Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 1840

By Senator Constantine

22-166B- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the transportation

3 di sadvant aged; anending s. 427.012, F.S.

4 revising the conposition of the board of the

5 Conmmi ssion for the Transportation

6 Di sadvant aged; providing for 15 board nenbers

7 wi th nine nmenbers appointed by the Governor;

8 providing for a nmenber to be appointed to a

9 termof 4 years and liniting the nenber to two
10 ternms; providing criteria for menbership on the
11 conmi ssion relating to contracts and benefits;
12 providing for filling a vacancy; prohibiting a
13 menber from serving nore than 2 years as

14 chai rperson of the comm ssion; requiring each
15 menber to represent the needs of the

16 transportation di sadvantaged throughout the

17 state and not subordinate the needs of the

18 transportation di sadvantaged in general to

19 favor the needs of others residing in a
20 specific location in the state; authorizing the
21 conmmi ssion to appoint technical advisory
22 committees; providing for the nenbership and
23 duties of the technical advisory comittees;
24 provi ding an effective date.
25
26| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Section 427.012, Florida Statutes, is
29| anended to read:
30 427.012 The Commi ssion for the Transportation
31| Di sadvantaged.--There is created the Conm ssion for the
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Transportation Di sadvantaged in the Departnent of
Transportation.

(1) The conmm ssion shall consist of 15 thefellowng

menbers:

(a) The Secretary of theDBepartrent—of Transportation

or the secretary's designee.

(b) The Secretary of theDBepartrent—eof Chil dren and

Fam |y Services or the secretary's designee.

(c)€H The Secretary of thebPepartrenrt—oef Elderly

Affairs or the secretary's designee.
(d) g The Secretary direetoer of the-Agenrey—Ffor Health
Care Adnministration or the secretary's direeter—s desi gnee.
(e)th A representative of the Florida Association of
Coordi nated Transportati on fer—Cermunity—Aetion, who shal
serve at the pleasure of that association.

(f)6 A representative of the Florida Public Transit

Associ ation, who shall serve at the pleasure of that
associ ati on.
(a) > A person over the age of 60 who uses
paratransit services. This is—a—+werber—of—arecoghized
statew-de—ergantzaton—+representing—eldertyHoridians—Sueh
person shall be appointed by the Governor to represent elderly
Fl ori di ans anrd—shal—be—appeintedto—serve—atermoef—4—years.
(hYHa A handi capped person who uses paratransit

services. This is—arerber—ofa recognizedstatewide
2
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ergantzatien—+representi-ng—handicapped—Horidians—Sueh person

shall be appointed by the Governor to represent handi capped

Fl ori di ans anrd—shal—be—appeintedto—serve—atermoef—4—years.

(i) Seven nenbers appointed by the Governor. The

Governor_shall appoint one nenber from each of the seven

districts of the Departnent of Transportation. EFach nenber is

subject to confirmation by the Senate. The appoi nted nenber

nust be a local elected official

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

TR . I .
appoeinted—bythe Covernor—for—atermof4—years—one

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 1840
22-166B- 05

(2) Menbers appointed to the comm ssion shall be

appointed to terns of 4 yvears each and a nenber may not serve

more than two full terns. A nenber nust be a citizen of the

state and a registered voter. A nenber, other than a | oca

elected official, may not be an enployee or agent of a

communi ty transportation coordinator, a contractor or

subcontractor of a conmmunity transportation coordinator, or _a

direct or indirect subcontractor to a contractor enployed by a

comuni ty transportation coordi nhator

(3) A nenber, other than a local elected official, may

not have any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract,

franchise, privilege, or other benefit granted or awarded by

the conmm ssion, the Agency for Health Care Administration, or

the Departnent of Children and Family Services during the term

of his or her appointnment and for 2 vears after the

term nation of the appointnent. Each appoi nted nenber nust

undergo a background screening in _accordance with the |level 2

standards for screening set forth in chapter 435.

(4) Vacancies in the nenbership of the conmmi ssion

shall be filled in the sane nanner _as the origi na

appoi ntnent. However, if a vacancy remains unfilled for nore

than 45 days, the Governor may fill the vacant position
4
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(5) €2 The chairperson and vice chairperson of the
conmmi ssion shall be elected annually fromthe nmenbership of

the conmm ssion. A nenber nmay not serve nore than 2 years as

chai rperson of the conm ssion.

(6) €3> Menbers of the conm ssion shall serve without

conpensation but shall be allowed per diemand trave
expenses, as provided in s. 112.061

()4 The commi ssion shall neet at |east quarterly,
or nore frequently at the call of the chairperson. Nine
menbers of the conm ssion constitute a quorum and a majority
vote of the menmbers present is necessary for any action taken
by the conmi ssion.

(8)€5> The Governor nmay renpve any nenber of the
conmi ssion for cause.

(9)€6> The comm ssion shall appoint an executive
di rector who shall serve under the direction, supervision, and
control of the comm ssion. The executive director, with the
consent of the comm ssion, shall enploy such personnel as may
be necessary to perform adequately the functions of the
commi ssion within budgetary linmtations. Al enployees of the
conmmi ssion are exenpt fromthe Career Service System

(10) Each nenber of the conmm ssion nust represent the

needs of the transportation di sadvantaged throughout the

state. A nenber may not subordi nate the needs of the

transportation di sadvantaged in general to favor the needs of

others residing in a specific location in the state.

(A1) A The commission is assigned to the office of

the secretary of the Departnent of Transportation for
admi nistrative and fiscal accountability purposes, but it
shall otherw se function independently of the control
supervi sion, and direction of the departnment.
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(12) 8> The conmi ssion shall devel op a budget under
pursdant—te chapter 216. The budget is not subject to change
by the departnent staff after it has been approved by the
commi ssion, but it shall be transnmitted to the Governor, as
head of the departnment, along with the budget of the
depart ment.

(13) The conmi ssion nmay appoint technical advisory

committees to advise the conmm ssion on issues of inportance to

the state and to regions of the state. A technical advisory

committee shall provide information, advice, and direction to

the conmm ssion on the coordination of services for the

transportati on di sadvantaged. The conmi ssion may establish the

size, conposition, and focus of each conmm ttee created, which

shall include, but not be limted to, a conmittee on private

provider transportation operators. A nenber appointed to a

techni cal advisory conmmittee shall serve w thout conpensation

and is not entitled to per diemor travel expenses.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses the conposition of the board of the Comm ssion
for the Transportati on Di sadvantaged. Provides
[imtations on years of service. Provides criteria for
menbership on the commi ssion relating to contracts and
benefits. Provides for the filling of a vacancy. Requires
each nmenber to represent the needs of the transportation
di sadvant aged t hroughout the state and not subordinate
the needs of the transportation disadvantaged in genera
to favor the needs of others residing in a specific

| ocation in the state. Authorizes the conm ssion to
appoi nt technical advisory committees. Provides for
menbership and duties of the technical advisory
conmittees.
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