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(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1937 CS
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Johnson offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title anmendnent)

Bet ween |ines 1240 and 1241, insert:

Section 15. Subsections (1) and (7) of section 627.7015,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

627. 7015 Alternative procedure for resolution of disputed
property insurance clainms.--

(1) PURPCSE AND SCOPE. --This section sets forth a
nonadversarial alternative dispute resolution procedure for a
nmedi at ed cl ai mresol ution conference pronpted by the need for
effective, fair, and tinely handling of property insurance
clainms. There is a particular need for an informnal
nont hreatening forum for hel ping parties who elect this

procedure to resolve their clains disputes because npst
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homeowner's insurance policies obligate insureds to participate
in a potentially expensive and tine-consum ng adversari al
apprai sal process prior to litigation. The procedure set forth
inthis section is designed to bring the parties together for a
nmedi ated clains settlenent conference w thout any of the
trappi ngs or drawbacks of an adversarial process. Before
resorting to these procedures, insureds and insurers are
encouraged to resolve clains as quickly and fairly as possible.
This section is available with respect to clains under personal

lines and commercial policies for all claimnts and insurers

prior to commenci ng the apprai sal process, or commenci ng
litigation. If requested by the insured, participation by |egal
counsel shall be permtted. Mediation under this section is also
available to litigants referred to the departnent by a county
court or circuit court. This section does not apply te
comrercial—coverages—~ to private passenger notor vehicle

I nsurance coveragesy or to disputes relating to liability
coverages in policies of property insurance.

(7) If the insurer fails to conply with subsection (2) by

failing to notify a clainmant of its right to participate in the

nedi ati on program under this section or if the insurer requests

the nmedi ation, and the nediation results are rejected by either
party, the insured shall not be required to submt to or
participate in any contractual |oss apprai sal process of the
property | oss danage as a precondition to | egal action for
breach of contract against the insurer for its failure to pay

the policyholder's clainms covered by the policy.
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=======z========== T | TLE AMENDMENT =============
Renove line 101 and insert:
under certain circunstances; anmending s. 627.7015, F. S ;
revising the purpose and scope of an alternative procedure for
resol ution of disputed property insurance clains to include
comrercial policies; providing an additional circunstance for
excusing an insured fromsubmtting to or participating in
certai n damage apprai sal processes as a precondition to | ega

action; requiring the Auditor Genera
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