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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/CS/SB 2
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representati ve(s) Pickens offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnment)

On page 11, line 31 through page 62, line 4, renove
everything after the enacting clause, and insert:

Section 1. Section 1002.39, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

1002.39 The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
Disabilities Program--There is established a programthat is
separate and distinct fromthe Qpportunity Schol arshi p Program
and is named the John M MKay Schol arships for Students with
Di sabilities Program—pursuant—to-this—section

(1) THE JOHN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI PS FOR STUDENTS W TH
DI SABI LI TI ES PROGRAM - - The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
Students with Disabilities Programis established to provide the
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option to attend a public school other than the one to which
assigned, or to provide a scholarship to a private school of
choice, for students with disabilities for whom an i ndi vi dua
education plan has been witten in accordance with rules of the
State Board of Education. Students with disabilities include K-
12 students who are docunented as having nental retardation; a
rental-lbyhandicappeds- speech or and | anguage inpairnent; a
Hpaired—deat—or—hard—oef hearing inpairnent, including
deaf ness; a visual inpairnent, including blindness; a wsualy
Hpalred— dual sensory inpairnment; a physical inpairnent; a
serious enotional disturbance, including an enpotional handi cap;

a i . , . . . ’ . . ,

specific learning disability, including, but not linmted to,

dysl exi a, dyscal culia, or devel opnental aphasia; a traunatic
brain injury,; disabled—hospitalized—or—honebound— or autism
autistic

(2) JOHAN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI P ELIABILITY. --The parent of
a public school student with a disability who is dissatisfied

with the student's progress nmay request and receive fromthe
state a John M MKay Schol arship for the child to enroll in and
attend a private school in accordance with this section if:

(a) By—assighed-school attendanceareaor by -special
assighrent- The student has spent the prior school year in

attendance at a Florida public school or the Florida School for

the Deaf and the Blind. Prior school year in attendance neans

that the student was:
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1. Enrolled and reported by a school district for funding
during the precedi ng Cctober and February Florida Education
Fi nance Program surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which

shall include tinme spent in a Departnent of Juvenile Justice

comm tnent programif funded under the Florida Educati on Fi nance

Pr ogr am
2. Enrolled and reported by the Florida School for the

Deaf and the Blind during the precedi ng October and February

student nenbership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12; or

3. Enrolled and reported by a school district for funding

during the precedi ng Cctober and February Fl orida Educati on

Fi nance Program surveys, at |east 4 years old when so enrolled

and reported, and eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1)(e).

However, this—paragraph—does—not—applyrto a dependent child of a

menber of the United States Arned Forces who transfers to a
school in this state fromout of state or froma foreign country
pursuant to a parent's permanent change of station orders is
exenpt fromthis paragraph but —A-dependent—chitdof—anrnenrber—of
the United States Arped Forces—who transfers to a school inthis
state fromout—of state or fromaforeigncountry pursuant-to-a
parent—s—permahent—change—of—station—orders nust neet all other

eligibility requirenents to participate in the program

(b) The parent has obtained acceptance for adm ssion of
the student to a private school that is eligible for the program
under subsection (8){4)r and has requested from the departnent

poti-edthe—school—distrect—ofthereguest—for a schol arship at
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| east 60 days prior to the date of the first schol arship
paynment. The request parental—notifieation nust be through a

comuni cation directly to the departnent distret—or—through—the

Departrent—of—Educationto-thedistriet in a manner that creates
a witten or electronic record of the request nretifieatien and

the date of receipt of the request netification.

(3) JOHN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI P PROHI BI TI ONS. - -A student is

not eligible for a John M MKay Schol arship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of

provi di ng educati onal services to youth in Departnent of

Juvenil e Justice conmm tnent prograns.

(b) Receiving a corporate incone tax credit schol arship
under s. 220.187.

(c) Receiving an educational schol arship pursuant to this
chapter.
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(d) Participating in a home educati on program as defined
ins. 1002.01(1).
(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant
to s. 1002. 43.
(f) Participating in a virtual school, correspondence

school, or distance |earning programthat receives state funding

pursuant to the student's participation.

(g) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Bl i nd.

(4 TERM OF JOHN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI P. - -

(a) For purposes of continuity of educational choice, a

John M MKay Schol arship shall renain in force until the

student returns to a public school, graduates from hi gh school

or reaches the age of 22, whichever occurs first.

(b) Upon reasonable notice to the departnent and the

school district, the student's parent may renove the student

fromthe private school and place the student in a public

school, as provided in subparagraph (5)(a)Z2.

(c) Upon reasonable notice to the departnment, the

student's parent nay nove the student from one participating

private school to another participating private school.
(5)(3)> SCHOCL DI STRI CT AND-BERPARFNVENT—OF—EDJCAH-ON
OBLI GATI ONS; PARENTAL OPTI ONS. - -
(a)l. By April 1 of each year and within 10 days after an

i ndi vi dual education plan neeting, a school district shal

tHrely notify the parent of the student of all options avail able
pursuant to this section, informthe parent of the availability
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of the departnment's tel ephone hotline and Internet website for

additional information on John M MKay Schol arshi ps, and offer

that student's parent an opportunity to enroll the student in
anot her public school within the district.
2. The parent is not required to accept the this offer of

enrolling in another public school in lieu of requesting a John

M MKay Schol arship to a private school. However, if the parent
chooses the public school option, the student may continue
attendi ng a public school chosen by the parent until the student
graduates from hi gh school .

3. If the parent chooses a public school consistent with
the district school board' s choice plan under s. 1002.31, the
school district shall provide transportation to the public
school selected by the parent. The parent is responsible to
provide transportation to a public school chosen that is not
consistent with the district school board's choice plan under s.
1002. 31.

(b)1l. For a student with disabilities who does not have a
matri x of services under s. 1011.62(1)(e), the school district
nmust conplete a matri x that assigns the student to one of the
| evel s of service as they existed prior to the 2000-2001 school
year.

2.a. Wthin 10 school days after it receives notification

of a parent's request for a John M MKay Schol arship, a

district school board nust notify the student's parent if the

matri x has not been conpleted and informthe parent that the

district is required to conplete the matrix within 30 days after
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receiving notice of the parent's request for a John M MKay

Schol arship. This notice should include the required conpletion

date for the matri x.

b. The school district nust conplete the matrix of
services for any student who is participating in the John M
McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program and
must notify the departnent ef—Education of the student's matrix
| evel within 30 days after receiving notification of a request
by—the-student-sparent—of—intent to participate in the

schol arship program The school district nust provide the

student's parent with the student's matrix |level within 10

school days after its conpletion
c. The departnent ef—Eduecation shall notify the private

school of the anmpbunt of the scholarship within 10 days after

receiving the school district's notification of the student's

matri x |evel. Wthin-10 -school daysafter it receives

d. A school district may change a natri x of services only

if the change is to correct a technical, typographical, or

cal cul ation error

(c) A school district shall provide notification to

parents of the availability of a reevaluation at | east every 3

years of each student who receives a John M MKay Schol ar shi p.
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(d)¢e)y |If the parent chooses the private school option and
the student is accepted by the private school pending the
avai l ability of a space for the student, the parent of the
student nmust notify the departnent secheel—distriet- 60 days prior
to the first schol arship paynent and before entering the private

school in order to be eligible for the schol arship when a space
becones avail able for the student in the private school.

(e)ed) The parent of a student may choose, as an
alternative, to enroll the student in and transport the student
to a public school in an adjacent school district which has
avai |l abl e space and has a programwith the services agreed to in
the student's individual education plan already in place, and
t hat school district shall accept the student and report the
student for purposes of the district's funding pursuant to the
Fl ori da Educati on Fi nance Program

(f)ee) For a student in the district who participates in
the John M MKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities
Program whose parent requests that the student take the
statew de assessnments under s. 1008.22, the district shal

provide |locations and times to take all statew de assessnents.
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(6) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - - The depart nent
shal | :

(a) Establish a toll-free hotline that provi des parents

and private schools with informati on on participation in the
John M McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities

Program
(b) Annually verify the eligibility of private school s

that neet the requirenents of subsection (8).

(c) Establish a process by which individuals nmay notify

t he departnent of any violation by a parent, private school, or

school district of state laws relating to program participation.

The departnent shall conduct an investigation of any witten

conplaint of a violation of this section, or nake a referral to

t he appropriate agency for an investigation, if the conplaint is

signed by the conplainant and is legally sufficient. A conpl aint

is legally sufficient if it contains ultimate facts that show

that a violation of this section or any rul e adopted by the

Stat e Board of Educati on has occurred. In order to detern ne

| egal sufficiency, the departnent nay require supporting

i nformati on or docunentation fromthe conpl ai nant.

(d) Require an annual, notarized, sworn conpliance

statenment by participating private schools certifying conpliance

with state | aws and shall retain such records.

(e) Cross-check the list of participating scholarship

students with the public school enrollnent lists prior to the

first schol arship paynent to avoi d duplication
(7) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY AND OBLI GATI ONS. - -

092171

5/ 3/ 2005 2:17:22 PM
Page 9 of 47




229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/CS/SB 2
Amendnent No. (for drafter’s use only)

(a) The Conm ssioner of Education shall deny, suspend, or

revoke a private school's participation in the scholarship

programif it is determ ned that the private school has failed

to conply with the provisions of this section. However, in

i nstances in which the nonconpliance is correctable within a

reasonabl e anount of tine and in which the health, safety, and

wel fare of the students are not threatened, the comm ssioner nay

i ssue a notice of nonconpliance which shall provide the private

school with a tinefrane within which to provi de evi dence of

conpliance prior to taking action to suspend or revoke the

private school's participation in the schol arship program

(b) The conm ssioner's determnation is subject to the

fol |l owi ng:

1. If the commi ssioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke

a private school's participation in the scholarship program the

departnment shall notify the private school of such proposed

action in witing by certified nail and regular mail to the

private school's address of record with the departnent. The

notification shall include the reasons for the proposed action

and notice of the tinelines and procedures set forth in this

par agr aph.

2. The private school that is adversely affected by the

proposed action shall have 15 days fromreceipt of the notice of

proposed action to file with the departnent's agency clerk a

request for a proceeding pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57. |If

the private school is entitled to a hearing under s. 120.57(1),
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the departnment shall forward the request to the Division of

Adm ni strative Heari ngs.

3. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this

par agraph, the director of the D vision of Adm nistrative

Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an admnistrative

| aw j udge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the

recei pt of the formal witten request by the division and enter

a recommended order within 30 days after the hearing or within

30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is

|ater. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submt

written exceptions to the reconmended order. A final order shal

be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a

reconmended order. The provisions of this subparagraph nay be

wai ved upon stipulation by all parties.

(c) The conm ssioner may i nmmedi ately suspend paynent of

scholarship funds if it is deternmned that there is probabl e

cause to believe that there is:

1. An imminent threat to the health, safety, and welfare

of the students; or

2. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school.

The comm ssioner's order suspendi ng paynent pursuant to this

par agraph may be appeal ed pursuant to the sane procedures and

tinelines as the notice of proposed action set forth in

par agraph (b).
(8)4) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIG BILITY AND OBLI GATI ONS. --To be
eligible to participate in the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
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Students with Disabilities Program a private school pust—be-a
Flori-da—private—schoeol~ may be sectarian or nonsectarianys and
nmust :

(a) Conply with all requirenents for private schools

participating in state school choice schol arship prograns
pursuant to s. 1002.421.
(b) Provide the departnent all docunmentation required for

a student's participation, including the private school's and

student's fee schedules, at |east 30 days before the first

quarterly schol arship paynent is nade for the student.

(c) Be academically accountable to the parent for neeting

t he educati onal needs of the student by:

1. At a mninmum annually providing to the parent a

witten explanation of the student's progress.

2. Cooperating with the schol arship student whose parent

chooses to participate in the statew de assessnents pursuant to
s. 1008. 22.

The inability of a private school to neet the requirenents of

this subsection shall constitute a basis for the ineligibility

of the private school to participate in the schol arship program

as determ ned by the departnent.

n i ccal I by beinai : :
hool L detd e o4 : "
|  £i od oubli . : :
, hool_desiti o o | and_td
: I Ly . :
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an Adll | e bliched diseinli
I : I Lei F hol hi | .
(9)65)> PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSI BI LI TI ES FOR OGBL-GAT-ON

OF PROGRAM PARTI Cl PATI ON PARH-CHRANTS. -- A parent who applies for
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a John M MKay Scholarship is exercising his or her parental

option to place his or her child in a private school.

(a) A-parent—who appliestforaJohn M MKay -Scholarship
. .. hi I | . | hi I
chitd—in—-aprivate-sechool— The parent nust select the private

school and apply for the adm ssion of his or her child.

(b) The parent nust have requested the schol arship at
| east 60 days prior to the date of the first schol arship
paynent .

(c) Any student participating in the John M MKay
Schol arshi ps for Students with Disabilities sehelarship Program
must remain in attendance throughout the school year, unless

excused by the school for illness or other good cause—anhd—rust
comply—fullby with the school's code of conduct.

(d) Each Fhe parent and ef each student has an obligation
to the private school to participatinginthe—scholarship
programrust conply fuHy with the private school's published
pol i ci es parental—invelvenrentregquirenrents—unless—excused-by
the school for illness or other good cause.

(e) If the parent requests that the student participating
in the John M MKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities
schoelarship Programtake all statew de assessnents required
pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for

transporting the student to the assessnent site designated by
t he school district.
(f) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the parent to

whom the warrant is made nust restrictively endorse the warrant
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to the private school for deposit into the account of the

private school. The parent may not designate any entity or

i ndi vi dual associated with the participating private school as

the parent's attorney in fact to sign a scholarship warrant. A

participant who fails to conply with this paragraph forfeits the

schol ar shi p.
” . o fail |  thothi I .
forfeits the scholarship—
(10) £6)- JOHIN M MCKAY SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -
(a)1. The maxi mum schol arship granted for an eligible

student with disabilities shall be a cal cul ated amount
equi val ent to the base student allocation in the Florida
Educati on Finance Programnultiplied by the appropriate cost
factor for the educational programthat woul d have been provi ded
for the student in the district school to which he or she was
assigned, nultiplied by the district cost differential.

2. In addition, a share of the guaranteed allocation for
exceptional students shall be determ ned and added to the
cal cul ated anmobunt. The cal cul ation shall be based on the
nmet hodol ogy and the data used to cal cul ate the guaranteed
al l ocation for exceptional students for each district in chapter
2000- 166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in subparagraphs
subparagraph 3. and 4., the calculation shall be based on the

student's grade, matrix |evel of services, and the difference

bet ween t he 2000- 2001 basic program and the appropriate |evel of
services cost factor, nmultiplied by the 2000- 2001 base student
al l ocation and the 2000-2001 district cost differential for the
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sending district. Also, the cal cul ated anount shall include the
per-student share of supplenental academ c instruction funds,
instructional materials funds, technol ogy funds, and ot her
categorical funds as provided for such purposes in the CGenera
Appropriations Act.

3. The cal cul ated schol arship anbunt for a student who has

spent the prior school year in attendance at the Florida School

for the Deaf and the Blind shall be calculated as provided in

subparagraphs 1. and 2. However, the cal cul ation shall be based

on the school district in which the parent resides at the tine

of the schol arshi p request.

4.3— Until the school district conpletes the matrix
requi red by paragraph (5)3)(b), the calculation shall be based
on the matrix that assigns the student to support |level | of
service as it existed prior to the 2000- 2001 school year. Wen
t he school district conpletes the matrix, the amount of the
paynent shall be adjusted as needed.

(b) The amount of the John M MKay Schol arship shall be
the cal cul ated anmount or the amount of the private school's
tuition and fees, whichever is |ess. The amount of any
assessnment fee required by the participating private school nay

be paid fromthe total anpunt of the schol arship.
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(c)1. 6 The school district shall report all students who
are attending a private school under this program The students
with disabilities attending private schools on John M MKay
Schol arshi ps shall be reported separately from other students
reported for purposes of the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

2. For programparticipants who are eligible under

subparagraph (2)(a)2., the school district that is used as the

basis for the cal culation of the schol arship anmbunt as provi ded

i n_ subparagraph (a)3. shall:

a. Report to the departnent all such students who are

attending a private school under this program

b. Be held harm ess for such students fromthe wei ghted

enrollment ceiling for group 2 progranms in s. 1011.62(1)(d) 3. a.

during the first school year in which the students are reported.
(d)¢e)} Following notification on July 1, Septenber 1,

Decenber 1, or February 1 of the nunber of program participants,

t he departnent ef—Eduecation shall transfer, from General Revenue

funds only, the anount cal cul ated under paragraph (b) fromthe

school district's total funding entitlenent under the Florida

Educati on Fi nance Program and from aut hori zed cat egori ca
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accounts to a separate account for the schol arship program for
quarterly disbursenment to the parents of participating students.

Funds may not be transferred from any funding provided to the

Fl ori da School for the Deaf and the Blind for program

partici pants who are eligi ble under subparagraph (2)(a)2. For a

student exiting a Departnent of Juvenile Justice commitnent

program who chooses to participate in the schol arshi p program

the anpbunt of the John M MKay Schol arshi p cal cul ated pursuant

to paragraph (b) shall be transferred fromthe school district

in which the student | ast attended a public school prior to

commitnment to the Departnment of Juvenile Justice. Wien a student

enters the scholarship program the departnent ef—Education nust
receive all docunentation required for the student's
participation, including the private school's and student's fee

schedul es, at |east 30 days before the first quarterly

schol arshi p paynment is made for the student. Fhe Departnent—of
I . I : .

(e)H) Upon notification preper—decurentati-on—+eviewed—and
approved by the departnent that it has received the
docunent ati on required under paragraph (d) Departrent—of
Education, the Chief Financial Oficer shall nmake schol arship
paynents in four equal amounts no |ater than Septenber 1,

Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 45 of each academ c year in
whi ch the scholarship is in force. The initial payment shall be
made after departnent ef—Eduecation verification of adm ssion
accept ance, and subsequent paynents shall be nade upon

verification of continued enroll nent and attendance at the
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private school. Paynment nust be by individual warrant made
payable to the student's parent and mailed by the departnent ef
Education to the private school of the parent's choice, and the
parent shall restrictively endorse the warrant to the private
school for deposit into the account of the private school.

(f) Subseqguent to each schol arshi p paynent, the Depart nent

of Financial Services shall randomly review endorsed warrants to

confirmconpliance with endorsenent requirenents. The Depart nment

of Financial Services shall imrediately report inconsistencies

or irregularities to the departnent.
(11) A LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part
of the state based on the award or use of a John M MKay

Schol ar shi p.
(12) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY. --The inclusion of eligible
private schools within options available to Florida public

school students does not expand the regulatory authority of the

state, its officers, or any school district to i npose any

addi tional regulation of private schools beyond those reasonably

necessary to enforce requirenents expressly set forth in this

section.

(13) (8> RULES.--The State Board of Education shall adopt
rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm nister this
section, including rules that school districts nust use to
expedite the devel opnent of a matrix of services based on an
acti ve a—eur+rent individual education plan from another state or
a foreign country for a transferring student with a disability
who is a dependent child of a nenber of the United States Arned
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Forces. The rules nust identify the appropriate school district
per sonnel who nust conplete the matrix of services. For purposes
of these rules, a transferring student with a disability is one
who was previously enrolled as a student wwth a disability in an
out-of-state or an out-of-country public or private school or

agency program and who is transferring fromout of state or from

a foreign country pursuant to a parent's pernmanent change of

station orders. Howevers—theinelusi-on—of—elgibleprivate

Section 2. Section 220.187, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

220.187 Credits for contributions to nonprofit
schol ar shi p- fundi ng organi zati ons. - -

(1) PURPCSE.--The purpose of this section is to:

(a) Encourage private, voluntary contributions to
nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons.

(b) Expand educational opportunities for children of
famlies that have limted financial resources.

(c) Enable children in this state to achieve a greater
| evel of excellence in their education.

(2) DEFINITIONS. --As used in this section, the term

(a) "Departnment” neans the Departnment of Revenue.
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(b) "Eligible contribution” nmeans a nonetary contribution
froma taxpayer, subject to the restrictions provided in this
section, to an eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng
organi zati on. The taxpayer making the contribution may not
designate a specific child as the beneficiary of the
contri bution. Fhetaxpayer—may—rRot—contitbote rprethan3$5

L nal L aibl T hol hipfundi
organi-zation—

(c)td- "Eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-funding
organi zation" neans a charitabl e organization that:

1. |Is exenpt fromfederal incone tax pursuant to s.
501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
2. Is a Florida entity fornmed under chapter 607, chapter

608, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is |located in the

st at e.

3. and-that Conplies with the provisions of subsection
(6) (4.

(d)ee)» "Eligible private nenpubl-e school"” nmeans a private
ponppubl¢ school, as defined in s. 1002.01(2), located in
Florida that offers an education to students in any grades K-12

and that neets the requirenents in subsection (8)6).
(e) "Omer or operator"” includes:

1. An owner, president, officer, or director of an

eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on or a person

wi t h equival ent deci sionnmaki ng authority over an eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p- fundi ng organi zati on.
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2. An owner, operator, superintendent, or principal of an

eligible private school or a person wth equival ent

deci si onmaki ng authority over an eligible private school.

: I I . hool I I I . | hool
LunchAct and who-

(3) PROGRAM SCHOLARSHI P ELIGBILITY.--The Corporate
| ncone Tax Credit Schol arship Programis established. A student

is eligible for a corporate incone tax credit scholarship if the

student qualifies for free or reduced-price school |unches under
t he National School Lunch Act and:
(a)3— Was counted as a full-time equival ent student during

the previous state fiscal year for purposes of state per-student
fundi ng;

(b)2— Received a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit
schol ar shi p- fundi ng organi zati on during the previous school
year; or

(c)3~ Is eligible to enter kindergarten or first grade.

A student may continue in the scholarship programas long as the

famly incone | evel does not exceed 200 percent of the federal

poverty | evel.
(4) SCHOLARSHI P PROHI BI TIONS. -- A student is not eligible

for a scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolledin a school operating for the purpose of

provi di ng educati onal services to youth in Departnent of

Juvenil e Justice conmm tnent prograns.
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(b) Receiving a scholarship fromanother eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on under this section.

(c) Receiving an educational schol arship pursuant to
chapter 1002.

(d) Participating in a hone education program as defined
ins. 1002.01(1).

(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant
to s. 1002.43.

(f) Participating in a virtual school, correspondence

school, or distance |earning programthat receives state funding

pursuant to the student's participation.

(g) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Bl i nd.

(5) 3> AUTHORI ZATI ON TO GRANT SCHOLARSHI P FUNDI NG TAX
CREDI TS; LI M TATI ONS ON | NDI VI DUAL AND TOTAL CREDI TS. - -

(a) There is allowed a credit of 100 percent of an

eligible contribution against any tax due for a taxable year
under this chapter. However, such a credit may not exceed 75

percent of the tax due under this chapter for the taxable year,

after the application of any other allowable credits by the

t axpayer. However,—atleast- 5 percent—of the total -statew-de

HA—s—288-703{(H—atthetimeofapplication- The credit granted

by this section shall be reduced by the difference between the
anount of federal corporate incone tax taking into account the

credit granted by this section and the anmount of federal
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corporate inconme tax w thout application of the credit granted
by this section.

(b) The total ampunt of tax credits and carryforward of

tax credits which nmay be granted each-statefiscal—year under
this section is $88 million during the 2005-2006 fiscal year.

The total anpunt of tax credits and carryforward of tax credits

whi ch nmay be granted under this section shall be adjusted each

year by the sane percentage as the increase or decrease in total

fundi ng, adjusted for Florida Retirenent System changes if

appli cabl e, under the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program as

provided in the General Appropriations Act workpapers. However,

the total anmbunt of tax credits that nmay be granted pursuant to

this paragraph may not increase by nore than 5 percent in any

year. The Comm ssi oner of Education shall certify to the

departnent and notify eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zations of the resulting value of tax credits that may be

granted within 30 days after the General Appropriations Act

becones | aw. However, at |least 1 percent of the total statew de

anount authorized for the tax credit shall be reserved for

t axpayers who neet the definition of a snmall business provided
ins. 288.703(1) at the tine of application.
(c) A taxpayer who files a Florida consolidated return as

a nmenber of an affiliated group pursuant to s. 220.131(1) nay be
al lowed the credit on a consolidated return basis; however, the
total credit taken by the affiliated group is subject to the

limtation established under paragraph (a).
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(d) Effective for tax years begi nning January 1, 2005, a

t axpayer nay rescind all or part of its allocated tax credit

under this section. The anpbunt resci nded shall becone avail abl e

for purposes of the cap for that state fiscal year under this

section to an eligible taxpayer as approved by the departnment if

t he taxpayer receives notice fromthe departnent that the

resci ndnent has been accepted by the departnent and the taxpayer

has not previously rescinded any or all of its tax credit

al |l ocation under this section nore than once in the previous 3

tax years. Any amount rescinded under this paragraph shal

becone available to an eligible taxpayer on a first-conme, first-

served basis based on tax credit applications received after the

date the rescindnment is accepted by the departnent.
(6)4)> OBLIGATIONS OF ELI G BLE NONPROFI T SCHOLARSHI P-
FUNDI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS. --An el igible nonprofit schol arshi p-

fundi ng organi zati on:

(a) Must conply with the antidiscrimnation provisions of
42 U.S.C. s. 2000d.
(b) Must conply with the foll ow ng background check

requirenents:

1. An owner or operator of an eligible nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation is subject to |level 1

background screeni ng as provi ded under chapter 435.

2. A nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on whose

owner or operator fails the level 1 background screeni ng shal

not be eligible to provide schol arshi ps under this section.
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3. A nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on whose

owner or operator in the last 7 years has filed for personal

bankruptcy or corporate bankruptcy in a corporation of which he

or she owned nore than 20 percent shall not be eligible to

provi de schol arshi ps under this section.

(c) Must not have an owner or operator who owns or

operates an eligible private school that is participating in the

schol arshi p program

(d) &> Mist An—eligiblenonprofit—scholarship-funding
organization—shall provide schol arships, fromeligible
contributions, to eligible gualified students for:

1. Tuition or textbook expenses for, or transportati on to,

an eligible private nenpublie school. At |east 75 percent of the
schol arship funding nust be used to pay tuition expenses; or

2. Transportation expenses to a Florida public school that
is located outside the district in which the student resides or
to a lab school as defined in s. 1002. 32.

(e)(b)y Mist L aibl g hol hiofundi
organization—shall give priority to eligible gualfied students

who received a scholarship froman eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p- fundi ng organi zati on during the previous schoo
year.
(f) Must provide a scholarship to an eligible student on a

first-cone, first-served basis unless the student qualifies for

priority pursuant to paragraph (e).
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(g) My not restrict or reserve scholarships for use at a

particul ar private school or provide scholarships to a child of

an _owner or operator.

(h) Must allow an eligible student to attend any eligible

private school and nust allow a parent to transfer a schol arship

during a school year to any other eligible private school of the

parent's choi ce.

o | : holarchi  dod hild §
nal hool bv_all eliaibl T hol archi

| dentifiod and_f hicl oo in eligibl bl hool
: |  dentifiod

(i)fe) Must obligate, in the same state fiscal year in
whi ch the contribution was received, Ar—elH-giblenonprofit
hol hiofundi . . I . L aibl
contr-buti-on—rust—spend 100 percent of the eligible contribution

to provide schol arships in that the sanme or i Mmediately
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following state fiscal year iAwhichthe contributionwas
received. No portion of eligible contributions my be used for
adm ni strative expenses. Al interest accrued fromcontributions
must be used for schol arshi ps.

(j) Must nmaintain separate accounts for schol arship funds

and operating funds.

(k) May transfer funds to another eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati on when additional funds are

required to neet schol arshi p denmand.

(1) My obtain a secured line of credit to fund

schol arshi p paynents based on estinated contributions to be

received within a 6-nonth period. These funds nay only be used

to provide schol arship paynents. Interest and fees related to

the line of credit shall be paid fromthe eligible nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation's operating budget and not from

contributions or | oan proceeds.
(ME)y Mist i aibl F' hol hipf i
. . I . Liaibl but or ovi de

to the Auditor General and the Departnent of Education an annua

financial and conpliance audit of its accounts and records
conducted by an independent certified public accountant and in
accordance with rules adopted by the Auditor CGeneral. The audit
nmust be conducted in conpliance with generally accepted auditing

st andards and nust include a report on financial statenents

presented in accordance with generally accepted accounti ng

principles set forth by the American Institute of Certified

Public Accountants for not-for-profit organi zati ons and a
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determ nation of conpliance with the statutory eligibility and

expenditure requirenents set forth in this section. Audits nust

be provided to the Auditor General and the Departnent of

Education within 180 days after conpletion of the eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation's fiscal year.

(n) Must prepare and submit quarterly reports to the

Departnent of Education pursuant to paragraph (9)(m. In

addition, an eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on

nmust submt in a tinely nmanner any information requested by the

Departnment of Education relating to the schol arship program

Any and all information and docunentation provided to the

Departnent of Education and the Auditor Ceneral relating to the

identity of a taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution

under this section shall remain confidential at all times in

accordance with s. 213. 053.
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L etivel I I hecl I bl
school—of the parent-—schoicefordepoesit—intothe account—of
the nonpublic-school—

(7)65)> PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSI BI LI TI ES FOR PROGRAM
PARTI Cl PATI ON GBH-GAH-ONS. - - As—a—econdi-tion—for—scholarship
payent—pursuant—to-paragraph{(4)-{gy——+fthe parentchooses for
i I hild I L aibl N hool— t4

Lt I il hool_di . i I
aftter such decision—

(a) The parent nust select an eligible private school and

apply for the adm ssion of his or her child.

(b) The parent nmust informthe child s school district

when the parent withdraws his or her child to attend an eligible

private school

(c) Any student participating in the schol arship program

must renmin in attendance throughout the school year, unless

excused by the school for illness or other good cause.

(d) Each parent and each student has an obligation to the

private school to conply with the private school's published

polici es.
(e) The parent shall ensure that the student participating

in the schol arship programtakes the normreferenced assessnent

of fered by the private school. The parent may al so choose to

have the student participate in the statew de assessnents

pursuant to s. 1008.22. |If the parent requests that the student

participating in the schol arship programtake statew de

assessnents pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible
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for transporting the student to the assessnent site desi gnated

by the school district.

(f) Upon recei pt of a scholarship warrant or check from

the eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on, the

parent to whomthe warrant or check is nmade nust restrictively

endorse the warrant or check to the private school for deposit

into the account of the private school. The parent may not

designate any entity or individual associated with the

participating private school as the parent's attorney in fact to

sign a scholarship warrant or check. A participant who fails to

conply with this paragraph forfeits the schol arship.
(8)6) PRI VATE EHHG-BEENONPUBLIC SCHOOL ELI G BI LI TY AND

OBLI GATI ONS. -- An eligible private nreapublie school may be
sectarian or nonsectarian and nust:

(a) Conply with all requirenents for private school s

participating in state school choice schol arshi p prograns
pursuant to s. 1002.421.
(b) Provide to the eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-funding

organi zation, upon request, all docunentation required for the

student's participation, including the private school's and

student's fee schedul es.

(c) Be academ cally accountable to the parent for neeting

t he educational needs of the student by:

1. At a mninum annually providing to the parent a

written explanation of the student's progress.

2. Annually adm nistering or nmaki ng provision for students

participating in the scholarship programto take one of the
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nationally normreferenced tests identified by the Departnent of

Educati on. Students with disabilities for whom st andardi zed

testing is not appropriate are exenpt fromthis requirenment. A

participating private school nust report a student's scores to

the parent and to the independent private research organi zation

sel ected by the Departnent of Education pursuant to paragraph
(9().

3. Cooperating with the schol arship student whose parent

chooses to participate in the statew de assessnents pursuant to
s. 1008. 32.

The inability of a private school to neet the requirenents of

this subsection shall constitute a basis for the ineligibility

of the private school to participate in the schol arship program

as determ ned by the Departnent of Education.
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p I kot i . . . ﬁ
U-S- C—s—2000d—
{e)—Meet—state-and tocalhealth-and safetylawsand codes—
n | itk all | Lati I
Lati : Bl hools.
(9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - - The Depart nent
of Education shall

(a) Annually submt to the departnent, by March 15, a |i st

of eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons t hat

neet the requirenents of paragraph (2)(c).

(b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons that neet the requirenents of

par agraph (2)(c).

(c) Annually verify the eligibility of private school s

that neet the requirenents of subsection (8).

(d) Annually verify the eligibility of expenditures as

provided in paragraph (6)(d) using the audit required by
paragraph (6)(m.
(e) Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents

and private schools with information on participation in the

schol arshi p program

(f) Establish a process by which individuals nay notify

t he Departnent of Education of any violation by a parent,

private school, or school district of state laws relating to

program participation. The Departnent of Education shall conduct

an investigation of any witten conplaint of a violation of this

section, or make a referral to the appropriate agency for an
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investigation, if the conplaint is signed by the conplai nant and

is legally sufficient. A conplaint is legally sufficient if it

contains ultinmate facts that show that a violation of this

section or any rule adopted by the State Board of Education has

occurred. In order to determ ne |egal sufficiency, the

Departnent of Education may require supporting i nformation or

docunentation fromthe conpl ai nant.

(g) Require an annual, notarized, sworn conpliance

statenment by participating private schools certifying conpliance

with state | aws and shall retain such records.

(h) Cross-check the list of participating scholarship

students with the public school enrollnent lists to avoid

dupl i cati on.

(i) ldentify all nationally normreferenced tests that are

conparable to the normreferenced test portions of the Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test (FCAT).

(j) Select an independent private research organi zation to

whi ch participating private schools nust report the scores of

partici pating students on the nationally normreferenced tests

adm ni stered by the private school. The independent private

research organi zati on nust annually report to the Departnent of

Educati on on the year-to-year inprovenents of participating

students. The i ndependent private research organi zati on nust

anal yze and report student perfornance data in a nanner that

protects the rights of students and parents as mandated in 20
U S C s. 1232g, the Fanm |y Educational R ghts and Privacy Act,
and nust not disaggregate data to a level that will disclose the
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academ c | evel of individual students or of individual schools.

To the extent possible, the i ndependent private research

organi zati on nust accunul ate historical perfornance data on

students fromthe Departnment of Education and private schools to

descri be baseline performance and to conduct | ongitudi nal

studies. To mnimze costs and reduce tine required for third-

party anal ysis and eval uati on, the Departnent of Education shal

conduct anal yses of matched students from public school

assessnent data and cal cul ate control group | earning gains using

an agreed- upon net hodol ogy outlined in the contract with the

third-party evaluator. The sharing of student data nmust be in

accordance with requirenents of 20 U.S.C. 12329, the Famly

Educati onal Rights and Privacy Act, and shall be for the sole

pur pose of conducting the evaluation. Al parties nust preserve

the confidentiality of such information as required by | aw

(k) Notify an eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zati on of any of the organization's identified students

who are receiving an educational schol arshi p pursuant to chapter
1002.

(1) Notify an eligible nonprofit schol arship-funding

organi zati on of any of the organization's identified students

who are receiving a corporate incone tax credit scholarship from

anot her eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on.

(m Require quarterly reports by an eligible nonprofit

schol ar shi p- fundi ng organi zati on regardi ng the nunber of

students participating in the scholarship program the private
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school s at which the students are enroll ed, and ot her

i nformati on deened necessary by the Departnment of Educati on.
(10) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY AND
OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) The Conm ssioner of Education shall deny, suspend, or

revoke a private school's participation in the schol arship

programif it is determned that the private school has failed

to conply with the provisions of this section. However, in

i nstances in which the nonconpliance is correctable within a

reasonabl e anpunt of tine and in which the health, safety, and

wel fare of the students are not threatened, the conm ssioner may

i ssue a notice of nonconpliance which shall provide the private

school with a tinmefrane within which to provi de evi dence of

conpliance prior to taking action to suspend or revoke the

private school's participation in the schol arship program

(b) The comm ssioner's deternmination is subject to the

foll ow ng:

1. |If the conmi ssioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke

a private school's participation in the scholarship program the

Departnent of Education shall notify the private school of such

proposed action in witing by certified nail and regular mail to

the private school's address of record with the Departnent of

Educati on. The notification shall include the reasons for the

proposed action and notice of the tinelines and procedures set

forth in this paragraph.

2. The private school that is adversely affected by the

proposed action shall have 15 days fromrecei pt of the notice of
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proposed action to file with the Departnent of Education's

agency clerk a request for a proceedi ng pursuant to ss. 120.569

and 120.57. |If the private school is entitled to a hearing under
s. 120.57(1), the Departnent of Education shall forward the
request to the Division of Administrative Hearings.

3. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this

par agraph, the director of the Division of Adm nistrative

Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an adnministrative

| aw j udge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the

recei pt of the formal witten request by the division and enter

a recommended order within 30 days after the hearing or within

30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is

|ater. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submt

witten exceptions to the recomended order. A final order shal

be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a

reconmended order. The provisions of this subparagraph nay be

wai ved upon stipulation by all parties.

(c) The conm ssioner may i nmedi ately suspend paynent of

scholarship funds if it is determned that there is probable

cause to believe that there is:

1. An imrnent threat to the health, safety, and welfare

of the students; or

2. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school.

The comm ssioner's order suspendi ng paynent pursuant to this

paragraph nay be appeal ed pursuant to the same procedures and
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tinelines as the notice of proposed acti on set forth in

par agr aph (b).
(11) SCHOLARSHI P AMOUNT AND PAYMENT. - -

(a) The amobunt of a schol arship provided to any student

for any single school year by an eligible nonprofit schol arship-

fundi ng organi zation fromeligible contributions shall not

exceed the follow ng annual |imts:

1. Three thousand five hundred dollars for a schol arship

awarded to a student enrolled in an eligible private school.

2. Five hundred dollars for a scholarship awarded to a

student enrolled in a Florida public school that is | ocated

outside the district in which the student resides or in a |lab
school as defined in s. 1002. 32.

The schol arship amount in subparagraph 1. is for the 2005- 2006

fiscal year and shall be adjusted each year by the sane

percentage as the increase or decrease in total funds per

unwei ghted FTE, adjusted for Florida Retirenent System changes

if applicable, under the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program as

provided in the General Appropriations Act workpapers. However,

t he schol arshi p anbunt may not increase by nore than 3 percent

in any year. The Conmi ssioner of Education shall certify to the

departnent and notify eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

organi zations of the resulting value of the scholarship within

30 days after the General Appropriations Act becones | aw.

(b) Paynment of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit

schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on shall be by individual warrant
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or check made payable to the student's parent. |f the parent

chooses for his or her child to attend an eligible private

school, the warrant or check nust be delivered by the eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p- fundi ng organi zation to the private school

of the parent's choice, and the parent shall restrictively

endorse the warrant or check to the private school. An eligible

nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on shall ensure that the

parent to whomthe warrant or check is nmade restrictively

endorsed the warrant or check to the private school for deposit

into the account of the private school.

(c) An eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati on

shall obtain verification fromthe private school of a student's

continued attendance at the school prior to each schol arship

paynent .
(d) Paynment of the scholarship shall be made by the

eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-funding organi zati on no | ess

frequently than on a quarterly basis.
(12) A~ ADM NI STRATI ON; RULES. - -

(a) If the credit granted pursuant to this section is not

fully used in any one year because of insufficient tax liability
on the part of the corporation, the unused anmount may be carried
forward for a period not to exceed 3 years; however, any

t axpayer that seeks to carry forward an unused amount of tax
credit must submit an application for allocation of tax credits
or carryforward credits as required in paragraph (d) in the year
that the taxpayer intends to use the carryforward. Fhetotal

F i | F | of i |
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each-state fiscal year under this sectionis$88 mllion- This
carryforward applies to all approved contributions nmade after
January 1, 2002. A taxpayer mmy not convey, assign, or transfer
the credit authorized by this section to another entity unless
all of the assets of the taxpayer are conveyed, assigned, or
transferred in the sane transacti on.

(b) An application for a tax credit pursuant to this
section shall be submitted to the departnent on forns
established by rule of the departnent.

(c) The departnent and the Departnent of Education shal

devel op a cooperative agreenment to assist in the adm nistration

of this section. Fhe-Departrnent—of—Education—shall—be

(d) The departnment shall adopt rul es necessary to
adm ni ster this section, including rules establishing
application fornms and procedures and governing the allocation of
tax credits and carryforward credits under this section on a
first-cone, first-served basis.

(e) The State Board Departwent of Education shall adopt
rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to
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adm nister this section determne—-eH-gibittyofnonprofit
seholarship—unding—organizattons—as—delined npavagraph {23

Lified | lofi L h(2)(e).
(13) 8y DEPOSITS OF ELI G BLE CONTRI BUTIONS.--All eligible

contributions received by an eligible nonprofit schol arshi p-

fundi ng organi zation shall be deposited in a manner consi stent
with s. 17.57(2).

Section 3. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002. 421 Rights and obligations of private school s

participating in state school choice schol arship

prograns. - -Requirenents of this section are in addition to

private school requirenents outlined in s. 1002.42, specific

requirenents identified within respective schol arship program

| aws, and other provisions of Florida |aw that apply to private

school s.
(1) A Florida private school participating in the

Corporate Incone Tax Credit Schol arshi p Program est abl i shed

pursuant to s. 220.187 or an educational schol arship program

est abl i shed pursuant to this chapter nust conply with al

requi rements of this section

(2) A private school participating in a schol arship

program nust be a Florida private school as defined in s.
1002.01(2) and nust:

(a) Be a registered Florida private school in accordance
with s. 1002.42.
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(b) Conply with antidiscrimnation provisions of 42 U S.C
s. 2000d.
(c) Notify the departnent of its intent to participate in

a schol arshi p program

(d) Notify the departnent of any change in the school's

nanme, school director, nmiling address, or physical |ocation

within 15 days after the change.

(e) Conplete student enroll nment and attendance

verification requirenents, including use of an on-Iline

attendance verification form prior to scholarship paynent.

(f) Annually conplete and subnit to the departnment a

notari zed schol arship conpliance statenment certifying conpliance

with state laws relating to private school participation in the

schol arshi p program

(g) Denpbnstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:

1. Being in operation for at |east 3 school years or

obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the anount equal

to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety

bond or letter of credit with the departnent.

2. Requiring the parent of each schol arship student to

personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the

school . The school may not act as attorney in fact for the

parent of a schol arship student under the authority of a power

of attorney executed by such parent, or under any other

authority, to endorse schol arship warrants on behal f of such
par ent .
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(h) Meet applicable state and |ocal health, safety, and

wel fare | aws, codes, and rules, including:

1. Fire safety.

2. Building safety.

(i) Enploy or contract with teachers who hold

baccal aureate or hi gher degrees, have at |east 3 years of

t eachi ng experience in public or private schools, or have

speci al skills, know edge, or expertise that qualifies themto

provide instruction in subjects taught.

(j) Require each individual with direct student contact

with a schol arship student to be of good noral character, to be

subject to the level 1 background screening as provi ded under

chapter 435, to be deni ed enpl oynent or ternmnated if required

under s. 435.06, and not to be ineligible to teach in a public

school because his or her educator certificate is suspended or

revoked. For purposes of this paragraph:

1. An "individual with direct student contact" nmeans any

i ndi vi dual who has unsupervi sed access to a schol arshi p student

for whomthe private school is responsible.

2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check

shall not be borne by the state.

3. Continued enpl oynent of an individual after

notification that the individual has failed the level 1

background screening shall cause a private school to be

ineligible for participation in a scholarship program

4. An individual holding a valid Florida teaching

certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant to s. 1012. 32
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shall not be required to conply with the provisions of this

par agr aph.

(3) The inability of a private school to neet the

requi rements of this section shall constitute a basis for the

ineligibility of the private school to participate in a

schol arshi p program as determ ned by the departnent.

(4) The inclusion of eligible private schools within

options available to Florida public school students does not

expand the reqgul atory authority of the state, its officers, or

any school district to inpose any additional regul ation of

private school s beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce

requi renents expressly set forth in this section.

(5) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to adm nister this

secti on.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.

z================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
On page 1, line(s) 1 through page 11, line 28, renove:

the entire title

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to schol arshi p program accountability;
anending s. 1002.39, F.S., relating to the John M MKay
Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program
revising definition of the term"students with

disabilities"; revising student eligibility requirenents
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1162 for receipt of a scholarship and restricting eligibility

1163 therefor; providing for termof a schol arship; revising

1164 and addi ng school district obligations and clarifying

1165 parental options; revising and addi ng Departnent of

1166 Education obligations, including verification of

1167 eligibility of private schools and establishnment of a

1168 process for notification of violations, subsequent

1169 investigation, and certification of conpliance by private

1170 school s; providing Comm ssioner of Education authority and

1171 obligations, including the denial, suspension, or

1172 revocation of a private school's participation in the

1173 schol arshi p program and procedures and tinelines therefor;

1174 revising private school eligibility and obligations,

1175 i ncluding conpliance with specified | aws and academ c

1176 accountability to the parent; revising parent and student

1177 responsibilities for scholarship program participation;

1178 prohibiting a private school fromacting as attorney in

1179 fact to sign a scholarship warrant; revising provisions

1180 relating to schol arship fundi ng and paynent; providing

1181 fundi ng and paynment requirenents for former Florida School

1182 for the Deaf and the Blind students and for students

1183 exiting a Departnent of Juvenile Justice program

1184 provi di ng Departnment of Financial Services obligations;

1185 provi di ng scope of authority; requiring adoption of rules;

1186 amending s. 220.187, F.S., relating to credits for

1187 contributions to nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng

1188 organi zations; revising and providing definitions; nam ng
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1189 t he schol arship program providing student eligibility

1190 requi renents for receipt of a corporate inconme tax credit

1191 scholarship and restricting eligibility therefor; revising

1192 provisions relating to the total anmount of tax credits and

1193 carryforward of tax credits and providing certain

1194 [imtation; providing for rescindnent of tax credit

1195 all ocation; revising and addi ng obligations of eligible

1196 nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zati ons, including

1197 conpliance with requi renents for background checks,

1198 schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati on ownershi p or operation,

1199 audits, and reports; requiring certain information to

1200 remai n confidential in accordance with s. 213.053, F. S ;

1201 revi sing and addi ng parent and student responsibilities

1202 for schol arship program participation, including

1203 conpliance with private school's published policies,

1204 participation in student academ c assessnent, and

1205 restrictive endorsenent of scholarship warrants or checks;

1206 prohi biting power of attorney for endorsing a schol arship

1207 warrant or check; revising and addi ng private school

1208 eligibility requirenents and obligations, including

1209 conpliance with specified | aws and academ ¢ accountability

1210 to the parent; revising and addi ng Departnent of Education

1211 obligations, including verification of eligibility of

1212 program partici pants, establishnent of a process for

1213 notification of violations, subsequent investigation, and

1214 certification of conpliance by private schools, and

1215 sel ection of a research organization to anal yze student
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1216 per formance data; providing Comm ssioner of Education
1217 authority and obligations, including the denial,
1218 suspensi on, or revocation of a private school's
1219 participation in the schol arship program and procedures
1220 and tinelines therefor; revising and addi ng provisions
1221 relating to scholarship funding and paynent, including the
1222 anount of a schol arship and the paynent process; requiring
1223 adoption of rules; creating s. 1002.421, F.S., relating to
1224 rights and obligations of private schools participating in
1225 state school choice schol arship prograns; providing
1226 requi rements for participation in a schol arship program
1227 i ncluding conpliance with specified state, |ocal, and
1228 federal |aws and denonstration of fiscal soundness;
1229 requiring restrictive endorsenent of checks and
1230 prohi biting a school from acting as attorney in fact;
1231 requi ring enpl oynent of qualified teachers and background
1232 screening of individuals with direct student contact;
1233 provi ding scope of authority; requiring adoption of rules;
1234 providing an effective date.
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