Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 1874

By Senator Al exander

17-1440- 05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to farm workers; anmending s.

3 316.003, F.S.; changing the term"nmigrant farm
4 worker" to "farmworker"; nodifying the

5 definition accordingly; deleting the definition
6 of "m grant farm worker carrier"; defining the
7 term"farm | abor vehicle" as any vehicle

8 desi gned, used, or mmintained for the

9 transportation of nine or nore farmworkers to
10 or froma place of enploynment or

11 enpl oynent -rel ated activities; anending s.

12 316.614, F.S.; providing that on or after

13 January 1, 2006, the term "nmotor vehicle" also
14 means any farm | abor vehicle for purposes of

15 the Florida Safety Belt Law, repealing s.

16 316.620, F.S., relating to rules for the safe
17 transportation of nmigrant farm workers;

18 creating s. 316.622, F.S.; requiring that farm
19 | abor vehicles operating on public state
20 hi ghways conformto applicable vehicle federa
21 and state safety standards; providing that only
22 an aut horized | abor contractor may operate a
23 farm | abor vehicle; requiring that such
24 contractor display an inspection sticker
25 providing that a violation constitutes a
26 noncrimnal traffic infraction, punishable as a
27 nonmovi ng viol ation; anmending s. 450.33, F.S.
28 conform ng a cross-reference; requiring that
29 t he Departnent of Business and Professiona
30 Regul ati on develop by rule a display sticker
31 for vehicles used to transport farm workers;
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requiring that such sticker indicate that the
vehicle is authorized for use in transporting
farm workers and include an expiration date of

the authorization; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (61) and (62) of section
316.003, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

316.003 Definitions.--The followi ng words and phrases,
when used in this chapter, shall have the neanings
respectively ascribed to themin this section, except where
the context otherw se requires:

(61) M-ESRANF FARM WORKER. - - Any person enpl oyed in the
pl anting, cultivation, or harvesting of agricultural crops whe
.5 16t i |d. ge HOHS Ee, © deli e. ed i 5 e 6€art—wWietr€—S6
erployed.

(62) FARM LABOR VEHICLE. - -

(a) A "farm|labor vehicle" is any vehicle designed,

used, or mmintained for the transportation of nine or nore

farmworkers, in addition to the driver, to or froma place of

enpl oynent _or _enploynent-related activities.

(b) "Farm |l abor vehicle" does not include:

1. Any vehicle carrying only nmenbers of the imediate

fam |y of the owner or driver thereof.

2.  Any vehicle while being operated by a commpn

carrier of passengers. M-GRANFFARM-AORKER-CARRHER—ARY
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1| transpertinghinmselHf—or—herself—orthe mgrantfarmworker—s
2| irrediatefamby—

3 Section 2. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of
4| section 316.614, Florida Statutes, to read:

5 316.614 Safety belt usage.--

6 (3) As used in this section

7 (d) On or after January 1, 2006, "nmotor vehicle" also
8| neans any farm | abor vehicle.

9 Section 3. Section 316.620, Florida Statutes, is

10| repeal ed.

11 Section 4. Section 316.622, Florida Statutes, is

12| created to read:

13 316.622 Farm | abor vehicles.--

14 (1) Each owner or operator of a farm|abor vehicle

15| that is operated on the public highways of this state shal

16| ensure that such vehicle conforms to vehicle safety standards
17| prescribed by the Secretary of Labor under s. 401(b) of the
18| Mgrant and Seasonal Agricultural Wrker Protection Act, 29
19| U.S.C 1841(b)., and other applicable federal and state safety
20| standards.

21 (2) A farmlabor contractor may not operate a farm
22| labor vehicle to transport farm workers unless authorized to
23| do so by the Departnent of Business and Prof essiona

24| Requl ation and unless the display sticker described in s.

25| 450.33 is clearly displayed on the vehicle.

26 (3) Aviolation of this section is a noncrimna

27| traffic infraction, punishable as a nonnoving violation as
28| provided in chapter 318.

29 Section 5. Subsection (9) of section 450.33, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended, and subsection (12) is added to that
31| section, to read
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1 450.33 Duties of farmlabor contractor.--Every farm

2| labor contractor nust:

3 (9) Produce evidence to the departnment that each

4| vehicle he or she uses for the transportation of enpl oyees

5| conplies with the requirenents and specifications established

6| in chapter 316, s. 316.622 s—316-6206, or Pub. L. No. 93-518

7| as anended by Pub. L. No. 97-470 neeting Departnent of

8| Transportation requirenments or, in lieu thereof, bears a valid

9| inspection sticker showi ng that the vehicle has passed the

10| inspection in the state in which the vehicle is registered.

11 (12) Cdearly display on each vehicle used to transport

12| farm workers a display sticker devel oped by the departnment by

13| rule. This display sticker shall indicate that the vehicle is

14| authorized by the department for use in transporting farm

15| workers and the expiration date of the authorization.

16 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005

17

18 R S I R R S I R I

19 SENATE SUMVARY

20 Deletes the term"m grant farmworker," replacing it with
the term"farm worker." Deletes the term"mgrant farm

21 wor ker carrier" and replaces it with the term"farm /| abor
vehicle."” Defines the term"farm | abor vehicle" as any

22 vehi cl e used, designed, or nmintained for the purpose of
carrying 9 or nore workers, not including the driver, to

23 or froma place of enploynent. Requires owners and
operators of farmlabor vehicles to conply with

24 applicable state and federal safety requirenents.
Requires that farm | abor contractors displaﬁ a sticker on

25 all' farm | abor vehicles stating that the vehicle is
aut hori zed by the Departnment of Business and Professiona

26 Regul ation to be used as a farm | abor vehicle.

27

28

29

30

31

4
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




