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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2070

Bar code 403570
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

1/ AD 2R
05/ 05/ 2005 04: 19 PM

Senators Constantine, Pruitt, and Carlton noved the foll ow ng

anendnment :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 2, line 10, through

page 3, line 20, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 2. (1) The Comruni cations Service Tax Task

Force is created and housed for administrative purposes within

t he Departnent of Revenue. The task force shall operate

i ndependently of the departnent.

(2)(a) The task force shall consist of nine nenbers,

t hree appoi nted by the Governor, three appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate, and three appointed by the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives. Menbers shall serve at the

pl easure of the appointing official. Any vacancy shall be

filled in the same manner _as the origi nal appointnent.

(b) Al nenbers shall possess expertise in state or

nati onal telecomuni cations policy, taxation, |aw, or

technol ogy. A nenber of the Legislature or a registered
1
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| obbyi st may not be appointed to the task force.

(c) Menbers shall serve without conpensation, but are

entitled to rei mbursenment of travel and per di em expenses

pursuant to section 112.061, Florida Statutes, relating to

completing their duties and responsibilities under this

section.

(3) The task force shall study:

(a) The national and state requlatory and tax policies

relating to the communi cations industry, including the

| nt ernet Tax Freedom Act;

(b) The levels of tax revenue that have been generated

by the communi cations services taxes inposed or adni ni stered

pursuant to chapter 202, Florida Statutes, in the past and

that are expected to be generated in the future, and their

adequacy in fundi ng governnment services and bonded

i ndebt edness that rely on them

(c) The inpact of the conmmuni cations services taxes on

Florida's conpetitiveness;

(d) The inpact of the diversity of comrunications

t echnol ogy and of changes in such technology on the state's

ability to design tax laws, the applicability of which is

reasonably clear to conmmuni cati ons service providers and state

admi ni strators, and which are susceptible to efficient and

fair admnistration by the state;

(e) The admi nistrative burdens inposed on

communi cati ons services providers; and

(f) To the extent that future revenues fromthe

communi cati ons services tax are expected to be inadequate to

fund governnent services and bonded i ndebtedness that rely on

them the options that are available for funding these

servi ces and bonded i ndebt edness.
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(4) The task force shall hold its organi zati ona

neeting by July 15, 2006. It shall select a chair and vice

chair and shall neet at the call of the chair at the tine and

pl ace designated by the chair or as often as necessary to

acconplish the purposes of this section. A guorumis necessary

for the purpose of conducting official business of the task

force. The task force shall use accepted rules of procedure to

conduct its neetings and shall keep a conplete record of each

neeting.

(5) The Public Service Comm ssion shall provide staff

for the technical and requlatory issues addressed by the task

force. The Departnment of Revenue shall provide administrative

support and staff for the tax issues addressed by the task

force.

(6) The task force shall report its findings and

recomendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by February 1,

2007. The task force shall be dissolved by Decenber 31, 2007.

Section 3. (1) The sumof $100,000 is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Revenue for

t he purpose of defraying the reinbursable travel and per diem

expenses of the Conmuni cati ons Service Tax Task Force.

(2) The sum of $500,000 is appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Departnment of Revenue for the

pur pose of retaining expert wtnesses and consultant services

in the areas of communi cations technol ogy and conputer

t el ephony. The purpose of such services is to provide the

Communi cations Service Tax Task Force with infornmation,

technical consulting services, analysis, and testinpny

regarding the current and future devel opnent of network and

t el ecommuni cations architecture, products, and services and
3
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i ssues regarding the taxati on of such products and services.

These funds shall be appropriated for the 2005-2006 fisca

year in categories determ ned by the Departnment of Revenue

which will best support the needs of the task force. Any

unspent funds shall be reappropriated in future fiscal years

until the work of the task force is conplete.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 1, line 11, after the first sem col on

i nsert:

provi di ng appropriations;
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