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(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HIR 1741 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Simons offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)
Renmove everything after the resolving clause and insert:
That the amendnent to Section 7 of Article Xl and the
creation of Section 26 of Article XIl of the State Constitution
set forth belowis agreed to and shall be submtted to the
el ectors of Florida for approval or rejection at the next
general election or at an earlier special election specifically
aut hori zed by law for that purpose:
ARTI CLE XI
AVENDMENTS
SECTION 7. Tax, e+ fee, or significant fiscal inpact
[imtation.--Notwithstanding Article X, Section 12(d) of this

constitution:
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(a) Any anendnent or revision to this constitution that

i nposes or authorizes the inposition of a—ne new State tax or

fee or increases or authorizes an increase in an existing tax or

fee shall becone effective only if beinposedonor—after

t he proposed anendnent or revision is approved by not fewer than

two-thirds of the voters voting in the election in which such

proposed anmendnent or revision is considered. This subsection

shall apply to the inposition or authorization of an existing

tax or fee that is not currently being collected, to an increase

inthe rate of an existing tax or fee, and to the nodification

of an exenption, exclusion, deduction, credit, or other

nechani smwhich currently elinmnates or reduces the liability of

a person or entity for an existing tax or fee. For purposes of
this section, the phrase "new State tax or fee" neans shalH—nean

any tax or fee which would produce revenue subject to |unp sum

or other appropriation by the Legislature, either for the State
general revenue fund or any trust fund, which tax or fee is not
in effect on Novenber 7, 1994, including without Iimtation such
taxes and fees as are the subject of proposed constitutional
amendnents appearing on the ballot on Novenber 8, 1994. The
phrase "new tax or fee" also neans any tax or fee which would

produce revenue for a county, school district, nmunicipality, or

special district. Fhis—section-shall—applytoproposed

rd Any
such proposed anendnent or revision which fails to gain the two-
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thirds vote required hereby shall be null, void, and w thout
ef fect.

(b) Any anendnent or revision to this constitution that

i nposes a significant fiscal inpact on the state, counties,

school districts, nunicipalities, or special districts in the

aggregate shall becone effective only if the proposed anendnent

or revision is approved by not fewer than two-thirds of the

voters voting in the election in which such proposed anendnent

or revision is considered. For purposes of this section, the

phrase "significant fiscal inpact" neans the proposed anendnent

or revision has an annual fiscal inpact in any state fiscal year

prior to and including the first state fiscal year of ful

i npl enentation in an anount greater than one-tenth of one

percent of the total state budget for the state fiscal year

ending in the year prior to the election in which such proposed

anendnent or revision is considered. The dollar anount for the

determ nation of a significant fiscal inpact shall be certified

pursuant to the process established in general |law. Any such

proposed anendnent or revision which fails to gain the two-

thirds vote required hereby shall be null, void, and w thout
ef fect.
ARTI CLE XI |
SCHEDULE

SECTION 26. Two-thirds vote for constituti onal anmendnents

i ncreasing or inposing taxes, fees, or significant fiscal

i npact. -- The anendnent to Section 7 of Article XlI, to require

approval by at |east two-thirds of the voters of any proposed
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anendnent or revision to the State Constitution inposing or

aut hori zing inposition of any new tax or fee, increasing or

authori zing an increase in any existing tax or fee, or inposing

a significant fiscal inpact on the state, counties, school

districts, nunicipalities, or special districts, shall take

ef fect upon approval by the el ectors.

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the title and substance of the
anmendnment proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as follows:
TWO THI RDS VOTE FOR CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENTS | NCREASI NG
OR | MPCSI NG TAXES, FEES, OR A SI GNI FI CANT FI SCAL | MPACT

Proposes an anmendnment to Section 7 of Article Xl of the

State Constitution to require approval by at |east two-thirds of
the voters of the state voting in an el ection on any proposed
anmendnent or revision to the State Constitution inposing or

aut hori zing inposition of any new tax or fee, increasing or
authorizing an increase in any existing tax or fee, or inposing
a significant fiscal inpact on the state, counties, school
districts, nunicipalities, or special districts, such proposal
to anmend and expand the existing two-thirds vote requirenent
adopted by Florida voters in 1996 but currently applying only to
proposed anmendnents that inpose a new state tax or fee, al

ot her proposed anendnents or revisions currently requiring
approval by only a sinple magjority of those voting on the
anmendnent or revision; to delete a provision linmting
application of such voting requirenent to only state taxes or
fees; to extend the existing two-thirds vote requirement to

taxes and fees producing revenue for counties, nunicipalities,
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school districts, and special districts rather than only the
state; to expand the definition of the term"new tax or fee" to
i ncl ude revenue-produci ng exactions for counties,
muni ci palities, school districts, and special districts; to
define the term"significant fiscal inpact” to mean having a
col l ective annual fiscal inpact on the state, counties,
muni ci palities, and special districts in any state fiscal year
prior to and including the first state fiscal year of ful
i npl enentation of the proposed anendnent or revision in an
anount greater than one-tenth of one percent of the total state
budget for the state fiscal year ending in the year prior to the
general election in which such proposed anendnent or revision is
consi dered; and to schedule the two-thirds vote requirenent

provision to take effect upon approval by the electors

s================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================

Renpbve the entire title and insert:
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to Section 7 of
Article XI of the State Constitution to require approval
by at least two-thirds of the voters of any proposed
amendnent or revision to the State Constitution inposing
or authorizing inposition of any new tax or fee,
i ncreasing or authorizing an increase in any existing tax
or fee, or inposing a significant fiscal inmpact on the

state, counties, school districts, nunicipalities, or
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special districts and to delete a provision limting such
voting requirenent to only new state taxes or fees, and
the creation of Section 26 of Article XII of the State
Constitution to schedule the anendnent to Section 7 of
Article XI of the State Constitution to take effect upon

approval by the el ectors.
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