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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1935 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative(s) Brumrer offered the foll ow ng:

Amrendnent (with title amendnent)
Bet ween |lines 310 and 311, insert:
Section 1. Transfer of Court-Related Clerk of Crcuit

Court Functions Pilot Program --
(1) LEGQ SLATIVE | NTENT.--The Legislature finds that it is
i nperative to the well -being of the citizens of this state, and

consistent with the State Constitution, that trial courts

operate with efficiency and econony, but al so autonony, in the

pronpt and proper delivery of justice. The Legislature further

finds that to operate at the nost optimal |evel, conplete court

control over court-related functions is essential. Current

statutory authority, however, presents an inpedi nent to that

control in that many court-related functions are adm ni stered by

646219

4/ 27/ 2005 7:45:58 AM
Page 1 of 4




16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
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both the Cerk of the Court, as statutorily mandated, and the
court. Such duality of responsibility and control fosters

di scord within the court system confusion anong litigants where

functions are duplicated, and waste of valuable state and | ocal

resources. Thus, the Legislature finds, as a matter of public

policy, that consolidating resources within the judicial branch

of governnent, by transferring court-related functions perforned

by the Clerks of Court to the Courts, is consistent with the

obj ectives of Article V of the State Constitution, as well as of

judicial efficiency, econony, and autonony. It is the intent of

the Legislature to study the feasibility of consolidating court -

related functions currently performed by the 67 Cl erks of Court

and the 20 offices of Court Administration into a single

Adm nistrative Ofice of the Court that works for and reports to

the Chief Judge in each of the 20 judicial circuits. In

accordance with these findings, a pilot programshall be

established in the Ninth Judicial Crcuit transferring al

court-rel ated powers and duties fromthe Cerk of the Grcuit
Court to the Chief Judge for that circuit.

(2) ADM NI STRATI ON. - -

(a) A pilot program conmencing on January 1, 2006, and
conti nui ng through Decenber 31, 2008, is established in the
Ninth Judicial Crcuit, whereby the Chief Judge for the N nth

Judicial Crcuit shall assune all powers, duties, and

responsibilities relating to the courts within that circuit and

currently overseen by the Clerk of the Circuit Court for O ange
County and the Clerk of the Crcuit Court for Osceola County.
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The powers, duties, and responsibilities transferred to the

Chi ef Judge include, but are not limted to, enploynent and

supervi si on of personnel whose principal activities are to serve

the courts in connection with judicial actions and proceedi ngs.

Nothing in this section shall affect the clerks'

responsibilities relating to their roles as ex officio clerk of

t he board of county conmm ssioners, auditor, recorder, and

custodi an of county funds not associated with court-rel ated

functi ons.
(b) The Chief Judge for the Ninth Judicial Circuit nay

designate any of the Clerk of Circuit Courts' court-rel ated

duties, statutory or otherwise, to be perforned by the Court

Adm nistrator and Court Admi nistration staff.
(c) The Chief Judge for the Ninth Judicial Crcuit shal
coll ect and be responsible for all noneys collected in

connection with judicial actions, proceedi ngs, and records

currently collected by the Cerks of the Grcuit Court and shal

deposit such noneys on a nonthly basis into the General Revenue
Fund.

(d) The derk of the Grcuit Court for Oange County and
the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Osceola County shall be
relieved of any obligation inposed by law with respect to the

powers, duties, and responsibilities that the pilot program

i nposes on the Chief Judge for the Ninth Judicial Circuit.

(3) REPORTING --By January 31, 2007, and January 31, 2008,
the Chief Judge for the Ninth Judicial Crcuit shall submt
prelimnary reports to the President of the Senate, the Speaker
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of the House of Representatives, and the Governor outlining the

establ i shnment, operation, organi zati on, and econom c i npact of

the pilot programto that date, including any statistical data

avai l abl e. By January 31, 2009, the Chief Judge shall submt a

final report to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the Governor which shall include

an overall assessnent of the pilot program recomendations for

further legislation, and the feasibility of extending

consol i dati on throughout the state.
(4) FUNDING --The suns of $ and $ are

appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to establish,

operate, and adm nister the pilot program

================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Remove |line 6 and insert:
An act relating to the state judicial system providing
| egislative intent; directing the creation of a pil ot
programin the Ninth Judicial Crcuit Court for purposes
of transferring duties and responsibilities of the clerk
of court to the Chief Judge; providing for adm nistration
of the program providing powers, duties, and
responsibilities of the Chief Judge of the circuit court
under the program requiring reports; providing

unspeci fied appropriations; anending s.
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