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Fl orida Senate - 2005 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2022
Bar code 060408
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

WD
04/ 01/ 2005 11:12 AM

The Conmittee on Ethics and El ections (Posey) recomended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Section 16.061, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

16.061 Initiative petitions.--

(1) The Attorney General shall, within 30 days after
recei pt of a proposed revision or anendnent to the State
Constitution by initiative petition fromthe Secretary of
State, petition the Suprene Court, requesting an advisory
opi nion regardi ng the conpliance of the text of the proposed
amendnent or revision with s. 3, Art. Xl of the State
Constitution and the conpliance of the proposed ballot title

and substance with s. 101.161. The Attorney General shall

within 30 days after receipt of an initiative petition's

financial inpact statenent or revised financial inpact

statenent fromthe Financial |npact Estimting Conference,
1
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petition the Suprene Court, reguesting an advi sory opinion

regarding the conpliance of the statement with s. 100.371(6).

The petitions peti++en nmay enunerate any specific factua

i ssues that the Attorney Ceneral believes would require a

judicial determination. A copy of the petitions shall be

provided to the Secretary of State and the principal officer

of the sponsor.

(2) The Supreme Court shall render its advisory

opi ni ons pursuant to subsection (1) by April 1 of the year in

whi ch the general election is to be held. |If no opinion has

been rendered by this date, the initiative petition shall be

deened valid and approved for placenent on the ball ot A—cepy
e 4 DL I . I :
I D e E ey _
(3) Any financial fseat inpact statement that the

court finds not to be in accordance with s. 100.371 shall be
remanded solely to the Financial Inpact Estinating Conference
for redrafting.

Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (6) of section
100. 371, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on
bal |l ot . - -

(1) Constitutional amendnents proposed by initiative
shal |l be placed on the ballot for the general election

provided that an initiative petitionis filed with the

Secretary of State by February 1 of the vear in which the

general election is to be held eeceturrngin—excess—of—90—days

: I e . : o I :
State.

(2) Certification of ballot position Sueh

eetrt+Heat+oen shall be issued when the Secretary of State has
2
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received verification certificates fromthe supervisors of
el ections indicating that the requisite nunmber and
di stribution of valid signatures of electors have been
submitted to and verified by the supervisors. Every signature
shal | be dated when nmade and shall be valid for a period of 4
years followi ng such date, provided all other requirenents of
law are satisfied eenpH-et—wth.

(6)(a) Wthin 45 days after recei pt of a proposed

revision or anendrment to the State Constitution by initiative

petition fromthe Secretary of State er—wthin—30—tdays—after
I . » . : I

. e bt . : e I .
pbe—presented, the Financial |npact Estinmating Conference shal

conpl ete an analysis and financial inpact statement to be

pl aced on the ballot of the estinmated increase or decrease in
any revenues or costs to state or |ocal governnents resulting
fromthe proposed initiative. The Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall subnit the financial inmpact statement to the
Attorney General and Secretary of State.

(b)1. The Financial Inmpact Estimating Conference shal
provi de an opportunity for any proponents or opponents of the
initiative to submt information and may solicit informtion
or analysis fromany other entities or agencies, including the
O fice of Econonmic and Denographi c Research. Al neetings of
the Financial |npact Estimating Conference shall be open to
the public as provided in chapter 286.

2. The Financial Impact Estinmating Conference is
established to review, analyze, and estimte the financia
i npact of anmendnents to or revisions of the State Constitution
proposed by initiative. The Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall consist of fogr principals: one person from
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the Executive Ofice of the Governor; the coordinator of the
O fice of Econonic and Denographi c Research, or his or her
desi gnee; one person fromthe professional staff of the
Senate; and one person fromthe professional staff of the
House of Representatives. Each principal shall have
appropriate fiscal expertise in the subject matter of the
initiative. A Financial |npact Estimating Conference may be
appoi nted for each initiative.

3. Principals of the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall reach a consensus or nmjority concurrence on
a clear and unanbi guous financial inpact statenent, no nore
than 75 words in length, and i nmedi ately submit the statenent
to the Attorney General. Nothing in this subsection prohibits
the Financial |nmpact Estimating Conference fromsetting forth
a range of potential inpacts in the financial inpact
statement. Any financial inmpact statenent that a court finds
not to be in accordance with this section shall be renmanded
solely to the Financial Inpact Estimating Conference for
redrafting. The Financial |npact Estimati ng Conference shal
redraft the financial inpact statenment within 15 days.

4. If the nenbers of the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conference are unable to agree on the statenent required by
this subsection, or if the Suprene Court has rejected the
initial subm ssion by the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference and no redraft has been approved by the Suprene
Court by April 1 of the year in which the general election is

to be held 5p—m—eon—the—r5th—daybefore—the—eteetion, the

foll owi ng statement shall appear on the ballot pursuant to s.

101.161(1): "The financial inpact of this neasure, if any,
cannot be reasonably determined at this tinme."
(c) The financial inpact statenent nust be separately
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contai ned and be set forth after the ballot sunmary as
required in s. 101.161(1).

(d)1. Any financial inmpact statenent that the Suprene
Court finds not to be in accordance with this subsection shal
be renanded solely to the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference for redrafting, provided the court's advisory

opinion is rendered by April 1 of the year in which the

general election is to be held at—teast—7+5—+days—before—the

. hie bt . : e I :
be—presented. The Financial |npact Estimating Conference shal

prepare and adopt a revised financial inpact statement no
later than 5 p.m on the 15th day after the date of the
court's opinion.

2. If, by 5 p.m on April 1 of the year in which the

general election is to be held the—#5th—day—before—the
eteetion, the Supreme Court has not issued an advi sory opinion

on the initial financial inpact statenment prepared by the
Fi nanci al | nmpact Estimating Conference for an initiative
amendnment that otherw se neets the |egal requirenents for
bal | ot placerment, the financial inpact statenent shall be
deened approved for placenent on the ballot.

3. In addition to the financial inpact statenent
required by this subsection, the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall draft an initiative financial information
statenent. The initiative financial information statenent
shoul d describe in greater detail than the financial inpact
statenment any projected increase or decrease in revenues or
costs that the state or local governments would |ikely
experience if the ballot neasure were approved. |If
appropriate, the initiative financial information statenent
may i nclude both estimated dollar amobunts and a description
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pl acing the estimated dollar ampbunts into context. The
initiative financial information statenent must include both a
sunmary of not nore than 500 words and additional detailed
i nformati on that includes the assunptions that were nmade to
devel op the financial inpacts, workpapers, and any other
i nformati on deened rel evant by the Financial |nmpact Estinmating
Conf er ence.

4. The Departnent of State shall have printed, and
shal | furnish to each supervisor of elections, a copy of the
summary fromthe initiative financial information statenents.
The supervisors shall have the summary fromthe initiative
financial information statenents avail able at each polling
pl ace and at the main office of the supervisor of elections
upon request.

5. The Secretary of State and the O fice of Economc
and Denographi ¢ Research shall make avail able on the Internet
each initiative financial information statement in its
entirety. In addition, each supervisor of elections whose
of fice has a website shall post the sunmary from each
initiative financial information statement on the website.
Each supervisor shall include the Internet addresses for the
i nformati on statements on the Secretary of State's and the
O fice of Econom c and Denbgraphi c Research's websites in the
publication or mailing required by s. 101. 20.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anmended as foll ows:
Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause
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and insert:

A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to constitutional anmendnents;

amending s. 16.061, F.S.; requiring the
Attorney General to petition the Suprene

regardi ng conpliance of financial inpact

Court

statenments; requiring the Supreme Court to

render certain advisory opinions by Apri

a general election year; anending s. 100.

1 of
371,

F.S.; requiring initiative petitions to be

filed by February 1 of a general election year

in order to be placed on the ballot; providing

an effective date.
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