Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 1778

By the Comrittee on Transportation

596- 1055A- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Departnent of

3 Transportation; amending s. 20.23, F.S.

4 requiring the Florida Transportati on Comni ssion

5 to exam ne the departnent's district boundaries

6 as they relate to the strategi c planning

7 regions established in the state's strategic

8 pl an for econom ¢ devel opnent; requiring an

9 annual report to the Governor and the

10 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date

11

12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
15| 20.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

16 20.23 Departnment of Transportation.--There is created
17| a Departnment of Transportation which shall be a decentralized
18| agency.

19 (2)
20 (b) The conmi ssion shall have the primary functions
21| to:
22 1. Recommend nmmjor transportation policies for the
23| CGovernor's approval, and assure that approved policies and any
24| revisions thereto are properly executed.
25 2. Periodically review the status of the state
26| transportation systemincluding highway, transit, rail,
27| seaport, internodal devel opnent, and avi ati on conponents of
28| the system and recommend i nprovenents therein to the Governor
29| and the Legi sl ature.
30 3. Performan in-depth evaluation of the annua
31| departnment budget request, the Florida Transportation Plan,
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and the tentative work program for conpliance with al
applicable | aws and established departnmental policies. Except
as specifically provided in s. 339.135(4)(c)2., (d), and (f),
the comr ssion may not consider individual construction
projects, but shall consider nmethods of acconplishing the
goal s of the department in the nost effective, efficient, and
busi nessl i ke manner

4. Mbnitor the financial status of the department on a
regul ar basis to assure that the departnment is managi ng
revenue and bond proceeds responsibly and in accordance with
| aw and established policy.

5. Monitor on at least a quarterly basis, the
ef ficiency, productivity, and nanagenment of the departnent,
usi ng performance and producti on standards devel oped by the
commi ssi on pursuant to s. 334.045.

6. Performan in-depth evaluation of the factors
causi ng disruption of project schedules in the adopted work
program and recommend to the Legislature and the Governor
nmet hods to elimnate or reduce the disruptive effects of these
factors.

7. Recommend to the Governor and the Legislature
i mprovenents to the departnment's organization in order to
stream i ne and optim ze the efficiency of the departnment. In
reviewi ng the departnment's organi zation, the comr ssion shal
deternmine if the current district organizational structure is
responsive to Florida's changi ng econom ¢ and denographic

devel opnent patterns. The conm ssion shall specifically

exani ne district boundaries relative to the strategi c planni ng

regions established in Florida's strategic plan for econonic

devel opnent devel oped under s. 288.905. The initial report by

t he comm ssion nust be delivered to the Governor and
2
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1| Legislature by Decenmber 15, 2005 2868, and each year

2| thereafter, as appropriate. The comr ssion may retain such

3| experts as are reasonably necessary to effectuate this

4| subparagraph, and the departnent shall pay the expenses of

5| such experts.

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005

7
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9 SENATE SUMVARY

10 Requires that the Florida Transportati on Comi ssion
exam ne the district boundaries of the Departnment of

11 Transportation relative to the statew de planning regions

12 and report to the Governor and the Legislature.
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