Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2186

By Senator Fasano

11-943-05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Cl ean Energy

3 Technol ogy Center for Excellence; requiring the

4 Florida Energy O fice in the Departnment of

5 Envi ronmental Protection to contract with the

6 Fl ori da Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnent

7 Aut hority to operate the Florida Cl ean Energy

8 Technol ogy Center of Excellence; providing for

9 admi nistration by the center of a grant program

10 to support businesses devel opi ng a product or

11 service related to energy; providing for

12 responsibilities of the center relating to a

13 Fl ori da Hydrogen Capabilities Catal og, an

14 annual venture forum and the pronotion of

15 alternative energy technol ogies; requiring

16 conformance with the powers granted to the

17 authority; providing an appropriation

18 provi ding an effective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. The Florida Cean Energy Technol ogy Center
23| of Excellence.--The Florida Energy Office in the Departnent of
24| Environnental Protection shall enter into a contract with the
25| Florida Technol ogical Research and Devel opnent Authority,
26 | whereby such authority shall operate the Florida Cl ean Energy
27| Technol ogy Center of Excellence to performthe follow ng
28| responsibilities in a manner that is consistent with the
29| powers granted to such authority under chapter 87-455, Laws of
30| Elorida:
31

1
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 2186
11-943-05

(1) Administer the Venture Smart Grant Program The

Venture Smart Grant Program shall award grants of up to

$50, 000 to one or nore businesses that are devel oping a

product or service related to energy. The grants awarded shal

provide a recipient business with the guidance and technica

support necessary to attract and secure investnent in such

product or service. The gui dance and support provided may

include prototype devel opnent, managenent-team recruitnent,

intellectual property protection, or business and

mar ket i ng- pl an_devel opnent. To receive a grant, a business

nust be devel opi ng an energy product or service for the

mar ket pl ace, be a start-up or nmediumsized business, subnit a

arant application, and be selected for funding by the board of

directors of the authority. The board's selection shall be

made after the board considers the reconmendati ons of a

three-nenber review committee that is independent of the

authority. The independent review conmmittee shall make its

recommendations to the board following the conmittee's review

of the applications that the business devel opnent managers of

the Venture Smart Grant Program at the authority have

identified as the best prospects. The managers shall make such

identification by screening the applicant conpanies in order

to select the products and services that are the nost

prom si ng.
(2) Create and maintain a Florida Hydrogen

Capabilities Catalog on the Internet. Such catal og shal

provi de a web-based |ist of the hydrogen-rel ated research

projects that are underway at the state's public and private

universities, the businesses in the state which are involved

in the devel opnent and commerci alization of hydrogen eneragy

technol ogi es, and the opportunities for state or federa
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grants to support devel opnent and conmercialization of

hydr ogen energy technol oqgi es.

(3) Sponsor _and organi ze an_annual cl ean _energy

venture forumto bring venture capital to prom sing conpanies

havi ng cl ean energy innovations.

(4) Enhance the energy security of this state and the

nation by reduci ng dependence on foreign oil as an _energy

source by pronpting the research, devel opnent, denpnstration,

and depl oynent of clean energy technologies, particularly

renewabl e technol ogies, through the provision of traditiona

busi ness-incubation services and the adni nistration of the

Venture Smart Grant Program as a nenber of the Nationa

Al liance of Clean Energy Business |ncubators, a group that was

created in 2002 by the National Renewable Energy lLaboratory of

the United States Departnent of Energy to _assist entrepreneurs

in commercializing clean energy technol ogi es.

Section 2. The sum of $400,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Florida Enerqgy Office in the

Departnment _of Environnental Protection for the purpose of

funding the Florida Cl ean Energy Technol ogy Center of

Excel l ence at the Florida Technol ogi cal Research and

Devel opment Aut hority.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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1 R S I R I S I S

2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Directs the Florida Energy Ofice in the Departnment of
Envi ronmental Protection to contract with the Florida

4 Technol ogi cal Research and Devel opnment Aut hority to
operate the Florida Clean Energy Technol ogy Center of

5 Excel |l ence. Provides for administration by the center of
a grant programto suPport busi nesses developin? a

6 product or service related to energy. Provides for
responsibilities of the center relating to a Florida

7 Hydrogen Capabilities Catal og; an annual venture forum
and the pronotion of research, devel opnent,

8 denonstration, and depl oynent of alternative energy
t echnol ogi es. Requi res conformance with the powers

9 granted to the authority.
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