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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public records; anending s.

3 97.0585, F.S.; revising an exenption fromthe

4 public-records | aw which is provided for

5 i nformati on concerning persons who decline to

6 register to vote, information relating to the

7 pl ace where a person registered to vote or

8 updated a registration, and a voter's signature

9 and social security nunber; deleting an

10 exenption fromdi scl osure provided for the

11 voter's tel ephone nunber; exenpting from public

12 di sclosure information relating to absentee

13 bal | ot requests; providing certain exceptions;

14 providing for future |egislative review and

15 repeal under the Open CGovernnent Sunset Review

16 Act; providing a finding of public necessity;

17 provi ding a contingent effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 97.0585, Florida Statutes, is
22| anended to read:
23 97.0585 Public-records exenption; certain voter
24| Beeti-nati-ens—teoregister—placeof registratien—and
25| registration information; confidentiality.--The follow ng
26| information concerning voters and voter registration is
27| confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art.
28| of the State Constitution and may be used only for purposes of
29| voter registration:
30 (1) Al declinations to register to vote nmade pursuant
31| to ss. 97.057 and 97. 058 are—eceonfidential—and—exerpt—fromthe
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(2) Information relating to the place where a person
regi stered to vote or where a person updated a voter
regi stration._ +s—eenfidential—andexenrpt—fromthe prov-sions
Constitution—and

(3) A voter reqgistration applicant's or a voter's

si gnature and+ social security nunber —and—telephone—nurber

(4 Information relating to absentee ball ot requests

which is collected pursuant to s. 101.62 and which includes

the date a request for an absentee ball ot was nmade, the date

the absentee ballot was delivered or nailed, the date the

ball ot was received by the supervisor of elections, and any

other information the supervi sor deens necessary regarding the

request. However, this information may be reproduced for or

nmade available to, for political purposes only, a canvassingd

board, an election official, a political party or officia

thereof, a candidate who has filed qualification papers and is

opposed in_an upconm ng election, registered politica

committees, and committees of continuous exi stence.

Section 2. Section 97.0585, Florida Statutes, as

anended by this act, is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset

Review Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119.15, Florida

Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on October 2, 2010, unl ess

reviewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by the

Leqgi sl ature.
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Section 3. The lLegislature finds that the exenptions

fromthe public-records | aw which are provided in this act are

necessary because the National Voter Registration Act requires

confidentiality of information concerning the decision not to

register to vote or concerning the place where a person

registers to vote. Therefore, since this state has a unified

voter registration systemfor federal and state el ections,

this informati on nust be kept confidential in order to conply

fully with the National Voter Registration Act. The exenptions

are also provided in order to protect personal infornmation

concerning individuals who apply for or receive public

assistance. In addition, keeping this information confidentia

and exenpt fromthe public-records law will encourage voter

registration and renmpve disincentives to registering to vote.

The Legislature also finds that it is a public necessity to

protect frompublic availability personal identifying

information such as social security nunbers and signatures

that may be used to perpetuate the theft of identity which has

becone a significant problemin our technol ogy-based society.

The inplenentation of a statew de voter registration systemin

2006 will result in the collection and maintenance of one of

the npst conprehensi ve databases of persons in this state. The

ease of access and distribution of information in public

records due to technol ogy-based nedi uns _such as the |nternet

may result in voter fraud, facilitate the crine of identity

theft, and subject individuals to an invasion of privacy.

Addi tionally, public access to such infornmation may result in

severe econom c harmto an individual whose identity has been

stolen or whose hone is the site of breaking and entering in

his or her absence due to information received concerning an

absent ee ball ot reguest.
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect on the sane date

2| that Senate Bill ___ or sinmlar legislation takes effect, if

3| such legislation is enacted in the same | egislative session or

4| an extension thereof and becones | aw

5

6 R S I R R S I R I

7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Revi ses an exenption fromthe public-records |law which is
provided for information concerning persons who decline

9 to register to vote, information relating to the place
where a person registered to vote or updated a

10 regi stration, and a voter's signature and social security
nunber. Del etes a provision that exenpts a voter's

11 t el ephone nunber from public disclosure. Exenpts
i nformati on concerni ng absentee ball ot requests from

12 public disclosure. Provides for future |egislative review
and repeal of the exenptions under the Open Governnent

13 Sunset Revi ew Act.
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