendnent or | egislation, except for
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1741 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
those limting the power of government to raise revenue, shal
enbrace but one subject and matter directly connected therewth.

Any revision or amendnent to this constitution proposed by

initiative shall

(1) Anend or repeal an existing section of this

constitution on the sanme subject and natter;

(2) Address a basic or fundanental right of a citizen of

this state; or

(3) Change the basic structure of state governnment as
established in Article Il, Article Ill, Article IV, or Article V

of this constitution, except that no revision or anendnment shal

deprive the branches of governnent of any existing powers

granted in these articles.

(b) The power to propose an anendnent or revision to this

constitution by initiative - may be invoked by filing with the

custodi an of state records a petition containing a copy of the
proposed revision or anendnent, signed by a nunber of electors
in each of one half of the congressional districts of the state,
and of the state as a whole, equal to eight percent of the votes
cast in each of such districts respectively and in the state as
a whole in the | ast preceding election in which presidenti al
el ectors were chosen

(c) The power to propose |legislation by initiative may be

i nvoked by filing with the custodian of state records a petition

contai ning a copy of the proposed |egislation, signhed by a

nunber of electors in each of one half of the congressi onal

districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to
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Bill No. HIR 1741 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

four percent of the votes cast in each of such districts

respectively and in the state as a whole in the | ast preceding

el ection in which presidential electors were chosen. The vote

requi red for passage of |egislation proposed by initiative is a

sinple majority of the votes cast on the initiative.

(d) Once ten percent of the nunber of signatures required

to place an anmendnment or revision to this constitution on the

bal | ot have been verified, the Attorney General shall, in

conjunction with the request for review of the validity of the

bal | ot | anguage and conpliance with single subject requirenents

and as directed by general |aw, request the opinion of the

justices of the suprene court as to whether the proposed

anendnent or revision contains subject matter that is

perm ssi ble for such an anendnent or revision. The justices

shall, subject to their rules of procedure, pernt interested

persons to be heard on the questions presented and shall render

their witten opinion expeditiously.

SECTION 5. Amendnent or revision or proposed | egislation

el ection. --
(a) A proposed anendnment to or revision of this

constitution, or any part of it, or any |egislation proposed by

initiative shall be submtted to the electors at the next

general election held nore than ninety days after the joint
resolution or report of revision comm ssion, constitutional
convention or taxation and budget reform comm ssion proposing it
is filed with the custodian of state records, unless, pursuant

to law enacted by the affirmati ve vote of three-fourths of the
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menber shi p of each house of the legislature and limted to a
si ngl e anmendnent or revision, it is submtted at an earlier
special election held nore than ninety days after such filing.
(b) A proposed anendnent or revision of this constitution,

or any part of it, or proposed legislation by initiative shal

be submtted to the electors at the general election provided
the initiative petition is filed with the custodian of state
records no | ater than February 1 of the year in which the
general election is held.

(c) The legislature shall provide by general law prior to
t he hol ding of an el ection pursuant to this section, for the
provision of a statenent to the public regarding the probable
financi al inpact of any anmendment or |egislation proposed by

initiative pursuant to section 3.
(d) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week
i mredi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,

t he proposed anendnent or revision or the proposed | egislation,

with notice of the date of election at which it will be
submtted to the electors, shall be published in one newspaper
of general circulation in each county in which a newspaper is
publ i shed.

(e) Unless otherwi se specifically provided for el sewhere

in this constitution, if the proposed anmendnent or revision is

approved by vote of at |least sixty percent of the electors

voting on the neasure, it shall be effective as an anendnent to

or revision of the constitution of the state on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January follow ng the
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97| election, or on such other date as nay be specified in the
98| anendnment or revision.

99 (f) For the first three years followi ng the effective date

100| of legislation approved by the voters under this section,

101| legislation passed by initiative may be anended or repeal ed by

102 two-thirds vote of the nenbership of each house of the

103| legislature.

104 SECTION 7. Tax, e+ fee, or significant fiscal inpact
105( limtation.--Notwithstanding Article X, Section 12(d) of this
106| constitution:

107 (a) Any anendnent or revision to this constitution that

108| inposes or authorizes the inposition of a—ne new State tax or

109| fee or increases or authorizes an increase in an existing tax or

110| fee shall becone effective only if beinposedon-or—after
111 | v . . .

112| the proposed anendnment or revision is approved by not fewer than

113| two-thirds of the voters voting in the election in which such
114| proposed anendnent or revision is considered. This subsection

115| shall apply to the inposition or authorization of an existing

116 tax or fee that is not currently being collected, to an increase

117| in the rate of an existing tax or fee, and to the nodification

118 of an exenption, exclusion, deduction, credit, or other

119 nmechanismwhich currently elinmnates or reduces the liability of

120| a person or entity for an existing tax or fee. For purposes of
121 this section, the phrase "new State tax or fee" neans shal—nean

122| any tax or fee which would produce revenue subject to |lunmp sum

123| or other appropriation by the Legislature, either for the State
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general revenue fund or any trust fund, which tax or fee is not
in effect on Novenber 7, 1994, including without Iimtation such
taxes and fees as are the subject of proposed constitutional
anmendnent s appearing on the ballot on Novenber 8, 1994. The
phrase "new tax or fee" also neans any tax or fee which wuld

produce revenue for a county, school district, nunicipality, or

special district. Fhis—seectionshall—applytoproposed

rd Any
such proposed anendnent or revision which fails to gain the two-

thirds vote required hereby shall be null, void, and w thout
effect.
(b) Any anendnent or revision to this constitution that

i nposes a significant fiscal inpact on the state, counties,

school districts, nmunicipalities, or special districts shal

becone effective only if the proposed anmendnent or revision is

approved by not fewer than two-thirds of the voters voting in

the el ection in which such proposed anendnent or revision is

consi dered. For purposes of this section, the phrase

"significant fiscal inpact” neans having a coll ective annua

fiscal inpact in an anpunt greater than one-tenth of one percent

of the total state budget for the state fiscal year ending in

the year prior to the election in which such proposed anendnent

or revision is considered. The dollar anount for the

determ nation of a significant fiscal inpact shall be certified

pursuant to the process established in general |aw. Any such

proposed anendnent or revision which fails to gain the two-
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thirds vote required hereby shall be null, void, and w t hout

effect.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the title and substance of the
anendnent proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as follows:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL REVI SI ONS, ANMENDVENTS,

OR LEQ SLATI ON PROPCSED BY | NI Tl ATI VE

Proposes an anendnent to Section 3 of Article Xl of the
State Constitution to provide that a constitutional revision or
anendnent proposed by initiative nust anmend or repeal an
exi sting section of the State Constitution on the sanme subject
and matter; nust address a basic or fundanental right of a
citizen of this state; or nmust change the basic structure of
state governnent as established in Article Il, Article II1,
Article 1V, or Article V of the State Constitution, except that
no revision or anendnent may deprive the branches of governnent
of any existing powers granted in these articles; to provide the
peopl e the power to propose legislation by initiative; to
require the signatures of four percent of the nunber of electors
in each of one-half of the congressional districts of the state
for placenent of proposed legislation on the ballot; to require
a sinple mpjority of the votes cast on legislation; to require
the Attorney CGeneral to request the opinion of the Supreme Court
on whet her a proposed anendnent or revision to the constitution
contai ns perm ssible subject matter. Proposes an anmendnent to
Section 5 of Article XI of the State Constitution to require
t hat any proposed anmendnent to or revision of the State

Constitution, whether proposed by the Legislature, by
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initiative, or by any other nethod, nust be approved by at |east
60 percent of the voters of the state voting on the measure,
rather than by a sinple mgjority; to provide proposal and
passage procedure requirenents of |egislation proposed by
initiative to be simlar to procedure requirenents of proposed
anmendnents or revisions to the constitution; to require at |east
a two-thirds vote of each house of the Legislature to anmend or
repeal |egislation passed by initiative. Proposes an anmendnent
to Section 7 of Article XI of the State Constitution to require
approval by at least two-thirds of the voters of any proposed
anmendnent or revision to the State Constitution inposing or
aut hori zing inposition of any new tax or fee, increasing or
aut horizing an increase in any existing tax or fee, or inposing
a significant fiscal inpact on the state, counties, school
districts, municipalities, or special districts; to delete a
provision limting application of such voting requirenent to
only state taxes or fees; to expand the definition of the term
"new tax or fee" to include revenue-produci ng exactions for
counties, municipalities, school districts, and speci al
districts; and to define the term"significant fiscal inpact" to
mean having a collective annual fiscal inpact in an anount
greater than one-tenth of one percent of the total state budget
for the state fiscal year ending in the year prior to the
general election in which such proposed anendnent or revision is

consi der ed.
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205 ================= T | TLE A MENDMEN T =================
206 Renove the entire title and insert:
207 House Joi nt Resol ution
208 A joint resolution proposing anendnents to Sections 3, 5,
209 and 7 of Article XI of the State Constitution to provide
210 t he perm ssible subject matter of revisions or anendnents
211 to the State Constitution proposed by initiative; to
212 provi de the power to propose legislation by initiative and
213 requirenments to propose legislation by initiative; to
214 requi re that any proposed anendnent to or revision of the
215 State Constitution be approved by at | east 60 percent of
216 the electors voting on the neasure; to require approval by
217 at least two-thirds of the voters of any proposed
218 anmendnent or revision to the State Constitution inposing
219 or authorizing inposition of any new tax or fee,
220 i ncreasing or authorizing an increase in any existing tax
221 or fee, or inposing a significant fiscal inpact on the
222 state, counties, school districts, nunicipalities, or
223 special districts, and to delete a provision limting such
224 voting requirenment to only new state taxes or fees.
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